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Lady RUSSEL. 


MADAM, | 

F all Afatrs for the compalſ}:. 
() date wy are ſo Lice 

and ſollicitoms, there is none 
of that abſolute neceſſity, and high in- 
portance, & the Preparation for Death 
and Judgment, and the immeniate 
C i Loni of them, Heaven and - 
Hell, :#o obtain the one, and eſcape the 
other. This requires the whole Mam =: 
in his - vigour,” and ſhould be the - 
Work of the Day, but *tis nſnally de- 
layed till the melancholly Evening of 
Age, or the twilight of Death. 'The 
Trifles of this World divert them from 
that main buſintf#, to which all other 
things ſhould be ſubordinate.” It equally 
| A 2 | de. 
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F The Epiſtle ® 
* aeſerves Wonder and Compaſſion, that © 
- Death which is -/o conſtantly! in- Mens * 
- -oiew, ſhould be [o ſeldom the matter 
” of their application, when all are of 'the 
we Glaſs, made of the ſam? frail na- 
.. Faral Principles; , and no Argument is * | 
”  200re « 5x and pathetically urged * 
4 ” Hem. | 


Fs not ſtrange that deep Traths, 
that by the ſtrength axd exerciſe of the 
©. ind are drawn like Gold out of the 
' Mines, have no efficacy uvon thoſe that - 
are n0t capable of underſtanding the : 
=. But the Dottrines of Death.and Judg- 
© gent, Heaven .avd Hell, are pla 
= TUraths, by Natural, Moral, and Di- 
wine Evidence known to all , yet no 
E  epore affect Men, than a Paradox of 
- zhcredible Novelty. If the Dotrine” 
Ig of Eternal Judgment were but 4 pro- 
6 table Opinion, 'controverted with equal 
W ooh cn yet "tis a matter of juch 
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” aft cancernment, that Reaſon requires 
all our poſſible diligence to avoid an 
wierndl evil , that" may tt the lof F | 
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Gah Glowy,: pr} The Torments.of 
But ſince *tis an infallible Truths, * 
J. 4s certain 4s -4e'> Word .of God, *tis 4 & 
Miracle to aftoniſh' Heaven aid Earth,. 
that Men live as careleſh a if. ched + 
ſbould never dye, and dye: as ſecurely. 
as if they ſhould not: live in the -nexh. 
ſtate, ts receive the ' juſt: -puniſonent. 
: of their Jon They. are fearle whilſk 
T Death is ES in _ pho, on” 8 
and when yi 4s 'þo » their. 
Heads, that no Marks of, OY - 
tare-ſbould appear, make: their own Wins © 
ter to flaurifh with anothers ws 
Bat "tis in. vain; for Death 
them under their diſguiſe, and will mats: * 
ſtay beyond the appointed time. pro. F- 
in that deci(i ra ve hour, Infidelity .or Prue: 2 : 
fumption hardens Men to paſſ 46: qut> © 
etly and boldly, in ah Pearance n imo... | 
another World, as unfeigned  Fgith,, "7 
and a regular lively Hope in the Pro © 
, -mwiſes iGs.of the Goſpel, But as decett=: 
"fo Has ſtops wr Fit for the gie= 


at: that Al —_—_ more violently. * ; 
A 3 . and... 
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The Epiltle | 
and fatally xfrerwards : So a counter- 
feir ſhort Peace tranſmits them to ever- 
kefting Sorrows. 
_ © The defies of the following D 1S- 
COURSE :zs to awakens Mex, that 
 rhey may be wiſe and conſider their lat- 
 rerend: to ſecure an Intereſt in oar 
© Redeemer, who has dijarmed Death of 
'. #ts Sting, and made that Enemy our 
Friend : and to prattiſe dying every 
day, by withdrawing their as. om 
the vanities o this tranſient World, 
- that have ſuch 4 pernicions influence to 
excite the carnal Appetites, and ftupt- 
fee the Conſcience, which are the true 
; Cauſes of their fin and miſery. And 
what car 'be more powerful to render. 
© them temperate and ſober in the uſe of 
- preſent things, vigilant and ſerious 
in their preparations for their great 
ard final Change, than the remem- 
 brance that Death is immediately at- 
|  #enaed with Fudgment, ad Judgment 
” with. BLfſedneff or Miſery for ever, 
FT know this Argument is naturally dif 
8? pleaſing, 
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| Dedicatory.' 3 
pleaſing, but the uſefulnef ſbould yes; * 


commend it to our moſt ſolemn and com-= 
poſed thoughts, ' before all the vain en+ © 
tertaiuments of the' Fancy and ſenſual- * 
Aﬀettions. As Herbs of Medicinal * 
wvertue, that are not pleaſing to the /ght 

or. [mell,* yet are valued by the Skilful © 
44 treaſures of Health ; and preferr'd 
before the faireſt Flowers that are pers: 
fum'd and painted by Nature, ſo as © 
to'excel the riche# luſtre of Solomang - © 


\ TI he. Body. is 3x. 4. continual Come > 
ſuruption, aud no Art can long preſerve. 
it': but whilſt the OE Man .zF 
trreceverably declining and waſting, if © 
tbe Inward. Man. A afcending and 
renening t6" perfettion, the advantage -' | 
is - incomparable, O how comfortahle © 
- is it te 4: holy Believer in the parti 
hour to commit his Spirit into the hands * 
of bis Heavenly Father | (for thus he © 
3s : aut horiztd_ and encouraged by: our 
Savioxrs . Exaemple) aud lay down © 
the Fleſh. ' to. reſt in Hope : far © 
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” + Chriſt 1s the Guardian of the Grave, 
- has the Keys of Death, ard will re- 
. UL the Boares of his Saints incorrup- 
” "pible avd immortal, the Copies of his 
own glorious Boy. 
.. The immediate Recompences of Eter- 
pat Tailgment, Heaven and "Hell, ave 
worthy of our moſt attentive and _appli- 
© Tatzve Thoughts, that we obtain the 
& One, ond eſcape rhe other, Fleaven is 
” the tree Pun  of-- the Reaſonable 
& Creatare, and is the firſt and laſt tn 
ww Fhe order of things defrenble ; the" firit 
& for ms attraitive- Excellence, the 
3.2 ” conſummate poten This 
vp e certainly ana perpetually enjoy- 
b - ed by all who Gncerels Lay bligewly 
- Jeek it. Tf in the very different States 
© of Life here, there were any uncapable 
ny of Eternal Life, -0r that have another 
© Objedt for their laſt Exd, there might be 
ſome reaſon why they ſbould be coldly af- 
_ fected towards Celeſtial Happineſs, and 
70 juſtifie their ſole pretentions to the 


Things of Time, whereintheir Intereſts 


are 
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are confiy'd':; but the of Heaven, 
CET that i MY; ſonfis hs 
Ketept of it; © The moſt - ſen 
ke 1c that Riches, - Dignity, or Farh 
temporal Accident makes' between Mex * 
here, is ſo true a Nothing in compare: 2 
Jon of Eternal Glory, that it makes. no*. > 
kr pr of one * from another as t0 the 4 
aining tt.” For this Reaſon it | - 
nearly concerns yer Perſon, Firſt te 
_ the Kingdom of Heaven, 2 
the Righteouſneſs thereof, as rhe a | 
way to aſcend to it. & 
The ſerious conſideration of the FW". 
laſting Hell prepared for urfernd 
Sinners, is moſt neceſſary and uſefuk, 
tho carnal Men are extreamly aver 
om thinking on that terrible Obie. 4 
For this is the firſt motive that turns 
_—_— Sin ro Holineff, The Joys 
of eaVen my Spiritual and Divine, 
have no attrattive influence upon the 
carnal Afﬀettions, would never con-- © 
vert and reform any ; but the Torment -- 
of Fire being _ evident and wvehe« 
A 5 _—_ = 
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The Epiſtle 
* arent to Senſe, is ftrongh pegs 
-, by the Imazination, and moves the Af- 


"Fedtions, Hom. many by ſolemn and 
"believing. Thoughts of the wnquencha- 
ble" Fire, have felt the Miracle upon 
the three Children in the Farnace, re- 
emed im themſelves, their ſtrong Cords, 
"the obſtinate Habits of Sin burnt aſun- 
| er, and. their Powers reftor'd to the 
* * freedoms of Duty, the bleſſed Liberty 
- of Obedtence. In this reſpett the fear 
of the Lord 1s the beginning of 
% Wiſdom, that diretts us in the Way 
© #0 Blefſednef. 

+». Madam, I ſpall not attempt the 
telebrating your Ladyſbips Vertues, that 
” Tender you 4 bright Ornament of your 
» Sex, and more truly Honourable than 
amour Noble Deſcent and Alliance : but 


aepect my beſs Deferes to God, that 
your Family may be 4. ſingular and emi- 
ment Example of the Divine Favonr ; 
' that the fading Gloſs of this World may 
”” . 20t deceive you, but your Heart may - 
- be above, where your Treaſure As 

FE - | that 
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Dedicatory. ' 
that you may live to God and your Soul, . * 
for Heaven and Eternity.” 1 am, 3 
{ ' a wv. | b 
EY | Madam, 
| ©." * Tour Honours very humble, 


and faithful Servant, 


"' Wilkam Bates: 4 
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"Aa acy : When wack = ro the 
;: . obſervation of . the wiſe Preachex, The Living 
lay to —_—_—_— own - Frailty, and are mee 
ceptive oly Counſels to prepare for 

great Change from Time to Erernity, and 
their Minds with the t In- 
ſtance of Mortaliry, much berrer Wine, 


| | -Sweatmeats, Gloves or Rings, or unprofitable 
E Talk, as is too uſual at ſuch Solemnities. 


Debs ſerious practical Books are proper for _ 
Defign, which may be of any Price or ve 

"And if [Bound in Black with : C TING: a 

+ taliry, will be very decent : e M 

"Fables of the Life of the Deena (if defited) 

'be Printed on a Leaf, or more, and bound 

| ir. - Several Books fo Bound, may be ſeen 

+ art the Three Pidgeons _—_ rhe Royal Exchange 

= Cernh1l. 
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The Coherence of the Text ; 
the Proofs of the Eternal Dei » Chriſt 
are clearly alledged from S Tf 
account given of the Reaſons 0 eh Tie 
nation, In what reſpefts the Devil is 
to have the of -Death. The D 
of Chrift frees bis People from the tons. | 
menting fear- of Death. An accomit af 
Deaths entrance into the World, in a ma_y 


fold joe 


HEB. II. 15. 


And deliver them, who throug 4] 
Death were all their i, ſo 


JT _ jei# to Bondage. 


N the firſt Cha e, he wad 
"& of the Ererna Da of of Cleitt ar are prodat 

MM <<d with that evidence of Scripture; ld. 
that only a vailed Heart, obſtinate ohde ——- 

lry can refit Ws = 
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* Penman | makes uſe of, is, the comparing him 
= with the Angels, the moſt noble 'Flower &* the 
* Creation, and ſhewing'thar he is en. digni- 
: above tiers "This 7 te py ſrong ou 

” nexion ents : Fieſt, | Ti RE 
| = hgh and iaf to i F: He is 
y--of- the. —_— Fa-. 


2 voy to be en ver, 4-5. ,12 the moſt pro 
- and ſublime ferſe - teh of bin, K6cv yg 


SS fame e ential Perfections. of the 
their uncreated Glo Bur the 
ack ae "a dignified with this Name in any 
Seriprure, where the Excellency* of 
"Ioge #5 the” fulfeſt \'Ferms expreſſed. 
Name is. taken” from his: Narure, 
ary 6 Ne becauſe :Adorarior is. due to 
ts upon <this'account, even - from: the An gels 
E.. If the highelt Order. Mn he bringeth in pes 
rare oy rs. be fark And let all 
+ the Angels of God im. Vas. 6. 
Divine Worthip is a Prerogative inſepatably 
, borh uporr the aceeunt of 
- the fupream Excellencies of the Nature of God, 
"and Ins Relation to Angels and Men as Creator 
k. od Preferver, rhe Fountain: of their Being and 
&. This withour the malt open. defi- 
- ance of his Aurhoriry, cannot be given to a 
4 | nr _yanepet, and by _ au = God 
3 is to ems as a Re ue to 
b 7 DeLBd Dewt'6, 13. & - wv 1% 
> Argament Jroceods from the Name to the OB- 
ces Of rhe Angets he ſaith, Vo maketh hi Atv- 
E Spirits, and bis Miniſters a flame of | Fire, 
7. . They CR 0 ma his 
Q roYk- 
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of DEATH. Chap: 5 


the Angels A numerous and- powerful, - are ms- | 
| niſin! yer. 14. employed for the de- : 

| cet ben of rhe Cha ; 
| account we may - under- 
ivinity of Chrift is efta- - 
For thoſe Paſſages of 

uy the God of [jratl as 
8.1 , and the of Adoration, are 
-- direct! "referrd ro Tels hrift. And the Name 
F.4 ,"Pſal.- 97. 4 the Majeſty of which con- 
&- 5x in its being incommunicable, is attributed 
- 4 him. This is the agen on okry which 
whole Fabrick of the Goſpel is built. "The 
of -Mediaror in the Propherical, Prieſtly, 
Regat Adminiſtration, is neceffarily joyn d 
"of the Drvmity of his Perſon. And rhe reve- 
Bi, __ of it from Heaven, is as clear as the Sun 
=  B vifiblein the Firmament. All the Difficulries 
& n+ our conceiving this great Myſtery of Godli- 
= nef{s, are but like the Shadows that atrend the 
by Light. And all the Hererical Subrilties to per- 
* wh the Senſe of ſuch plain and poſitive Texts, 

2s impertinent as impious. 

*” This being eſtablith'd, rhe Apoſtle proceeds to 
I an account of the Son of aſſuming 
Humane Narure, .and fubmitring ro Suffer- 

I angs and'Death. ' This is a Divine Secret ſo .mi- 
+ Jv. amr ſtrange , that the Contrivance was 
> *withour the Compaſs of the Angelical Minds, 
R ; and the difcovery- of ir is only by. ſupernatural 
* Revelation ; bur when revealed, rhe account of 
- ir isfo open and. conſentaneous to Reaſon, as be- | 
© og the moſt congruous Means for rhe iluſtra- 
IS: ro Goya the faving loſt Men, jr 
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_ and righteous Counſel of G 
of Na ſhould have Comm 


And deliver them who 

all therr Lives ſubſe to 
The Devil ſaid to 
r. Becauſe he i 

that meritoriouſ] 


HY a Men 
"ing Beaits,,; animated and 
- 3. Becauſe he is many " R 
of Gods Wrath, andinflicts Dearh upon. ea 
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> bellious and mcorrigible Sinners. "Tis recorded 
+ by the Plalmiſt, Thar God caft apon the Egyptians 
., the fierceneſi of bis Anger, Wrath, Indignation, 
; and Trouble ; by ſending evil : Pſal. 73. 49. 
Thoſe Princes of the Air, the ents of the 
Thunder, and fiery Srorm of Hail that deftroy- 
ed them. 

=  -- - 4: Becauſe he. makes Death more formidable - 
;, rovdinners, by heightning. their guilry Fears of 
*- . Gods Fribunal:- The falſe Spirir temprs Men to 
> finby many Blandiſlments, . bur afterward he is 
oe Accaſert them to God, and to then 


Laſtly, This Title may fignifie his rormentin 
© Sinners with unrclentmng Cruelcy in Hell, whi 
the fecond Death. | 

| - ©. Now theſe Eviks bring the penal. conſequence. 
-- injured Juſtice of , and rhereby deftroyed 
& the craet Tyranny of the Devil As the Lamb 
FE Gad, in the notion of a Sacrifice, he over- 
- comes our Spirimal Enemies. | Sin, Saran and 
+ Death, lic vanquithed at the foot of his Croſs 
E Beſides, our Saviour” having felt ſuch Sorrows 
= and lafirmities as'are uſual ro his. People, - by 
” thaticorreſpondence and reſemblance berween 
TY —_ , 1s compaſſionately inclined ro relieve 
| % 
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F ſhall now inſift upon the bleſfed Privitedge 
= of Believers ſer down-in the Texr, viz. - | 
- That Feſus Chriſt by by Death frees thus People 
- - from the ſervile tormenting fear of Death. 
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In proſecaring the' Point, I ſhall, - r. Conſider 
the Account the Scriprure 
wance into the Wor 
of Dearth includes, and rhe Bondage confequ 


ro it. 3. Hew the Death of it frees us © 

from the thraldom of thar Fear. 4. Who are 

partakersof this bleſſed Priviledge. 4 
And rhen apply ir. 


I. The Scriprure gives ati account of Dearhs 
entrance into the World, in a threefold Reſpect: 
1. As the Deſert of Sin. 2. As the Effect of 
Rn Decree. 3. As the Senrence of the 
w, | - 
1. As theDefert of Sin. The firſt Deſign of 


the Crearor was his own # in FRRCK 
with the Happineſs of Man. was made ac- 
cordingly in PerfeCtion, placed m Paradiſe, 


and his Stare contained all the Ingredients 'of 


Felicity proper to his Nature. He was capable" 


of dying, as fad Experience proves, yet no AG 
cident withour, - no Diſtemper from within 
had impair'd his Vigour, and made him actually 
fubje& ro Dearth without Sin. Whilſt ' innocent 
he was immortal, not from everlaſting Prine- 
ples of Narure, bur by Divine Preſervation, of 
which the "Tree of Eife was the ordained Means 
and Sacramental Pledge. For God nacuges 
ably loves his own Image : and though by His 


. Sovereignty and abſolure Power he may reſume - 2 


the Being he gives, yet his Goodneſs and Coye- 


nant were a facred affurance that Mans happy =: 


Life ſhould run parallel wirh his perſeverance 
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1 in. his Dury. , This Immortality was. nor. the 
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| Priviledge of [Adams Perſon, bur. had 
been- rhe- Inheritance of all his Progeny. Bur 
". te ſoon revolting from: his juſt Obedience, 'of 
- Immortal became Mortal, and according ro- the 
original, Eftabkihment of - Propagation, tranſ- 
mirted his Nature with the guilt and poyſon of * 
Sn to all his Poſteriry. Thus by one Man Sin en- 
fred into the World, and Death by Sin, and ſo 
- Death paſſed upon all Men, for that all have finned. 
s. Rem. . 5. 12. As his Obedience had- been Te- 
E.  Warded, fo his Rebellion is puniſhed. in all that 
-- "nattrally deſcend from him. From hence 1t 1s, 
thar ſo numerous a: part. of Mankind are cit 
off before the c— _—_ _ a | 
of Lite; deftroys the 
Conception that only. beyn.a Ike D608 | 


=  4lifobeyed the Author of Life,” ſhould; forfeit his 
—_ -- Life and [Bleſſedneſs,. ''The 
bo ime volens perdidie. Soul voluntarily Joſt" tbe * 
bee bivikicare,. -- = irval Life by forſaking _ 
| od, rheretore unwallingly 
loſes the Natural Life by expulſion from. the 
Body. The Apoſtle fays, the Wages of Sim # 
Death, Rom: 6. 2:3. not only thar of rhe- Body; 
- bur the Death of the Soul, which is a dreadful 
Concomitant of ir. And from hence -we may 
diſcover the falſe Philoſophy of the wiſeſt Hea- 
& thens in their Opinion 0 They judged 
—_— ; ir ro be the pri NECerury 
Ee a", and: condition of Nature, 
RB fixed by irreſiſtible-Fare- : 
” and not underſtanding the true and juft _ 
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of irs coming intro the World, they could riot. 4 
apply a ſufficiear Remedy againſt irs Evil. i TY 
"2, As the Effects of the divine Decree reſpe&t- - 
ing Sin, This 3s diſcovered by Revelation in - 
the Word of God, and by the real execution of © 
it. It s appointed to Men once to dye. Heb. 9.77 © + 
This Decree is univerſal and unrepealable. Owe 
Generation paſſeth away, and another Generation. 
cameth..: Ecclef. 1."4. like rhe ebbing and flow- 
ing oÞrhe Sea/ in its fared Periods. Nothing _ 2 
can iti x or -fruſtrate- this Appointment 7 
There are : he CR = _ and __ . 
s ways of living in the World ; ſome are hi ; 
in Dinky: others are level with the Bar: _ 
ſome walk in a Carpet-way, ſmooth and eafy, © > 
others in a thorny and troubleſome : ſome walk 
on- the golden Sands, others on rhe Mire : bur 
the ſame :uncontroulable necefliry of dying ins, 
yolves all. And whatever the way be, whetlier 
pleaſant or doleful, yer every one paſſes in it 
3 with equal Steps, meaſured by the fame” invari- _ © 
_ able ſpaces of Hours and Days, and arrive at 
the fame common End of Life. Thoſe who are 
regarded as viſible Deities amongſt Men, that 

can by their Breath raiſe the Low, and de- 

preſs the Lofry, thar have the Lives of Millions 

in their Power ; yer when the ordained Time: 

1s come, as they cannor bribe the accuſing Cons 
ſcience for a Minures Silence, fo neither delay 
Death. LE have ſaid ye are Gods, but ye ſhall dye © 
like Men. | | . 3 
3. Death is ro be conſidered as the Sentence + 7 
of the Law. : The reaſonable Creature was + 
made under a Law the Rule of his Adons;. 
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20 Of DEATH. GChap.L : 
The Moral Law directed hinn how ro -continue- © 
= * 1n his holy and blefied Stare : To which was 
” - amexd theP r of nor eating of the Tree 
”- of Knowledge of Good and Evi,: only as a 
> mark of his Subjection, and for the of - 
= Sis Obedience. This Precepr had an infallible 
Sanction by the moſt bigh Law-giver : In the 
day thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt die the Death. 
Gen. 2. 17. Man did nor keep this Command 
of {o eafy Obſervation, and juſtly incurmd its 
doom. As Sin is the violation of the Law, ſo 
| Death is the violation of the - Sinner in his Na- 
ture and Felicity retorred from the Law. 
The Deaths of Men are very different in 
their kinds ; -and are compriſed in the words 
© of David concerning Saul ; The Lord ſhall fmite 
” bom, or hy Day ſhall come to die, or be ſhall de- 
 -fcend into the Battel, and periſh. 1 Sam. 26. 10. 
= Sotnetimes they are cut oft by the immediate 
” flaming Hand of God, for the more exemplary 

= revenge of Sin ; ſometimes by furprifing Acct- 

© dents; ſometimes by bloody Contenrions ; 

= fomerimes by conſuming Diſeaſes. But though 

© Death be nor uniform, yet 'ris always the exe- 

” cution of the Law upon Offenders. | As of 
thoſe who are Condemned by Humane Juſtice, 
fome ſuffer a more eaſy and honourable'Death, 
others a more diſgraceful and torturing ; ſome 

- are beheaded, others are crucified, yer all die 

es. Malefators. Thus ſome die a natural. 

-” Death, others a violent ; ſome by a gentle pre- 

* - paring Sickneſs withour reluCtancn, others die 

© upon the Rack by ſharp Pains : ſome die ar- 

” tended with their Friends, and all Supphes to 
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fweeren their Paſſage, others forſaken 'of - all 
Comforters : is the fame Sentence . = 
of rhe Law upon all Men. And this, -if -duhy 

confidered, makes ir terrible in whatever ſhape - 
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What the fear of Death includes, The 
paſſion of fear in general conſidered, The 
ſpecial Cauſes that make Death ſo fear- 
75% 'Tis an evil univerſally kyown. This. 
certainly future, The bondage of Men © 
from the fear of Death, The Reaſons © 
why Men are not always under the attual © 
fear of Death, 4 


II. H E next Thing to'be conſidered is; > 

Whar the fear of Death includes, IH 

the Bondage thar is. conſequent ro it. This I *% 

_ explain and amplity, by conſidering four 
S. 

i. The nature of Fear in general, as applicas 
ble to the preſent Subject. 

2. -The- particular Caulcs that render Death 
ſo fearful. _ 
Fa. The degree of this Fear expreſs'd by Bon» 3 
ve. x 
4- How it comes to paſs that Men are not .* 
always under the aCtuat fear of Death, but ©: 


,_ > - 


- 


J » 'Fear is a Pafion implanted in 
| cauſes a flight from an approaching evil. Three 


- make ir fearful. 


; ring an' Evil that is likely to ſeize u 
- us. - Till che Mind diſcern the Danger, .the Pal 
© ions are unmoved : and imaginary Evil by 
-. the mere apprehenſion, -are as ftrongly fear'd 
> as real. | 
i (2.) The Evil muſt be furure. Far the naked 
* - Theory of the moſt pernicious Evil does not 
-asy the Soul, bur the apprehenſion of fall- 
* * ing under it. If Reaſon can open an Expe- 
&  dient to prevent an Evil, this Paſſion is queer. 
” And Fear preciſely regards its .Object as. to 
© come. Preſent Evils induce Grief and Sorrow : 
- paſtEvils by reflection affect with Joy, and give 
a quicker reliſh ro preſent Feliciry. Approaching 
: ads 1 us With _ 99 
” © (3.) TheEvilmutt be appreh as-preva- 
E lent ro make it fearful. For Erik 
= we find our Strength ſuperiour, we: either. ne- 
© glect the Evil for its levity, or determine to en- 
= . counter it; and reſiſtance is the proper. effect 0 
E Anger, not of Fear. But when an impendent 
Þ Evil is too hard for us, the Soul ſhrinks: and re- 
£Coils from it. | 
© © Now all theſe Qualifications that make: an 
» Object fearful, concur in Death, | oh 
E2 oF I. 415 
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arure, - thar 
1 things are requiſite ro qualify rhe Object, and 


”, . (1.) The Evil muſt be apprehended. - Know-! 
© ledg, or ar leaſt Suſpicion, excites Fear, by re-! 
4 Gena 
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aks ſenſibly ro our eyes, that Death reigns 
inthe World. - On mJ fide Dearh is in our 
view, and the ſhadow of it darkens our bright- 


7. 4 Accidents of this Life, ſuch as, concern us in our 
>. * Perſons, Relations, Eſtates and -Intereſts ; a 
n thouſand Diſaſters that a jealous Fear and active 
CY Fancy will extend and amplify ; as they may, 


4 forthey may not happen to us. And from thus. 
A mixrure of contrary Poſlibllities, from the un» 
certainty of. event, Hope, that is an infinuating 

ear 


4} Paffion, mixes with Fear, and detives Co 
or 4 fort. -For as ſometimes a ſudden, Evil furprizes 
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Sie Tin yt waiyrally Known. The. > 
zxent Funerals are a real demonſtration -that. 


eſt Days. 
| Ti certainly furure, All the wretched 


11-4 not forcrhoughr of ;. ſo often the Evil that was 


e. 4 fadly expected, never comes to paſs. But what 
x | Man # he that lives, and ſhall not ſee Death ? 
ro Pal. 89. 4- Who is fo vain as to pleaſe him- 
, - | felf withan imagination of Immortality here ? 
ye 4 Though Men are diltinguiſh'd'in the condition 
ng. of Living, yet all are equal in'r:e mecca 0 

ing.. Humane Greatneſs in every kind, No- 
,2-4 bility, Riches, Empire cannot protect from the 
on ſudden and Sovereign Hand of Dearth, that o- 
124 verthrows all. "The molt conſpicuous difference 


64 12 this World is. berween the Victorious, and * 


off tbe Vanquiſt'd prottrare ar their Feer : bur 
-ntf cath makes them il. Then the wretched 
re[# Captive. ſhall upbraid the proud Conqueror, 


Art than become weak, as we ? Art thou become like 
nl & 2 LThe Expreſitoris of Scripture concerniag *- 
YJ tbe frailty of Man are often literally and pres. 3 
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T4 | OF DB. T H- hays. TY 
ciſely verified He & like tht Graft "ine morn 
Iu it flouriſhes and growerh "np, in the tobning Tt 
.# -cut down and withereth. FW 4 TR 
3. Death is a prevalent infupetable Evil,hence' 
& he proverbial Expreſſion,Strong as Deaththat fnb-" YN 
” athees all, cruel as the Grave that ſpares none” "Ts in'Y * 
- wainto ituggle with the pangs of Dearh.No Sim, {| / 
ples'in Nature, no Compofitions of Art, ns Influs-Y 
ence of the Srars,nnd Power of Angels,can ſtipporr”]] - 1 

the dying Body, or retain the flirting Soul: 

a.m hath "wry" over the Spirit to retain the | * 
F Spirit ; neither hath he power in the day of Death: | © 
- and there t5 no diſcharge in that War. Eccleſ. 8. 3. d 
© "The Body finks in the Conflict, and Death feedy; b 
11 its proſtrate Prey in the Grave. ' 17 d 
2, I ſhall confider mote porucutatly the Cauſes 2 
IP 
Br 
th 
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thar render Death fo fearful ro Men: 1. In the 
& - apprebenfion of Nature. 2. In the apprehen- 

hon of Conſcience, 1. In the apprehenfion of 
 . Nature, Death hath this Name engraven in its 
| forehead: -Oltinmm terribilium, the Tupreme of le: 
terrible things, upon ſeveral accounts. s 
_ 71. Becauſe ſally” Sickneſs and Pains lans. W 
E-. guiſking or zormenting, niake the firſt Changes 


-. 2n the Body, and the natural Death is violent. 
> "This Hezckiah complained of with a mournfut } 2 
* accefit, . He will cut me off with pining Sicknt IF 


= #4. I rechoned till mornigs, that 4s a Lion, Ja; 
ail he break all my Bones. Th 33. A Troop of 
© * Dileales are rhe forerunners of this King of" 
bk Terors, There is a preceding Encounter, and 
& AJarperimes very fierce, rhat Nature feels the 


cmel Victory-before it yields to* this w—_ 


» A 


3 Fran dqy even to night thou wilt make an of 
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7 4s a Shipubar is colt by 
- 

| y | | 
'} Diſcaſe, that the Senſes, rhe animal and-.vi 
f Qperations decline, and ar laſt are exringuith'd 
2 In Death. «0 Lk 5 125 Þ a 
} .: 2. Death conſidered in the ſtricteſt propriety, 
»- a5 deſtructive of the natural Being, -15 our 
"3 firſt and moſt valuable Good in the order "of © 3 
"4 Narure, is the juſt object of Fear. . The Union - > 
” berween Soul and Body is very intimate and _ 
"1 dear, and like David Fonathan they part'utt 7 
1 willingly. Nature has a ſhare in the. belt, Men, © _ 
1 and works as Nature.;-'Sr. Pad declares, wes Wu 
 '} would not be wiclothed, nor finally pur off the 
if Body, bur have it glorified in conjunction with - 
g | Þe Soul. Qur bleſſed Saviour, withour the 
jf | !<aft impeachment of the Rectirude and Perfe-” - 


Ction of his 'Nature, expreſs'd an averſenels + 

1 from Death, and with ſubmiſſion ro the. divine 2 
*-{ Will delired a freedom from ir. His Aﬀections _ --* 
were holy and humane, and moved according, 
to the quality of their Objects. .”Y 

3.' The natural Conſequents of Death render 
if it fearful. Life is the foundation of all natural 
fa Enjoyments ; and the loſs of it induces the los 3 
47 of all for eyer. "Tis from hence rhar ſuch Eyils 
of that are conſittent with Life,..and deptive us 
4 4 only of ſome particular Content and Pleafure, 


ne} © willingly choſen rather than- Death... pp A 
nour,. y , 


q forſeiture of Eſtate $ the degrading from 
; 2 
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»  frighrful Solirude. 


_ », Gibſtantia denigratur , 


>. cunt: a pRChuen 
=” eff,  Terral. Refur- 


- Pancing, Muſick, Gaming, ceaſes. 
.Among/ the Dead i confined to his ſealed obfcure 


. Thoughs, periſh This rhe Hittorian 
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noir, -theconfinement ro a perpernal-Priſon, the / 
be rom onr native Country, are leſs Pe-1 


| tales W if Death. 


- "There is/ 4''natural love of Sociery 'in Man, 
and Dearh' removes from all. "The Grave is a 
There 15 'no Converſarion 
in the Terrirories of Darkneſs. This alſo” He- 
zeſgab ir his apprehenſions of Dearh, ſpeaks'of 


"with Tears ; 1 ſhall ſce Man no more in the Land | 


of the Living. 1/a. 38. 11. 
As in the Night, the World 
is an univerſal Grave, all 
Things are in a dead Si- 
lence ; Palaces, Courts of 
—_ Temples, Thearers, 
xchools, and all Places of 
publick Converfation ate: 
| ihur up ; the. Noite and” 
Rumour-that keeps Men in continual Obſervas:} 
tion and Action ceaſes. Thus when the Sun of : 
this preſent Life 1s fer, all the Aﬀairs and Bufi- 

nels, all the vain Joys of Company, Featting, 
Every one 


Dies morituriin noRem, 
& renebris «ulgquequagque 
ſepelicur, ; funeſtatur 


mundi hmor., omnis 


Oedent, - lene, Ktupent 


Xe. C at. 


Cal, and is alone an entertainment for | the 
Worms. 

The Plalmilt fairh of Princes, Their Breath 
goeth forth, they return to the Earth, in that very 
day their Thoughts , their | glorious RY 

ſerves 


was verified in Fulins Ceſar : After his affuming 


p. ' the Imperial Dignity, he thought ro reduce rhe-- 


gumerous Laws of rhe Romans into a few Vo-. 
tmes, compriſing the Subttance and Reaſon of 
Ry - &y all 
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all; "wencich and adorn the Ciry of Rome, .ay 
was becoming the Regent of the World : A, 
epiromiſe the Works of the molt learned Greeiy' 
ans and Romans for the pub- . x 
lick Benefit. And whilit he — Talia agentem 4 


meditantem mors pr, 


was' deſigning and purſuing ee 
theſe, and other vaſt = one # 


noble Things, Death ſurpriſed him, and broke: 
off. all his Enterpriſes. 
._ Art the terrible Gare. that opens 4nto Ecerniry,.”. 
Men are ftrippd of all their Honours.and 
Treafures, = oþa nahed as they come inte the 
World, go out of it. Be not thou afraid. when one * 
PI —_ rich, when the Glory of 7 RY | 
creaſed. For when he dieth, he ſhall carry 
away ; bn Glory Tow deſcend Logs 


49. 16, 17. ually vilifies-,. & 
NS ang ghaſt! eg = Bb of pooh be 
reduces — ſordid Duſt. 

In-the Grave the * Duſt is- * 45 our Divine Poee 
as precious-and powerful of —_ 
one-as. of *anvurther. Civil Thebrags of Life arecbas « © 
DiitinCtions are" lunited ro. 4 145 £4 under yo 2 
the preſent time. The pro- RO —_ 2 ul 
digious Starue in Nebuc From private Bodies mahy 
nezzars Vilion, Dan. 2. 32, As ARA k, + 
33, 34, 35- While ir was "Lg Ke: : 
upright, . the Parts were re- Herbers, . , 
ally and viſibly diſtin : | _ 
The Head was of fine Gold, the Breaſt and. 
of Silver, The Belly and Thighs of Braſs, the 
of Tron, the Feet part of bom and part fs 
but when the Stone cut out. without hands, 

the _ upon the Feet, then was the Iron, if, 
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= Clay, the Brafi, the Silver, and the Gold, broken 
©. pheces together, and became like the the Wis 
= carries away, Who can diſtinguiſh 'betweert 
{- Koz Dutt raken out of magnificent Tombs; 
* "and Plebean Dutt from common Graves > Who 
- © cant know who were rich, and who were poor; 
z who had Power and Command, who were 
©, Vaſhals, who were reimarkable by Fame, who 
F- by Infamy '? They ſhall not ſay thu u Jezebel 
WP 2 Kg 9. '37. not know this was the Daugh- 
—-- terand Witeof a King. The King of -Babylon, 
& filed Lucifer the bright Sear of the Morning, 
- thar poſſels'd rhe firſt Empire in the World; was 
= degraded by Death, humbled'ro the Grave, and 
is, - ged all his glorious Stare for Worms and 
on, The Worm » fpread- under thee, 


and the Worms cover thee. Ta. 14. 11: In | 
%, abr ork Men from all their mired 
. charming Vanities. Now confidering Mari 
= inerely in the Order of-Nature; what Reflecti- 
on” is more fearful and tormenting, than rhe 
= necefiity, thar cannor be over-ruled, of partin 
>. for ever with all the Delights of Life? Tho 
++ Who-haye aſcended to the Throne, 'that are ars: 
payed" at” the heighr of Temporal Happinels, 
nf es elancoly Proſpect is - before 'them'e 
3 th and the dark Grave > When all rhings 
£2 ire to make Men happy here, - the ſenh-; 
> aye Facultics and their Ffuirions are ebbing and 
decfining; rill they fink into Death; rhe Whirl- 
thar will ſhortly fwallow them np for ever, 
# -This-readers'the Thoughts of Mortaliry fo fright- 
* ty - ata enjoyments of carnal 
ures. "A 
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2. Death 


ol afterwa:d the Fudament. Heb. 9. 27. The Pen 
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T2. Death is fearful jn_the ap 


gods Wrath, that 15 heavier than Death, 
Sunumens to give an account of all TT hings 


a this. Life, * ta the Righteous Judge of the 
World. 'Tis appointed 40 all;Mep once to die; 


| henſion- of © » 
ence, . as tis. the moſt ſenfible mark: of 
and a> 


Fear is more wounding to the Spirit thaw. 

Narural. When the awakened Sinner Fre 

Y expeds the Citation, ro.appcar before 
nib 


unal above, where'no Excules, no Suppli--" 

cations,- no Priviledges avail, where the Cauſe” 3 

Eternal Life or Death mult: be decided, ogg 4 
'S- 


awards of Jultice be imunegiately ex 


©-the Convuliions and Aponies of Conſcience 


in-that hour ! ,when the diſeaſed Body cannot 


live, - and - rhe _—_ you = die, > 

tArencs larro It ? is redoublegs* 
ey; xg Death, that the firſt. rranfmnics + © 
the ſecond thar was figured; by ir. O thediſmal. 


alpedt of Death riding on a- pale Horſe, with Hell 
the black, Attendant ps or ng. Tins Fear ſurpriged 
the Sinuers in Sion. He among us can Fed's 

devouring Fire ? , who among us can remaitt with 


ever/aſtzng burning; * This made a Heathen, the - * 
Governor of - a Province, -to tremble before a3 
poor Priſoner 2 Y/nile Paul diſcuurſed of Righte- © 


ouſneſi, Temperance, and Fudzment to come, Felnx 
trembled. Afts 24. 25. Tix 4 fearful thing to 


fall znto the Hinds of the living God, who leves far ©. 


ever, and:can puniſh for ever. Heb. 10. 31. N 
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3. The Degrees of -rhis Fear are expreſs d by? 
Bondage. . This Pafſion when gls in yu 
Object and Degree, is excellently ufeful : 'ris? 
& wiſe Counſellor and faithfut Guardian, that 
'plucks 'off the Mask from our Enemies, and 
| Reaſon vigilant and active to prevent a 

& _threatning Evil, of to ſuſtain it in the man= 
” ner. is obſervable in the brute Crearures 
that the Weak and Fearful are moſt fubrile and. 
Ingenious ro ſecure themſelves, and ſupply the 
want of Strength with Arrifice. Bur when Fear 
is inordinate, 'tis a tyrannous Mafter, ' that 
vexes the weary Soul, and hinders its free and 
noble Operations, Ceſar choſe rather ro be ex- 
| pos d ro ſudden death, than 

Pra:ftat ſemel mori yo be continually harraſs'd 


bum (emper rimere., ith fears how to ayoud it. 


5 IO , _ The Greek word. miplies 
© Aus from NG. the binding of the Spirit, 
that cauſes an inward Sla- 
very. And in the Apoltles 

* TIygo ue Seances Writings, * the Spirit of 
Rom. 8. 15. - Fear, and the Spirit of Bon-' 
' \ Tvebua. Serocy- e, are equivalent. » 1/þ- 


= Tim. 1.7. þ, when _— 
4) vok'd by the Charge about 
$auls Concubine, imperiouſly threarned ro rran- 
flare the Kingdom to David, was ftruck with 
ach a fear, that he could not ' anſwer Abner a word, 
” "2 Sam. 3. 10, 11. The ſudden Pafljon ſhifled' 
© his Reply, and reduc'd hina. to a defenceleſs Si- 

> lence. Now the'fear of Death, as. 'tis remiſs ar 
| _— fuch are the degrees of .»-Boydage 
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Life; and makes the mot proſperotss -10-1hho- 


World, even in the _—_ of thesr ge 
be m ſtraits." Though the Senſes 
with-the- quick fweernels of Cry" « from.og 


Seas Fraty : rat vg pur roger 
thing to fx Arey; mp Eccleſ. 11. 7; Bur how 
ſhorr is this Life with all its Pleaſures, in com: 
on of - the Days 'of Darke that follow; 
ow though 'ris/ our beſt Wiſdom 'and- rrueſt 


Livery hea in ths World as if 'we rejoiced! - F 


not; I ro meditate on the: cooling 
ora Death and Judge, 0 yeprels'the 
tranſports of. the voluptuous Appetite z| 'yet- 


fince rhe Comforts of this Life are liberally it». > 


dulged ro us by the Love of God, ro be the: 
_— of our grateful and affectionate Qbe- 
dience, ro ſweeren our pallage ro Heaven, we 

may. with tranquillity of -Spirit make'a” puye 

ws heal uſe: of them-in his Service; and 


—— ng bondage, when rhe diſquering 
X ears of 


Death hinder our temperate en-- 
joymentr of his: Favours and Bleflings. 


x The fear of. Dewh. opprefies the Souk-of: 


Menunder a miſerable ro the: Devil; 
for his. Dominion is maintain d bythe 


ments and..:T errors, of the World. Thangh: | 
Men.do nor explicitly acknowledghis *T 


4 yer by: veluntary' y to ED: 
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the Soul. Prov. 29, The faint-hearted 
Hillo-hearred 


find/an-excule in the 


cleareſt Dury 


Jaror, by renouncing God their 
Maker'and : and worſhi 5 g the De- 
vitetor - 


very 
Ms af oh y Age yrs fa ps 
Affiiftiog," Fob 36:27: thar relinquiſh rheir Dury, 
anfl by-wicked Compliances fave rheir Lives, 
and loſe their $o Carnal Defires, and car- 
e Chains of Hell rhar retain 
Men Sarans Caprves Bur whar folly, whar 
madneſs is it, the avoiding-the impotent: fu- 
of theCreature, ro' venture qn'the powerful 
yarh-of God, that exceeds! all the Terrors 
thar cary be conceived. by Fea# # | "Fhis renders 
them moye brutiſh than the Horte, -thar ftart- 
gs over a defi peraze Pre- 
Eipice. - The, Fearful are excluded from Heaven, 


| Rn, the Lake of Fire and Brimſtone for 
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9." he exrreatn fear of Death and Fuhwmens, 
4he'Soul fram the 'uſe' of 
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when the Evil: 4 as . inſuperable 
agd indeatinable,” all endeavours wo: a——_ are. 
bne- offi | What 4 Philo» © ++ . 
pher obſerves of'-an Karth- | Nella tnilate- ik * 


3 wirh other etfugio, Seco 
ve vils;-is rrue in 


r ; "$0 the vehe- warts 
men: pn $- FG of - Fear - 
from rife approaches of Deagy, and the ſevere - 
the Sinner after- it, diftracts : > 


EXCCUUOnS/ upon 

the Mind,» zrid difables from flying from., the.- 

F-a2:to-tome:. Theſe Fears are aides heayy by: 
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ts ſuppettions of -Saran, 'who 
{o-erriblen his Majelty; E 
itice, and unchangeable in his Threamings, g 
ny of ——_—— Favour aw _— us 4 
\Epyptzan Darkneſs was not meerly - 
ee of the Se. bur foen fooalegr V Ms: 74s FE. 
condenfitig the Air; that ir-might be: Ries 4 
theſe dark and; fearful: rh of rhe: Db. be 
vitxe Wrath areinot only from «the x NING. . + 
the'Light of Gods Courrermnce/ bur from-x 
Princoof Darkneſs that foul Spirit. and as wed 
read of the Bgyprians, thas me Man aroſe from his- 
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place for three days ; ; I had cbeen--| 


Power and Morion :- ſo the def Soul. fits 
down mourning at rhe Gates of Death, ; totally 
diſabled from. the Things that be» 
long to jts Peace. pos 4p ee, 


pair blunts Gi edgandndney. The ab The, Sel 
ryan the hardeſt Bondage, - and 

is unexpreſiibly fad -under the | ryranny of my 
Fear. O how enthralled, bow: deſolatelyn 
ſerable ! Deſpair does meritoriouſly and effecty- 


| more Divine, ::no clearer:;Nowon of, ;the' 
Deity than Love and Mercy ;;-this: Paſliondif- 
parages his M ercy, as: if: Sin were, morg; omnt- 
ems than his Power to pardon ; :and.'all the 
ears that flow from it, | are fo far from expia- 
ting, thar they ggcreaſe Guilt 2, and whereas 
the believing view of Chriſt would as _ | 
ner, as the-{/rae/ites were by looking to.uhe..bre 


3 _" dained vitble fign of their Salvation /; .-Deſpair 


urns away. the Eye from our Deliverer;:-and 


} * 4ixes it upon Miſery as remeduleſs and final. 


4. How comes it -y that Men areinot 
always under 2he actual fear of Death, bur (ub- 
#ecd-10 the revolutions of it all their Lives ?.- 


7, EbeiSceds of- this: Fear are hid in.rhe guilry 


{ Breatts of Men; and at times, eſpecially 4n- their 
; break forth and ki upon them. 
Ic; rhewr Leiſure and Retirement:, intercurents/ 


2} though of Death-and- Fudgment king them by 
make. them -unealy. The Gow: of. 
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we live nia? __ __ 
her ambuſh +20 :. furprize ima 8 
yet-we are fecure : becauſe Evi Evils affect us acs 
cording to their apprehended nearneſs. Speby 
Conftable that is troublefom. and- vexariousj'4s + 
more fear d by tis rite this God, 
jects, + how 
our fight; Ota Cotes incor 


- ny gr, Death 1s look'd ' on with a diminu- | i 


its Terror. Bur when Death 
it ſelf before Men ready to — themy haw - 
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formidable is its appearance}, Sand rhcipllinss © , 


nowned for-his Valour, yer when he:underitbad 


by: Revelation, that ro morraw he and his-Soas | 


ſhould be in the ſtate of the Dead, there watins 
ſtrength in him, ae 
the "Earth; 1 Sam. 28. truck 

fear before he was ound by he Arno 
the Ph:liſtines. | Belſhaxx; 


a yer ut 
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En deed bur when the fa 
” rl Hour :come, and” nhicy hear the Sermence 
WB ---rF1 oraiyyrnd God has numbred thy: days, 
d them::. thou art weighed im:the ballance, 


” ac The cnntimiat lucceflion of the' pleaſures 
and' bulineſs of the World diverr CR 
the- arrentive "ftrong\comemplation t, 
and rhe Conſequerices'of ir... :Penfive: Thoughts 


ro:cancel the memory of ſuch things as afthct 
- us. Tis faid of the Wicked, -that God not 
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Bur this diverſion will ſhortly be ar an end;-.fotr 
in their languiſhing hours, . when -rhe waſted + 
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a low Voice before, 1s loud and terrible, C2 
like rhe rigid ExaCtor in the Parable, thar ta@k 
his Debtor by the throat; requites':rhem rotpay 5 
what they owe. bt» V1 CA £ 
3.. Some are {o hardned in Infidelity, chag”” 7 
the Powers of the World to- come make. by © 
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+ in” -Indeed thers: are hone leſs ditturbed with! 
> -the Terrors of Death;- thaw the Good,: 
- or the extremely Bad :' forthe one fort have a 
- - Bleſſed Hope that Death will be 20+ them” an en} 
--* trance into Life, and- live like the Angels, » with 
4 Foy le arid glorious. The orhers: are 
as-lenſaat and ſecure as the Beatts rhar 

-  having'extinguifhU ? rhe fear : of | erernal 

' Bvils, Which is the proper paſſion 'of Reaſon. 
"Fhe Apoſtle declares, 'That knowing the Terror of 
: "he Lord, we perſmade Men to be reconcil d to him, 
- -. before che Seaſon'of Mercy be expired. 2 Cor. 5. 11. 
> -Bur thoſe who have ſuppreſsd the natural No- 
£” cions-of Eternal Judgment, as they/ithink it be- 
- neath"rhetr Wiſdom to” be :perſwaded by the 
” Promiſes of Heaven, fo 'benearh:rheir Courage 

- 20' be” rerrified with the Threarnings of Hell, 
>», and triumph” over the Ruines of Conſcience. 
- * Bur though wicked Infidels flight the Threat- 
om they ſhall nor eſcape: the Vengeance of 


E > We read of Noah,” That being warned of | God 
F of things not ſeen as yet, moved with fear, he pre- 
Ke  pard ay Ark. for the ſaving of bs | Houſe. Heb., 11. 
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” His Fear was the native 1fue of his Fairh. Bur 
| the profane World, in whom Senſe was pre- 
> dominant, that deſpiſed rhe Oracle, and rrem- 
+ bled arno Judgments.-bur what. were acting on 
the vilible' Stage, they ate and drank, -taarried, 
axt-were given 111 marriage, Till ſwept away by 
D -_ ory wg —_— that. Lor 
| g cert an y 'of Angels, chat 
anne of Fire would in a few hours -pour 
"Qewn irom: Heaven upon Sodom, he \moft 
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that mocked, and were furpriſed by thoſe fear» - - 
ful Flames that diſparch'd them from a Fem- © 

al Hell ro- that which is Erernal. - Thus 
twas prophefied, That in the laſt days there ſhall: 
came Scoffers, walking after their own Luſts, anil- 
ſaying, Where # the Promiſe of his coming > But | 
let them blaſpheme and'fcorn rhe moit ſacred =» 

and rerrible 'Truchs, ler chem perpetuare rheir © 2 
j exceſs of R:ior, and wild Mirth while ogy Cons Y 

Death will come , and Judgment as as - 
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How the Death of Chriſt frees us | agg 
 - tormenting ' fear of Death. By dying: 
= - be paid our ranſom to the injured Juſtice 
ll of God ; and deprives Satan of the Legat 
t - * Power be had over w. His Death is onr' 

Redemption pm the Curſe of Death. It 

makes Death a bleſſed advantage to Be; 
|  #evers. The Happineſs obtained by Death 
. i tenfolded. It frets the Saints from af= 
=  flicting evils, and fin the cauſe of then.) 
hd _ ,"igheſft poſitive good obtained by 
bY > Death. 
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JI. Þ Now- come: to ſhew how the Death of 
Chriſt frees us from the rormenting fear: 
of Dearh- | - 
.* For the clearing this, we are to conſider, 
that Sin, Satan and -Death, are Enemies i 
combination againit Man in his Morral State ; 
» and rhe deſtructive power of Satan, and Death, 
” 3 from Sin. When Man renounced his Crea« 
- tar and natural Lord, he was judicially given 
—28aÞ to Satan as the Executioner of Vengeance, | 
and to the Power of Death. Such is the Or-! 
”. der, rather the Confufon in the World by Sin, 
IS Empire of Satan and Death is builr on rhe? 
"> +Buns of our Innocence. ; 
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* Now the Son- of God came from his 'Throne*®- 
# Heaven'to deliver us : And whorees xn; 2 
are rwo ways of obtaining freedom from cn 
tivity, either by Ranſom , | or by Power and... 
"CY Reſcoe, m both” our delivetance- froth = 
USY Bondage to theſe Capital Enemies, is aſcribed * 
ceY 10'the Death of Chritt: RY 
al Tis called our Ranſom, and thar in its trick - 
#7 4 Notion has a reſpect ro Captiviry. There i ou6 
Tt Ow EEE 
_ ' Man Chriſt Feſus ; who gave elf a Ranſom 
F for all. ar 2th Tj 
Ll price of our Liberty and Salvarion: God does - 
f={ not pardon Sin, nt eitaſo tran Puniſtment. | 
v7} by x-pure abſolure At of his Wifl and an 
by | tity, 28 a Creditor forgives a Debtor 
fack away as to preſerve the Rights of ps Tutte © 
wyiolate. Therefore when Man wizs devorat 
+6 Death, our” Redeemer exchangd 5 1 WE: 
_ with him, and offerd np by (precious 2 
J + Pet. 1. 18. a5 our YEE to God, wi the > 
= of the Kin Judg of all Stick 2 
the Digniry of "By Perſon, / that the entire + 
World, the Heavens- and the - Earth, ' with WI 7 
54 their Inhabitants, -are of leſs value to Hith: thi 
LJ thebaſeſt Droſs to refined Gold. Such - was the 
2 greatneſs of his Sufferings, Phil. 2. 8. in which 
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the higheſt degree of ence, and the lows 
eſt-degree of Humility- were conſpicuous, as 40-4 
be a valuable Compenſation,” to- obtain eters 
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, mts Was poles us, whieh I 
tap us, and rink 3s tn of the way, nailing it to 

hs Croft Col. 2. He abolaſhd the uſe of the 
Peg onial Law, that was an Evidence and 

= domens of heir Guilr who performed it, 

; and the Curſe of rhe-Moral .Law : Ir follows, 

" td. ws Ee 2 rot Prancs, —_ and Powers," he 

Y ug over 'them. 
þ- 2 NN woe ded. riouſly - ; the 
Ks reeof Infamy on which he ered, was the. 
oy - 7 of his Conqueſt. His Death diſaem'd 
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Saviour appeasd the Wtk 8 God, and! 
2M - the: Powers-of Darkneſs. The ry 
Le of God. had their. Deſigns in hu Deat 
4, well 4.tbe Malice and Rage of Satan ; # Lines, 

| fn Ciret oye meet in. the 
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7 Death, as to the Ouris aint nab De tins; 
ents may, agmace IEICOmoy ntage! « 


& as che W of Sin, 25 all ſting Lge _ 
introduction: ro: eternal : Death. The) 4 
Death Sin, andthe. firength of Sin s the a 
r''Ca. 15. Death hath: its. wounding; ow 
from Sin, and Sirfrom the Law, that: . pra” 
it, thar diſcovers-its' Nature; it - 
meaſure of. its. Guilr,- and; and; denounces < bo 
or for it. . Now our Saviour having: in. our; ©* 
ſtead, ſubjected himſelf ro Dark the penalty "# 
that are im: Cri, _ — 
ed us from the Curſe of Law, eng mae yy 
J. Curſe for ws. Gab 3. .-Death 
Y Saints, has not that relation ro the guilt of: Sing. —__ 
- as 0 be properly farisfaction ro —_ 
ſtice -. There are no petry payments to ap 
by.our Sufferings after his complear roms 
to God. The Lord. laid on bim the ignere = 
w all” Ja. 53. 
Tis indeed' ftill a deClaration 08 Gods holy, / RY 


- R 
Y 
* 4 x 


diſpleaſure againſt Sin, for ox Von 
—_ the - of its coming into the 

and ſometimes by. the immaruriry .or bet} 
of it, tis a chaftiſement upon good Men-for -* 
Sin.;z that is, to. make them .renew 9, 
tance, .and mortifie their carnal non | 
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the Wicked is now per In 4» Et 
thar Moſes caſt into'the Waters — 
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> 8 8. . The Heavenly: Divine -Life, tha 
nunicared by; the Spirit of Chritt to Bos 
yers, :remains entire when the ſenfirive Life, | 

| ns There, a time © 
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4 } pnugdnarry Man that % born of 4 Womay, * 
4 Tres days, and full of Trouble.., Fob. 14.1: 


ife,.. and;many. Miteries,:; O our ung 


ary | the Body is liable;xo as-many, | 
are Memr- © 


49a > 
—- 
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He tharlives in Pleafures,” muſt” a+ 2 
| rs part. Our /weeteſt Cortiforts- have. , * 
' Stings : and wharever 1s moſt plating h 
iy occalion -birrer ' grief. * And. uſually haly; 
en have a greater portion of Afﬀictions heres 
bmerimes by the' maligniry and violence of 
the, Wicked ; as under the Law, the Lamb 
andthe Dove were acrifices, the Emblems-of 
Ihnocetice, and Purity, and Meeknels, © whilft 
the Valture and rhe Lion, the greedy. devour: 
ets, elca The Apolitle res. of 'rho _ 
lect, ' They: are predeſtinated to be conformed to " 
the Image of Gods Son, who tracd our the Wa 
tw Heaven in his owh Bloud, © and by the C 
aſcended ro the Throne.” Somerimes more uw © 
mediately "Divine Providence © afflicts. them! wo |. 
preſerve their Spicirs from the tain Pleatures _ © 
of. the World, and' for other 'holy Ends ; but  * 
rhere js 4 Reſt” for the People of God'*{tt Heaven. 
Befides, there are Relicks of Sin in rhe; belt of 
the Saints -here. , Indeed Sin” js depos'd from 
Sovereignty and Rule '; the imperious Lufts 3 
. are crucified, bur, not 'quire expir'd..” As thofe © © 
that. were nail'd ro the Crofs in their Hands - : 
and Feer, rhe parts leaft viral and moſt ſenſible, 
died a painful lingring Death. Sri rhe Fleſh 
4 .apainſt | the Spirit, . and the Spirit againſt 
the Fleſh. "As "there 'is a _ complexion ot, Hue 
. ours in humane Bodies; ” always jarring whe 
they are in The ſoundett Heatth'z © and . whers 
there 1s. not this active . contrariety, . either the 
. Body is without a Soul, a meer Carcaſs, or. a 
glonfied Body in Heaven. So where i 3 
- {Hot this internal ſar berweeh "Grace 'and * 
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Now Peach univerſal Re- 
"Para agay al th Lite: ir frees Þ 
. farm from all Injuries ahd Sufferings, and from # 

Sin in all its degrees, from all inclinations and 
zemprations to 1t. He that # dead, otaſeth from 
Siu. Death is the paſſage from, this Wilderneſs 
x0 the true Cangan the-Reft above, that flows 
with berrer Milk and Honey, with Innocence 

for ever. There js nothing can 

,or corrupt the Puriry of the 


3h 3- Beſides the privative advantage, the free- 

dom from all the Effects of diſpleaſure; | 

-- and thereſenrments of it ; there is the highelt 
politive Good obtained by Death ; The "Spirits 
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frngs mac hors Tergar quent 
nor 'a ongue | 
Ries thenn/as thay! ail Bur when the Soul'is ..... 
releas'd from this dark-Body of Earth, the Un- * 


'rous: And they are-enrich'd with Divine Li 
and' Love, and Power, that makes them' fix for 
the moſt noble and heavenly Operations. The - ** 
Lineaments\ of Gods Image on rhe Soul We. 
firkt drawn here; bur then ir receives his it | 

Hand: All the Celeſtial Colours are added, to 
give the urmoſt life; and hiftre' to jt. . Here we 
areadvancing, bur by Death we artive at Pets 


We ſhall in Heaven be. join'd ro the Aſſembly 
of Sainrs and -Angels, our beſt Friends. Love 
is the Law of that Kingdom ; and perfedtly 
_ there. Now how charming is the-Con- 
verlation of one rhat is wiſe and holy, eſpeat--  * 
ally 'if the ſweerneſs of Atabiliry. be in. his 
Temper > How pleaſantly does' Time -flide 
away in the company of our beloved Friends(? 
We are not ſenſible of. irs flight. Bnt what 2 
dear farisfaction is it/to be united ro -thar cho» ©) 
ſen confecrared Sociery above, who love one © © 
24-53 - another © 
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another as themſelves > Though. the: Angels and 
Saints have different degrees | of Glory, yer © 
every one is perfectly happy and pleaſed. As * 

” Me firings ot 'arr Inftrumenr ' differ in the fize | 
& and found: ſome are ſharp and high; ſome 

-  prave and deep, others a/ mean, and from that FI _ 

iS 'refulrs rhe Harmony of Muſick, ſo thar 

- if every ſtring had Judgment and, Election, it. 
”  Wouldchuſeto be whatir is : fo from thediffers 
” -eritdegrees of Glory in Heaven, the moſt ami- 
+ able and equal Order of rhe Divine Wiſdom 

© appears, thar fansfics every. one. 

" 'We ſtall bein _— Preſence of: God 
-  4and/ Chriſt, where's of of Foy, and infinite 
= Pleaſures for cover. "Tis faid: of Abraham; be 

- Fejoicd'to ſee the Nay of Chriſt, rwo - thouſand 

Years before his conn When by. Faith - he 

ſaw the Incarnation of rhe. Son of God, , in or- 

4er to the redemption of Men, it put him"into 
an exitaly. Yer then qur Saviour was born to 

Sorrows and Miſeries. But how raviſhing-is- 

the ſighrof our Redeemer, jet down on the right 

Hand of the Majeſly on high, having purged our 

'$ins by himſelf, and accompliſh'd our Salvari6n ? 

Now we are abſent from God, yer. in believing 
"his infallible Promiſes, we rejoice with a Foy 
"uhſpeahable and glorious : But how much more 
oytul is'the fruitzon of them ? | Here rhe Di 
vine Goodneſs is deriyed ro us' through. ſecon- 
"*dary means, that weaken its efficacy, bur in; 
"Heaven the Confolarions of the Creator are: 
"moſt purely. diſpenſed, and his immediare Ex+ 
* celichcies are made known. F 
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£7 This: Blefſedneſs: exceeds all our Thonghts = 
and explicire Defires., - and ires the clas. , * 
and experience of an Angel ro' fer it+ 
The bright Sum of. it is thus, We fhalk 

ſee God in his Glory, . face to face, - 1 Cor.” .13% 
- in-the moſt perfect manner : the ſight, of his 
Glory ſball transform us into his Likeneſs ;--we 
ſball be like him, for we fhall ſee him as be 8. © 7 
+ Fobn 3. This ſhall produce 1n, us | the moſt; 

pure and ardent-Love ; and Love ſhall be atr: 
tended -with inexpreſſible joy, .and that with 
the higheſt Praiſes of- the blefſed God, (whoſe'in+ 
fluxive Preſence is the Heaven of Heaven. - - 
- And that which crowhs all is, that the- Life -© 
above is Erernal This farisfies all our Defireg,- © 
and excludes all our Fears: for Unchangeables 7 
neſs 1s. an inſeparable Anriburte of perfect Fee 2 
liciry. The Bleffed are in full Communion wirks .- 
God. the Fountgin of Life, and Chriſt the Prince. = 
of Life. . Becauſe I live, ſaith our Saviour, #: 

ſhall live alſo. What can interrupt, much lefs 

ur an end to the- Happineſs of the Saints ? 
lhe Love of God is unmutably fix d npon © 

them, and their Love upon him. Here their 

Love 1s ſubject ro. decays, and gradual aliena» 
tions; as the Needle in the Compaſs, -+ 
it -always has a tendency ro the: North-Pole; 
= {omerimes ir declines and has its variations. 
tin Heaven the Love of the Saints is dire&- 
ly and conſtantly fer upon God. The Light of © 
* Conntenance governs all their Aﬀections. © 
is 85- impoſſible ro divert their. Deſires from. 
him, as to cauſe one thar is inflam'd with Thirſty -_ 3 
to leave a clear - lowing Spring for a- noiſom © 
3 Puildle. . - 
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Puddle. In ſhors, Heaven is filled with eternal \ 


: 'for there is no 
: all Miſeries are va+1 
-  aiſhd,) and all thar is defirable is poſſels'd by} : 
_- the Saints : the Circle of their Em kmpiog w'Y., 
| | 1 wo enjoy and praiſe -the Divine cole for. 
| dis ow-1snot the bleſſed Exchange a Chriſtian) 
makes of the preſent Life, for that which is in- 
finitely better, ſufficient ro make Death nor = 


ful,” nay deſirable to him > The re x oor ts 
et 


3 of this will com 
1 | the Ce approach -and —_ >. of F 4 
Death : No aches Principles o#'f efolutions- are NY 
BZ} able mA oe Sons of our Ay wt 
my. ineſs was purchas' us 
4 "the everlating Treafure of our _—_— 
a, d; The Satisfaction of his Sufferin * = 
”- meritorious, as the Meris of his ative \ 
Ence was farisfying. 7 
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'Sin is abatiſþr) by Death. Their Graces 4 
eminently © exerciſed 1n ! 
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2. Death is continued, to the Saints, for the | 
_ eminent Exereife and Illuſtration of their? 
Graces, for the Glory of. God, .and in order ro 
Y SI ory yours pu * Faith 

/® Poterat aunem. a ve; and Parience , 
wo he bes (one are deelared in their: moft 
corporis , Operations in-our 
—_— with: Death., If 
every Saint were yifibly and 
. entirely” be werey to. Hea- 
b yen, after a' ſhdrt* tonrfe of 
*. Holy * Obedience; if * the 
Wicked - did” viſidly-: | 
+ down quick.into Hell, Hai 
would be reigned ro- gight 
= Lge Sir : Jo Th yy >= und-: 
=. yur ? Ang." de pece, thzagt. Say the Y 
More 1:4.% _." Church with 'the Friugr 
| phanr.” Therefore now.Ne 
' the Good well as to the Wickes 
nexr State they  ſhalf be ſeparated by a* 
"Culpb, and'an amazing Difference. Now Faith, 
*wharever the kind of Dearh'be thar a Chriſtian 
5 "s fuffers, ſees through the thickelt Clouds of Dil- 
grace. and” Miſery, the glorious Iflne. As the 
& x5 Confeflor who was crncihed with qur 
roclaim'd his Eternal Kingdom, in the 
parkrs vragPs inſulting Infidels. And our” Eove to 
God then appears in its Radiancy and Vi 
©*When we are ready 'for' the Teftintdriy -flis 
2 © Frath, "and advancing his Glory, to uffer'a 
fo Gravy? Death : or when. ir coines \in' gentler 
: - for "ris even” then terrible co- Nature, 
| we *& wiidgly 6" aria to. Difſolution; 'thar | 
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we may be unired to Godin» Heaven, * © And 
our Parience has never its wok ;- and, is 
'efuly- victorious, rill this laſt Enemy be! ſubdued 
Death is the Seal of our Oincy and Perſeve- 
france. Now, the righteous Rewarder will come 
oft Y none bur thoſe that ſtrive 
ur 1} tewfuly, and are complear —__ ace BY ""Y 
If Conquerors. And how wie | 
nd } gnd tweet is:the Oeconomy-+ © Grciodina trains pork 
2a- 1 of i: the Divine -Providenee —_ ant 4 otonam og 
of } in rhis, rhat rhe Frailry of de 
he J our —_— rr ng God. bac geRRG 

3 a means of glorifying and of en ing our 
th {elves by nook gracious Promiles to. a bleſſed 
hr] Reward? | 
nd -j -+:3. Our Saviour, by his unvaluable Obedience 
he and: Sufferings, has procurd for Believers a 
m3 Celeſtial Divine: Life ,. of - which rhe narurat 

Body is nor capable. - The Apoſtle: faith, Refs © * 

ny ard Blood carnmot enter into the Kingdom: of Hed» 

| vox The exigencies and. decays of rhe ſenti- 
th, tive Nature require a continual Relief by Food 
nj and Sleep, and other material Supplies * __ 
1- J the Lite + Jews is wholly ſpiritual, - and 
he 3 that of rhe Angels. - "Therefore tiH this carchly 
ur } Animal Body be reformed and -purified, *tis- 
he Y nor capable of the Glory reſerv'd in- Heer | 
to F -This 15 fo abſolutely: requilite, that thoſe * Be- 
Ir, F -hevers, who are found alive: ar the laſt 
Sj ſhall i: tbe rwinkling of an Eye be changed, thas 
a} whey may be qualined for: it. Now herew the 
er Wildom of God: is wonderful, that Death 
e, 3 which by che Covenant of Works was the de» 7 
ſerved Penalty. of Sin., .by the Covenant of - 
l C5 +>. Gras 
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And tothe arher part of the Queſtion, Why 
the Saints remain in the ſtare of Dearh for 4 
rite? there is 'a clear Anfwer. - The Refugre- 
=_ votre is: dela Bm _ 
to! nt, partly * lory of his 
. or P rae het Sight will 
 *Kbe, char the Sainrs of al Ages ſhalt ar .onee 
ariſe glorified and immortalized ro attend 
but Saviour in the laft-AGt of bis Regal Office, | , 
and rhen/ro make a triumphant Entry with hinxf -/ 
” to Heaven : (And partly, that the ettabliſh's} 
+ © order of Providence may not be- diſturbed : for 
| the changing of our Nature into Glory, in a 
> "Cinddain and inexplicable manner, cannot be 
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withour miraculous Power ; and if every Be-f 
liver preſently after Death, were in his * 
- Hed Polly tranſlated to. Heaven, - the World J + 
would-be always filled with Miracles, -whichyfj + 
>, Were ro ceaſe . the (ufficient' Confirmation} --+ 


© - of the Goſpel by them. Bur how long ſoever 
the Intervalbe to the Reſurrection, it ſhall be 
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» 
- + # J 
_ | . 
. St. w_ hes : 
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- I-now- core. .to prove. 
"anr- Sona wlll he 
- over the 
» Whilſt the Bodics of the Saints remain: inr 
| Crave, they ſeem to be abſohurely under. 
| Power of - Dearh. The Workd is a 
;filkd with the Momunents of its CIO... 
at IL may  be- ſaid no- rhis.- our 
s of rhie Prophe ropher ro Ws 3- EEE 


Saints be reviv'd- Wd, and i 
on The Reſurrection: is- a- Terra incognita "0 


e, 1 ,wiſelt Heathens-;- a Doctrine, peculiar Px 

mr] Goſpel :. ſome glimmerings-rchey, had- os 

'>1] [Souls Innmormality, without which all-V 

or | - bad been extinguih'd in the York bur .n4.cc 

a | -jecture of: the reviving of .che Body, Bur* 

ef fon afſilts- Faith” in this poiar, TTY 

e- | Will-of God; and-his-Power: fo 

+ 1 ang 1s I will glance upon the Natural i Ks 
1d] - that: induce. the conkdering Mind 't0-- receiye *. 

by this Doctrine, and more, largely ſhew how | 
MN 


pinion of.' the :Fuft- -- 4affured-: b Up 
uſe aiwed. oy. 
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" e Divine Laws are the Rule of 1 
fe prmempue rare cd 
are or viola J 
age in Conjundtion.. Therefore ' there” witit Þ 
A Rk ion of the Body, thar rhe entire ! 
*Perſon may be capable of Recom in 
-Jadgment. "Ihe Soul defigns, - the Body exe- 
"y cures : the Senſes are” th&:gpe n-Ports-ro admit 
"erp tions.” Carnal Actions op the 
| | arg corrupt the Mind, * and niiflea *Fhe 
Love of Sin is founded ini bono | roots it! ſen- 
" ible Pleaſures : and the Members are the Servants 
"of Inzquity. The Heart iSthe Fountain of Pro- 
* Phaneneſs, and'the Tongue expreſſes ir. And 
. the Body is obſequious' ro the' Holy Soul in-do- | 
ing or ſaffering for God; "and denies'its ſenſual 
= ae and CatisfaQioei in Compliance with 
# eaſon and Grace. "The Members are the In- 
-* "Jraments of Righteouſneſi. It follows then there 
Es bear univerſal Refurrection, that the re- 
3 "wwarding Goodneſs of God may appear in mak- 
ha” Ing the Bodies of his Servants gloriouſly happy 
with their Souls, and their Souls compleatty 
J hap} '1n Urion with their Bodies, - ro which 
+. theychave a natural Inclination, 'and his reveng- 
a. Jer be manifeſt in puniſhing the Bodics 
ha Wicked- with eternal Tornents an{wer- 
"able. to their guilr. 
' And of rhe Poflibiliry of | the Refurrecton, 
cigcularand continual uction of tliings 
*n the World, is a clear demonitration of the 
"Forrer of Gor for thar ee There' isa preg- 
"nant Inftance that our. Saviour and the Apoltle F = 
't "ro uſe of as an Image of the NOS | 
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-whole Power and Skilt are very narrow 'and. 
: limited, can 'refine Gold: and Silver to ſuch a-; 
- Luſtre; - as if ' their m_ 7.4.28) 
"were not. + Earth di " $ Nomen terre in'i 
- our of the Mines :; If go ni reliquir, Tau, © 
© black Cinders it can form 
-Chryftal Glafſes fo clear and ſhining, how mach 
'-more can Omniporency recompact our Dult, _: 
"and reanimate it with a glorious Life >" KY 
' thar diffolves our vital Frame, does nor K-23 
= oregon <7 and terre + 
rupted a n a thou dents; ©: 
yer *ris unperiſting's and under wharſoever Co- _ * 
lours and Figures it appears, God pore dif 
” cerns, and will feparare't for irs proper uſe. © =: 
: * More parricularly, I will ſhew how the Re-«* 
ſarreQion of Chriſt -is an aſſurance of the Refur- | 
- reCtion of Believers to Glory. As our- Surety 
- he was under thearreſt of Death ; -it ing: 
the holy Majeſty of God, and conducing ro” ® 
the ends of his Government, not ro d pe- + 
' from the digniry of his Law, bur to lay the-pe="*: 
nalry .upon his Son, who interpoſed for us.” 
- Now having finiſh'd the Work of our-Redemp-""" 
tion by his Sufferings, his Refurrection was'the 2 
> # © juſt conſequent of his Pafſion. And 'tis obſery= 
"8 able that his Reſurrection, though gne con 
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7 impoſſible upon the 
count. Dh gs te Diving Ower inherent in his Per- 
becauſe. Divine Ju- 
\ tice required org ſhould be raiſed w-Lite ;; 


partly ro vindicate his Innocence, fas he WAS 12. 
and fuffered/as a Malefactor, and pringi-- 


becauſe he had fully- farified God. - Ac- 
_— the Apoſtle declares, he' died for ojr: 
Sans, 4nd roſe Wain for our Fuſtification. Rom. 4. 
tlaving, paid our Debt, - he was yeleasd from: 


ly publih'd to the World. 5 Is therefore - ſaid, 
the God' of Begce raifed hin from the Dead :- 
= » Heb. 13. the Act is moſt congryoufly aſcribed 
- uno God, inveſted with that Title, becauſe his: 
" Power was exerted in that glorious Work, after: 
he was reconciled by the ' of the Covenant. 

-Briefly, Our Saviours; Victory over Dearh _ 
ebrained- by dying, his Triumph by riding 
He. foikd: our.common. Enemy. in:his own _ 

- igaries the Graye. His Death was a Counter-- 
| poiſon.ro-Death it. {elf : 


of Qui 6bigh pat pu a bruiſed- Scorpion.:is a 't 


E (vas. Celfss, noble Antidote Antidote: | againkt is- 
wo Venom. 

- Indeed his. Death/is: incomparably. a greater 

” -Wonder.than bis Reſurrection. - For: 'us' appa- 

-- rently more difficult that rhe Son of God, who 


Srigiall pollefſes lamorrality, thould die, uh. 


., 


the Grave, end aha Dieharns was. matt folemn-- 


ST ID TT 


d 

is. 

w 

F. 

'S- 

L horn among the Dead, and owns the Race of 6 : 
- parred Believers as his Brethren, who ſhall: be- * 
-j xcſtored ro Life according to his Pattern. He 
s:1] 3K the Head, Believers are bu Members, and there-': -* 
t-15 fore ſhall bave Communion with him in- hus-- 
S-j Life. The effect is (o-infalhble, thar now they 3 
| are {aid #6 be razJed up together, and made te fit aut 
rl] heavenly Places in Chriſt Feſus. Epheſ. 2.6; 18> 
- | + Vidtory over. our. Enemies. had. been; unper- © 
>-3 fect, and he had faved himſelf - with difficulay 2 
ui aud bazard, [4 it were by Fire] in the Apoliles 
« $5 Ex=- -* 


- *S 


——- 


% 


= 4 
_—_ P b 
by - 


*t A; 


 "complifh'd ©: Bur 'his was hant'y; 
and 15-ir conceivable, thar he ſhould leave the 
Saints, his-own by ſo many” dear- titles,” under 
"the power of Death ? -If Moſes, the Deliverer® 
of -1/rael from the Tyranny of Pharaoh, Exod. 
Io, 26. would not ſuffer any- thing of "theirs, 
wot an hoof ro remain in the Houſe of Bondage ;* 
Will onr great Redeemer be leſs perfect in. his 
Work ? our laſt Enemy always derain. his 
Spoils, our Bodies, in the Grave ? This would 
' reflect upon his Love and Power. "Tis record- 
ed, to confirm our Hopes, how early his Power 
was diſplayed in forcing the Grave to. releafe 
xs-chained Caprives : - And many Bodies of Saints. 
which aroſe; and came out of the Graves after 
” by Reſurreftiion, and went into the holy. City, - and: 
* . appeared unto many.” Mat. 27. 52, 53. Whar 
 berrer Earneſt can we have, that the ſtrength. 
of Death is broken 2 From what he has done 
ro what he is able ro do, the Conſequence is 
- Clear. 'The Apoſtle rells-us, He will raiſe our 
wile Bodies, and chanvze them like unto - bus glorious 
"Body, by that Power whereby he i able to ſubdue all 
things to bimſelf. Phil. 3. 1. Our Redemption 
will then be compleat, Rom. 8. 23. and all the 
birrerneſs of Death pait. The Redemprion of 
the Soul is accompluh'd. from Sin and Miſery 
wumnediarely afrer Death : bur the Redemprion 
- 'of the Body is the lait in order, and reſerved 
- 20 crown our Felicity at the Great Day. Then 
” Death ſhall be ſwallowed up in Vittory, 1 Cor. 15. 
aboliſh'd for eyer. *- | 
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g©35, being fearleſs ro part ty: 


| > 
" AndO the joyful reunion of rhoſe dear. Re- 
ltiyes after ſuch -a Divorce ! , when the Body 
that was ſo long derained in rhe loathſome. |} 
Grave; T' Cor. 15. ſhall be reformed” with all * 7 
glorious PerfeCtions, ant Be-a- fit Tniftrument for- © 
the Soul, and partaker with ir in conſummate 
Bleſſedneſs Immorrtliry. "Tis ſaid, that 
thoſe that wear rzch Clothing are iu Kings Houſes : 
bur what are ' all the Robes of coitly Folly 
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wherein earthly Courriers , 10 the bri 
ang > rs wy 


} beaury- of rhe. Spiritttal Body where» 
watkithe Sainrs ſhall;be He wy to qualify :rheny 
for the-Preſence of-rhe -King:of Kings, .and ta 
be in his Honfe for ever ? for O the muſcrable 
Condition of the Wicked in that -Day-! Death 
now. breaks their Bodies and Souls into an 1 
concileable Enmiry,, and how fad will thei 
Conjunction be. ! The Soul. will accuſe theBo- 
uy 10 haye- beet 'Sins- Sollicitor , - contiritally 
rempring 'to Senſialities: and the Body wilku 
braid more than ever-it allared rhe Soul, z for - 
4s. wicked Compliance ; Then the Sinner ſhall be 
an-entire Sacrifice burning, bur never conſumed. 
Mark 9. _ Now from the aſſurance of a bleſſed 
Reſurrection by Chritt; the foremenrtioned Fear 
of Death is conquered. in+ Believers. If*rhe 
Doctrine -of the + Tranf- - 
migration" of > Soufls' ' into ew ao tn cog 
Bodies : (the - invention - of Maximus,haud urge leri 
Pythagoras) inſpired his Diſ- | 'metus, nfs ner 
ciples with that fiery vigour, Mr me Pe 
"as 10 encounrer the - molt ' Mortis,& igiiaviimn redi- 
'prelenr and ' apparent Dan- - ture parcere views.) 


with 
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CHAP. V. | 

The qualification of Perſons. confidered,. that. 
have ar a this ipriviledge. © Viriae: 

3G te fo 

8 abſolutely req 

- that "Union i t 

4 eminent ofer, ations of 

I 2,184: oF Spirie. Silke > 42-3 

| 2-1 804. the ear ..- Ee 


© epllency of wealth " 
PO *"" the ardent love of God. ze gon q7 
rus tbe wow 23-4 of eel Holt The 


end Ga IE oper #0 | 


| HE Gurth Generat-p be 'confidezed, is, 
IF the Perſons thar have an Inxereſt in this 
5 Baie 
_» This Inquiry is of infinite moment, ' bath far 
”  -the-awakmng of the: Secure, who vainly- pre-" 
fame yrs - yoga in rhe þ 24 pn of - the: 
B+ or » 


to mar of Eternal - Lift 


Gi _ bond of | 
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the Saints. And we have an infallible rule-of | 
trial declared by St. Foby : He that bath the Som, + 
hn and be that hath nat the Son, hath wet - © 
| Life. 1 John 5. 12. Alt the excellent 4nd conn © 
fortable* Benefirs precurd by 'our Saviour -arq 
commuticated only ro-rhoſe who. are ynitgd” to- 
him. - Particularly with | reſpe&} ro the 
. Subject : Juſtification, \that grear Bleſſing « 
the So compleat Pardon of Sins, 
th.of irs Sting, ;1s-net common t0.4 
are Chriſtians in ricle, hs 6 IrNnG | 
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IX excluſive 
Bled we the Dead that die % Vie Lend 4 
reſt from their | Labours, and- their 49 
them. Revel. The glorious Recurredtian at i 
hit Day, when the Bodies af the Saints 
now relt in :Hope, ſhall be Ge of U 
immortal, is im conſequence nion 
him. 'Thus the Apoſtle mers As 1 
al die, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made aline. 

ry. 22. As all that were naturally in and 
Adam, the corrupr Fountain = Ry 
under the ſentence of Neath ; fa all thar 
. Chrift the Head of the Regenerare, ſhall 
of his bleſſed Life. Others ſhall -be ra 
bis Power, as their- Judg , - but-cat. as 
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"3 Of E 2 "Ch: 
\ "Ha: Raw tw bemore miſerable than Death 
make -them, nor be transform'd into ' his 
Reſemblance ; made capable of ſuf 
an-ever-dying Death, nor revived to erernal 


of 'Now the Bond of our Union tro Chriſt, is 
-- the Holy Spirit derived from him, as the Head 
©: of the Church, and is the inward, powerful 
'$ = laſting | Principle of Holineſs, and- new 
I” '-in' Believers. He: that is joined ! 
Se Lond! is ons Spirit +1 r Cor. 6. 19. "that is; 
the SpiriroP fineſs- has 'a real Participas 
his Life; both quickned: and mnited td 
bin." Fun 6; 36. When t the knotje rel ws by 
the ourward applying the 
the dead Child, 2 hate 4- 34. inſpird Life 
_ him; there was no real Union .. between 
= *but Chriſt is by his Sprrir ſo inrimarcly, 
5 t0' Believers, ' that be koes in thims' 'and 
bo \- co Gal.”z. 045m The fandtifying Spirir 
=» and commanding Facul 
br jg ns Mn Poms of —_— Actions ; CLE 
- Inderitanding with favi 
© Qifies the: Obliquiry of the Ta wo, the 
bes © ons, "and reforms the. Lite-; Po thar the 
” Jane Mind's in Chriftians as was inClaiſt ; z and 
” #8 bis Conerfation was,” fuch is theirs in the 
-, FForld. This Divine Change is not wroughc by 
aural Reaſon, rhough-aflifted by. the moit 
J erful Arguments. The Breath of 'a Man 
© may as cafily diſpel a Miſt, or thaw a Froſt, as 
hamane Directions 
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| and Mortives to Vertue canf} 0 
”  p6hew the Mind and Heart, and ace a Ha-Y . /; 
Ons of Soul-towards God. Renewed Chri-f £ 
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pruned, nr mp6. yFh Bady,, or out of . the . 
he could nor tell : Thus when a natural Ma 


the current of: whoſe "Thoughts: and Aﬀections p 
wwas to the hngs. cf this World, becomes 1p - : 
Dn SE rs ng 


and fandtified Reaſon has the *Throne, _ whey” # 
he feels fuch ſtrong and . ſweer- Impulſiyves: t& 4 
Holineſs as engage the Will ;; when the-Stream. -/ 
of his Deſires aſcend ro the things above, an £=Y 
his Life becomes Holy and Heavenly, - he; feels _3 
and knows this wo Change, though the © 
manner how it was, wrought he cannor tell. 3 8 
will ſhew more fully -rhis ſanchfying Wark at = 
the Spirit, thar we may the better underita 
.our Stare. BR. 

.».: The Spirit. of God. is denominated by vat 3 
,0us'Tirles, the Spirit of Truth, the Spirit of B- : 
lineſs, the Comforter.,.. Fokn.. 15. 2.6. and Pro Fe 
ſence by yarigus Types, by as Oiirnew; aha 
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the Soul with Divine 

vpn peers afrer the Favour and: 

ce 'of 'ahd  comintnunicates Spiritual: 
er for the proſecutipn and obtaining theſe 


| Ten Spirit raiſes fiich a Love to God, | 
babirualty and ſtrongly inclines rhe Soul ro; 


Tis is hom thoſt clear and effential Charatter 
rs Bo ſpecial 'and moſt excelent} | 
of a 2 Saint, Fra pin wick all other Holy 
arions de 


| £35 Spirit of Holinieb be reriews the Wil 


As* Reaſon 1s the firſt 

; v0 gre Ex ST of Man, from whence 

F his gbron Perfections are derived, that diftin-' 

” Bih him ER tes, and give him a na-! 

; Thtal and ence and Dominioh'J xt 
er rliem, NN ES On rly de-J 
a Reaſbnkble Credtire. Thus the Love |: 
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liry, that forbids Vice as Goti ro 4 
eral Verrue as coirry, Reaton ® 


4a of Hire Nabite, tbh po "Y 


£7 to a ple *hd' plorify God. 
Love Fe inciple'of 
Halineſs; Love is cated hs FT 
Law, as "tis 4 comptehetifive Grace, 2s it 
draws forth all the. ative Powers of rhe Soul 


' to do- Gods Will in an exat 'manner, hw 


ferfal Obedience is the Exercife of Love in-va- 

lous Inſtances, As "the Spouſe in the Sohg of 
omen is tfansform'd in divets Repreſentarions; 
nerimes as @ Siſter, ſornEtimes as & Yarriour, .. 


" mi as the Keeper of 4 Vanejard bur ſhe 


ay Ig cory as hy: and her chief biiſirieſs 2 


leaſe her Beloved. This 
Deſeiptls of the Clulfch, Page When 


; F | 
+ £2 TY oP. - 
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| Þ Wl je does oe E- 29 Ns Ss 
_ God * This will make « Chrita very d 
NE NE th ao. 
Safe, him i an 
goo oge © Effet of Love. 


of ty of. ES and the: forces. of ; 


| cation, may aulſe a + Joarhing, of ſome Eyils,: » 
pn ro fome Log "Works, but with 2% 
Sins, and 4 ſecret 'Ex- 

hers other Duties; Servile. Fear is 
nels and cauſes an unequal reſpect |. 
vane Precepts : it reftrains fron Sins 3 


greater "Guilt, _ ar; which Conſcience 1 
" It X eſs to fome Duties, thi 60 oy 


elight in_o 


Mos ra but the Love of 


_ _- the Hatred of Sin -; and therefore us ? to 


| all Sin,” tior only to prevent the Exercile 
It, but ro eradicate jt. out of the SouL 
fearful conſequences, of $72. do, not ,rendes 


Ir-{o odigus r0, 4 gracious $prrze, as 15,0wn jr j- 


Idea and intrinfick Evil, as tis; contrary 
> holy Nature and Law of God: ' Love unites 
- the Sbul to God, and turns the Thoughts 'con- 
». tinually to him': and the lively ſenſe of his Ma- 
and Preſence, who. is ſo pure that: he can- 


not 1d Iniquiry, cauſes an averſion from all ! 


that 'is diſpleaſing ro his Divine Eyes. 


from hence itis thar &« zcalous Lover of God is ; 


: es: and Rtrict in reviewing his Heart add 
Ways, and upon the diſcovery of ſinful failings, Þ 3 

tenews his Re; rance, . which is rhe exe 

- *of Grief aud Love and. renews his up tY 

p70 - mote” 
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| Holineſs is the powerfal attra tive” of Gor | J 5 
ul Love 10.9 Pe” 
rv oe the Principle of. free, in 
jence.” your Saviours 
iDripk to. do the Will. 
Love is the fountain of 


Meri bong I kar am "I 
| ower over his Actions. 
1 = the renovation of one "=D , 
7 3 the Spirit, from the imperfect Change Li 
F- made-in the Unregenerate, They 7s 
the eruption of corrupe- Nature, but are $n | 
that - being waſh'd, have. an-inclination to. _ « 
in the Mite: they may by firong unpreffias Eh 
Fear bearged to do many .good things ; bu Mn 
this they are like a Bowl: that is thrown'v ich. 
ſuch violence, as controuls rhe drawing of x 
| and makes rt run contraty to it; bs « 
e iackncs rhe.Soul- ro obey the FM - | 
ons of it with. faciliry : as. che W 
| jor Ve on turned every way with reading wp ; 
LJ bas the Spirit moved them.  - 
| Pp: 
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ajainſ 
Seven: the renew dpi will ner ain 


> pom with Sir, ba fs. 
© thar is ually ued;* 
= not fo freely bene break 
fit; as ir- does from the unrenewed. By the 
3 my of the "Spirit we are” tnabled to mor 
bes ds of the Body, to cracify-the Fleſh with Þ 
> #f Ie he z0ns pf Lufts theredf. And'to perform! 
joly Diaries with freedom, afacri and zeal, in 
| bc} ner i acceptable ro In ſhort," 
? Wes Grace 1s diſtinguuſh'd from thar-which is's 
3 E Ge mon rothe Unrepenerate, by ir9prevalency 
= Foonftancy. There may be a dgclinatior in ©* 
'»; Sans rending to a -downfal ;* bur: che Seed 4 
Be = of Gl, that ſfapernatural Grace that Yemgins in ; 
"Few, will by the power of the holy Spirit re- | 
=-<over.the Snpremacy.” Others may be enlights 
zed- and feet ſome good Morians, and rranfiette% 
Coaches ; 2s Saz! had his rapture -among the 


5 b 
$4, Bl ; bur rhey are not rruly, entirely, 

-weteveringly converted tro God ; they ate not® 
# 'O0! = palarertgnrs © or Terrors of the: 
WS | Warld.; 


, WO * 


a of. the Blah wa ſome, and rempor 
| vErils break the Reſolution of others, Mee pms, 
Pirevidenc they were -not fincere Converts. Bur * 
F where the holy: Spirit ſavingly, works, he bs laid... 
13 #o dell : he is nor like a Paſſenger, or. a Tec: 
» 4 nant ar will, that negledts-the Honſe, and 
Þ fersir co fall.into ruine, bur as-the Proprey | 
and Owner he. Package perpenual refidence in rug.” . 
Chriſtians, is continual - Influence Pre: 
ſerves + _—_ Apoſtacy. "7 
Mc | Now from hence we may- judg whethepy we w 
have an Inrengft in Chriſt and his rs. For ''# 
.. the Apoſtle "clearly. rells us, That if amy Max 
WH bave not the Spirit of Chrs/h, he «x none: of hit; 
"Rom. $. 94 this {acred Signarure, we ate 
appropriated. ro. Chrift, and vifibly diſtinguithe | 
et from the World. For though the ſecret and 
pure Influences of the Spirit in_ the Soul .ave-" 
only known. to the Perſon that feels them, + Q 
2 his active Inſpirations are declarative of his Pre. -. 
.$ ſence and Power in the ourward Converſation. 3 
= As the Wind that is of fo. thin and fubril a nas © 
ure that 'tis inviſible in irlelf, bur we certainly 
rom what Point it blows by. the courts 
id. way that the Ship makes : thus the Spirit. 
K.God, who is — to the Wind, is dif 
D 2 covered "i 
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eKlicoverec by an infallible Indication, his Fruits 

1 Effects in a holy Eife;* And thoſe who: 

T ave communion with Chriſt | by | his: Spirir-,' 

| WENT © ſhare in his Vidories, and nay 'with / 
+ confidence' meer the laſt Enemy Death ';- For: 
= we are aſſured, If the Spirit of him that raiſed; ] 

A up Feſus from the dead, dwell in us, -be- that raiſed" 
wp Chriſt from the dead ſhall -alſo our mor- / 

| _ tal Bodies, by the Spirit that IN us. Rows. | 
Co 8. 2: 


3 tive conformiry ro Chriſt-in Grace,! 
> 5 ay hone with a _conſummare 'in Glory.” 
Bo Br thoſe who never felr the ſanctifying efficacy, 
gs: and Lives, 
- "they are Chriſtians in proferſion, yet they have 
- no other Union with Chritt, than a dead branch- 
;.-with a Tree thar receives ,no ſap and. yerrue”F > 
F- = frow'it ; or an artificial Member joined ro the.” 
| y, "has may have the outward clothing and 1 
"ornaments proper to thar part, bur derives no; 
Life and Senſe from ir. Yhoever # in Chriſt # | 
” & new Create." 2 Cor. 5. 17: And only thoſe: 
I . who partake in the firſt Reſurrettion from: Sin, ſhall? 
- be exempted from the Power of the: ſecond Death, 
and upon juſt grounds are freed from; rhe Ter} 
"=o of the fark 
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CHAP. VL 


Our dear Obligations t0 our, Redeemer p 4 
|  Þ . - dered, who frees us from the ſting, þ 4 
© - fear; "and dominiont of Death. His Lowe - 
4s equal to the height of his Glory from 5 | 
whence he deſcended, and the: depth "of bis” © 
 "Sufferings for our Iye: An excitation to. 
make it the great deſign of our Lives t to ® 
overcome the fear of Death. Reconcilig- 
& .. tion with God requiſite 20 our,being hy 
': from the powers of Death. wagon 
-." meceſſary -r0 — favor of < 
This dei 
* 1 6.; The preſh EEE ba 
The hozs of a future  Repentance” is vety - 
deceitful. 'Ti is very. batardow whether - | 
God will accept the Repentance that 
mertly from birter Conſtraint at laſt. The; 
' Comtinuance in' fin upon the prefu E. 
" of Pardon, renders Men moſt by 


of it. 


| Foc pply rhis Point, ler us, g 
Conider our dear Obligations ro our «> 


|, bleſſed Saviour, who to free us from' the _ 
" and endlaving fear of Death, ' ſubmirted> ro 
A : with all its Terrors from God cod wicked Man, 
© He felr a ſadnels ro ad in his Soul; and 
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= fuffered the equal extremities of Ignominy and 

> Torment in bÞ Body. | The Favour of God Þ} - 
© was intercepted from him, that ir may ſhine ? 
F + x us 1n that, gloomy hour. And all his rer-- } 
| ry= ip, though foreknown by his en-"2 
phrned Mind, conld not weaken his determin- | 

E- Will ro, undergo them: for us : Bur when 

* Peter regarded with a more-tender eye his Lite | 
than our Salvation, he was. repelld with :indig- |} * 


nation > :Unparallel'd, Love ! no leſs than-Di- } * 
yime, tranſcending all.the Inftances of humane} * 
Aﬀection. The tugheſt kind and exceſs of Love "| * 
amongſt Men'ts ro die for another; and the |} * 


-- Higheit degree in thar kind is to die to fave an 
+ Enemy ; ay of rhis our Saviour is the fingular F' 
— Example :4\Love incomprehenſible 1 it -paſſes | 
E-4 , «nd.all wnderſtending but his who-ex- F 
= preisd.ur. His Love was 10: the heighth 'F 
' bis - Glory from. whence he deſcended, - and Þ} 

the depth of his 'Sufferings that he ſuftained in 'F; 
= - our ſtead. By waſhing us from our Sins in by 
© Blood, be makes 1s Kings, Revdl. 1. dignifies us 
.: with ſpiritual Soveraignty -over,- not only deti- 
” ting, bur diſturbing Paſhons. © The freett and 
> » molt confident Sinner in the World; that rebels 
> againit the Divine Laws without reſtraint, is a 
>- Slave nor only under the Chains of his imperi- 
2» ons Luſfts, bur in that he is liable to the ſcourg- 
- -ings of Conſcience when ever awakend, and | 
to the ſervile fear of Death every day. Burt the Þ 
on: ug tian has A erat m_—_ Peace, a 
umlliry, from the tormenting appre- 

henſions and fears of Death, that are he Guſt 
conſequents of Guilr, | 
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One of the ancient, Ro- © -. 
' mans highly celeboges — 
Aſtronomers, who difcover 
[the rrue - Cauſes -of the E- 
.elipſes. of the Sun, and 
Moon, and freed the Wortd 
froin rhe double darkneſs 
-of Ignorance and Fear ; ' for before thar DiF: - 
- 1covery, | Men believed the obſcuring .of 
J +great Lights were rhe fainting firs of m'S 
. -and mortal Symptoms. threatrning an utive 
Calamity. | But what Praiſe and Blefling igdue- 
w-0ur Saviour, who hath given us 1 
, -aſſurance rhar the Death of the Righteous, is+- - 
$. nor, as: the'Hearhen World imagind,” an - b-, F 
ble lok of Life, .but a ſhort ecliphin ; of + ky? 
_— —— enfit 


it. "Plin, lib. _ XI 
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, 'F 3n the Divine Preſence for ever ? Woes | 

. {7 God which gives ts the Victory through our Lord: Fe-- > 
ſus Chrift, This hquld render him infinitgly pres - 
*crous #0.115,, atid inflame our Hearrs with Delrats e 
equal ro our Obligations to ſerye him. 

2. Ler us makeir the grear Defign and main 
Bufineſs of our Lives to remove from out Sous 
the juſt Fears of Death. "Tis one of the fol uf 

* Follies of the World to fear where there is £ 
cauſe: Ay if a Sentinel ſhould-miſtake Ghz.” | 
worms in the Night for- lighted Marches; agd*. « 

- .give a falſe Alarm :. but 'tis a worſe F | 
\*though pleaſing,” nar. to fear when rhere is the 
| oe Reaſon to excire it. And 'ris foi 
—_— tar the OW without! cho Fe 
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Dearth, thar ſhould make them ſerious in pre-Þ 
ring for ir : nay, to maintain their Security; 
are as unWilling ro hear Conſcience declare rhe 
og Frerchedeſ their Condition with reſpect rw 
, 'Ercrnity, as Abab was the Prophet  Micaiah, 

# . who always foretold evil things to him. 
= Twas the chief Deſign of the Philoſophers, 
= by- Principles of ' Reaſon to fortify theme 
» Jelves againſt all ftighrful Accidents , - and 
with 2 maſculine Mind, with an ardenr, and 
£2 generous: Spirits to f_ en” 
© + Falix quipotvit re- counter this inevitable evil; 
© - mum cognolcere caulas:” When one of them was 
& Arq.e metas mts  threatned by the was pu 
th, 
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©  A& mexprabile fatum . 
> "+ Subject pedibus. Antigonus with preſear 


pn” Fegit. be boldly replied, Threaten! 
of _ this to your diffolute Conr- 


"FRlers that are fofined and _melred by ſenſual} 
= Plcaſnres, and eafil © r of terrible Im-: 

© preflions, nor to a Philoſopher ro whom- Death) 

» _» contemprible in any appearance: "This was 
= a piece of affected Bravery; for Pagan Philo- 
þ - Fophy could never furniſh them with- Armour of 
© -. Proof againſt rhe Darr of our laſt Enemy. Bur 
© the Goſpclafſuring us rhar Death is an Entrance 
into Immortaliry, makes that ro be the Reality 
"of a Chriſtian, that was a vain beaſt of 'the 
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wg Philoſophers. 
E © © Now that we may be eſtabliſh'd in that ble{- 


- ed Franquilliry that Dearh cannor diſcompole, 
Y _*N ww . = . - . 5 

F following Directions are infinitely uſeful. bi 
+ *r, We multgive all Diligence to be ina ſtare f 


© 


"7 f Reconciliation with God. "The things requi-F: C: 


{The to thar are, as the Apoſtle declares, RepentJÞs 1, 
| n * FILE \.Y 
* % | 
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from dead Works : Heb. 6. 1. the proper Name 
-of our Sins, that deferve Erernal Death. 


\(Repentance we 'return ro Obedience that is due 


0 God our Maker and Lawgiver. Faith re« / 
ſpecs the Redeemer, who by his Blood ſhed . 


on the Crols, and pleaded in» Heaven, recon- 


Giles God to penitent Sinners. The Belief of 
his merciful and- powerful Mediation for our 


Acceprance and. Pardon, Works by Love, 2 Cov. _ 4 


{$.. 14. and conſtrains ws to dedicate our ſelves 
an a' deyored Propriety to his Glory and Ser- 


'*yice, and to live according tro -that Dedication. 


Theſe rwo are abſolutely neceſſary ro the virat” 
-and (alvifical ſtare of a Chriſtian.” And as ſoow 
-as a 'Perſon' fincerely repents and believes, he 
-$s juſtrhed before God'; and if he die&s, will 


certainly obtain erernal Glory. This thould be 


the carly and molt ſpeedy Work of our Lives-z 


for the Delay of Repentance, and Neglect of - _ - 
-ſecuring the Favour of God, arms. Dearth with 


more dStings and 'Terrors. - ':3. <8 
The inhnire danger of this I will unfold, to 
awaken the carelels and ſecure. - ah 


The Devil is a Sophiſter ir» Perfecion; and 


F- his ordinary and ſucceſsful Arrtitice-to elude the 
+ force of preſent Conviction, and: wrap Meri 
3. Sin and Damnation; ts 16 -1nduce them te de 


"+ ic great:Workof the w_ Fill afterwards .. 
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FCh.-VE Of DEATH 6s 2 
" ance towards God, and Faith in the - Lord Feſin © 
Clit Afﬀts 20. 21. Repentance includes a 7 
[Godly Sorrow for Sins paſt, with a dereftariow 3 
"/and forſaking them fincerely, without Hypo- 
":crify, and entirely, without Partialiry in the 
-;Hearr and Converſation. "Tis call'd Repentance 
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is nor ſo fooliſh to tell rhem, as he did our fir 
Parents, 7% ſhall not die, for the 'T jon is 


idence and Certainry of fu 
Truths, thar diſturb the ſecuriry of Sinners, is 
fomerimes obſcur'd by affected Doubts, yer 
there is no Artifice that can refift the full: ang 


table. Though Narure recoils from it with: 
-abhorrence, yer this ſad Truth is ſo vifible, that 
it forces an affſent from all. Thoſe who are ,ti- 
*rular Gods, rhe greareſt Princes, are not fo 
vain as t9 pretend ro an exemption by Priviledg 
from that faral Neceſliry ; they cannot fancy 
to be imbalm'd ative, and that Nature may 'be 
made incorruptible by Art : "The Palace 1s as 
near the Grave as the Corrage : therefore rhe 
Devil cheriſhes in Men fond hopes of a long 
Lite : As ſome oprtick Glaſſes deceive the Sight, 
and make a ſuperficial Repreſentarion in 
Jours on a Wall but rwo or three Steps diftant, 
appear a long deep Gallery. Thus the Temp- 
ter by a dangerous Deceit' preſents to rhe Ima- 
gination the faral term ata great diſtance ; and 
fince.he cannor lefſen the Certainty of Death 
in Mens Bclief, he removes the Image of it out |. 
* of their Memories, ro weaken the Impreſſion 
| that it is capable to make on their Aﬀections : | 
© 7 They. dare nor venture: ro die, as they live, 
*earelefs of Salvation, and unprepared' for their 
accounts with God ; therefore they fufpend rhe 
'Workings of Conſcience by 'a ſeeming Compli-F: 
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to pat ble, that it could deceive none. "Though: # 
= <he Evi rural #- 


AKrong Conviction in Men, that Death is inevi- 


ance 3 they reſolve at"random to convert and }+ 


4 , * . . 
-  vcform' hereafter , but wall: nor. determine atF” 
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- finuares,” there will be a lon Inerval be 
the preſent time and the laſt that / 
; Becide their State. for ever ; ; thre will 
convenient ſeaſon +t0 prepare. for : the:. other ” 
- World-when they bave done with this 3 as ifs 
Repentance were belt ar laft, when 93 
no Temprarions,-'and therefore; 'no-DangeriigF-- 
terradting it- And the Heart of Man/is a:greas-. 
Flarterer, very ſubtile ro deceive and ruin him-- © 
with vain Reſolutions of a. devour Retiremeng,” © 
and becoming. ſeriouſly Religious hehe | 3 
andithns by an-eafy permiflion he gratifies- the - 
-preſenr-Defires of the Fleſh, and goes in a Cir-\,. 
cuir from -one Vanity to another, till Death.” 
gin the preſumer. "Tis. very applicable tw» 
urpoſe, whar 15 related of Alc 
the Poke who from every ' ſeaſon of Athei. 
the Year, rook Arguments ro give &'? 


new Title ro his Int The $S 
he ſaid, required liberaldranking + in {f1gn © _ "i 
for the Renovarion of Narure ; : the Summer. 


ro remper our Heat, and refreſh our Thirſt ; 

'twas due to Aurumn that- is dedicated -t0 the * A 

Vintage ; and Winter required it ro expel. the - 
cold, thar would congeal the Blood .and _ 
Thus he pleaded for theallowance of his Excebs. 

And ſo Men in the ſeveral Ages of Life, (thar-- 

are correſpondent to- the Seatons of the Is 36 

frame ſome Excuſes to delay Repentance, & 2 
give ſome colour ro their - Rebellion 
F- God, who commands us to hear his Voie. 3 v3 
I Day, obediently and immedaarely, upon no-. 
penalty rhag being excluded . from; Jiis. þ 
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RW Reft for ever : Heb. 2. 7,%F"/ 
2 **Quicenim faris expli> Yer rhe AC _ | 
2 en verbls, quantum mar ec rreaches another Go Þ 
% LEE mcerio, & Pet to himſelf, and thinks} + 
© "Antoregeats lupplicio> -rhe Vanines of Childhood, Þ - 
FE the Pleaſures: of Youth, the Þ + 
5 Batncs of Middte Age, andthe Infirmiry-of F - 
-. Old Age, are plauſible prerences to pur off the Þ} 
* .#erious Work of Repemance': Q rhar ſuch} ' 
would - duly confider the deſperate uncertainty F - 
_ -pon-which Men build their Hopes. of a furure } 
- ;Repentance, and Divine acceptance. . 
-.. . 1. Men delay Repentance upon the prefump- | - 
» + Hon of along Life : Bur what is more unces- 

tain ? "Tis the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God | + 

to conceal in hs impenetrable Counſels the } ®: 

time of our ſojourning here : For if Men, tho' } - 
:hable ro Death every hour, and therefore | -: 

ſhould be under juſt Fear, left it furprize them } .* 
-unprepar'd, yer againſt ſo ſtrong.a Corb, run 
- with that. exorbitant vehemence afrer rhe pre-] © 
” - tent World ; how much more licentious would | . 
E-. - they be, if ſecured from ſudden Death ? -Bur | + 
none can promiſe ro himſelf one Day. Dearth 
comes not according to the order of Narure, | . 
bur: the Decree of God. How many in the | + 
Flower of their Youth and Strengrh, thought | . 
"mthemſelves. at as great a diltance from Death, 
as the-Eaft is from the Welt, when there was þ 
nor the ſpace of an Hour berween them and 
© Dearth, berween them and Hell ? The Lamp | 
= Auddenly expires by a Blaſt of Wind, when$; 
- *Rhere- is plevry of Oil ro feed ir. Fhe Rich $©-+-. 
6 a" pleated. hunſelf with deligns of ſenſual: 
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- Enjoyments for many years, yer did nor 
- dawning of rhe next Morning : Thow Fool, this ©. 


- Night ſhall thy Soul be required of thee. | This.” 


ſce the 


Sentence is in Heaven againſt rhou- 


" fands that are now alive, converſant inthe” Va- 
- *niries/and Buſineſs of - rhe World, Eating and 
Prinking, Playing and Trading,-and all aticon- 
cerned as to 
before ro Morrow, and their unwilling [Souls 


ing, 'yer ſhall brearh rheir"laſt 
be rent from the Embraces of their es. In 


-+yarious. manners Men die from - inward and 


outward Cauſes ; an Apoplexy, an Impoſthume, 


-2 Flux of Rhume ſtopping Reſpiration, kills 
-rhe Body withour w_ preſaging Signs of Dearth: 


As if the: Roof and all rhe Chambers- ſhould 


fall within the Houſe, while the Walls are 


ſtanding entire : And how many unforeſeen 
accidents, and therefore ineyable, pur a ſut- 


*den Period to Life ? Is ir not our trueſt Wiſdom 


by an early Repentance to prepare for ' Death, 
when the Seaſon is certainly ſhort, and but un- 
certainly continued, and the Omifhon is irre- 
parable ? 

2. Suppoſe: Life be continued, yer Sinners 


- that delay Repentance.,, can have no rational 


hopes that they ſhall ſincerely repent in time to 
come. For, 

1ſt. Saving Repentance is the Gift of God? 
and is ir likely that thoſe-who have been infen- 
ſible of rhe loud and carne(t Calls of the Word, 


-: inflexible ro the- gracious Methods of his Pro- % 
; vidence leading them ko Repenrance, ſhonld 2% : 
3 hit obtain Converting Grace ? "Fhe Gales-gf * 
alF*-the Spirit are very. traulient- and: blow where | 
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| EN wilfully and often refifted him, ſhould * 
by an -.exuberant Favour -receive afterwards . 


amore goyurtel Grace, to over-rule their {tnb- 
botn. Wills, and make them obedient > To ex- 
Divine Grace//and* the powerful Workings 


£ 


peels Spitic.,afrer; long ;nefiiting bis Loy Bat» 


- cirarions,. is ;borh/.unreaſenable and unrevealed. . 
*Tis wrirten as with a Sun-beam , that God. 


will -graciouſly pardon repenting Sinners - thar 


reform their Lives ; burt*ns no-where promiled ! 


that he will give ſaving Re- 


Nemo, ergo fibi pro- pentance-to. thoſe who: ſe-: 


| mittat, quod evangeli- : : : 
Won proteins curely continue 1n Sin, ups» 


Aug. On a corrupt Confidence 


they will repent at laſt. Our®* | * 


Saviour threatens to him rhat neglects the im- 
| ving the GracEthar 1s offer d, That which he 
"© h ſhall be taken away: Yer Men unwilling at 
: "— ro forlake their Sins of . Pleaſure and 
rofir, vainly hope they ſhall obtain Grace 


hereafter, without any Promiſe from God, and \ | 
againſt the 'Tenor of his Threarnings. God has, 


-threatned that his Spirit ſhal not always ſtrive 
with rebellious Sinners, and then their Stare is re- 
* medilels. This may be the caſe of many in 
” this Life, who are inſenſible of rheir Malery. 

-  *As Conlumprive Perſons decline by degrees, 
loſe their Appetite, Colour and Strengrh, «ill 
ar laſt they are hopeleſs : So the Withdrawings 

- of the Spirit are gradual, his Motions are not 

Jo ſtrong nor frequent ; and upon the continued 


provocartions of the Diſobedient, finally leaves? ; 


V them under thar moſt feartul doom, He that. 4s 
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F ow, let unrighteous all : thus 
Bees them on ahi a as- = 
"Damned, by giving them over to Sin. "Tisa © 
| bloody adventure for Men to indulge their eat- 

" nal Ap perites, as if they had infallible _ 
that they ſhould nor die in an impeniitent Rare. 


'The ——_—— does not regularly truſt, burrempt 4 


ar Suppoſe the Holy Spirit be nor rotally bs 
4+ withdrawn. yer by every Days -continuance-in © 
Sin, the Heart is more R— ——— the Im- 
prefſians of ; Grace, more averſe 

to God, and Repentance more difficulr —_ ha- 
-zardous.: The laft: Diſpoſition thar ſeals 
| ba, the Damnation -of Sinners is Impenitence. 

O 


w he that delays the returning to his | 0-H Ws 
ſhall have more cauſe to | 


leſs Will and Power ; for bee ops ON. -4 
him more uncapable 'of Repentance, and thr? 
+ which, is Indiſpefition, will become. Averſeneſs - 
and Obſtinacy. 'The Hearr with Di 
* changes irs lait end. Actions may be ſuddenly 
" changd, when there is a diſabiliry ro perform 
them ; bur the inward Inclinarions to Sin; with- 
our ſupernatural renewing Grace, remain. "Tis® 3 
therefore the ſubtilry of the Old Serpent to 
make the entrance of Sin ealy : for he knows 
| |thar Cuſtom is a ſecond Nature , and has a 
* mighty Power in us : Can an Ethiopian ch 
| bu Skin, or the Leopard change hu Spots ? then 
; "may you who are accuſtomed to do Evil, do Good. 
If Sin in its Infancy can make fuch RG ſtance, * 
| char the Spur of Grace is foil'd in his Motens 
w . 
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| Gray we Sou rom enge how ow much 4 
-more when 'tis grown into a c 'd Hiabir > 84 
"Therefore the Apoſtle urges ſo zealouſly. ;* © 
Day. if you will bear by Voice, harden not your” -L 
Heart, left any be hardned through the decei tfubneſs h 
of bin, ” 
-3. How uncertain is ic whethir God-wvill-cod [ 
cepr'the Addreffes of ſuch ar laſt > We are 
—_—_— Seek the Lord while he may be found, } 
ipou him while he 5 near. The Limitation - 
es, x" the Seaſon be neglected , he will < 
- hide his Face for ever: Now in caſes of great f 
| ve and Hazard, what Diligence, whar '$ P 
Caurion ſhould be uſed-? fe 
1/t. Confider how derogatory it is ro his Mz | 
zeſty, ro offer 'ro him the /Dregs of our Age * 
- the Reli -— ar of a licentious careleſs Life, ſpent +® 
mn the Works of Vaniry. Is this # give Glory Þ-*; 
*- fo God ? Fer. 13. 16. . Contempt provokes Su- | 3 
-periours as much as actual Injuries : How vi-' < 
lifying is ir of his eternal Grearneſs:, '-rhat} Þ 


* 4 land 


+ Men laviſhly waſte the beſt of their Time'and! 
_ "Strength upon their Luſts, and when rhroughts 
Weakneſs of Age, or the Violence of a Diſcaie, 
they can no more do the acts of Sin, nor reliſh 
-*rhe pleaſures of Sia ; ro preſume that God will 
-upon their Prayers forgive their Sins ſo long in- 
dulg'd, arid of {uch violent provocations, and 
receive rhem into his Kingdom, as if he could 
not be happy without them, and ir were his. 
Intereſt ro receive them > God has laid, his Ex- 
.ceptions againſt ſuch Addrefles : He may juſtly Þ-* 
ſtand upon his Greatneſs and Honour : If 5 Þ 
. "offer the Blind far a Sacrifice, it not evil ? And | 
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? "5þ:ge affer the Lame and Sick, us it not vil? Om _ 


> Þ 1t now to thy Governour, will he be pleaſed with it, 
Ty # to accept thy Perſon, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts 2 Abthe 
>Lord upraids the Jews for their black Ingraritude 
28 in barginning for t eces of Silver, to have: | 7 
F him berrayed ro their Malice ; 4 goodly Price that - 7 
o- | 1 was prized at of them. So when there is an unk*.- 
yerfal Proftrarion of all the Powers and Faculries, 
when the Spirits are damp, the vital Heat is 
check d, Fo. the function of the ſenſes: is: obitr- . 
* ted, then to ſeek ro God for Mercy, and to make 
fair- Promiſes of Qbedience, he may juitly re- 
proach the Preſumer, & goody time you have alotted 
for me !-- Your Youth and Strength, the Golden 
> | Age of Life, has been waſted on: your Lufts, and 
4 | ip the Buſineſs of the World ; and the wrexched 
ic 4 .vemains you think worthy of rgy Acceptance. "7 
yy | 24h. er what Sinecrity os moral. Value © > 
;- | $.1n Religion' thar meerly- proceeds. from: birer - + + 
;.- Conftrainr? "Tis a Rule in Law, Falſum eſt eam _. 
4 prperifſe; cui mortus filius extrafius eft : Tis not a” 
-natural Birth when the Child is extracted. from 
F=ahe dead Mather : 'Tis nor genuine Piery:that'ss 
4 -exrorrted by the rack, whilit the Hearr full of:Re- 
-luCtancy does nor truly conſent :  Pure-Religion 
flows uncompell'd from Love ro God ;: "tis the 
Dregs that come -forth with prefling. "Tis ob- 
4.1 ſerved of the 1/raclites, Plal. 58. 34, 36. that 
4þ when God ſlew them, they ſought him, and returned 
,and enquired early after God. But 'tis added, : Ne- 
*vertheleſi they did flatter him with their Mouths, 
and they lied to him with their Tongues :- for thear- 
* Hearts were not right with him, neither were. 
$: ftedfaft in his Covenant. How often does Expert 
ence 
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ance convince us of the Inefficacy of a SickbedJ 
» ponthoes? How many that were very devour} 
” and mournful with one. Foot as it were- in the; 
= Grave, andanother in Hell, -and were asa Brands 
I _ our of the Fire ; yet when the Fear of? 
= is removed, all the Ferrors of Conſcience, 
&, © the religious Aﬀections that were felr and ex» 
_— y them, vaniſh. as the Morning-Dew. >: 
Now converring Grace is. diſtinguiſh d by: 1ts ras; 
Eication and-efficacy, not only from: the mere: 
Prerences of thoſe who know their own Inſinces. 
riry, bur from the real Workings of Conſcience; 
and the imperfect Diſpofitions tro Good that are: 
in.the Unrenewed. And rhoſe Perſons who with; 
we return of Healrh, have returned ro their Sins, - 
ar had died with their zeligions Reſolution 
w ; 


e -preſum'd;' char'their Repent ance was: 6; 
'£y.. . The Heart 5 deceitful above. all things, /and a« Ig 
bove att things deceitful to ir felf. 1% 
Sinners are plunged im deep Diftres, when the Þ'y; 
.  [fhadow' of Death firs upon their. Eye-lids, theys i 
# mmaywith plentiful effutions of Tears-defire Goanſ: 
t9-receive then to Heaven, not: to fee and praiſe 
Ins: dorable 'Excellencies, \nor'ro pleaſe and glo- |; 
nhe him 'for/ ever, but as a Sanctuary from Te--| - 
venging Juſtice, a Refuge'from Hell. And wall 
ſuch Prayers prevail > Whar ſwells the Confi-, 
.dence of Singers, 'bur unworthy Notions of God, 
' . "a5.ifa forcdand formal Confefiion. of their Sins. 
+, ould deceive hisalk diſcerning Eye ; and Deſires: 
merely terminated 'on themſetves, were ſufficient. 
wo: reconcile his offended Majeſty ? | 
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_ 5 the moſt provoking abuſe of his Goornef} and 
J horg/ oe aket ſhauld lead them waits 

ce, nance, Rom. 2. He can in the rwinkling © 

” eye, in the bearing of a Pulſe cur off i BR 
[4 4\there 4s. no Conſideration ſhould be ſo.melung 
TC} axed. moving.as his Clemency. We. read of 
4 Devid, that he had more than once-in his power 
W. Sau his unjuſt and eruel Enemy, yer ſpared him : 
TE'f the eftect of it was; that Saw! was ſoftened, and 
the} under ſuch compunctien of Sprrit, thar he wept, 
"5, 4 confels'd his Guilr, ie, and peeGeraned him no more, 
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bn gracious, ſuch @ lo- 
__ ar Fonry be be raed that- up © 
e His dying Pray er, Lord, — _ 


oy bes, the enfwer will be, To day ſhalt thou be-with” 

we mm paradiſe. This is the deceirful O_—_ 
n Thich Men ufually build rheir 

Ations, that bear the Image of their inda 
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U clearly manifeſt. Now this prefumpruous In- 
tl, n ence gives the deepeſt grain to their Sins, 
d, makes them more uncapable of Pardo. 
wo Chryfoftom obſerves, that Fudas-was encouraged 


to =_ his Matter, preſuming on his Lenity, 
Goodne Benigniry, which Conſiderations in- 
intolerably a g——_ his Treaſon, 'and con- 
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I | 3: There 1s nothing —_—_— Men more -un«: 
worthy of Mercy | than continuance in Sin, wp-- 
-6n preſumption of an eakie Pardon at-lat. "This-- 


ns as eaſlte to his Power as' to will it. And. 


opes. There 15a dreadful threat- 
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\ proof : I will alſo laugh at your Calamity, and mock 
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ning againſt thoſe who reject the Invitations oF 


Grace 1n' their Proſperity, and when the righte-Þ 


earneſt. 
led,” and ye. have "refuſed ; IT have ſtretch'd out my: 


Gy lacy comes to Senrence and Execution, are 


Hands, and no Man reparded : But ye have ſet a 


naught all my Counſel, and would none of my Re- 


"when your Fear"comes : Wien your Fear' comes as 4. 


E's a Deſolation,and your Deſtruftion « a Whirlwind, } 


when [Diſtreſs and Anguiſh come upon you : then 
ſhall they call npon —_ py T will df antoey' they 
ſhall ſeckh, me early, but ſhall not find me : For thy } 


bated knowledge, and did not chooſe the fear of the Þ 
Lord. Prov.1. A doleful Caſe beyond all podlible | 


expreſſion | when -rhe ſinful Creature, 


=" SFall Comforts below, iddrefies ro-Hidavexy forts. 


Y I | | 
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and Indignation. The fooliſh Virgins, cateleſs' 


ro prepare for the Bridegoom's coming, in vain F' 
ar laſt difcoverd their want of Qil, in to ſolli- } 
- cired the wile Virgins for Supply, in vain knock'd 


ar the door, crying,: Lord, Lord, open to us, Mat. 


25. the anſwer was ſevere and- peremprory , I Þ 


know you not ; and rhey were far ever excluded 
from- the Joys of Heaven. 


+ 


ants for Mercy. Becanſe I have cak 
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ri 
$7 moſt Le to delay our Reconcili« 
J ation 


h God till the-ttme of Sickneſs. 


declining time. The vanity of Mans pre- 
" ſuming to delay Repemtance, becauſe ſome 
have been Converted in their laſt Hours. 
The Inſtances of ſuch are rare, and not. 
#0 be drawn into Examples. Jnnumerable 
bave dyed in their Sins, deceived with . + 
hopes of Repenting hereafter. Thoſe whaq” 
have delayed their Repentance, are not ut= 
| deſtitute of bopes if they earneftly 
ſeek, God at lat. | 


4 H9QY incongruous 1s it to-delay the fq- 


lemn Work of Reconciliation with God 


* nll the rime of Sickneſs. This is an Aﬀair where- 
4n -our- tranſcendent Intereſt is concerned; and 
+ ſhould be performed in our moſt calm and ſenſi- 


ble Condition, when we are moſt capable of re- 


'flecting upon our Ways, and making an exact 
' trial of our ſelves, in order to our returning to 


God by a holy change of our Lives. Now that 


- the rime of. Sickneſs 15 not a conyenienr ſeaſon for +2 
this Work, is ſadly evident ; for ſome Diſeaſes 
- are ſtupifying, and all rhe powers of rhe Soul are 


benumm'd in adull Captivity ; fo that the fick . 


$ Man on perceives with his animal Faculnes. ..* 
F. Some Dilcales are tormenting, and cauſe 2 grads Þ 
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= diſorder in the Soul, and diſtract rhe Thoughts 'Þ 
+ from cont is ſpiritual Stare, - When the Þ 
* , Storm isat the higheſt, and the Pilor fo ſick thar.Þ 
, _—_ no Directions, rhe: Ship jgyſcfr ro the” F 
., tary ob the Winds, and:eſcapesby e When 
” there is@ Tempeſt in the Humouss.of the Body, |. 
and.the. Sout. by  Sympatby is. ſo diſcompos'd, | 
thar- it -cannot apply It {elf ro prepare for- its ap- 
| ce before the Divine Tribunal, whar dan- 
-ger of being loſt, and paſſing from a' ſhort Agony 
to everlaſting Tormenr ? | 
_ Beſides ; Suppole rhe Sickneſs more tolerable, 
| yer _— unfit is a Perſon 
W languiſhing, when 
A e's and. akiewe are 
| ; both afflicted, ro -encounter 
with the cruel Enemy of Souls ? All thar fincere- 
ly ſeek Peace with God, muſt expect fierce An- 
ger and War from Satan : therefore 'ris a point 
of neceſſary Wiſdom, whilſt our Bodies. and 
Minds are in. the beſt order, ro be preparing a- 
gainſt his Aﬀavlrs. | 
5. Conſider how uncomfortable ir is' to delay 
Repentance till Age'and Sickneſs, when the Fruirs 
of 1t are nor fo evident nor acceptable : Ir evil} di 
days; and the Approaches of Death, 'tis very | 
'- Hard to diſcover the Sinceriry- of the' Heart, | 
> Whether Repentance proceeds ' from Holy | Þ 
- Principles, whether the Sorrow -then ex-/] 
 preſsd be Godly for Sin; or meetly narral; for 
| We tunent ; whether rhe good Refolutions- be 
£ - the Effects of permanent Fidelity, or of violent ye 
2 Fear, that will vaniſh, the cauſe being removed. WR 
= When the Invitations to Sin ceafe, there may re-. ww 
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ws I | main a fecrer undiſcerned Love toir in the Hear We 


at: Apoftacy. The Snake” thar ſeem'd dead inthe: 
he” F Froft, revived by rhe Fire. The: inordinate Af 
en | ſections rtar ſeemed morrified, wherr the ſenf®: * 
Y, { tive Faculties were difabled te carnal Enjoyments, 
d, | may have inwatd Life, and wilt ſoon be active 


P- | and vi inthe Preſence of Temprations. And 
n- } thar Dakibob-Rppentince is uſually. deceirful, 
y from hence, that not one of a thouſand! 
= recover from dangerous Diſeaſes are fairh» 
e, | ful in performing their molt ſacred and folemn © 7 
nf Vows. How many having rhe Sentence of  * , 
nf Death in themſelves, and- under the Texrors of 
re |} the Lord, have expreſſedithe greareſt A 
er - | of their Sins, and reſolved, as they thought'fin- 
e- | cerely, if God would fpare them, ro reform their” "© 
i- {| ways, to become new Creatures, exemplary in .* 
it -F all Holy Converſation ; yer the Danger being 
&. [| over, their Hears of Devotion expire asthey re- 
a- | vive, and their Lufts recover Strengrh- with 
their Bodies, and being ſuppreſs'd only. by Fear; 
Y {| are more fierce in their Return. "Their Hearts 
$3 were as Marble, thar' in rainy. Weather ſeeras-: 
diffolved intro Warer , bur 'ris only from the 
Y {| Moiſture of the Air, and remains as hard as ever * 
, | When the Fear of Death is removed, all their 
y | Promiſes of Reformation. are incffective, as 
EF riolent and void. ; all their religious - Aﬀections.. 
rt Fr yamihas the Morning-Dew. Now if theſe:P&-- 
e ns: had died before rhis viſible Trial and Diſce- 
 Fvery.they bad paſt into the orher World with the 
L FRepuracion of true Penitents, deceiving others ' 
> Fwith their Prayers -and Tears, aud liberal Prov. ©: 
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© Miles, the outward Signs of rance, and de: * 
= ceived them{elves by the in Workings of an. 
- - alarmed Conſcience : Therefore Miniſters ſhould" F 
- beverycircumſpett in applying the Promiſes of: 
-- Merey to Perſons in fuch a State; for an Error in 
that kind has fearful Conſequences. A little opi- 
ate Prviniry may quiet the Mind for a rime, bur 
the Virrue of it will be ſoon ſpent, and the Pre- 
famer periſhes for ever. Bur ſuppoſe a dying Per- 
fon-with true Tears and unfeigned perſevering* 
Aﬀections returns to God :; Can he have a com- 
fortable Affurance of his Sinceriry > Indeed rhe 
Searcher and Judg of Hearts will accept him : | 
- but how doubrfal and wavering are his Hopes ? 
whar anxious Fears are 1n his Brealt,leſt he builds 
upon'a ſandy Foundation ? And how dreadful is 
ir r0- appear before” the Tribuna! of God, and 
expect an uncerrain Sentence ? 

Bur Sinnery ſtill pleaſe themſelves in this, thar 
God has effectually called fone ar the laſt Hour, 
and rhey-may find the ſame Favour with others. 

; TothislLanſwer : 

i Tis true, we have ſome rare admirable In- 
ſtances of God's Mercy and Grace. the dying 
Thief and ſome others, which ſhew'd 'ris potible 
with God to aboliſh the mo{t confirmed Habirs ] 
ir a ſhort time, and by a ſwift Convertion to pre- 

| = a yinner for Heaven. Bur theſe miraculous 
-- Examples are nor to-be drawn into Conſequence 
Good alicui gratios for the Encouragement of 
” conecditur,trahinonde- any in their Sins. A* Prince 
> bet ab alis in exem= will nor. endure that his free -: 
LL | Favours: ſhould be made” a 'F 
» Law to him, and the ipecial Priyiledge of ns | 
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"'Þ ts extended to all 2: As Thakes aid, An old Max"®} 
| riner-char has. aſcapd the various Dangers. by. © ® 

4 -pradipangs. ware WAS 2. New Miracte 

ÞT So that ane who has lived an obftinate Sinner, 
dies a 


penirent Believer, 1s very rare and extra-, 

| . What our Saviour {aid concetning 

the Salvation of rich Men, is_ juſtly applicable 

to this Caſe, That it was as eaſy for a Came! to $0 

through the eye of: « Needle, as for a rich Mas to 

enter inta the Kingdom of Heaven. This fo afto- 

4 niſh'd, the Apoltles, that. they cried, MH#/bo then 
can be ſaved > To mitigate the difficulry, he. 
remembers them of .the Divine Omniporence.: 

All things are poſſible with God. , Thus- for, ane 

who has been hardned in. a long conrle of .Sin, 

and making himielf meet; for . the Co 70 

damned Spirirs: in Hell, . to be ar aft faddenty 

prepared and received into the pure and glori- 
ous Sociery above, is poſſible, bur poſſible only 
as Miracles are by the efficacy of Infinite Pow- 
er; and we cannot reaſonably expect fach Mi- +» 
racles. And are Heaven [and Hell ſuch rrivial 
things as to be, left ro an uncertainty * Are not 

Men concern'd m another manner in. the affairs 

of this World. How careful ro prevent the 

{ſentence of Death, of Impriſenment, of Baniſh- 

ment ? How diigent, to obtain ſome remporal 

advantage ? Yet. how neglectful in things of. 

-higheſt importance ?. Ir may be, fays. the ſecure 
rerch, God will give me Repentance ar laſt, 

as he did to others. Re- 

F member you ſpeak of that Ti aiyers lowg:n0v6-. 

*that molt nearly concerns now. 7naftr Vous 

your Youl, ww __ Beate. Ohryl. 
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* $08 ea you be go of ſuck” a cruel 


32 y prove deadly, and rety on A ys Reme- 
es 
5 ch a defperare careleſnefs, ' as'to 


cave LAS ation and Damnation t/a per- 
FER. 7. 
x oc Baca Sexy: 
e I 
"Ss reds their fins, ©atid uy 
tax deceperit. tg. orear numbers SE 
lacious 
at laſt. Diagores the Atheiſt 
- werning Propidetice of 7 domed lovwer 


” World, the of on) *when otie for 
7 Sy we os , hint in the 


H Ti.” + Temple of Fo prune many vonve 


| TEE corps ve ie grateful  ac- 
Knowledgmens of y addrefſes' ro 
the Gods in Nour th ftorms,. had arrived ſafe 
ar their Ports ; and ask'{Hitrr, Whether he bad 
cbſery & roſe numerots Teftimonies for Divine 
| Providence ? 'He replied, 7 ſee chem ; 
Tully, but how "maly baving invocated Nep- 
rune, yet periſh'd 'in the Ocean, and 

azever came to pay hes Vows fot Deliverance ? 
*Twas Impiery in him to argue ſo againſt Gods 
diſpoſing Providence; 'but.ir may be juſtly ſaid 
to thofe who negtect their preſefir Dury,” pre- 
fuming upon ſore Examples of fiis glortous 
Gopdaefs on thoſe wh6 wete converted and fa- 
ved in their approaches” to Dearth. How mary 
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males of amendment, when they are neardying, 


& >< 


yer from Atheiſm are ſecure as Femmab, . who 
{lept in the midit of a 'Tempelt ar Sea? The 
es their Lives —_— -_ v be OÞ 
vine Vengeance, they are feizd by a Spirit 

Shtumber, and paſs withour fear into rhe was of 
everlaſting Detperation. '- How many; are des 
ceived with appearance of Repentance, 
and miſtake a falſe Peace for a true, and aſſwage 
the anguith of Conſcience by palliating Remes, - 


; dies ? Their ſorrow for Sin, their Prayers, 


their reſolutions of Reformation, are rhe pro- 


duct of ſervile Fear, thar is ineffectual ro- Sat 
vation : And as 'tis with crafty Tradefmes, 
;thar take up much upon Truſt, when'tnear 


breaking ; - io they are very liberal of the pro- 


E 2 rom 


A% Higheſt degree hateful ro God. And ſfomerimes 


alle quilry 

forms of a troubled Spirir: for thoſe who hope 
pot: deceitful grotinds, -are in the moſt hopeleſs 

ſtare, \megleting whar is requiſite. in-ordet: to 
” Salvation. "Thus'idinumerable-pafs in a Cloud: . 
&f Deluſion to rhe Kingdom of -Darkneſs. And! © 
how many who-'have lived-irr carelets ſ&uriry, 
as if rhey had made a Covenant with Death, 
> when Conſcience is awaken'd, and looks ints 
- @Cedepttref their Guilr, when they ſee Death |} 

® Before themartended with Jucgment, and Judg- | 
- ment with an everlaſting Hell, -as we read of 
Siſera, who from extream Fear, paisd to 'ex- 
tream Security ; fo on the contrary, theſe ſelt- 
&eceivers from ſecuriry have fallen into detpair. 
Then Truth and Conſcience that were fo long 
under unrighteous Reſtraints, break. the Fer- 
xers, and terribly charge the Sinners: Then in- 
numerablg acts, which rhey rhoughr zo be in- 
nocent, appear 'to be fins ; and fin that they 
made hghr of, to be infinitely evil, and in the 


by tke ſuggeſtions of rhe Enemy of Souls, they - 
are overwhelmed with Deſpair, and their lat 
Error is worle than the firſt. The Devil makes 
his advantage of the rimerous Conſcience, as 
well as of the ſeared : Solirude is his Scene as 
well as rhe noily Thearre ; and by contrary Þ 
ways, cher Prefumption or Deſpair, brings Þ + 
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| Ano ſame-end:' He changes his Mes 

- -thods - according -/ to. their : 

$ - Femprer rurns accuſer ; and then ſuch who ha 
| bur a dim fight of fin * before, have ar+ -over- 
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- EX - miſerable. 'Tis obſerved of thoſe 
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' blem- of a_deſpairing Soul : For when 1 


'_ ceiv'd Fudas when he came to betray him,. | 


ow ay | pcs A I 
_ — is and : 


"5 AC 


> ®m BB. Be Bacebeinidy 


SD v ow 
f 7% LM meg - | by 
V 3 n 4 = 4 LAT Ar Y 
c . "y 5 » # 
ha. "2, OED WW ts > g ME. d —- 


k ſighr- of it, and are fwatlowed up in att : 
To. Confuſion. The Condition. of ſuch ws 


who are bitten with a mad Dog, that their Cute 
s extream . + difficulr:, uf | 
not impoſſible ; for berg + Milervignunt marks + 


are {o fearful of Warer; 1 « F (; 

thar the fight of ir ſome- a:1gutio fe Cole ” 
runes es  fadden Con- 

vulfons and- Death. This 1s a fignificant Emy- 


Canſcience bes 10 quick, the guilty. Perſon © 
flfd with Eftuarions and Terrors , 


thirſts for Pardon, yer feartully forlakes his 


own Mercies. Whatever 1s 


of Chriſt ſafficient 10 redeem. :rhe-lolt- Work, . 
x increaſes his Deſpair, becauſe ne. has 

abuſed choſe: Mercia, and neglected Merv -v8 
ris. The molt precious. Promiſes of the Gov - 
{pel are kilkng Terrors to- him. : as: the 
Fitle of Fraend, wherewith- 'our Saviour 


the moſt ftinging Reproach of tus periidious - 
Villany. 'Ehus ir appears. how dangergus: it 
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" Fetembrance or of Sin, 'the ſenſes | 
ot” ſecuriry of Conſcience 'may be equally de- F 
fructive. 


-  -**The fum of whar has: been amplified in this 
Parr is. this * A-vain” hope of living long, and 
$5 reconcil'd ra 'God when Men is 
the -fatal Foundation of their Sins and Miſery. 
_ _— apply the Word of God againft rhe Mind 
| Gog, rg ſecurely provoke hum, / as-1f-they Þ | 
; by rake» Heaven by Violence;” in .contradr= | + 
RI gy Galpel” Bur they uſually :difpaſe Þ| - 
thar -tume. they ſhall never enjoy, -and pre- 
_ agon-thar Mercy and 'Grace they ſtall ne- 
ver obtain. We are commanded. #8 /eck;/the 
Hort! white he 'may be ifound '; | fad-Inumation 
bt (ris tor in” our power '20" find-'/him/gamour | + 
"Comforr-when we pleaſe: He fpares Jong,::but | :« 
abuled Parience'will deliverinners ro 1 
| © Chamber Jaftice. Sainpſon was rhree- times mn © 2 
mber of "his Luft', expos'd ro 'T 
jr emi bur- the fourth time he ſaid, I wil 
e; bur was-{urprized by his Enemies, and 
a_—_ Strength; and Sight; and Liberry.- How 
juitly -will the 'witful neglect” of © Salvation fo 
B= and/fo compaſſionarely offer d ro Sinners, 
er- the ' Divine" Mercy inexorable ro-their 
Prayers and” Tears at laſt > When a _ 
Gentleman'thart was wont to revel in the nt 
and fleep in rhe Uay, had waſted .a great E 
| byLuxury, he peritioned/ tbe "Emperour | Tibes | 
row to-relieve his Poverty, and was : difmiſs'd . 
with this upbraiding Anſwer, 'Sero.experretiut: 66, 
| br are: nlen too late. He never open'd his 
re: -his GG till" ir -was " wok 
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F yolk the > Made of Fin ro 7 them. 


dneſs 15. exem lib 

_—_ Y-;.for norwihitand fee 
: hke: themuelves cur off m. evil. Way c k 

_ - canoe, unreformcd, ..as if they were Rar s 2 
_ of -Hell, as if reſolved 0, EY, HOT- own 4 


Dargnation 

1 would nor from whar has been repreſented 
.in-chis Matter fo unzverſally . 
,any.,thar have lived / in. a..courle; of Sin, | 
| aurach ecking to, God in their Jaſt b. rs: 
..even then they are . not; atterly 
-. Hope. - The Goſpel, La forth the: 
; I” + 


"Es 


i'd adobe db UE ACLCALEAE SE RIES EE I _ 


"” 
""F.00 


"For "Ch. <> 


"God ro rerurning Sinners, ' in various Repreſen- 
rations and Expreſſions of admirable Tender-- 
nefs. . When the loft was recovered, there 
mY y, as if a Treaſure had been found. The 
igal had wafted his Eftate in Eafcivioul- 
ck and Luxury , and-by a harſh reduction 
came t0 himſelf, reflected with ſhame npon” his 
by and Rebellion, aud the ſenſe of this Miſe- 
(not a,more ingenuous or noble Principle art + +. 
Bf) camper fun w'go to his Father, tony 
his Aﬀection would do. And it was'not 
_— . el preſumprion, for he found the effects of 
Fatherly and compaſſionate Love : When” he 
wa 4 great way off, by s Faber Jaw bins anne” 
Compaſſien, and ran and fell on by Neck, 
bd os And the 'Son oe — 
” ſinned dvainſt Heaven, and in and aim 
0 ual a6: worthy to be caltkd rhy = pM the Fa- 
” þ ij to hy rig; Bring out the beſt Robes, 
Rog on bs Finger, yd Shoes on bu Feet ; 
- hring h the fared Calf, and kill it ; let 
us. eat and be merry, for this my Sou was dead, and 
5 alive again, was loft, and x found. The De- 
ſign of Chriſt was to reprefent his Heave 
Father in thar Parable : and ro wounded 'Sp1- 
rits that feel the intolerable weighr of Sin, 'the 
" Mercy and Mitdnefs of the Golpet i is to be ex- 
tnbited. God is nich"in Mercy to all rhar call 
upon him in Truth. Bur to tell Sinners, who 
many roceed in their finful Ways, that they 
Fob: ved ar laſt, and norwithitanding thair 
pruous Repulfes of Gods Calls ro ' his 
, Yer think they may come into the Vine- 
Yyardar the eleyenth hour, and: be — is 
[0 
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wo Dr een ry and © 'v 
-*ro harder them to Deftruction: Poiſon'is'not: 
cured by giving Feod, bur- Anridortes, that” 
- Narure into a Paſfion'till it be expelled; 

." Ferrors of the Lord can-only prove- "Medicina 
To ok No Agimeng le ſerloudly” * 
; © C [ er nas. 
-confiler the *Revelarion God has' afforded- of 
* himfelf in the' Goſpel: :: He i a Father andia- 
Judg ;- Juſtice and Holineſs as. well as" Aerc 
Tay be uctntingy wrel 
may moyed tow 

Fe call on he ie ber, who without refſw#* 7 vox 


ay 
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he time 
fumprion | 

G cio | 
ſtroys the Fear, WW other rhe Love-of God 


> 1} Bur Hope contemperd: with Fear; . has: S- 
3 | cellent Influence in-the Chriſtian Life. 
*F |} Ballaſt and the Wind are berth: neceflary; gt 
4 |} the Ship may fail ſafely ;; withour the ind the” 
> | Ship can make no way ; - —_— _— 
Y | 'tis in/danger of overſerti 
i- | Thus Hope and Fear ate - im ring 
e } fafely to*' Heaven, Fear without Hope 
© |} and fropfics the vigour andoalacrity-of -the 
ll | that ix cannot come ro-God*: "and*H e withs- 
0 | our Fear, makes iv yain- and careleſs of its Da-- 
Y | ry, and liable to be- overthrown 'by aye / pleae- 
rr Þ} fing Tempration} Briefly, let us'righrly under=- 
5 | ftand the Tenor of the Evangelical -Proiniſes of 
& | Pardon and Grace : they. are conditional and* 
applicable only 'ro ne Believers; And 
5 une” 
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| unfeigned Faith puriies .the-Heart, works by 
;Love, and 'is the living Principle of univerlal}- 
And Repentance unto Life is pro-|' 


w— J 

| 6 wt 
C H, A on 
_ Te preſerving onr fetves from proſunpeeens 


Pns,."'4 4_ means to render Death comfort-- 
_ = The: zcalom ifchatge wk "*Þ 


i .:: #166 af Our, 


Life] --- 


-R mation and "with -Patience, -and; eat- 
by "at difirts robe with Chriſt. Leg 
0. Ca a.Chriſtjan, t6 dye with Toy of 


q hapksgiving . 


it. THE; careful preſerving our ſelves from: 

P wittulprefumpmous Sins,.. is ag | 
| ro ro —— rQ:1S- , DWsS- 

(of- ignorance infrmiry, 2t fudden furnepe 
tion and furprize, "the bett Men: are-nor. fxegd: 
trem-in-the prefent.ſhate 2 and being-rhe 6-4 
\morive-of .our Grict, and. ſerious-cirmum 

_ | wv prevenr them, are: congitenr: with the: - 

| = Papas: of Canlcieace; and-chei F pe} | 


=—_ 


©, 


and Favour of God. Bur grear Sins in their 

martef being ſo contrafy to natural;Conſcience, 

and ſupernatural Grace, or Sins prefumpruous 

;ia-the manner of their commiſſion, ſach as p! 
ceed from the choice of the erſe Wi 

, the inli Mind, whatever rhe = 


or kind of them be, are dire& Rebellion. 


i: Ga oe Bye and make the cf 
_ and make. the aſpedt of 


| ee ny; be Spirie ſecaks.our Pardon.and 
Title ek as the Spirit 5 his. Te- 
ftimony, that we are the C Children of God, and 


Heirs of Glory, is concurrent with the renewed. - 


Fn nce, ao gag from rhe y_— 
| Pr hs _ As the rmalarnn Spi 
ying"opr- 
eir he diſtinguihes whe Chnſtians from rhe- loſt 
World, appropriates rhem tro God, confirms 
heir preſent Ilatereſt in rhe Promale \- po the 
Goſpel, and their furure Hopes. "Gods 
I the moſt ſenſible effect and 6 bgn VE ow” 
cial Favour, the fruit of Election, and 
'nelt of Gloty : and the Trath of Ces ic inoſt 
clearly and certainly made evident by” the con- 
tinual efficacy of it in the Converſation, The 
obſervation of our Hearts ro ſuppreſs unholy 
- Aﬀections, and of our Senſes to prevent.them, 
4 conſtant courſe of Holineſs in our Lives, 
"(though 'many Fraitties: will cleave to the-beſt) 
« wualty rewarded with grear\Peace here. :: 
God has eſtabliſh'd a connexion berween our 


| adjence and his Comforts.. Theſe thar keep - 


themlelves pure from the” defilements ' of the 
I; os ph. pond, op 
F\ | f'4 | 
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bright Jewel of aſſurance of Gods 
rewarding Mer We read of 
that he walkd with was a Star ſhining in- a 
corrupt Age, the renour of his Life was holy,. 
ng Den Timah th Heaven without ſes- 
Death. 'Fhough rhis was an extraordinary 
| pers 16 peckar Reward wag og 
toi ; for' thoſe who walk 
ly; hall nor ſee Dearh with -irs errors; 
bur uſually have a holy Chearfulneſs, a | 


ant a Sorta] yt nam hy Sat: 


ding eltrainrs, the convincityg.. 
Law of God, andthe Directions 'of Conſcience, 
(ro which eventhe O_ I are — 
as a Davids ear Er TO 
ervea _ them) ſuch Sins aelhve the Holy 
Spirit, and wound our Spivits; and, #f contimu- 
ee. ſequeſter us o_ comfortable Privi- 


dom'ot leaven. And when they are- 
_—_ by Repemance, yer there often. re- 
mains a bin Remembrance of them , as 
Wounds, though cur'd, yer are felt in change of 
Weather. _ And: famerimes 2 Spring-tide of 
Doubrs and Fears. breaks into humble penirene 

Souls, in the it Hours: though Death. brings 
them ſafely, yer not comfortably to bleaven: * 

3. The zeatous Diſcharge -of the Duries of 
our Place and Calling, the Conjundion- of -aur 
Reſolutions and: Endeavours. ro glorify Gad?, 
and do good according: to onr abukries and. op- 

ines of Service, 1weerens the T houghts 


FTE Q-NITK 
- Qtionof Life is the Glory of God, -:ayjd when: 
with Fidelity it is employed in order. tor; - Neath 
'brings us ro the bleſſed Ref: fram pur Labours. 
Our Saviour when he was-to :kaye-the World, 
.addreis'd himiet r9-his:Farher,; -& have glorified 
-phee. on Farth, have fon d:the! Wirk thi gau- 
- -eft:1u6 t0.90.. : ond now, Father, g/onfy ; ne-with 
-thy ſelf; with the Glory which :1: fp with thee:bt- 
4 > Gre te Wakis Fol t5, :A. Chriſtiacs thar 
-mitates- and 'bonouts Chriſt, - and -with Dili-- 


IÞ creed 'in.1 well-doing, may with an 


e-Confidenee:1ni the Divine Mercy expedt 
_ -the-premiſed: Reward. /. The Refieftian : upon 
Y toLafe 3s; _— wath 2:30yful-Prof- 


Gods Favour: and - Acceptance above. 
x othe. careleſs :and :remib, t6-thofe- :who 
are wilfully: -negligent of -their Dury:, how 
-Fearful is Death that ſummons rhem ro give 
-an.account of rheir-'Taleats ro the Righteous 
Lord ? 
514. 4. A. holy indifference obiaffection! to preſent 
. makes it eaſy-20;part avivh! them, and 
-Peath: leſs. fearful r0.us. Devi though a King, 
declares he was a Stranger, on -Earth, not only 
with reſpect to his tranfient:.Condition,. bur 
+his inward Diſpoſition 3 and that he; was 46.4 
d. Child from the admired Vanities of ate 
orld. \C/ry/oftom-in a Lerrer ro; Cirizcus 'who: 
+Wwas tenderly. ſeaſible of ' his Baniſhmenr, wrote 
20 him, © You now begin to-lament my Baniſh- 
* ment, burT have done {& for a long time : for 
<fince I knew that Heaven. was my Country, 
©1I- have eſteemed the whole Earth a place of 
1277 ane; . Conſtantinople, from. whence 1 aun 
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ES, NA. "FRE TH I "20 
* expell'd; is as diſtant fram Paradiſe as the De- 
' fert ro which they ſend. me. Bur when our 
E * Aﬀections are ſer upon external _— al 
r_y - ns aims, intem 
te in our deli 
[5 err curting-is ung inn from 
How bitter--is 'Pearh; phat Ives, 
Wrerch of allche Mazerjals of jhi 
What a form of Pafſions.'1s, .ta-:loke. 
his good things.ar once-? for ea Rake jo, 0 
ture, Whar 1s poſſeſs d; with canfporring Jabs 

is loſt with excefive Sorrow. Ivy. that | 
vines fo cloſely abour. the ;Tree,., and ow 


ply y | 
ing.the-Bark-with ic ; when the Warld, har 
was as"it were incarnared with the Hearr, ,us. 
7 away, the, Hearr it {elf is. grievouſly rent 
the violent Separation: 
Ang--the  infelicuy,of 'car- Marin > fat 
Bal MT an worldly Perſons is. farmer Wl x 
'heavily. aggravated, in that 'hic- djaumuny «phe 
the Guilr 1n , Peccata; ſecum poriang. 
abuſing thoſe ry ora m0 
Delights thar they leave with fo 
row, will cleave to-rhem, and give 'Leſtimany: 
againſt them before rheir Judg: Bur | when; -zhe- 
Aﬀections, are looſe ro: the World, and- fer- yp- * 
on Heaven, our leaving the; Earth-is no;Lak- 
bur Gain, and-our ſeparation from 'rhe Rody.af 
Fleſh is with that alacrity, as-the pry 4c oft 4 
vile Garment to be clothed with a 2x 
. Twas the wile Countel of Teruulien ro _ 
Y Wames | 
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| , © Women of the firſt Ages of 
A Tod te. the Church; nor to value 


timeamus ; Retinaculs OOrpamens of Gold, that 
iſt 4 _ þ 

De Re ny ro flow od more ready 

! | A fred to obtain by: 
Death, Martyrdbm, *and by Marryrdam, Frex- | 
"nat Glory. And thiar we may -difentangle” onr 
Sous from thofe: voluntary Bands thar faften'us- 
'to preſent things, we muſt have a fincere un- 


1 gn _—_ of- their Meannefs. The 
| Chriftians 19 Moderation in 
Meir- Temper -and' Converſation, with reſpett 


to the Buſineſs and Enjoyments here,- that rþ4y 
' who have Woes, 'be as thongh- they had 'none-; that 
thoſe that rejoice, be as' though they rejoiced nit ; 
and they that buy, as though they poſſeſſed not '; 
and they that ufe the World, as not” abuſing it"; 
for the faſhion of the World paſſeth away. "I's a 
wiſe and pondering Obſerver, whar compart- 
ſon is there berweerr Shadows and Dreams, : and 
fubſtanriab everlaſting Blefſedneſs ? If Men had 
tlie fame opinion of this World whilit they live, 
as they will have whligr they. are ro die, they 
would not- inordinately feek: it: Fhey who 
have magnified: remporal- Honours and' Riches, 
and' lived in Pleafures without Remorſe, yer 
i their dying Hours, when -Men ſpeak with 
"moſt meg and: leatt affectation, hew have 
they vilified thoſe empry appearances of Hap- 
pineſs ? withwhart moving expretſions declared 
the vanity and brevity of worldly things ? As 
when the 1/raolzcs.were-to-po through the River 
-Ferdan, that opened it ſe ro. make a free _ 
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Paſſage for them '; the lower part of its 
=> Gods ran into the Dead Sea, Ear urrerly 
faikd : Foo. 3. 16; bur | 
the Warers-that came from - 4d;inftar mentis in» 
above, roſe up and ap- _—_ TRaFO0ee 

_ hke a Mountain. 

hus when Men come to the univerſat ww 
from this to the next Life, inferiour things 
ſolurely fail, and are+loſt in the dead Sea;” bur 
the things above, that are eternal, -then appear 
in their true Greatneſs,' exceeding-alt Humane 
om Wm wm : from hence is the change of 

= and Language concerning the one and. 

other. 

5. Solemn, affeftionate, and frequent Con- 
-verſe-with God in- religivus Duries, will render 
Death-not fearfal ro us. The'whole Life of a 
Chriftian, as ſuch, -is a: contfmue! Communion 
with the Father, . and with 'Feſis Chriſt. 1 Fdm 
1. 3. For he performs all good Works by Di- 
+ Vine Grace communicated from above, and re- 
fers all ro the Divine Henour. As in a pair of 
Compaſits, | one Foot is fix'd in: the Center , 
while the other moves in | the Circumference; : 
ſo the Hearr of a Chriftian is in Heaven, his 
aims are for God, whilſt he is active here in the 
World. His Natural and Civit Actions. are 
heighrened ro a ſupernatural end - And thus 
by Converſation x in Heaven, Bur: this was. {| 
ken of before : and that which is now ſpeet far 
is the more immediate Service of God in_ Haly. 
Medirarion, Prayer, and the Ordinances of the ,$ 
Goſpel, which is the nobleſt part of the ſpiricuak fees? 


Life. 
Our 


4 - " & an be 's bx « 
. - on” - \ 
a ps — . 
4 is 4a 
| IN \ " 
f 4 , 
X ? 


-1i Qur-bleſſed- Saviour .whowas A Li 
apon-Earth, - always-ſax the: Face of, 
and invariably fought bi Ry: anal rhingy, 


had his es fries aytvecd 
#1: amine greg ors _—_ ard-the wo molt. glott- 
ous Teftimonies of his: Favour in thioſe [taaey. 


Gianamkicd muſt: be frequent®: As Love 
* an berween :Friends: ate: maintained 
OR ky 
ww e 1 $1 y 
©theinrerchanpe. of | haly -Duties and divine Ha- 
"yours; we preſerve aliyely {cnſe .of GodsLove, 


-ſhrance of God's Love. .Conquers: the Fear. of | 


FS «the Work, a uk the; Works of ady- 
«th t) Pr: Room, not by : Cam- 
, God —— ch— with him on Het, 
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ph nr glorious -in. Holineſs, - ks-Dodine 


boning ke War Wiſdom ae excellent 
'A chis Miracles (b-yvear, 
| 57-w erent and. nor. meerly-wo 
furprize the with-aſftoniſhmeny:bur 
| —_ their = ho wy = 
the ;" Ahd: exa 1th 
bloke mat the Prod itigns.4- is Reſarre- 


- Etion'' the moſt :noble « 
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HR for then be Spirit terrace 
God that 


Rea Fat oh the Tins of En 
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Proofs that whartie _ 


Power; 'ate the fiton 


rene Med whe owns Pym 
| the ' of -Glory'' 
"the vair a 
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the eflcery.ofr ue "Spirir'of-Chrift in GaaRify- 
"ing his Diſciples iall Ages; is a\conrinnat'and 
as: farifving an 


- _ A — -', 


derived from God the Fountain: of Frurh; as 
extraordinary Miracles For Hotineſi is as inſe- 


re perro? Divine Nature as ÞJ 


niporence ; and rhe Sanctification of rhe 


«Soul as divine an effect, as the Reſurrection of | 


the Body. Now: inthe Goſpel God enters into 
"Covenant with obedient Believers, © be their 
*God, a; Title-and Relation, thar 
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purpole:: Do nor fear Death, Enemy thar 


paſſage ro ir. Bur if our. Faith be -w | 
wavering, our Courage will decline in ed-- 
fal Hour. "Tis with Chriſtians an, rheis, laſt, 


" paſſage from Earth ro Heaven, as with Saint ' 


Peter walking upon the Waress /t0-, Chriſt ': 
whilſt his. Faith was firm- in  Chrift; he -went 
upon'the Waves as on the firm Land : bur | 
the rifing of a Storm, his Faith ſunk into Fear, 
and he funk- in the Waters ; till our Saviour 
upon his; earneft Prayer, Lord, ſave:me, roak 
hold of; him, and rais'd him wich that compaſſi- 
onate Reproof, O thow of little Faith, wherefore 
didſt thou doubt 2 | 

The laſt Uſe is, to exciteethe Saints ro die 
with that Courage and. Chearfulneſs as becomes 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. The encouragement of Fe- 


ſhua to the Iſrae/ites againſt the Grants . that ter- 


riftied them from, entring into the Land i of Ca- 
naan, the. Type of-Heaven, Be not afraid of 


' them; they are Bread for 15, - we iball- obtainan 


eaſy Conqueſt over them, is applicable  to- this 
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with! other 
_—__ ab Sent allure them to follow 
tothe Dove-houſes, Thus when holy Perſons 
live and die with- peaceful Joy, thoſe that con- - 
verſe with-them, are dean by that Fragrance 
of: Paradiſe to apply themſelyes to ſerious Re- 


'Tis the A / confolatory Advice- to: Be» 
Revers, Not ageing thoſe' that = in 
FESUS, as thoſe that are withour hope. 1 Th. 4. 

When Facob ſaw his beloved Sons Coar renr 
and ftaind* with Bloud, he abandoned himſelf 
wo-'defperare Sorrow, and continued mourning 
——_— Death, when was adyancd in 

and Digniry- next wo - Pharaoh in rhe 
mx of 04 Thus when we: ſee- rhe 
Garmerit of Morality rent by Diſeaſes, we 
mourn for departed Saints, as if Death had ab- 
folurefy deſtroyed them, when their” Sohls are 
reigning in Glory. This immoderate Sorrow 
is an Heatheniſh Paſion, ſuitable ro their igno- 
State, but very unbe- 
alſarance the Goſpel affords 
ndeed for the wicked to 'die with 
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ſigned 'Spirits,” 4s to the Means, © the” Manner, . 


and Time- of Death.” God mo H—_ 

Right and} Dominion over us. 

Life is his tnoſt free Favour, She 

reſumeir when he pleaſes His Wil 

the firſt' and aft Rule of ours: Whether" 

| = t- utitwines the 'Band/of Life,. or violently 
= we muſt placitly, withour reliQa- 

rion, yield uþ 6tr ſelves; By what: Means fo- 

ever —_ all cond "i Wee age of 

an impreſſion from a if r 

A foever ;-'all-our Times afe 

the divine Counſel: /atid''a Saint ought wi 

thar readineſs an meek 'fabmilfior - receive” 1t7 


a8'if he heard #t expreſs Voice from Hedvew® . 2 


calling him to G6d, 'and fay iti His heatr with” 
Samnel, Here Iam;" thou didſt call'me.” This is" 
the laſt act of our Obedience, and very plealing” 
ro God, We'*read' of "the .* 

maryeltous "*@onſenr "of 1. ye toms glad, 
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of:Gad): in compliance, with, the, divine Com. 
mgand,- and-from- Heaven. he declared his. high . 
apprabation of -it. - Th .5 | fo make. 4 Vertue of 
Neagſity,” aud. turn Nature into Grace. _ But dits 
content and - as if our Lives were 
our. own, and taken from us unjuſtly or unſea- 
ſonably, is Rebellious Unthankfulgels, unbe- 


E. coming a Creature, much more a true 


who exchanges a periſhing Life for that which, 
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1s-eternal. - 

--2+; To: receive. Death not only with Patience, 
bur. earneſt defires ro be with Chriſt. I know 
Death 48 naturally unwelcome, -Qur Saviour 
rells Sr... Peter, -W/nen-thou art old, another ſhall 
Jam thee, and: "agutjng where thou wauldeſt x 

Ate 41. fi ing his Marryrdam. I he 

- Circumſtance, [when than. 

art old} is remarkable, and 
» Intimates the natural un- 
willingneſs. to die, when 
ied there was little time to. live. 

'. Bur his rational. ſandtified 

Will was ſuperiour and pre- 
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6 | be ba mv, = eng Þ, fp for the dt- 
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and. if-the obtaining it. were not b being un- 
clothed, but clothed upon. by an ft {2 Lran- 
lation «ro Heaven, how - willingly ,would they 
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Nartives of the Earth; 'Whar. is the-preſent.moy* © 
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ardent with irregular Deſires, -- and coming 
ſpent.in: Vanity or. Vexation. | 
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#h and proud, ,*Tis a real Infeligi 
deceirtnl-appearancg of Feliciry. 
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ven. by” our Saviour, and. the biefe. 5 4] 
they, are the reward, of his Sufferings; the os 
cigus, and gear , purchaſe of his) 
Angels thar rejoice at the Converſion Go EY "Sine: 
ner, .. do mych more art. the ..Gloritication of & 
Saint : and the. Church of - the - Fir 
have before us enter'd.into Glory, haye, a 
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nate joyfully, 

ta aſcend to the Sear of BEE lock ro Ln, 
Society that inſþires . murual Joys- for ever # + 

pr or, our 'encouragement there are numerous 1h. 


ys of Believers that. have with. Peace 2 


though in. various degrees, ON 
dark V alley to the Inheritance of *. 2ſt” 1 
have died. with. more. Joy ; 
than they. lived, . and tr- ett 
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that as in the Howſe of Lamech 
" there was bites at the fame rime rwo diſ- 
- @ordant Callings by the rwo —_— ubal 
- the Inventer A Harp ahd'Orpant, avid Tubak 
7 = Cain che ff Arete in Ball Su bs Gen. 4. 
the one Tradtiſed on Inftruments of | Mutfick, 
” Þrearting harmogious Sounds and Melodies ; 
- the er afed Hammers and Arivils, making 
b. Af and tumvlt : So in ſome Perſons, whillt 
-” the heaviett ' Strokes fell on their Bodies, their 
b * Souls were taviſtid with the ſweeteſt Joy ard 
” Exttarion. ' Indeed 'tis nor thus always wit 
en Saints - for though $72 be pardoned, 
_— retiefffons of Guilr may remain. ' Whet 
$ m is difturbed; ir does not rruly repre- 
Fx Object : When the AﬀeCtions are dif- 
ered, rhe "Mind does nor judge aright-of a, 
© Ekrittians Stare. A Serpent may hifs when" 
| has loſt ns Sting: Death may retfify when ir. 
E cannor hurt us. I doubt nor but ſome exceftent 
+ Saints have been in anxieties -ro the laft, rilk 
- their Fears were diſpcll'd by the actual frui- 
” tion-of -Bletſednels. As the, Sm ſometimes lers 
- tr dark Clouds; and riſes in a glorious Horizon, 
> We read our Evidences 'for ings by- We 
- Light of God's Coutrenance : his Image” is' 
"made viſible in our Sonls by the illyftration of 
his Spirit : and he exerciſes Prerogarive in the 
| diſpenlarion of his Comforts... 'Tis his nogeed 
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deny rhem to others-rhar are as hol 
| bo Jl Believer has juſt cauſe of ink in Death, 
Jeſus Chriſt has- recanciled God, deſtre 
Satan, and conquered Death : and the laſt 
of. his Life is the firit of his Glory. 
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fermining 4 time, ,and rooms of. 
the perſon to judge the World. are 
God, s: King of the-World: by*Creatione" 
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Aite rl ad this Tide of Honon emi- 
x p< roger upon him, the Apoſtle - of 
> 'This' Office he' performed 

ch: Diligence diffufing the: Light 
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"PL." prey we have” re- 
nnd Ko Ma Bonannd to: the 4rhe- 
#ians ; Wherein his admirable Zeal and Pru- 
ace are remarkable, inthe matter and order 
of his. Diſcaurſe, 6 cenvince-gnd perſwade 
_ them to receive the \aving Trurh-of rhe Goſpel. 
cape down. the Principles. of natural 

x theh for © the 'mbre 'eaty Be 

Fre tay revealed Religion. The 

of the vr ya ng 
Tore prodigious. n in their valifyin 

its. of the Deity: They annbured.” hs 

nd; Honour to vatious Idols, and. afcri- 
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their ' own vain it Tri 
their Hearrs were” 


becauſe ſenſual Pleas, as fp as Wine, _ 
intoxicared 'their- 'Eheſe- Eerots, - as - 4 


Co gon. The Apo 
nragion. | 
of Scans Lan oF Autioeky roj-'+ - 
the plain conſjirig Aoice=df rure, tharkad 5 | 
rn - in vaid "reeall'd them from Idolarry rd + 
the Worſhip. of the only true God. ' He there>*- © 
___ declares , R_ rhe 2, old hs eee 4 
Le the Father © of 'Sparits not be reg» "| 
þ ues. guns indy 7 things, ',ver. 29. 
bur was to be acknowledgd-and in + < 
manner becoming 'his ſpi Apo rh 
fettions: "Thar he all Nations of one- = 
ver. -26. though dittinguithd in -rhew Habarati +- 
ons and Times, that thay mighr ſeck and ſerve -: 
the one univerſal ns. Zn And though the - : 
Pagan World for: many Ages had lived mm _—_ w; F 
unnatural Qblivion of - and he feem'd: | 
concerned for their Viokaian: of his Lan 
irwas not from the defect of. Juitice; 
direction of - his Wiſdom, that 
{o-long-exrended to them.” And wk T_ pedoom . 
by the--new and . moſt expreſs -Declarauon. Dy 


his Will : Biu# zow be commanded al Men 
where to repent :; becauſe be bath ed 4 
in. which he wil judg the World PIES & 

the Man whons be hath ordained: he hath 5, 
given dfſurance-to ll Mon, 4 - thas rcied hw 

frm the dead. | 


flee Wark En Coles els of God 
in rwo great 

\ a time wherein he will 
jadg the World: He: hath appointed 


ap. 
2; Fhe Deſignation of the Perſon by whom 


| Ie will perform that eminent. of. Sove- 

Oy I” Telus Chrift, whona . he hath raiſed 
ow the 

CC nearder-w the handling of the main Poioe, 

'& r—_—_— to premiſe briefly ſome Propoſi 


©, Ki **Fhar God is. the- Umverſal- Monarch: of s 
the World; and- has ſupreme Authoriey to go- 


3 - reaſonable Creatures, -antecedent to their 


and Conſenr. The Phalmift calls to 


E. the- Heathens, Kyow ye that the Lord « God : 
{Bat 100. that is, the-moſt glorious Being, and 


abſolure: Sovereign ; for. it # he. that made us, 
(+7 wy we our ſelves; He formed all things 


IF , rs Almighty Goodneſs, and is. King by 


<2. The rwo _—__ and neceſſary parts of 
- dis ren ren ord are, to give- Laws ſar the ru- 
of his ubjects, lt ro: pals final Judgment 
fo. Apr for their Obedience or Diſcentormi- 
"3 20- bis. Precepts. Mere narural Agents are 
© -zcgulared: by. a wiſe Eltabliſhmear, rhar: is the 
-” Saw of thew Creation., The Sun. and Stats are 
anaved according tg the . juſt Points of -their 
ns The - Anpels.are-under a Law in 
agen, 11d. obey: duk Conmandments. The Hue 
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Eli of EhniJawens "nas | 
che higheſt ca a Creature, Je reanend. | 
a Law.. And tis whole. Work woe. Earch ov. 7 
aur Salvation, was anAct of: Obedience ro:the- * 
Will of God. If a Prince :one: of .atfection:w 
a pn Ka 6 age Oo and . © 
ve private una gy 
he nauſt be ubject*to the Laws the. -Piny : 
Iadeed: ir+is nor. conceivable /thax. a Creature © © 
ug nm gps rw + an EOS ro make > 
Ir {ſupreme and independent : Supreme, in 'nox 
ag eble anne Power to confine and 
order.it-; I nt, as te its-Being and Opes 
rations; for: Dependance neceflarily infers-Sub» 
jection. There is-a vifible connexion berween , * 
thoſe Titles ; The Lord #-0ur Fudg, the: Lord # 
our Lawgiver, the Lard-is our. King: 14:33; ar E 
And ſometimes in-Scriprure: his;. ""N 
mtimated in the; Tirle of . Judg; ;- thus in tha 
bumble. Expoſtulation«of. Abrabau for 
Shall ne the Judy of allthe Hferld da vighe > He 
addreſſes his Requeſt to--Go6d under that Title, 
40 ſoften his Power; and, incline his 
to fave. the Wicked for their-ſakes: who:were 
comparatively Righteous, that: is, NNOGent. of 
their crying $315... F 
3. As his right ro govern.and ade che-World «1 
1s natural, o are his: Attributes; -his Wiſdowi, * 
Holineſs, Juſtice and Power, that qualify and 
xender him moſt worthy to, exerciſe. this G& 
vernment. TLheſe-are, finite ſeparable-Qualizits 
in Angels or Men, bur eflencial PerfeQtions*t$ 
the Deity. 'Tis more . rational to-'canceive -that | 
things nay be congeald by the heat of Firez- ar 
wind black by whitenels, ES 
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y* the. World, as- violate , Bt 115: rye nagny in - 
his judicial ings with/us. 
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- , Svextrcure Fudgment atfo, ' becauſe he: the Son of 
-” Afan; werci26.. 27. thatiis, in the of 
Mediator, tor -the -reward of his Sufferngs. - 
_ The qualy of rhis Office requires no leſs-Per- - 
* An for ge ts LR ome reg 
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Our: Saviour -dev-- 
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the Farber. 
= Upon the axconne of the: inznonle Did 
ky, rio mere Creatafe is able to di WR 
To. judg- the World., rag ypnianPagr = 
Lo pafd wa eous and irrevocable 


leris (oroaoilin - all Fhings done 'in. this 
x. The attuzl execucion” of the'Sericence. -* Amd: 


_—_— neceſſa | | 
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of Subordinazion:, of ..the | Creatures. to) Bee» 
- vers,” and of. Believers-xo Chrut, and of-, Chrift 
." wGod. Alt things are yours, and you, are.Chriſts, 
”* aud Chriſt-55 Gods; And obſerying the beautiful - 
- Order thar ariles from the ſuperiorixy ; and de+ 
pendance berween xhings, . he -fairh;] The Thad | 
of every Man's: Chriſt; and the Head xfithe 1 
»ae; 35 the Man, and, the Head | of:Clrift i God: 
Now read Power by Commiſſion was-.ebaferr'd.” 
S:I5 as: the. Rewaxd. of [his Sufferings. 
Apoltle- expreſly declares it, - thar, Chrifk 
| hgince Form. b God, and without an 5 Foun uſug* 
ro. .him in Divine Pet 
dirty led himfelf,; and became. beds 
papa oenyr ers Croft; Hiberefore God * 
' hath hugbly, exalted hing, aud, given him: 4\ Nan © 
athove ievery Name: that _ at. the; Name of" Feſus 
eurry Kpee- ſbauld bow, of Things i Heaven, and 
Things. \in Earth, and Things under, the, Earth; 
and that. 'exery., Tongue ſbould confeſs rhat . Feſirs 
Chriit  Lord;, #8: the Glory of - Gad _ the, Father. 
His' wang Sufferings are the Titles to- 1 ; 
”  Tziumphs ; his being {o ignominiouſly depreſs'd 
| an denn by —_ 15-.the. jalk Reals of 


"3 


Men. He is ' now ſeated do. night Hand: of 
the Majefty on High, and the Celettial 
are under = SS _ = 
the power of .his rer--: reigns in 
th of the Saints by - his . Ward and Spirit, 
and reftrains the Fury: of: his Enemies in whav 
recs he pleaſes ws ab {till tus. Servants are in 
itreſs, and his rebellious Enemies inſoleatly 
break his Laws : and the Curtains of Heaven 


conceal his Glory. from-us : - therefore a Time * 


is, prefix'd, when in'the face of the World: be 
and ..Puniſhmems between the | ' and 
the Wicked, and' his; Government ſhall -have+ its. 
compleat ans afro iffue. - This is ftiled - the 
Fudgment of the Great Day: þ*.. 

.. 1, With reſpe&t-ro..the appearance: of the 
Judg. When the Law-was given. frag Mouas 
Sinasz, the Mountain was. covered... with Fare, + 
and the Voice of as loud as- Lhunder-proy -. 
claimed it from midſt of the Elames, 10. 
that the whole Army. of the -I/rae/ites. was prov 
{trare on rhe Plain, truck with a facred horror, _ 
and almoſt dead at the amazing, Sights "* 
Sounds; Fram-herce 'ris- faid, thaz-,in bs 
Hand was. a. fiery. Law. And..it ; the Law-grvep 
appear'd- in ſuch terrible Mayfty at. the..pro+ 
clayning the Law,. how. much more. when. be 
ſhall come ro revenge the Tranſgreffions of it 
"Tis.ler forth.in- Scripruce. in the moſt lofty: 
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tion of Sin.: bur rhere is 


Hh 


Bos. 


levers, 'er convert Infidels L 

Jattly, The Refurredtion f 2 Ciit's _ 
the convincing and ay] je evidence - 4 
Beliy Ip CY A BY © World. 
or :he was chary wW la deferving ? 
of Death wy this Teftidwirly, © I-Jay wnto You 


_—_ Be £2 he-heg of. Man ſitti . 
+= oy htm 
of Heaven. wig IN oy, nd ? 
ryrdom in his own Suffering = Now A - "WL. 0 
railing himfrom theDead, atiitied the Trath- 
of his Teſtimony by thar viſible Miracle, and: 4 
_ of ir converted the World ro Chriſti -*) 
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won HAD: M.- ke 


| Gudwil righreouſly jade the Warld = eſis 
" Chrift. The righteouſneſs 'of Gods judi- 
. Cial proceedings will appear by conſidering 
the 410 of the by the rule bf - Judg- 
Nature conſidered 11 
WY Precepts _ enabler, | The, Precepts 
are ſuch as becomes the Creator to give, 
*" ana the reaſonable Creature to receive. 
: bop Anſwer to the Objection that the Law 
or : and perfett, and Man i, a 

ch Cake jew Pe, 10. require 

from him , an: 


lend Our Innocence being loft, Repen- 


= 16 ns ad, Sincere obedience. 15. ac- 
""Ceptea,' where- perfeiyon 1 wanting.” Vn+ 
 ,; {oigned Faith ug the Redeemer 1s 'the'con- 
- axrzon of our Fuſtification and Glorifita- 
, Flow. The not complying with the, Goſpel 
«, berms of Salvation. proceeds from the ;pere 


_»werſe wills of Men. (4-5, 


p. Will naw proceed, ro Unſtran and-prove- the 
main Point, which.1s thus : 


God will be Wotld.. i hte 
ge rt t oHld.. ini Reg t oh 


«4 


Ho rag rl The Lawof Favh con: COn-- 


ko ſtall be Jude 
ns ond EO 


lend a —_ no? Nev, we Was To he ac 2 
undefiled, ate from Sinners. © In wo 
Verdes ſhind im heir abfolure Puriry :''and 7 
who is' ſo worthy and qualified ro reward Ho» 
tineſs and-puniſh Wickedneſs,'as ':b+-holy One of 
Go?” Tis" faid 'of him, "Thin haſt loved "of 
. oleſmeſt; ' and hated Iniquaty, - therefore. thy God - -1Þ 
wointed thee with Orb of above thy fellows. - © 
Heb, 1. Conſecratet-him' to*the'Regal - Office, © > 
and enrich'd his humane Nazare” with Endows " 
ments ſuirable to ir. "Twas-ptophe 
The  Spinit of the Lord 
Spirit of Wiſavni« 7 
Connfel' and Might, *the/ Spirit" of Knowl id, 
of - the Fear of the Lord'y \ and ſhall rake 
uick nndarſtanding in the Fear of the Lord, 
te ſhall not n jr rot \Fhe- »fight-- of "buys Eyes; 
reprove' after of his' Ears: ' But" 


Mints Ae Es ET: l 


mments/'are ofren 

1] and pom tick pervert 
air a pearances thardeceive'theUnd 
'by Gitrs or Guile, © Inhocence' i calt,t B 
acquitred : but the-Judg ofthe World 4 na 
flexible ro Party, and: all-vhi 7 
Fans to bij "In the Adt of: 
ing 44 white Throne, Rev: 
he Finblet "of unip 


. N L The Equiry of the Law which ſhall, þe the 
- Dulevf-the tat Judgment. This will a 
i their Peeceprs and-. 
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by ernzng 
rg faith holy-Devid, . B/al.. 1796 188; / 
the Wieked there is- an intellectual al ane 
did Goottiels of the Law; chough rhe 
Will doth nor ctmbeace-ir * 'rhere! are fame 


' , ; . Re " 
Fr may be 'Objetted, Thar whe 1Ldu! bai 
po and Man in a frail ftare, | 


numerable Tempmnons,.' ro 
Obedience from him, hr donna to er 
Failings, ſeemshard, The Law la 


ne ani Sos ley es 
« his 
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«ch ihe Lav pas Man in fa of in 
Cir RAE flicher Dewer: eo come 


IS aghnd OL oo 
xy and Happancs Oman ran 
- Inipodii es, 18 comic and utterly 
| Incomflten: with the $=5= Bleſſed 


M2 The firſt -Mfat wilkully rranſgreſsd the 
| Lawpand:-loſ 


loſt his Holineſs : And Nature. being 
s corruptin.all the 


1i(2. EE bit = "BEG ard cul 
oc —_— no:+prerence-againft the 
ph nrvan diſabil; 
hive Faculties 1s, -@. 


a uy thy this{ is 'the preſent 
Man is. diſobedienx,and perr 
w_ nr] as ſoon. as it can exerciſe 
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.- 10... Were : 


hearing the Divine Commands -?'. No';z but thes 


had no delight in it. And our Saviour upbrai WM 
the Phariſees, How can ye believe, which receive 
Honour one of another, and feel; not the Honour: © © 
that comes from God only * Folm 5.' 44. They 
were in high Reputation for their Holineſs, ** 
which matle ir impoflible for them in an hums 
ble penitent manner ro ſubmit ro our Saviour. 
In the primary end of. the Law was the” 
Happineſs of Man in the E raves of his 
Dury ; and his firſt Sin, and conſequent Impo- 
rence. to fulfil it, was by his own fault. - . As rhe « 
Obliquiry of a Line cannor be aſcrib'd ro the 
ſtrair Rule, but ro the Error of the Hand that 
draws it. And from hence 'ris clear, 'thar it ©. 
bo God ſhould with a terrible exa&tneſs require.of -. 
© Men unfinning Obedience upon the- pain; ob - 
Damnation, he could nor be rax'd. with Uns + 
[ righteouſneſs. | | 
2. Bur God has been pleaſed to mitigate afid > 
1 allay rhe\Severity of the Law by ' the Golpel'; 
ſo that although the lealt breach of ir-makes_ 
a Perlon an Offender and - obnoxious to Judge». 7 
ment, _ yer the Law of Faith propounds fuck; * 
merciful Conditions ro the Guilty, that upon.the. + 
performance of them, 'they may plead thew 
don ſeal'd with the Blood of their R 
and ſhall be ſaved and crown'd in the Day 


Judgment. We are commaaded Jo to fpeahyan 4 
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from befare naine Eyes : Ceafe 
to do exul, and learn to do well, faith the Lord : 


1 ' and though your Sins be @ Scarlet, they fhall be 


mbete as Snow ; though they be red like Crimſon, 


Þ  2bey ſhal be white like Well. Iſa. 1. 16, 17, 18. 


God will nor pardon thoſe who ve and flat- 
ter themſelves in their Sins ; hut thaſe who con- 


3 feſt and farſake them, ſhall find mercy. 


(2.) Sinceriry of Obedience is accepted where 
eerfechon is wanting. When a Perſon. with 


I "- conſent of Heart and ſerious Futon ftrives . 

+ © obey the holy Will of God, without the ex- | 

© 5, - pram of any known Dury, or the indulgence 
A 


Sin, God will bare him, as 4 Father ſhares 
" hi Sen that ferves Lav 2.7. "T0 for 
_amch the matter as the allowance that makes 
San deadly. Where there is guile in the Hearr, 
Xx will be feverely imputed. Tis not accord- 
+ WA. ſome particular acts: of Sin, bur rhe res 
vr of "rhe Life, that the ſtate of Men will be 


WT Unfeigned Faith in the Lord Tefus, that 
_ -trraend Truth and Geodads of 
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uy, ly ealy, yet are. of impofible os 
m their nartaral finful Kare. The: 
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; yet by 

the Goſpel, he may be enabled. ro 
Conditions of it : for in this the 
. the Law, the Law diſcovers Sin, bu 
-1 09 degrees of ſupernatural . Power to ſubdue bdue.it, 
and directs to no Means for the expiation of -its © 
| Guile. As the Fire inthe Buſh dilcoyered.. the 
| Thorns without conſuming them. Bur rhe fans” 
| Ctifying Spirir, the true Spring of Life and, | 
er, 2 Tim. 1. 7. > Se anomeunol 3s OH 
pel, as St. Peter declares, With the preac 
- #he Goſpel the Holy Ghoſt was ſens down from 
*ven. 1 Pet. 1. 12, And the Spiris by Uluminge: _> 
ting, preven and exching Grey a{lilts men” 

m0 ___ and ve $008 is promiledin 
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and Hb 1 Supplies wo all that lan; '#nd ar- 
WET == 
4 molt render and endear! 
4 that are evil, know how pes 4 ood things 
- Children ; how much | more your Hea- 
ah Fake ge the Holy Spirit to thoſe that ok 
IT. 
64 pat From bene is follows, that 'ris from the 
A © etoncs of the, Will, and the love of Sin, 
thar Men -do not obey the Goſpel. For the 
& ' Holy Spirit nevef withdraws his gracious afliſt- 
©” Ance, till refj/ted, grieved, and quenched by them. 
> Jr will be no excuſe, that Divine Grace ' is nor 
ner in the ſame eminent degree upon ſome 
As upon others that are converted : | for the Im- 
pemrent ſhall not be condemned for want of 
that fingular powerful Grace that was the Pri- 
wiledg' of the Elect, but for. reteiving in vain 
\. #har meaſure of common Grace that rhey had. 
If he thar received one Talent had fairhfully im- 
ro it, he had been rewarded with more, 
upon the flothful and \ingrateful' neglect of 
- + lis Duty, he was juſtly deprived of it, and caſt 
” noa Dungeon of Horter, the Emblem of Hell. 
© The Sentence of the Law has its full force p- 
2 0 impenitent Sinners, with intolerable 
-$ - vations for neglecting the Salvation of 


"1 
- 


3 -oncerning the Heathens, the Scripture de- 


wy Thar alchough the Law publiſh'd by Myſes + 

20 or communicated to them, yer. there was. 
A flent, though leſs perfect Impreflion of it in 
"+ _ The Law of - Nature in the fun- 
damental 
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| rin Precepts of Rakigion, and 
Temperance, - was better known than ob 
by them. Therefore the Apo _ my, them + 


for atrocious Crimes, Rom. 27. fucha 
natural Cohſcience -Þ- 0% "rich rhe Law: 


God, ſeverely forbids upon he of Sefba he 
narion. 'Thas tis ſaid of 'the Hearhens,” 178". 
knowin? the Fudgment of God, that they which com- * 4 
mit ſuch things art worthy of Death ; not only: 
commit.the ſame, but have pleaſure in "them chat * 
do them.” Rom. 1. 32. And at thelaſt Day, As 
many as have fi Pan rar wes the ow as delivered' 
to the Fems, ſhall ed 'and nt accords + 
ing to that 4 pen "Ma Rows but'rhe Law” |: 
of Nature thar gd them to do- Good, and: 3 
reſtrain themſelves from Evil ; of which the” 
counterpart \ was nor totally delered in theip* 
Hearrs, '% 
2d1y. Although the revelation of Ckeift it OP 
Perſon, Office and Benefits, is not by the preach” 
ing of the Goſpel (rhar is neceffary for rhe'be- 
getting of Faith) exrended to all Narions'; yer 2 
the Grace of the Redeemer is fo far univerial, © ® 
thar upon;his account the indulgent Providence” © 
of- God invited: the Heathens.,to. Repentance. . * 
His renewed Benefits that ſweetned their Lives,... 
Rom. 2. 4. and his powerful Parience in fort 
ing ſo long to cur them off, when their Im 
and Impieties were ſo provoking, was a reſtimas”* 
ny of his inclination to Clemency upon. their Rey 
formation. As 14: 17. And for their ne os 
his Favours, and reſitting the methods of* ts > 
Goodneſs, they will on ar CY 7 
and their AR - RAreous 0 eng 


\ * ® 
o »% 


? 


#1 


; CHAP. NI. 


þ Eternal Death is wiſely and juſtly ordained + 
- -:to;be the puniſhment of ſm. Tis the wif- 
dom of the Lawgiver to appoint ſuch 4 
-» Puniſhment as might ages all Tempta- 
ons to break, the Law. "Tu juſt to maks 
a proportion between the quality of the 
Ofente 'and the degrees of Puniſhment. 
» Sin 4 a contempt of Gods MajeFty that is 
. truly infinite. The obligations of Reaſon- 
* .. able Creatures to the Creatour extreamly 
© encreaſes the guilt of ſin. The meanneſs 
- » of the mages that __ Men to fin, 
= areravates the Offence. The deſpiſing -of 
b. oy Freenal Life, and the chuſing the 4 
-' * of fin, with Hell in its retinue, makes the 
; ow to be jubtly inflifted on them. 
be obſtinate aud incureable lufts of Men, 
 * "juſtly make them the objetts of revenging 
 - - Fuſtice for ever. 
+ \ E are.next to conſider the Sanction of 
% the Law thar enforces. Obedience ; and 
"rt wHl appear that God is nor extream,” bur 
= Wiely and juſtly ordained Erernal Death to be 
-” the puniſhmenr of Sin. 
, This will appear by conſidering, 
y rt. /The end of the Sanction is to preſerve 
' te Aurbority of the Law in is fall vigour, to. 
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fender if moſt Glemn _ my = conſe :* 
ly 'tis the wiſdom of the Law-giver, 0-01 
F wapy/ Puniſhmeris {6 heavy, as to all4 
; Þ Teprarions: char might otherwiſe 1 the” . 
« Sabjects ro rranſyreſs ws Precepts. F. 
 } © Therefore 10 dow, the fiſt and frank | q 
þ Death was threathned upon his Diſobedience 5". 
—a} ps as a pity T was £ 
| that no guil hought, as + 4 
| Defire, no decei cul Suggeſtion ſhould enter wy F 
break the Tables of the Law depofited therein. 
Now fince, notwithſtanding the 
| Man was fo eafily ſedieed by rhe infinnations A 
of the Temprer ro break the Law, and difordex 
the Government of God in-the World, 'ris evi- b; 
dent thar fach-a Reftraint was _——_— | 
to ſecure his Obedience. 1 ſhall nor inlilt on! 
what is. ſadly viftble fince the firlt- 
that there is in Mankind ſock s Eq 
| penfiry ro ſenſual things, thar without" the 
| of Hell no- Arguments are ftrong enough th--- 
© prevent the bold violationof the Divine Law: 
2. "Tis conſented to by common-Reaſon, that: 
there onghr to be a propor- 
tion berween the qualiry of _-— -Adfic Regan jv | 
the Offence, and rhe degrees Sor wa [eanrny ae 
of rhe Puniſhment. Jultice We. 
rakes rke Scales into its hand before it rakes 
Sword. Now Sin againſt God is- of ſach 
immenſe Guilt, that an eternal Puniſhment iv | 
bur equivalent ro it. This will appear by cohs-. 
- idering, ; > 
(1.) The Perfections of rhe Lawyiver, who | 
is. infinizely above us; One Act-of Sir ik My 
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2 bellion againit God, and. includes in it the con- 
= cempt of his Majeſty, before whom the highelt 
© "Angels cover their Faces with Reverence and 
= Adoration, as unworthy to behold his Glory ; 
= and cover their Feet, as unworthy thar he ſhould 
= behold them : I/a. 6.2, 3. the contradiction of 
© . his Holineſs thar'is his peculiar Glory : the de- 
* amial of his Omniſcience and Omnipreſence, as 
if he were confin'd to the ſuperior World, Fob 
& 22. 14. and buſy in regulating the harmonious 
= "Order of the Stars, a did 'not diſcern and ob- 
© . ſerve what is done below : the defiance of his 
Erernal Power, and provoking him to Fealouſy, as 
sf we were. ſtronger than he. . | 
| (2.) If we 'conſfider the Obligations of the 
Z 2s ro obey his _—_— the 
- gui of din xies prodigiouſly. hey were 
bn * Wade by his Pons" with this ſpecial charaQter 
= Excellency, according to his Image :. they 
E=were happy 1n-his Love ; they were endowed 
- - with intellectual Faculties capable ro underitand 
and confider their Obligations ro their bounrti- 
& ful Lord. From hence it appears that Sin is the 
=. moſtunnarural Rebellion againſt God, and 1inir 
there 1s a concurrence of Impiery, Ingratitude, 
>” Perfidiouſneſs, and whatever may inhance a 
+> Crime ro an exceſs of Wickedneſs. 
E  (3.) The meannels of the Morives that in- 
- Muce Men to prefer the pleaſing their depraved 
EF .. Apperites before Obedience ro his ſacred Wl, 
£-* extreamly aggravares the Offence. - Of this we 
* have a convincing Inftance in the firſt Sin com- 


 mitzed . upon. Earth. . Deceirful Curiofiry, flar- 
= tering Pride, a {ſecret pleaſure of acting accordy 
= «RR. ing 


_ 


| On pi i ei ring 
| Sen | ro” af . 

l the Mortal-Fruir, againſt the expreſs Commanit® 4 
& God... Andeyer fince, the vaniſhing ſhadows: * * 
_ of Honour, or-Gain, or Pleaſure, are the only," 
. perſwaſives to Sin... And what can be me” bo 
provoking, than for a Trifle to tranſgreſs'the * 

' Law of God, and equally. deſpiſe bis 'Faveut © 
| | ad Dyſpleaſure on any Tunes oo _— A 
ternal, ' expiate ſuch Impieries ? es of 3 © 
: Humane Jultice may diſcover tous tbe -Equiry *» 7 
of the Divine Juſtice. Tis ordained- by the ©? 
wiſe{t States, that many Crimes which” may be * * 

done in a few Minutes, ſhall be - puniſh'd withy* 3 
Death, andthe Offender be deprived of - his na* © - 
rural Life for ever. And -is ir *not meſt-: julty, 
that Treaſon againit rhe Great” and Inmortah-—+ 
King, ſhould be . revenged - with Everlaſt _ 
Dearh ? : FP. i: 

. (4) That which farther (clears 'the' Diving® 3 

' Juſtice in puniſhing Sin with Hell, is this, Thag=*3 
God by -his. infallible Promiſe affures us, thag” 3 

| all who-ſincerely and uniformly obey hun, ſhalk* , 
be rewarded with Heaven for ever : a-Bleſled- -- 3 
nels moſt worthy the..Greatnels and Love of ©; 
the Erernal God to beftow upon his Servants 3 * 
a . Bleflednels- thar ſu our moſt- compre= - 2 
henſive Thoughts. Now if eager | Glory 


be deſpiſed, whart- remains but endle 
tobe the Sinners: Portion .> The*Co 


is. remedileſs. If Sin with an. eternal in + * 
irs Rerinne be choſen. and. embrac'd, is-it nog © 
equal thac. the rational Creature ſhould inherit 2 
his own choice ? How jult is-it 'thar thoſe who £2 
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ns arent ihe" mos and maintain his 
' here, ſhould have their with 
for ever > Thar thoſe who now ſax to the 


$—5-; thy = or ſhould retard <tr tom De- 


ow ne hoe coerdehs Fire & As there 
wil benovain ven, where the 
# == is the Gift of And Bounry ; fo there 
"5s be no righteous Complaint againſt God in 
” #Hell, where the Punichment is inflicted by pow- 
2 -erful Juſtice. He thar manera fins, by con- 
g chyſfes the Puniſhmenr due to ir. 
15.) ao eftmarion of an Offence is. raken- 
from the diſpoſition of him that does it. When 
Tis done _ leafure and obſtinacy, there is 4 
mo phece for Favour. * Now final Impenirence 
© yokarmy Sin aCtually and eternally damn- 
*0 the: Sinfer. - Thaſe that, norwithRtand- 
all gracious Means, 'live continually in Re- 
” eltion a God ; thoſe that impenirently 
—diein their Sins ; thoſe that deſire to live here 
© for ever, that they might enjoy their ſweer ſins ; 
"© thoſe that are ſo, hardned and: naturalized in 
Vices, that if they were revived and 
—_ again into this: World of Temprations, 
i certainly return ro the Pleaſures of Sin; 
| is -1r not Righteous thar 
|”) Prez aqualitas non their incoryigible Obitinacy 
Þ: nude ipetanda ur in ſhould be punith'd for ever # 


I Is. it not juſt that thoſe who 
& voro ejas qui deli would continue under-the 
On Gt. dominson of $in, ſhould for- | 

feir all their claim ro the 
| Dine deny 2? For if we conſider-rhem: as un- 
Gy. 4. | repentant 
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A |. Tis evidence of fatts produc*'d as the reaſon 


Judgement, All ſins, whether ſecret 
| y mY vi/ible, ſhall be brou ughe t0 Judg + 
- - ment. Sins of Omiſſion. and Commiſſion. 
” All the aggravations oy cercumſtances of 
- fn. The manner of this judicial proceed- . 
. - Ing ts by opening the Books : The Books of 
he Law and Goſpel ſhall be unfolded in 
all their Precepts, and Mens Lives com- 
pared with them. The Omniſcience of God 
will give convincing evidence of Mens 
' Works, The Book, of ws gag ſhall be 
opened, and accuſe or excuſe Men. Satan 
© will be a principal accuſer. The wicked 
will accuſe one another. The Saints of 
God will give teſtimony againſt the wicked, 
The impartiality of the Sentence will make | 
the. Divine Jubice conſpicuous. There will | 
be no diſtinttion of Perſons in that Tudg- 
- awent. There will be a diſtinition of Canſes. | | 
= .. Every Man ſhall be judged according ro | 
- the tenour of bis good Works, and the de- Þ 
fert of his bad. 1 The Harveſt ſhall be an- 
ſwerable ro the: ſowing the Seed, both in 
Kind and Meaſure. 


- AL T Shall now proceed to conſider the Evidence 

" 2 of the Facts thar is produc'd as the Rea- 

> of that Judgmenr. oye 
he 
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| The temper of Divine Juttice is very obſerws. _7 
able. in the. particular Judgments recorded -:in +? 
Scriprure. It che firſt proceſs of Juitice-ow. 
Earth, we read that God made the. enquiry of 
Adam, - Haſt thou eaten of the Tree whereof I comm 
manded thee that thou ſhouldft not eat ? Gen. 3.11. 2X 
and by palpable Evidence convinc'd him - before - *? 
he condemg'd him. Thus before the fiery Venr; - 
geance upon the wicked Cities, the Memory-.of © 
which will never be extinguiſh'd ;- The | 
ſaid to Abraham, Becanſe the Cry ' of Sodom; and = 
Gomorrah x. great, and becauſe their Sin s grits . © 
vous, I will go. down now, and ſee whether they 
bave done according to the cry of it that i come up 
unto me ; Gen. 18. 20, 21. viz. whether they, 
were ſo numerouſly and exceflively wicked ; uf 
not, I will know. God is. pleaſed ro incarnate 
fiimſelf in Mans expreflion, ro declare more” » 
ſenſibly ro us, that he never puniſhes with pre* 7 
cipitation, bur after an equal rrial of the C : 

hus we read- of that profane King of Babylom, * 
Belſhazzar, That be was weighed in the Ballance, © - 
and found waxting, Dan. 5. 27. before he was * 
ſentenc d ro hs: ad of his Kingdom and # 
Life. And the Deitruction of the Antichriftian 3 
Stare is attended ' with folemn Hallelujahs for *; 
the Righreouſnels of thar Judgment. Rev. 19. 2,3. 
And in the laſt Day the Righteouſneſs of Gods. 
Proceedings ſhall be univerſally manifett and? 
magnified. "Tis therefore called the day of the © 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God. Rong, 
2. 5. Now in order to this, 'the Scripture.ane 
forms us, thar all -the Works of Men. ſhalt be. *: 


brought into Judgment, - even every ſecret. thing, + 
g Judg | * thing, | 
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Eye of rhe Day, 
the Light of the Sun, and from the Eye of the 
- Night, the Light r of a+ Candle, ſhall then be- 
made manifeſt. Nay, rhe Sins of the Thoughts : 
and AﬀeCtions, of which Saran cold nor ac- 
-  Giife Men, when the inward Fire of Luſt or 

Malice is not diſcoyered by the keaſt ſmoak of 

&, by no exprefſions, all-rhoſe ſhall he 
r ro-Judgment : God-will juls the ſecrets. 
of vows by Feſus Chriſt. Rems.-2. 16. 

The Sins of Omifſion of our Daty- thar are 
'S mumnerous, from careleſneſs and diverſions, 
from florhifulneſs and delays, and that now ſo: 
 Jede affe& us ; for we are more ſenfible of 
\ whar we do than of whar we have nor done ; 
-the guilt of all theſe ſhall rhen be heavily charg- 
> &t on the Conſcience of the Sinner. I-was am: 
and you gave me no meat ; I was thirſty, 
Jou gave me no drink, was the accuſarion of 
- the Reprobates from the Judg himſ{cIf, To him 
EI bbw rob good, and doth it not, to him it 
"a" fin. Fames 4. The neglect of improving 
. Ulthe Means, Advantages, ' and Opportunities 
Oli or receiving Good, willt- be a great 

T of thas Jadgmen. The Lord called his 
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= a accom for rl the Talenescommine, | 
non ro their number and worth. 

Alt Sins of Commuſlion in Touth and 
—_—_— Senſuality, as Leaf 4 
exceſs of Vine s, Banquetings, and. abo- ' © 
minable rr ages all excef jo, Row, = be. "I 
cies f'vv hi whe rea fu ER quack, 
and the dead: 1 Pet. 4-5. or as "4 
ouſneſs ro others. He that doth wrong, : 
oe50e acoording to the even bo oat dns. « Col. 3. hoy 3 
And Sins of a leſſer guilt, for which the moſt 
are nor ronch'd with grief or ſhame, ſhall then: 
be produc'd in Judgment. All rhe Sins of oup+  » 
Words, fo eaſily committed, and nor f eaſily _ 7 
obſerved, ſhall then be call'd to a heavy remen.- ** 
| drance. The Judg himſelf tells us : F ſay wits > 
008; that every idle word that men ſhall fpeak, thiy 
fall give account thereof in the day 9 
Mat. 12. And if vain Words, the fipns aid. 
immediate effects. of a vain Mind; ſhall ſadly: F 
encreaſe our accounts,” how much more all the: 
conrentious, fierce and revengeful Words; the 
detracting, falſe ,  contumelious ' and injarions.” 
Words, the impure, filrhy and contagious Words. 
the prophane, blaſphemous and impious Words, > 
that flow from- the-evil treaſure of the Heart > Ok. © 

their dreadful Number, and oppreifing Weight Þ.. 2 
And all the aggravations and cireamftances- - * 
of Mens Sins, thar raiſe their Guilr ro ſuch feats 
'-  fulheights, ſhall be enumerated m order ro:Judgs 
' -. ment. | For thus 'twas foretold ; Behold, the Lovet 
| ecmes with ten thouſand of hu Saints, to execntt 
Fudement upon all, and'to-'comvince all-thas are ann. - 
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*  gadly among them, of all their imgodly deeds which 
þ- Tho be committed ; hw _ their hard 
» ſpeeches whic odly ſinners en againſt; 
”  bim. Fude wh And all the Wot if 
” theSainrs. ſhall then be remembred, even to the 
*  Jealt work of Piety, the giving of two Mites-t0 
© the Treaſury of -the Temple. ; . Luke 21. 3, 4. and 
= the leatt work of Chariry, the giuing -4 Cup of 
_ cald Water #0: a-Diſciple, Mat: 10. 42.. upen, the, . 
-- account of his relation unto Chrift. their, 
ſecret Graces and Duries ſhall then be rewarded. 
r The manner: of this Judicial Evidence is ſet 
> forth ro us in Scripture, by. the opening the Books ;; 
> congruouſly to proceedings in humane Judg- 
ment, wherein the Information and Charge. is 
ucil from, Writings . for the conviction of. 
the accuſed. Thus.it was repreſented ro St. Fohia 
mn a Viſion ; - I ſaw the dead, ſmall and preat, 
 fland before God ; and the books were opened, and 
' the dead were judged out of the things that were writ- 
hen ins the books, according to their works, Rev. 20. 12. 
,- I... The Books of the Law and Golpel ſhall 
= "then be open'd in alt- the Injunctions and Prohi- ; 
© -bitions, and our Lives compar'd with them. Our 
= Saviour told the Jews, Do: not - think that F wilt 
accuſe you to my father ; there. u one that accuſeth 
- ou, even Moſes, in whom you truſt : not the perſon, 

- ut. the law of Moſes. Fobn 5. 45. And he der 
- nounced againſt thoſe that reject -the Goſpel ; 
**, Ahe word he-1 have ſpoken, the ſame ſhall judg. 
© them in.the laſt day.. Fohn 12. 48. The Law 1s 
the exact Tranſcript of. Gods Sacred. Will, the 
- natural and immurable.Rule of Righreouſneſs ; 
Xis puze, forbids all Sin, and enjoins univerſal 
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Holineſs ; tis fprritual, requires not 
formiry in Wald. and Achons, bur in ©” 
Ctiry in prong 4, Hearr : for the Soul 1s the 3 
inci rt of Man, entirely open ro C4 
Eve, 4 Maker and Judg of it. Akd the oO 
enlightned Saints have but an imperfect knows» 
ledg of ir here. - This made holy David,.-afrer: 
| his meditation upon irs Puriry and Perfection, 


o 
. 
: # 
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to cry out in an agohy, Who can underſtand bug + 
errors ! cleanſe thou me from ſecret ſms. _ P/al. 19. 
'T his, when opened in its ſpiritual and compres © 2 
henfive Narure, by'a wiſe and zealous Preach 
darts a Light into the Conſcience, and diſcos © 
vers many ſecret Sins, that like ſo many Ser» 3 
pents were ſtill and quier in the dark ; bur upon; 
the fudden breaking in of the Light, fly upon ® 
the Sinner, and torment him with their m A 
ſtings. Bur when the Law-giver himſelf ut 
expound rhe Eaw in its full extent and perfectis- |; 
on, with reſpect to all the Duries'ir- 's 4 
and Sins it forbids, how guilry will Men ap» © 
? how unable to anſwer one Article of a- 3 
thouſand chargd upon them ? | 
2. The Omniſcience of God will give my — 
convincing Evidence of all our Works : 4@- © 
things are naked and open to hy eyes, with whony. 4 
we have to do. in judgment. Heb. 4. 13. | The © 
Plalmitt declares the infinite perſpicaciry. of his 
fight : The darkneſs hides not from thee, but the © 
might ſhines as the day. Pſal. 139. As his Light © 
and tranſcendent. Brightneſs is invifible ro- us, * 
1 Tim. 6. 16, {0 our thickeſt Darkneſs is vilible 
ro him. We cannot ſee things in the Night, be-. 
caule it hinders the reception of the Rays, hyp 4 
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wo Of Eterval Fadgment. Ch. IV. | 
-—Infinvate into the Eyes, and cauſes fight : but |} 
the Eyes of our Judg are like a of Fire, 
fu. 1 14: diſpelling alt Darkneſs. . From his 
in Heaven, his piercing Eye fees thro 
-alll the concealments of Mens Sins. Thou haft 
Jet our Iniquities before thee, and our ſecret ſins in 
the light of thy countenance. Pfal. 90. 8. He dif 
. covered the Sacriledge of Achan, the Lie. of 
— Gehzzi.the Deceit of Ananie. Sauls Diſobedience 
©; in ſparing the Amulekgres devoted ro Deſtruction, 
=  1-S$2. 15.21. had the colourtble prerence of 
Piery, and, as a Sacrifice, was laid on the Atrar. 
And Davids Murther of Uriah was: imputed ww 
the chance of War as a ſufficient excule. 2 Sam. 
= It. 25. Bur though rhey mighr have decety'd 
. others, they conld nor deceive God. He i i» 
- -Umately preſent with rhe Souls of Men, that 
are unfearchable ro rhe moſt diſcerning An 
= of Light, and knows all their moft ſecret Di 
3 and 'Defires, rhe deepeit Serds of rhett 
actions. Healone has exact Scales ro weigh the 
3 - xi of MÞr; all the principles, aims and affe- 
=  Cchons that are inſeparable from their Works. - 
*The Phariſees in. whom Pride was the firft Pro- 
perry, and Hypocrify a ſecond Narure, could 
nor, with all their Saintly ſhews; impoſe on our 
Saviour : for he knew what was in man. Mutth. 
23, 14. He diſcovered their Alms to be nor the 
-- effect of Chariry bur Oſtenrativn, Mazzh. 6. 2. 
Þ *and their ſpecious as of Deyorion ro bea train 
- tu furprize ſome rich Prey. March. 23. 14. 
: And this Divine knowledge of Men and their 
” actions is in order to Judgment Thus the wiſe 
"uf King declares, Doth not he that ponders the heart 
, Conſider 


4% 


" Conſider it © ary $6, 7, on thy Youl, | doth 
be know it ? And ſhall not he render to every 
according to his works * Prov. 24. 12. - And 
himſelf teſtifies, I the Lord ſearch the heatt, wt 
fo give to every man according to his works. Fer. 
17. Io, | For this Reaſon he is faid to keep 1 
Regiſter of Mens Sins. Thus he ſpeaks of ” 
impure Idolarries of rhe Jews ; Behold, #t vs 
ten before me, Iſa. 65. 6. ro ſignify his | 
actual knowledge, I wsl/ not- keep ſilence, but © wi 
recompenſe, even re e into their Boſomne. 
at the Day ER he will deelare his «. 3 
fedp of their Sins before all, and the'moſt ; 
ſhall be made evident, as if writtet inthair Fore ' 
heads in the moft plain and legible Characters. © >. * 

And all rhe Goodneſs of rhe Saints ſhall r 
be revealed by the Judy. "-*2- if 
Their preteſt Excellencies 
#re invifble to the Eyes of 
Men : the Sandtiryof their ciem 
aims and affections, which 
gives Life and Value ro all 
the acts of Obedience, their | 
{ecrer Duties, wherein the finceriry and-ardency* > 
of their Souls is moſt expreſs'd, are only knowth. = 
ro God. And ſuch is the excellent hnmiliry of 
the Saints, thar rhe more they are enrich'd, 2 
bound with the gracious Influences of the $ 
rit, the lefs rhey difcoyer to the World ; as the 
Celeſtial Bodies, when. in- neareſt conjunction. 
with the Sun, and moſt fild.wirh his Light, are- 
leaſt in appearance to the Inhabitants of the 7 
Earth. - Bur there is a Back of Remembrances bs _ || 
tore him, for them that feared the-Lord, and thought - © 
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* mpor by Name. And they ſhall be mine, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts, in the day when I make up 'my jew- 
Ws: and I will ſpare them as 4 man ſpares bu ſow 
that ſerves him. Mal. 3. 16, 17. 
3- The Conſcience of. every Man ſhall then 
be. opend, and give an accuſing or excnſing tefti- 
| ' theſe 


-” - mony of all things ; Rom. 2. 15, 16. 


aQs of Conſcience in the preſent Life, have a 


*: final reſpe&t tro Gods Tribunal. And though 


the accounts are io vaſt, rhere thall be an exact 
- - agreement berweenthe Books of Gods. Omniſci- 
ence, and of Conſcience in the Day of Fu 
Now indeed the Conſcience of Man, —_ 

" never ſ{o- inquiſitive and. diligent in examinin 
and Reis bis Ways, 1s unable ro take a j 
- account of his Sins. As one that would tell rhe 
firit __ Stars in the Evening, before he 
can reckon , others appear and confound 
his Me with their roche + :  ſo:when Con- 
fdence- is ſeriouſly intent in reflecting upon ir 
elf, before ir can reckon up the Sins commutred.- 
againſt one Command, innumerable orhers ap- 
pear. This made the Plalmiſt, upon the ſurvey 
af . his actions, break forth in-amazement and 
plexity ; Mine imiquities: are mare than the 
Bgirs upon my head, therefore my heart fails me. 
Pſal. 40. 12. Bur it will be one of rhe Miracles 
of that Day, to enlarge the view of Conſcience 
to all rheir Sins.. Now the Records of Conſci- 
ence are ofren obliterared, and rhe Sins writreg 
therein are forgotten-; bur then they ſhall ap- 
” pear in fo clearan imprefiion, that the Wicked 
B Jan be inexcuſable ro themſelves, and Canſci- 


"ence ſubſcribes their Condemnation. And O he 
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formidable Spectacle, © when Conſcience enhg 
ned/by-a-Beam from Heaven, ſhall preſear. 
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New Conſcience isa Notary-in every Mans Bo-. 
ſom ; and though 'ris nor always vocal, yer 


writes down their actions. The: {mm of M8 "142 
point of .4- 

upon the tables of the heart. . Fer.” ; 

>10 giye-a 


written with a pen of iron, and with. 4 
diamond tw 
19. 4. Bur then-it ſhall be . com 
full Charge againſt the Guilty. 


rhus we have 


,- -an-infallible preſage in this World, when Cons 


fcience turns the point againſt the Breaft of- 4 
Sinner, and enforces the Tongye, by a fſecrer 


inſtigation, to accuſe: rhe Perton. ” And this-Ins ; 


formation of Conſcience ar -rthe laſt will make 
the Sinner ſpeech! 


keeping ; and wharever 1s recorded- there, was 
written with his own Hand. And. how will 
thoſe hardned Sinners that now kick againſt. rhe 
pricks of Conſcience, .be able to repel -its-ftrot 


and quick accuſations before that terrible 'Trt 


bunal ? 
4. Other numerous Witneſſes will appear to 
finiſh the proceſs of that Day.” Nor as it God, 


that knows all things, wants Information, bur" 


for the publick Conviction of the Wicked. - © 
Saran will then bring in a bloody Charge 


againit them. Such is his Maligniry, that he s- . 
a Complainer of God ro Man, and by calumnis = 


ating the Blefſed Creator, ſeducd our. firit_ Par 
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Sinnec in one view the Sins of his whole Life$ . ** 


eſs: for the Book of accounts ** 
with Divine Juſtice, was always in his 'own 


; and he is the accuſer of Men ro God. He 
is ttiled rhe accuſer of the Brethren before God day * 
end night. Rev. Sometimes fallly, as whea.he + 
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\} | xepre ; 
nr oge; grigh, 2 3 | 
4 ke pd conſe to Zeab. 3, 
| -0 3 ecD. 3; 
ce of acculers. Bur 
ed. :. Aud 
rthee, © Sar 


pn part 
ar the lait Judgment. This is tr 
in that fearful Imprecation, Let Satan 


; - to his Malice; by glittering Snares, or yio- 
- > Jent Temprarions, draws Men to Sin. Bur then 
” He will be their moſt bunter accuſer, nor from 
= zealof Juſtice, bur pure Malignity. 'Fhen he 
wall vate their Crimes by the moſt killing 
a ances ; though in them- he 
= endites. himſelf, rheir Sins being uſually done 
* -; And the Wicked themſelves will accuſe one 
another. . In- this World Fellow-finners uſually 
* conceal one anothers Wickedneſs, reſtraind by 
4 _ own obnoxiouſneſs. Bur then all -] have 
© been jointly in the commiſſion of* Sin 
| Mea eepocker The voluptuous Sin- 
> mers. that have excired ane another to Lutt or 
WEE. - Luxury ; 
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'S. quick as the Grave, Prov. 1. will 
* ins fy uy ne got 
F binatien, the inferiaur Inſtruments 


Compl od 
*% - And all the holy Servants of God, who-uy 
<oir Iotrodtions, / aove ; 
1 , bave endeavoured to make the WorkÞ 2 
berter ; eſpecially thoſe who by their Place and 7 


els, Admoniuens, -Ex- - 
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; lonfly and com | 
4 TAE vader their Care ta reform their Lives, 
' and fave their Souls, will give a pm 
F  mony a them. Ind 
' of the Saints will upbraid the he ry 
* reſiſting all rhe nba nds _ 
| the grave and ſerious Reproofs, all the tender” / 
earneſt Expoſtularions, that were ineffectual by 
* the hardneſs of their Hearts. 
© _ Briefly, the Scripture attributes to the Signs + 
3 dence apainlt them Co on 2 Ek * 4 
| ce a them. Thus the Propher * 
A he Hoaks built by Rapine = Extorrion,” _ * 
5 2 The fone of the w ca the beams anſwer 
I aber $ M6 374, yes Er agnaos | 
mony .* 


= s declares, "That the wages of the hireling, 


rn 4 
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___ 


* . the ruſt of gold and ſilver treaſured up, is a witneſi 


; | apainſt the covetous. Fam. 5. 3, 4. And this by 
* A cognition of Conſcience will be a Memo- 
mat againſt them hereafter. | 


> Evidence of Mens Sins, I ſhall add a uſeful Re- 
preſentation fram'd by a Heathen, to ſignify thar 
wickedneſs, how ſecretly ſoever commirred, ſhall 
be brought to light in Judgmene. He tells -us, 
©That-the Scul of a very -guilry Wretch, was 
© after Death arraigned before one of the ſevere 
© Judges below. And at his Trial, becauſe his 
© atrocious Crimes were done in ſecret, he ſtood 
© upon his defence, denying all. The Judg com- 
- ©manded his Lamp to: be pxoduc'd, that was an 
*Eye-witneſs of his Wickedneſs. The Lamp 
* appear'd, and being demanded whar ir knew 
© of him? an{wered with a figh, Would I had 
 * been conſcious of nothing, for even now the 
*remembrance of his Villanies makes me to 
*tremble : I with my Light had been extinguiſh- 
© ed, that the Oil that maintained had quench'd 
* jr. Bur I burnt with diſdain, and catt abonr 
+ fome Sparks to fire his impure Bed, and was 
© grieved that my litrle Flame was ſo weak as 
"nor ro conſume it. I ſaid within my ſelf, If 


= *and leave the World.in Darkneſs. Burl now 
=  £ perceive why I was conftraind to give Light 
© *:ro hip, that being a ſecrer Spy of his Unclean- 
B-.- nels, his Thefts and Cruelnes, 1 might reveal 


BR ia 


AF. 4 © WT 
112 


— ws -. - vx 
« £ Jou - . 
ed ec, * 's Mz. 
i F 4 
FY ” % oS., » >» ® +*% * x 
Wwe , 4 : wy HF 4 Y a, ES ww” v/ 


4 Te EBB LT. nd 


3 x" o o I 2 \ a py & 

AMS "> "x" on © "= 3 a 

£ r % = *< p © 4% < - 
L | i q , : : a F. - ay Fe” ut y LE _ My => »/ __ y 4 "a ; "4 
«© ns "5 a4* F % P * . þ 4 
by 6 by U = of Þ _ : o , at 

& ; =y ' + : 8 
” ” , ” : = ” . Cc 


back by fraud; cry againſt the oppreſſor. And 


© Fo what the Scripture ſpeaks of this kind of | 


” © the Sun faw theſe Villanies, it would be eclips'd, 
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know is OMMIPTE® + 1 timendut 5 
ſenr, and'that wharever Sin De... iple in —_ x 
done, tho' in the deepeſt _—_— bh 
and darkeſt receſs, is mani 54 1, cubile ins = 
feſt to him,* have no need of ras ? vider te. "tn ; 
Lucians Lamp to make our 0 veraris ? videt- 
Judg to be feared by us. . — 

3. The Imparriality of the Sefirence will make "% 
the Juſtice of God conſpicuous before the whole - | 
World. 'Fhis confifts m-wwo things. We 

1. There will be no diſtinction of Perſons. 

2. There will be a diftin&tion of Cauſes ir 
_ udgment ;- and according-to their Nature; 

rence will paſs upon all. 

ops There will be no diftinction of Perſons. 
In humane Courts the Judges qr extend 
and amplify, meangs con contractygr ſmorher rhe | 

Evidence; and are or favourable *# 
in their Sentence, as ang are bak 'd towards the © 
Perſons before them. Bur the Righteous Judgof 2 
the World is uncapable of being inclin'd ro Vas "A 
wu or Severiry upon ſuch baſe Mortives. This 

uently declared in Scripture, ro pofſels us 

w_ is Fear. If ye call upon the father, who 
without reſpett of perſons judges according to every 
mans work, paſi the time of your ſojourning here un + * 
fear. 1 Pet. 1. 17. No ſpiritual Priviledges up+4=8 
on which Men are fo apt to preſume, v2. that 
they are; Members of the Reformed Church; 
that they are enrich'd with excellear Gifts ; thab* 
they enjoy the Ordinances in their part dun: 
nitration, will avail rhem withour real 
in their Hearts and - Lives. The being unired to. 
Societies of the — Proteffion | 
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an eminent Company of Merebarts proves 4 
one-ro be rich Citizen, - Theſe that bow the Kiyes Knee Fe 
fs not the e's in faithful , that give = 2 
85 Title of Lord to-Chrift, without the tris» 
vp; rr will be rejetted to ham. 
. Jhall [ay at the day of judgment, Lord, Lord, we have 
efied in- thy name , done many wondrous 
Nroang Matth. 7. 2% Then will the Fudg ſay, 1 
© of tary Depart from me ye workers of 1 
of ''Civik{Greatnefs | will be any 
and advantageirthat day.  Saifht Fob 
'- «reſtifies; I ſaw the dead; ſindll and great; ſtand be- 
* yore God, inanequal Line, to receive their Trial, 
2 5 4; way ſhall then be deveſted of therr 
. "Firles, of their Crowhs: and Sceprers, _— 
=; Robes of State, and only-be accompanied -with 
8 their Works. Of this we have an- undoubred 
& _ Proof, int that they are no more exempred from 
"the" common Law of dying than the meanett 
Slave. Death, that rugged Officer, atreits them 
awithourt Ceremony, and ſummons them to ap- 
; pear before that 'T ribunal. | The Royal: P 
could not protect Herod from being devouted : 
L - Worms. The Apoſtle ſpeaks indefinurely in the 
4 + foreccired Place ; He that does wr wrong, ſhall receive 
| ter the wrong he has done ; and there 45 no reſpett of 
perfons. Col. 3. wr. No circumitantial accidents 
derive true worth, -or- truly debaſe Perſons, 
"Ix Qualiries, and the Actions that flow 
& * frotm'them : and accordingly, the High and Holy - 
| God wilt accept or difapprove-them. Whar'St. 
Pad ablerves of the ſaving Grace of | the Goſpel - 
King indiffercotly x7 rag is or a0” 7 
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the molt polite and civiliz'd, The ig a » 


T ati 1 Greezans,. 


rion,. and therefore. common evrewddrs. ics 
of Mankind. An Image nay vl Men) 
Ebon ARIA hn hoy. f 

| wo his La 


52, There hall be a datinHon of 7 Cans, 
or % Minn be judged accardi is | 
renour of Works, © and. {er 

The: Apoſtle aflares .us, = ow 

ſaws, that. ſhall herreap: He that ſower] ta the f 
ſhall of the fleſh reap Aer Fog but he that _ 
ta the Fas, ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſtans 
Gal.6..7, $. The Harveit ſhall be accords 


pure mercy, Fude 
EEE: 
1AEC ru of the - Gof.- 
W L.t0 I "Death, that Tt vel [2 
 aphite 11: tbe blood of the a, Rev. 
= their own Blood. Their Ri x > of Hebven' 
4 2% TOI m the application of his N jo 
+ © the Reward is diſpensd from God accordin 
ESD Eaw ; not only as a magni cent 
s bur as 'a Rightegu Fudg. "All thoſ® to 
- Who pel promiſes 'eternial "Life, / 
| ys ir, and none that the Golpe 
clade who were ſenſible of 'their Siris, 
© and cordially forſaking them, did humbly and 
FIDE upon the Grace of God, chrough | 
| conciler and Saviour, ſhall be-: 
6 areg Les Then rhe Jud will diſcern 
ed Faith and- vain Preſumpr 
nl 'the Fairh' of the ©Saints Tre 
ruits of it, the Godlf inceſt, 'Righteoufneſf, 
5; we Sebriet of their Lives, and a victorious per- 
"Kyerance in their Duty, notwirhſtanding all the 
LE Temptarions or 'Tortures ro withdraw 
it.  'Thus the Apoltie expreſſes his 
” huntible Confidence”; I have fotlpht Fs pod 
{* Thave finiſh'd ny conſe ; henceforth SW las 
$3 EY fpr me 4a crown of righreouſneſt, which God" the id 
£ F judg will give me at that diy : and not only 
; fo we, but to all that leve dus appearance. '2 Tim. 4. 
E 8. We read in the Deſcription of the Latt 
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dement, "Phat the Book of Life was opened ©: the 


of all that were 'written in Heaven, Rev. 20. 


ſhall then- be declared, rhar ir may appear 
e ſaved by Grace. For it was his molt free 
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2 voy He that gs ferte—vAg 
Oo; # pores that at Jowy  Þoingy, lt reap ng ak 
thas imparnal m rewacd- 

- My HA more 11 pubifting Send, 
For the remuneration of our Duty is the 7 

et of HR free Favour ; but'the recom. ©} 
©" Pence of Sin: are due, and_decreed Jultice, | 
= I Number, Weight, and Meaſure.” The feve- 
4 x, of the Sentence will be in proporrioti,” as. 
{ Sins have been more numerous and het 


X83 gfrall the Damned ſhall be equally 
miſerable ih wy all broken on an endleſs 
Wheel, Fer the of their Torment are - _ 


Ierent, 'Sits of gnorance are exrehuared i 
parifon of rebellious Sins againſt Know ledg. 
LE= are like a Servants daſhing againſt his 
er in the-dark , the orhier like the tnfolenr 

* Krikin of him in the light : And asthey incur 
w/gs Fo Guilr, will expole ro eater Puniſhment, 

- Accor gi our Sayiour' predicts, That, the Ser- 4 
| ve wh knew bu Lords will, and prepared not 7 
to hi "will, ſhall be 

oy he ' that new not, 
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En EY = at = 
Principles were ſtrong and quick in their Minday*” 
that made them ſe of their Day and 
ger; yer they were not {o clear : and- 
the Law delivered by: s:  - Thoſe-Sihs thay 
were Infirmitiesin a-Pagang. were preſumpruous ® 
in a Jew. And the:Caſe of che Jews will be mane” 
roterable than of diſobedient Chriſtians, who en» 
gy the Goſpel ' leſs charged wirh Ceremonicg,. | 
and more-abundant in Grace than the Maſaical**3 
Diſpenſarion, Thoſe -that have ſer before them” 
the Life of Chriſt, the-Model of. all Perfection, 
that are &xcitzd by ſuchlond Calls to flee fromthe 
wrath to-vome,” and yer are deaf and- regardleſs 49+, 
the Commands, nay to rhe melring arily 
and precious Promiles of he Golpel, - ſhall bave 
2a. more iniolertle Ladgaens than the moſt guil-- 
oy Satery; even Sodbmires and Sidonians” | | 

x were rangers ro it. The. precious Blog...” 
of the Son of 'God deſpiſed, induces a Crimſon. © 
Guuit.-' And as Sins are committed with Pride. 
and Pleaſure, with eager Appetite and -Obſtinas® # 
cy, the *revenge of Juſtice will be more heavy 
upon' Perſons. 

- © More particularly.; Sins of Conſequond# 
whereby-others-are drawn ro-Sin, will.heighten 
the Guilr, and the retribution of Jaltice:with be, 
to'every Man according to lus ways, -and cx 

to the Friiit of hs. doings. Fer. 17. 10. 

Thus will wn 5 concern Superiouyrs 1 
eminency of Place, whofe Digniry has always 
concomitant proportion of Dury:” Theirwicions 7 
-Actions are Examples, and their Exa mples moke ';. 
powetful Rules than their Laws, a e cons 
Renee. wow Oo ET; : voy 7 
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And all-inferiour Magiftr 
commiſſion, or parnal connivance, encourage 
and harden orhers in Sin, and by their Power 
. diſcountenance ſerious Religion, and obſtradt the 
pope of ir, heap up Damnation to themſelves. 
And the Miniſters of the Word, who are ob- 
£5 ro watch for the Souls of Men ; and ſhould, 
e the Heavens, by their Lighr, Influence and 
+Morion, their DoXrine and Lives, guide and 
xs icken others in the Ways of Holinels ; if by 
2a Neglect and Wickedneſs others are loit 
For ever, -rheir account will be moſt heavy and 


I | "nnong, Number are thoſe, who by their un- 
+ holy Converſation weaken the authority and eſl- 
- cacy of the Word, and more ſucceſsfully 
fwade-Men to do Evil, than by their Preaching 
to do-well : for we are apt to take deeper in- 
preflion through the Eye than through the Ear, 
and ro follow the Phyſicians Practice rather than 
his Counſel. 'Thete- periſh.not alone in their ini- 
Y © "quity: And ſuch who are unfaithful Diſpenſers of 
EF + the: Treaſures of their Lord, and by looſe De- 
i Arines corrupt the Minds of -Men, to fancy a 
” Mercy in God derogatory ro his Blalinbls that 
alrhou hve indulgently in Sin, rhey ma 
FRE Paadar nnd "Happineſs - lat. 
And ſuch. who employ their high Commulſion 
\ Slow and baſe Ends : Thoſe who inſtead; of 
K 01.4 Jeſns Chraft, and him Crucified, the puge 

* rs Truths derived from rhe i Pann. 
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(cience. 

And thoſe who- ſpend- 
Ro-momenr to Salvation, __ 
Gives againlt thoſe -thar diſſent fon em 
concerning Marters, | ec, 
utical- Searners | in 


O10 
Tis obſery'd i in'the Chatdes P; 


God was. inquiring of Cain concerning ya 

he charges him, The Voice of thy Brather % 

+ unto me ;- As if Cain wary a Munderes nor 
a. fingle Man. anly, bur 0 a Numerous. Race , 

that, might | haye- deſcended. from. his: Broch&rs * 

"Ehus-a wicked” Miniſter, will be charg'd not ow. 


ly for murdering himſ{Qlf7 but. as many _ 
Souls as might have bee gen ported ol —S. 
if ke had faithfully F priced EINER 
And Pareats-thar ſhould inftikthe' Principles 
-Godlineſs into- rheir Children in rheit” early 
and ſeaſon-their Miads wighthe: wot = 
DPiuvine Laws, ro-regula rheir Ly 
them-ſenlible of. thee. Obligarions 
thar ſhould recommend Religion 
ens: by an boly and heavenly Cor 
by the neglect. of their Tix og 
p vpn a uy P ET 
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Y © py Cat ds is 

it atd advatitage ro preſerve-or re- 

tm from. ey1l thoſe that are commiurted to'theit 
e, and ro inftrud and command them-to do 

at & pleafing to God,” arid ble' to their 

will be Tadly nocowir for thoſe that 


> px we ſee by eoiiihibhD:xperieuds) hat 
IE TN ar and mutual Confenr isa uſual Motive 
« mo Sin ; 4nd many Perſons "that alone' wonld | 
= with abhorrence reject ſome' Temptarions, 'yer 
3 "þ fe fociably finful, Now al} thoſe who''by/ex- " 
Citation or example, lead others to deftrudtion/as 
areftitin Sin, willbe chief in Paniftichenr. 
\ Wereadt bi'the Parable of the rich Vohipriary, 
# 72 16, 23: 'thar being in Hell, he Yefired'a 
h br be diſpateh'd from "the Dead rw — |, 
by ® ow <_ F $1 ah left Fthey ſhould come to-thar | 
"place '6 of 'Formenr.'-'s-rhere 'filch - Qhtariry th + 
: weed go HelFto'the Souls of orhets' 2 
PF ml path tj * No; that; Furnace always 
408 Tpirde reprobus, &d pro burns withits proper flames, 
* - Je oc iplius tofmienta'et there is nor A ſpark of that | 
wh | qutyr. gow *\5** Divine Fire there : Bur re- | 
l membring how guilry /he | 
$4 3 rof their Sm feared that his or ments 
| Sos "he ericreaſetl by 'their® coming rhithbt. ; 
ef - 4Saas Strrows does nor dividey *bur 
_ weftes ds 4 of #1 
= Now # Danination for Sin be fuch a Miſery 
Sy 558 a: Sin Sod ajt pri the molt vio- 
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carion; ; af-alt FI EET 
ate but a1Lenitive | 
in Hell,. bow .nuſerable peg ——_ 
if 'a fingle'Damnarion were a light matter; da 
not only commir-Sin in-their own Perſons, os 
are 'in combintrion with Saran \to. evi i, 
deſtroy others, and multiply Damnation againft=*3 
amſehves ? Theſe treaſure up Wrath \426inft rh the Sl 
day of Wrath.” #3. 
Briefly ; The whole#Proceſs of therlDay, | 
Arraignment and Sentence will be 1o _ 
the Righteouſneſs and Reaſonableneſs of the Prop”; 
ceedings will be ſo manifeſt, as to clear the. Judg, b 
and confound the Guilry. Got will be-j+ ju wr "Zi 
by Sentence, and evercome when he Lv: ar | 
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An excitation 10: confirm: our Faith 'of the < 
Eternal Tudg ment. Reaſon ſets rhe alt= - 1 
ceſſity of” a "future Fudgment.." Divine Ree - 
velation expreſly declares it. - Conſt erate: 
0ns requiſite to. make. Faith effetual.. he's. 
belief ww; a futrre Fuagment clears the Her-- 
nour of . Gods gaverning the World, yon 
the imputation- of Unrighteoufneſs 1 
"reſpect to the proſperit ” of the Wired; 

" the. ſufferings of the Saints.” 'Tus a 
ful ſupport to the Saints in their Petf 
tions. The belief of this is FA” 

is 
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Fernal Fudgment. 
 - © © Remedy againſt the pernicious pleaſures 6 
© Sin. - The Conſideration that my A 
E. God clothed with ore Nature ſhall Juadg 
b... che World, affords great Conſolation to'his 
” ; People, and a motive of great terror t6 
the Wicked. | 


Ro 54 | Shall now come to apply this great Doctrine, 


p=e 


1. /Ler us from what has been diſcours'd of 
pans ro come, be excited ro confirm our 
. *Faith in this great and uſeful Doctrine ; and by 
ferious and frequent thoughts to apply it ro our 
fetves. Some within rhe Church have. only a 
ſuperficial belief of this, as-a point of the Relir 
gion wherein they were educated ; bur carnal 
Aﬀections, Fear, Hope, Love, and Deſire, con- 
trou} their aſſent, as ro 1ts operation upon them. 
They believe in the general that God is the Judg 
and Rewarder of our Actions, and in the ab- 
fence of Fempration:reſotve to: obey him : byr 
when a ftxong Tryal comes. from ſome temporal 
Goad 'or Evil that is preſent, their Faith. 15. ne- 
gligent-. and unactive to keep them from Sin. 
OM ro make our Faitn powerful, we mult, 
| Firſt,” Confirm it by convincing Arguments, 
 - that it may be an undoubted- Aſfarance, a cer- 
= win Light, directive and perfwaſive in the courſe 
> of our. Lives. Some Doctrines of Religion thar 
>» ax of an incomprehenſible nature, .and ſhould 
Þegecerved with filear adoration for the Aurho- 
1 pep the Revealer, are obitinarely contradicted 
by. ſome, upon a vain pretence that nothing is to- 
= be behieyed thar will not endure the rigorous' in- 
_ 10mg of Reaſon,. and be comprebended by 
- RR tee, , ag Pa < 
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ftribure the rewards of Vertue, and the pena PS 
Wo Vice to his Subjects.” To = hs W.-3 
ainſt the implanted Notion at rhe Deis + 

ty in mers by ovarier Man. [There is a real differ-" | 
ence hetwens Micout Gond ant ByHh net) X -*s 
ing'upon Opinion, bur ariſing 

ble ature of rhings, - and the Eternal Lawyat” 
oy Otherwiſe, conſidered- in ir ſelf, ir went” 
no more faulty ro murder a Parent, than 'to kill. q 
a Fly ; nor toxob a Travellof, - than to _—_ 
Deer. 'Buz the Confcience of. the moſt 
Wretch would ftarile at. ſuch an aflertion.. .. The © 
diſpofition and admirable: order of the Wor! 
irs various parts, and -the viciflitude-of arm 
declare to the obſerving Mind, hes a well WY 

good, and powerful Gad governs and 
Al things by his vigorous Influence. | 
1t be thar the Divine Providence... fo. viibly.iltes 
and good-in Regulating! the-courſe. * Nature 
ſhould be defective rowards Man, -the melt: 

t of the World > And, can. it be extended;ae'? 
umane affairs, if there be no.other than the 
a——_ ltare, wherein the Righteous are alict-,” 

ed, .and the Wicked proſper ? . where Sing of the 
deepett ſtain and the loudeſt cry are-unpuniſt'd/;:. % 
and the .ſublime and rruly. heroick Vertues are- // 
unrewarded ? nay, where Vice receiyes the N@+- | 
tural reward of Vertrue, Honour and: een 
and: Verrue the jult wages of Vice, 
Sufferings ?. "T's necetlary therefore 
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eg puemces according.to the good and evil of 
% Mens Actions here. | 
_ Ls/The Hearhens ' diſguiſed irhis rerrible Trach 
” ander the/Fictions of 74 Infernal Judges, -Minos, 
* Rhadamanthus, and Excus.. And the Furie 
_ and Vultures, and fiery Lake, which they 
= EF the Wicked.in the next World, dito- 
; ver what apprehenfions they 
G == 7 ramey had of the deſerr of 'Sin,and 
A 'the-puniſhment that certain» 
Iyatrended ir. The Guilry - 
: Soald figby freed from the terrours of ir, and 
e'Conſcienee, that is bound over to-give 
Teſtimony 1 in-the! Day of Judgment; that they 
" may fin withour {craples. - Bur though Fear be } 
” , &-woubleſom and involuntary Paſſion, they can- | 
Ek ? _ —_ extinguiſty the internal ſenſe cold pre. 
Judgment ; 'but as the motions - 
"XC nu. upon Sampſon ar times ; fo - 
Conſcience awakened by tharp AMictions, by | y 


tadden Dangers, gnd the approaches of Death, 
+ thakes 2 ſaddedaCtion'o patt Sins, and forecaſts 
*  ceoeb things. Ir ares the D eticter before the en- 
>” ighened” Tribunal of Heaver;, '{courges with re- 
Ag morſe, 2ndmakes hinfeel evenihere the ftrokes 
| - f Hell Tho' the Sin'be ſecrer, and the guilry 
E erſon erful, nor within the” COgnizance or 
hy) + humane Juſtice, yet Conſcience has a 
Rack within; -and primes ain and anxziery, by 
fearful expectations of Judgment ro come. ( 
And Divine Revelation 1s mo!t expreſs in de- 
. claring this great 'Truch. The Lighr of Faith is 
| -more clear and certain from the infallible Word 
| of God, than the Light of -Reaſon. Before the 
Xc — of ORE a 
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A mF Of 
Nec he v4 ET Grace. | The.carnal afo 
eos dare not qo: before Reaſon-and Cons 
ened by rhe ſerious believing 
* Conttraricn of eternal Judgment. . The Evari 
0; relate, that when our Saviour was aſleep 
” *m the Ship, a fudden Tempeſt arole that was: 
likely ro over-ſer it in the Sea : but awakened 
the cry of his Diſciples, Lord, ſave ws, we pe- 
z be preſently rebuked the wind, anda calm en- 

Thus whilft the -habir of Faith is aſleep in 
& Soul, there: will be great danger from the 
b rnrgagres violence of 'Temprations and Corrup- 
rions ; buy when. tis. awakened by lively and 
be ordry ughts, it does Miracles in fubduin Wh 
To mar Lufts. "Fianna beagd | 
;;dad nar fenfible. Experience make_it-:&+ 
"iden, that norwirhfttanding rhe minds 'of Men 


| I e:corvincd' df the: cerrainry of the Divine 
I * nt, andthe recompences-that iminediate- 
| ow, .yet their® Wills remain unconverted, 
and their Afﬀections cold and unadhive, in rheir 
[fab it:{ Thar-tuch! numbers whe 
10 auichiChniſtiatiry as::t0 believe that an 
| WcroableDoonwillpas upon:the Wickedand 
*, @4ittle Chrildianiry, thar they cannot pattly hope 
vo eſcape from ir, yer are ſo careleſs of rhew Dur 
-» Ty;\nay.joytul-in their finful courſes, as if Judg-- 
ment: were 4 (dreadle(s thing. Whar is the cauſe | 
_ of :this/prodigiogs \ſecuriry /? 'T's the neglect of { 
is, that we muſt alt appear before the Fudg- 
. -nentfrat of Chrift, to receive according to: the-thrugs- 

give inthe body, whether good ov- evil. 

»Lhe next.Cauſe of this. ſtupidity is;- thar they 
cz Ewil Day at a remore diſtance- : as the 
mR_ = 6 for many Days. They Þþ. 
vs : <Y 2 itudy od | 
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fly to = RE __ = hee 
- ro have time enough befor 
If heir Sen Senſes and Faculties are fa imployet' 
broad in the Warld, they have neither leifure-nox © . 
deſire to think ſeriouſly of ir. Their Hearts are 2 
ſo raviſhd with ata of Senfualiry, and en-' 
gaged in 'terrene Aﬀairs, that they are very +1 
verſe from exerciſing their minds upon ſuch! dif- 4 
pleaſing Objects. | 
Vain Men ! how willingly do they deceive * 
* themſelves ? The Judg hinelf declares, Be 5 
| I come quickly : Hi Throne # like a fiery flame, 
; by, Hixels as burning fire ; an Emblem of his fwift 
coming . to Judgment. "Can they be afſur' of © 
Life one Hour ?.'T he day of Dearh is equivalent 
tro the day of. Judgment : - for wen, after" 
there is a final Jexfion of Mens ftates for DES »*.2 
I have read of an excellent Preacher, that 1 ” 
a Sermon deſcribed the laſt Judgment 
Terrors, with ſ{uch ardent Expefſions, and 
animated with ſuch an affecting Voice, fuch an- 
infamed - Countenance and Adtion,, that 23 
Hearers broke forth into paſſionate Cries, as 
| the Judg himſelf had been preſent to pals the 
final-Sentence upon them. In the heighth of : 
| . their Commotion, the Preacher bid them op. 
their Tears and Paſſions, for he had ane 
more to add, the malt, aflicting and aftoniting 
Conſideration of all the reſt, That withia 1 
than a quarter of an hour, the Memory =p | 
regard of that which fo tranſparted them. \ 
vaniſh, and their Aﬀections return to carnal Oy . 
jects in their uſual manner. 
:The neglect of Conlideration makes eyen ”Y 
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-, Wficacy —Ts Lal ins therefore TENER ief 
5 be ſo firmly ſeated in the Hearr wy 
#*Lhcone,” that ir may command the thoughts ro 
* be very atremive to it, - and may have Regal 
--- Power over our Wills and AﬀeCtions, - rhat our 
- Lives may be ordered' according” to its Rules. 1 
2.12, The "Conſideration of 'Erernal Jadgment ; 
"will 'vindicave ie Proceedings of Divine Provi- 
* dence, and the, honour of Gods governing this 
; World, from the -impurations of Unrighteoal- 
3 © nels. God is proyoked every Gy: er ſpares the 
| icked, and hekps an Favours on 
them. | His Parkonch and pros they pro- 
| pany and become more obdurare and 
They are apt to blaſpheme the Ex- 


Pre ben dpi in thetr Hearts, Pſal. 14. 1. 


Be gr 2 ignorant or carclels, 1mpo- n 
tor un hey implictly deny his Provi- 3 
% jg ent, mhar dow not obſerve *-* 


will not require an acconnr for 

them : ”: elſe they. interprer his Permiffion to 
” te an approbarion of their Sins. Theſe things haſt- 
 - . Tho done, and T kept ſilence; thou rhougbreſt I was 
-- Jach anone a5 thy ſelf. Pſal. 50. Thus the Hea- 
-- , Thens tranſplanted the Vices of Earth ro Heaven, 
- "and repieſenced their Gods ro be ſenſual, 'jealous, 
Furious a8 Men, and accordingly expect an eaſy 
2bſolurioh for their Sins. Or elſe the diſtance of 
Jodgment ro come fo hardens them, thar. rhey 
rGods.Thunder with leis fear, than Boys do 
"their Squibs and Crackers. Becauſe ſentence 4- 
garmſt an evil work xs not ſpeedily executed, there- 
ore the hearts of the ſons of menare fully fet in them 
© 5s do evil.” Ecct. '8. 2. 'But how deſperate is the 
Y 20g 0 a” 7 now ſeems to ww! 
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My 174, "ut hath. 
FTE, Tk Cr 
Pettey, Ti ho eonfied 1 one ewe td 
P pothibly G0ner "3 
i A hey are car off by y orange. 


box fr World: char rhe 1 
The Mics row yaw? the Sor in vain.” But 
| yed: for 'a time; 'yer he declares, 
Sins are laitl up in ſtore with bim, ns faked A 
up pm gptoen by =, *: th ts him belongs vengeance: 


nd recompence. Deut. 32. 34. He is a-mild Judg” 
| now, and his Clemency fok nds their Pants - 
. I 


mer; bur bl $7 orget it. Amos $. *. 
* = He threatens the ſecure Sihner7-7 mil reprove thee; 
% = ſet s fer thy fins in of der before rhine eyes. Pſ*$6.2% 
the ſcornful obttinare Sinner 'chany 
14 mock and rtemble,” when an Atmy of 
. _ teftible than ſo many Furies thalthe. 0 
ed in Battcf, and with fiery Darrs wound hk 
naked Soul ? * How” will the Epbbers Athi 
thar pleaſes himſelf with vain imaginations"-o 
the Eternity of the World, and the Mortality © 
the Soul: be confounded when he Feels the truth. 
of Scriprure-threatnings, ro his erefnal Sorrow F 
chen all their Raileries will be rurnd unto Las. ; 
are "Tis not = SEE 
want of - Power that *Cum babeat in po- 
ſpares the” Wicked, bir be-\ Temditton manlt 
cauſe rhey are always in his TB rg oe bon, Patient, 
Hands, and - he can ma ; 
them as miſerable as they "are finfil when” he - 
« leaſes. Tis not through che ne t of Jultice, ., .; 
: r for m6 wiſt and holy. Reaſon! as ſhall a "X 
ar in rhe laſt day, when a Aevileys irs Ve {ible =o 
{halt be prigome'd) we our _— © 
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| | l ,De- 
£;- E; the Wor an 
- + Actor at TEE ſpoke with 
admiration of Riches, asthe 
EG. os ti Feliny of Bak 
"ry wy} | of. the Felicity © 
E.. fon pple ji en: | Men: the NOR, were in 
+ ah vw uproar at. rhe Immoraltr 
b, C ICON rhe Speech, and were 
_ ro chaſe him from. the 
Stage. Bur: the Poer him- 
i exi : appeared. and Sehgey 
rex Sevec. Epilt. z15, them to ſtop their Fury 
| | they y law th Cereropl, th we 
| wretched end of that fordid Miter 
| Fe wer to accuſe the ways of God Koh = 
| rhoge flouriſh ; bur we ſhould ſtop our rumul- 
"> .Tuous hes, for their end will abſolve Di- 
 "yine Pfovi ence from all undue ref upon 
" the account of their ral happ 
+», Atid the ſqund belief of - gs Ell reQify all 
os mittaking apprehenfions, and clear all per yi 
-_ ing appearances abour the Sufferings 0 
Hy why rey here. 
ndeed if we conſider the holieft Men as they 
= arc Sinners, their Aﬀflictions are fo far from ble- 
g pptng ts Jas pm of God, - that rhey, are the 
: : forall isa Fayour on. this 
fide Hell ro thoſe: thardeſerve' it, David, an ex- 
; 20x Porn acknowledgeth the righteouſnicls of 
$i nts with reſpe& ro himſelf, But 
Ig as os ſuffer for a righteous Cauſe ; and 


Z Phi expieſ es 1t,, for thy e wehkull- 
© 'S Fate day W- are. coimnted - ep for the 
-.  Wegbter : Pl: 44- there is wor a way re* 
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view, 15 covered witha T 
turbaacs | 
the” Work ti 
wil - ork rill bro 
500 1S pleaſed ro coy 
ame,” bat in the taſb:Da = : 
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be with Cruelties, prelenting: them as 
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it, they might: from: ro dang Fo Ex- * 
ws of honour due'to their Em and 


of Gods Rs} ke 0p: ab | 
ile the Cenſures-and Reproaches of malicious * 
- Adverſaries. ith me, faith-rhe Apoltle,gt x.& 
ver ſmall thing, that I. ſhould be judged by mans 
1.” goagmment ; he that ſudgerb 26.35 p64 Lirg.. 3 Cor, 
Rb Th owuh Donor ms of God, 
: wi a of 
> "than the li Feather:thar fliesin the Air;.pus | 
BE in [the. Scales againit . che - 
| x; Iver fonoemapturn, Globe of -the Earth. ', The 
: Holi cichere-nif caulits  aflarance of a... rightous 
"rum, ; wa: Cauſe, and a righteous Judg, 
IF» Zn) -3* | will preſerve an aiwa 
3 rranquillity of Soakia the midſt of- all the 
A fancy proach and Scandalous | 
©. ons ; like the calmneſs of a Hayen when the Sea 
is rempeſtuous  withour. And this' will - forufy 
Releversta bear , with an invincible Cournge all 
, the: Violence tharis offered to them for! their tir 
" Sir ro-God. All the wrongs and injuries they 
ſhall be redreft with infinite wie antage,” 
-extreameſt Eyils ro which hey OE IE 1 
| fr Cle, are - like the Chariots of af FOR | 
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lick and hig heft Honour. The fazh. of f : 
eChriſtiansſhall be found to praiſe and glory. 1 | 
”. 4.7. They may luffer ay args 
” » Time, -burſhall ia the Hrepe © 
- , niry,,” The belief; gf this, when, red. _ 
- in the-heart; is fo: A ny , 
79 in the- ſharpeſt Tribulations, and joytully -ts- 
umph over Saran, with his perverted 
World. Cattands rumpitur' Anguis. But alas, oh 
© Sin, anda great ns the poublo of the nnnl 
- ariſes from their weakneſs of Fai d not, par: 
tient waiting\for the Day. of, the! When, - 
heavy Perſecutions a ow gre Diitreſſes are con. - 
ries! by rhe rettlels Advetlaries, they are ape - | 
through impatience and inſtabiliry of miad,” to: : 
be full of ſorrowful Complaints:rhat God delays. 
their particular Deliverance. And as 
the Clock our-rins the motion of the 'Sun; x] 
is. the true meaſure of Titne ; fo their hafty-de 
fires prevent the eternal Counſel of bu il, that. 
has determined rhe period of the Miſeries of his - 
People, and of rhe Þro! riry, of the Wicked in 
the frreſt rime. And _ he ſuſpends his glorts 
ous Coming to judg the World in Righteoutnels, © 
+= Sram, weaker Chriſtians, and makesthem/ 4Þ 
ready to faint 3x the day Fo * adverſity. But tht Lord | 
nt ſlackin performing hu promiſe, a JEW -Dopanh aA 
: flacknefs. 2. Pet. 3.9. Shea not rhe leaſt reg<* 
+ lanito + hone his Fidelity and Power, oo | 
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ment, Ch... 
To Love and Remambeagee of laveogia: 
as the Starsof Heayen enlighten! rhe' Barth,” 

' Candles on Earth cantot enlighten © the rhe- 
rens : ſo.che Wiſdom” TD 


-4- The ſerious belief of furure Judgment is 
FS moſt effectual reſtraint from ſecrer Sins. Men | 
Gs apr to encourage themſelyes in evil upon the 
© account of ſecrecy : 'ris the uſual tinder of Temp  - 
+ = rations If folirude and filence;- if rhe darkneſs 3 
- of the nighr, or any diſguiſes may conceal their +» ] 
3 + . Wickednels from bumane Eyes, Ty are bold | 
E. and ſecure as to God. ' The Pfalmiſt declares | 
=. whatis the inward principle that acts them, what 
't the language of their hearts : Al'the workers of 
_ mniquity boaſt themſelves, they ſay; The Lord ſhal 
not ſee, neither the God of Facob regard-it. 
 Pfal. 94. 5, 6. Bur O the bruriſh folly ot Men, 
4 -re/think; that becauſe rhey do nor ſee God, that 
&.. I does nor ſee them. As/if one ſhould ſhur his 
Eyes in the face 'of the Sun; and do ſoine foul 
itable- thing, thinking himſelf ro be unſeen, 
| As he rr. ſon. How-vain is the im- 
:Þ =—_ Adulterer, ' the crafry dili- 
| Fencef tl the Solweth the-ſollicitous diligence of 
- "ther Sinners to hide things from the Judg of all ? 
Shall-not God ſearch it out, for he, knows the very ſe- 
' erets of the beart ? Whar a confounding diſcove- 
Ty will be made of ſecrer Wickedneſs ar the laſt 
|. day? Here obſcuriry is the mask of Shame thar 
4 ©.CON ir from rhe World. - Or if only Children 
Fools that are not capable to eta 
GeCEnC) ante He ions be Mer 


3 PS . s 
d I TIPCFT” 4-4 = 79, 
* * , - ©» -£ y 
hy : "= \ p -  Mhca ot 
8 —— . 4 - 4 


I” 


- fore God, the holy Angels 
\ belief of this would d 


ve Satan of cap. af ide; 


eſt advantages, and be a blefied Preſervative I 
| __——_— Sins thar allure he | 


rempration as of ſecrecy. A confulaging CO 
will reje&t them with -indignation, faying with _ 
Foſeph, How can 1 do this great wickedneſs, and fil” © 
agaimit God > The Sins undiſcovered and 
arhd by remporal Tribunals, ſhall then receive 
2 juſt recompence. 
G | ke remembrance of thar ftrict Judg 
| is the moſt natural and powerful remedy 
ſenſual Temprations thar ſq eafily infinuare a 
engage the Hearrs of Men. Sr. Peter | 
| —_— Heathens Sins, Laſceviouſneſi, Lnſts, ex 
of ane , Revellings, a = abominable Idolatries, tells 
the Chrittians, As the Gentiles thought it ftr 
41 


" that they did not run with them to the ny ot 
riot. 1 Pet. 4. 3, 4. As the Diſci = when our q 
Saviour walk'd upon the Waters, thought he had * 
been a Spirir, judging that no real Body could v 
tread on them without finking : -thus Men are 2 
apt to think ir qmpoſlible ro reftrain their carnal 
appetites when allured by pleaſing Objects. But * 
the belief of rhe Terrors of the Lord, will dam 

- the ſenſual affections when moſt {trongly enclind 
ro forbidden things, and extinguiſh delight in fins 
for delight and fear are inconhſtent. 'Therefore® ©: 
the wiſe .Preacher gives this Counſel, Rejoxce; Of ** 

= man in thy youth, and let thy keart chear thee Y 

days of thy youth, 'and walk, in the ways of py 

hats, and fight of thine eyes : but know thou _ 

ay things God wall bring thee. to: Ms 
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wa 
'>6. The Sion thatthe Son of God, clo- 
* ahed with our Narare,- ſhall jadg the World, af 
| Fo rag Onfle ro his Peo eople, and is a mo- 
veof great terror to'the Wicked. How -com- 
e 1s It to his People that. he who loyed 
by aw above his Life, —_ was their Redeemer 
| "on the Crofs, ſhall be their Judg on the Throne? 
Hes the ſame Feſus Chriſt, yeſterday, to day, .and 
F- + ry ; the ame indulgent Saviour, in the ex- 
alaton of hisGlory, as when under Sufferings, 
Nr and Shame. He is deſcribed in thar 
Appearance, by rhe conjunct- Titles of 
Majeſty and Power, The Great-God, Tit. 12. 13. 
py of -his Compaſſion and Mercy, -Our Saviour, 
20 fignifie his ability and affetion to make them 
- * When he comes wath a heavenly Train 
of Angels to Judgment, he will be as render of 
” this Servants, as when he fuffered for them in 


* Feal'd their Pardon with his own Blood, will cer» 
3 ainly publiſh the Acquitrance. How is it podſt- 
” jble he ſhould condemn rhoſe for whom he died, 
and who-appear wirh rhe imprefſions of his re- 
b Canciling Blood upon them > How wm is it 
Shar Ctiritt whoſe Glory was the end an 

—#cdtion of their Lives, Plz/. 1. ſhall difpoſe their 
EF Feares for ever ?- that be, who eſteems every act 
= of gheir Clariry and Kindneſs done to his Ser- 
" wagts as dene ro himſelf, ſhall diſpenſe the bleſſed 


| Rm? They the. RR will ſay to them plac'd on 
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 / the kingdon you fr ounda 
. the World Mat. 25. *O the tranſports.of 

hear thoſe words, from his L ifobreaghig 
The'Propher breaks forth in an Extaſy | 
beautiful are the feet of the meſſengers of peace, thoſe... 
that bring glad-tidings of ſalvation ? but how much 
more. beautiful # the face of the author of car FOE 3 
and. ſalvation > O how full of Serenity, an Cle» .* 
mency, and Glory ! The expectation of this . 4 
"makes them -languiih wich impatience for 3 


Coming. Though the Preparations of rhar Day * 
: are ſo dreadful,- when the ſun ſhall be — 4» 
" and the moon turned into blood, As \2. the”. 
' Stars fall like leaves in Ancona. yer tis ſtiled'a *© 
Day of Refreſhment to the Saints. - ww 

Bur rw dreadful will his Coming in Majeſty ® 
ro Judgment be to the wick- ak Mo 
ed! They ſhall ſee him whom inflixiſtis bac + Ts 
they have pierced, and with | ws qued abc ee 
bicrer lamencartion remem- niam & per. yos.,, 0& 2 
ber the Indignities offered ro project why EEE 5 
him. Whar Excuſes can'they , Avg. i A 
alledg, why they did nor be- 7 
eve and obey the Goſpel ? Our Saviour revealed 
1 high Myſteries, but confirmd them with great 
Miracles. He requir'd ſtrict Holineſs, bur ofter'd 
Divine Grace to cnable- Men to, do his Wil He © 
poured forth his Spirit upon them, but their Hearts . 
| were as hard as rhe Rocks, and as barren as the, 
yYands. "Then he will reproach them for their in&"® 
| . folent Contempt of all the Perfetions of his Dis + % 
vine Nature, and the bleeding Sufferings of  his:® 
Humane Narture to reconcile them to God :1fabR 
their underyaluing neglet of the great Salvationg;: 
lo.dearly purchaſed, _ lo freely and-car 


- #, 


A 
AS, — 
" 2» 
"da $4. 

= 

LSy 


- 
_ 
- 
» 


- 
. : F30 _ . 


: = ar 
|| ws I \ - *; 
” 

o o 


— 


Lats 


oo bf < ;4 
4 » " a Ls; ? X 4 a . S., 


'> Gear fond toc LO bet Be 
4 4 thar all the Sorrows and Aponies of -his Soul 
| re ot effectual Perfwaſives to make rhem for- 
their Sins : for their wie? ch 4d the Bramble- to 
7 Emrny , Satan t of Souls, 
hoc ery rejeRing tbe 'true Vine arp bleſſed 
, who by ſo mary miraculons Mercies, 
{ their Luv, and deſeryed their Service ; 
"> will make the Sentence 2s juft as rerrivle, and 
© the more terrible becauſe juſt. This with exaſ- 
F- the anguiſh, that the Goſpel ſhall be a ſa- 
- our of Death to _ and 0 7Ie Redeemer 
& pronounce them cxrfed, and diſpatch them to 
Egon fre, for the devil and by anyels 
nt of the Redeemer will 
FS me: more Fad than thar of rhe Creator. For all 
the Riches of his Goodneſs which they deſpiſed, 
” hall be the Meaſure of their Guilt and Woes. All 
> the Means of Grace uſed for rhetr Converſion, bur 
* "truſtrared *by their Perverinefs, ſhall be charged 
- upon their Score. What Contternation will (eize 
the Wicked, when ren thouſand- Accuſers: ſhall 
-—— iſe up in Judgment againft them, and not one 
+ Advocate appear for their defence > Satan will 
+ Þe ready r0 xs their Sins above his own : 
+ For although the ſuperior Excellence of his Na- 
-—-rure and Sens did heighren his Obligation, and 
Z | nin his difobeclience ro hjs Creator ; and 
=#thar he finn'd of himſelf, derived a Guilt upon 
RR ancentng that of Mans Original Sin, who- 
s ſeduced to his Ruin : yerin thar Juſtice was 
F= and ſevere, thar the Angels -afrer their 
n, Were immediately expell'd from their blefſed 
'Habzauc = 0 CRONE _—— 
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, BEA anc... 
ad 170. Mediaror interposd to che Tem erms of ” 
| Reconciliation with -rhe' incenſed e 
Doom was final and irrevocable : bur pk Dur” 
| rebellious Sin;. the Son of God, fuch was his its. + 
mortal Love, was willing ro be morratto-redeens7 
| finful Men,” and: freely ofterd himſelf a Sacrific -- p, 
'Y to atone the Divine Diſpleaſyre : anda Day 9 
Grace ' and Long-lufferance was granted, 
many compatfionare Invitations were ſent from 
Heaven to ſoften their ftony Hearts: : Burt __ 


wel wh and deſpis'd rhe ' See of the Go 
ara excluded themfelyes from . hel, 


and fullee wi guilry than. the fal-- 
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rt _ and Juſtice will revenge. rhe abt 7 
of Mercy y hope to fofien th the Jud by-. 
CobmaRans and Deprecatioas ? Alas, -he will be: 
inflexible to all rheir Prayers and Tears. The 7. 
Lamb wilt be thera Lion arni'd with Terrors- q 
for their Deſtruction. Or can they appeal roar ; 
higher Courr to mitigate or reverſe the Sentence? -+ 
{ No, his Authority is ſapream, and cone by; 
| the immutable Oath of God. Or, do they think ©: 
to refilt the execurion of the Sentence - oY 
rate Folly ! "The Angels, notwith'tanding mm _ 
joan 4nd {trengrh, could not for a moment 
_ his revenging Hand, The whole World © 
| nners is of no: more Force againtt his wrath, 
| ro the light Dutt againit a Whurlwind, ordry + 
| Stubble againſt devouring Fire. . Or da 
rhink, by a ſtubborn. Spirit, ro-endure' ir ? = | 
deceiving Wretches | FF che corre&tion of his. 
Children here, tho'allayed,. and for their Js 7 
ment, -make their Beauty and Strength 
away as « Moth, how inhpporabe wa TI 
"oh be.on his paſtinggy Loomis 
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> - the Power of bu Anger > Who can ſound the 


= Depths of his Diſpleaſure > 


El. CHAP... VI. 
= The Conſideration of Eternal Judgment ſhould 
powerfully move us to prepare for it. Rules 
of our acceptance in that day. Unfeigned 
= Faith in the Lord Jeſus is abſolutely neceſ- 
”. ſary for our acceptance. The Pardon of 
.. our Sins, and the rewarding our Services is 
upon the account of our Saviours meritorious 
. Obeatence and Sufferings, Sincere and uni- 
form Obedience will be. only accepted of our 
Tudg. The frequent tryal of Conſcience 
prepares ws. for the Jaſt Judgment. This 
leads to Repentance for paſt Sins, and pre- 
» * ſerves from Sins afterwards, The improv- 
.- #ng of our Talents will make the laſt Tude- 
ment comfortable, The zealous maintaining 
the Truth and Cauſe of Chriſt, will be re- 
warded in the laſt Tudement. A a 54 
> dove to the affiitted Samts ſhall then be re- 
:.  warded. An cexcitation to Watch and Pray, 
- that we may with Comfort ' appear before 
-- rhe Everlaſting Jude. 


7, He Confideration of Erernal Judgment 
= ſhould be a powerful Incengive to pre- 
e our ſelves for it. The Afﬀair & infinitely 
ous, for it concerns our- Salyauon or Danna- 
» ii gon 
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2A bruriſh.negle&t of God-and the Soul :. and they | 


ſecular Bufinels, that they -are nor art leiſure, m2. 


ſhall.ſay, Peace and ſafety,. ſudden deſtruStion | 7 


_ 4 z —Y 
© V £+ + 


tion for ever, Yer the Pleaſures and Bufinels. of” 
the World faſten Men in Security, and under” -- 
the inrite application: of their Minds. ro prepare”: 
for their lait accounr. "Tis an awful Caution © 
our Saviour to his Diſciples,. Take heed» left at any" 
time your kearts be overcharged with ſurfeiting and* 
drunkenneſi, and cares of thu life, and ſo that day® 
come upon you unawares : Fir as a ſnare ſhall it com © 
on all them that dwell on the face of the earth. & 7 
difſolute voluptuous courſe of Life, is-join'd with *: 


"gp". 
CR 
» #40 


indulging rhe carnal- Apperize, tho' not in-ſuch*% 
enormous Excefſes as the Prophane are guilty of. 
alienares the Minds of -Men from due conlidering”*3 
their Spiritual Stare, and. leſſens rhe preventive* 3 
Fear that makes us ſerious and diligent # be form 
of God in Peace. And others are ſo involved in? = 


regard the one thing neceſſary : their Minds are {0+ % 
overihaded, with 2 A Cares of the preſent World,” 
they cannor take a right aſpect of the World ro#3 
come. The Flood breke in upon the old-World;XM 
whulſt they were cating and drinking, marrying: and-. 
giving in marriage, buying and ſelling, and dettroy="-* 
ed them all : The lait Fire will devour this* 
World in the ſame wretched: incogirancy; and: 2 
ſtupid negle&t tro prepare themſelves for alg-" 
ment. As. it was in the days of Noah, ſo ſhall at he 
in the. days of the ſon of man. "Tis-a divine and 7 
ſolemn Warning, Behold, I come as 4 thief in 
wht, bleſſed n he that watcheth and kheepeth 
garments, leſt he be found naked, withour the I 
of Holineſs, and be exposd ro confounding ſh 
in that Day. When ſecure and careleſs: 
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'. Qomr upon them, 4s travel upon 4 woman with child; 

= as furprifingly, as. irrefiftibly, and. they ſhall not- 

be Wop: Bur the H//e forefee the evil, and eſteem 
- "it rheir 


x ble Intereſt ro;fecure the Fa- 
 vour of the Supream Judg. "Tis the Inference 
© +, the Apoſtle makes from the Certaiary of our ap- 
Ee Pearing before the Righteous Judg, herefore we 
ir , that whether preſent, or abſent, in this or 
- the next Life, .we may be accepted of him. 2 Cor. 
> 5.9. This was his great Deſign, his chief Care, 
». his Dury and his Glory : Never did any perſon 
more aidently aſpire, and ambiriouſly endeavour 
- for the obraining a Kingdom,-rhan he did ro ſe- 
cure his own acceptance with the Lord. In order 
- £0 this, I will lay down the Rules of our accepr- 
= ance in that Day, and conclude the Argument. 
- Firſt, Unfained Faith in the Lord Jeſus is ab- 
i»: folarely neceflary, thar we may be accept 
* This is ſuch a belief of his all-fufficient Merits, 
=” and his merciful inclination to” fave us, rhat the 
*B guilty and  felf-condemned Sinner entirely con- 
= ſents to the Terms of the Goſpel, as well as to 
=. the Priviledges of it, with a- reliance upon his 
” Merits, and a reſolution to. obey his Preceprs. 
© He is a Prieſt on a Throne, a Prince, and a Savi- 
= or, and ſo mutt be acknowledged and received. 
= Upon this condition his Righteouſneſs is freely 
> *impured to us for our Juſtification unto Life,with- 
- out Which we mutt perith in our Sins. - For, 
© >. x. The beft Saints are guilry and deeply ob- 
©» NOXIOUS -- the Law, and 2 "_— of God 
> invariably according ro Trurh ; fo thar appear- 
+ -I0g in addr Sins they will be catt for ever. Gods 
nbunal, like that of the ſevere Roman Judg, 
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- the Mediator has fprinkled the 'Throne of Gal, "4 


Palmitt fo > yrs an 1g —_ i + 
fervant, O Lor 
Ni ran Being be fbf And Ghe Apoltls,* 


tho' a tranſcendent Saint, deveſts himſelf of his. 
own Righteoutne(s, rhar he may be pove? 

vered with the Righreoyſneſs of 'Chriſt, a 2 
nounces all tings, that he may be found 1n. refer 8 
hs Surety in- that Day of Ackimns, and obrain. - 
Pardon by verrue of his Satisfaction for Sin. We: - 
cannot. perfectly obey the Commands, nor ap 
peaſe the Dil) rd of God : bur the. 2 
Sacrifice of Chriſt propitiares rhe Divine * aftice. . "2 
This alone can make us ſtand in Jacgent be. 

fore rhe fiery _ own Tri - = "M 
Fuds who v a conſuming fire, to.all the Guilty 

Fug in their Sins before him, The Blood of: 


om 


in Heaven ; and onr-Conſciences being prink[ d-3 
with it by an unfeigned Fairh, we may appear- © 
before God rhe Judg of all with an humble Conte: 
fidence, and enter mmro the Holy of Holies, the-” * 
Celeitial SanQtuary with joy. 3 
2. Nor only the pardon of our Sins, but rhe-" 
acceprance and rewarding of our Services with: : 
erernal Glory is upon the account of our Saviours-+" 4 
complear Righteouſneſs. "There are defilements: > 
in the Perſons, and defects in_the works of the: 3 
Saints. Their moſt holy and fervent Prayers ave- = 
perfum'd by the Incenſe of his Intercefſion, and 3 
lo become grateful. ro God. Rev; $. 33 Our belt; 
Verrues are mix'd:and ſhadowed with Imp 
Ctions ; bur in: him. all. Graces. were conſpic 
in their-confummare degrees. Our- Obedi 
wh ir. perfect, is. wa ©” deſert. :. 1 wr 
g: xt al x 
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I beve done all, we. are unprofitable ſervants : bur his 
= Dbedience was infinitely meritorious by the ynt- 
- vn of the Deity - with his humane Nature, and 
2 the foundation of- the excellent Reward. Nor 
= --thar his Merits derive a value ro our Works ro 
# -make them worthy of eternal Glory : as ſome 
2 -noble Mineral infuſed intro Warer, thar is in ir 
== felf withour taſte or-efficacy, gives it a medicinal 
= - tincture and vertue ; for this is impoſſible, ſince 
= the infinite Dignity of his Perſon, and his moſt 
> perfect habitual and actual Holineſs, that. are 
>» The fountains and reaſons of his Merits, are in- 
” .communicable ro our Perſons and Works. Bur 
-— -theactive and paſſive Obedience of Chriſt is ſo 
# farisfactory and meritorious, that God is pleaſed 
=” :gfaciouſly ro reward with the Crown of Life the 
-mean Services of thoſe who are by a lively and 
purifying Faith unired ro him. | 
Secondly, Sincere Obedience, that is an uniform 
-and entire reſpect to all the Commands of God, 
will alone be accepred in rhar day : for his Au-: 
thoriry runs throngh all, and binds them on the 
-- Conſcience. David had this teſtimony from God 
* «himſelf, that he was a man after hx own heart, that 
” -fulfiled all by will. And St. Fobn refers the deci- 
© fon of our ſtare to this, IF our hearts condemn us 
— of any allowed Sin of omiflion or commiſſion, 
much more God will, who x preater than our hearts, 
©. and knows all things. 1 Fohn 3. 20, 21. But if the 
” allaminated-tender Conſcience doth nor condemn 
= us of infinceriry, we have confidence towards God, 
Z *thar he will ſpare and accept us notwithſtanding? 
> our Frailties, and give free and. ſafe accels into 
© ks Preſence. The lives of many are chequer'd 
» -with a ſtrange diſparity, they are reftraind un 
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]-  fome Sins of apparent odiouſneſs, but indulgent 
to others ; they are. ſtrict in ſome Duries, bj 
looſe and flack in: others, as if- they hoped: 


way of commutation to be accepred of God'z $24 
expiare their Delinquencies in one kind by ſuper 

, errogating in another-- Some are painted > 
| ſees 1n the duries of the. firſt Table, very. exact 
| in the formalities of ourward Devortions,: but's 
| groſs Publicans in the duries of -the ſecond ; carg&** 
| leſs of Juſtice and Equiry, and Chariry to Men'$- 
| Others are in appearance ſtrictly moral inthe diſc c 
| charge of their duties ro Men, and negligenrat&=” 
| their Obligations ro God. Bur partial Obedience > 
| can never endure the trial of Conſcience, much 3 
| leſs of God. . For,whar is the weak light of our $8 
Minds, 'to the pure Eyes of his -Glory- ?; It-wil&% 
make us liable to inward rebuke now, and to g#** 
pen confuſion at the laſt. St. Pauls rejoycing ways * 
frem the teſtimony of his conſcience, that im fumplict= <'% 
| ' ty and godly ſincerity he had his. converſation- in the= 
world : 2, Cor. 1. 12. and, as he expreſles it ina > 
nother -piace, it was his daily exerciſe to have-a* 
| conſcience vojd of offence towards God, and — ” 
| » 
10. 


. 
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= 
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men. Tho our conqueſt of. Sin be-nox com 

yer .our reſolution and endeavours mult be x0.=' 

| morrtify it 1n.every kind. 'Tho our Obedience 3 

has not the perfection of Degrees, -we mitt be*2 

equally regarding the Divine Law: If- there be 

& any ſecret-favour d Sin, either of Qmiſſion 0877 

J Commitiion, . it will render. our- Petitzons: unac=3 

ceptable at the Throne of Grace, and our Perſons 

at the Throne of. Judgment; 1F I regard iniquity ; 

in my heart;. the Lord will not hear. my prayey.« Ib 

Law requires the performance of our Dury:with-— 
our abatement, or denouncerh.the. Pezalowarker” 
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= Dur allay or miti The Goſpel has not re- 
- kaxd Ny Arie Of the Law, as tis the Rule 
_(@f Life, bur as it was the condition of obraining 
+ Life. Sincere Obzdience is4ccepted by thar gra- 
| cions Covenant, where rhe hlpenbiy Perfettion is 
- wanting ;. - bur thar is 1 equired of 
»all. I may illuftrare this is by Þ ave oof Alex- 
Ds = ender the Great, who being deſirous ro leara Geo- 
Cas ES: a plied himſetf Gs Inftracter in 
4 pn watſike Diſpofirion made him more 
1 yy Ebab ro conquer, than to meaſure rhe Earrh ; 
30 that tired with rhe firft Propoſitions, he defir d 
-*s Maſter to mak? rhe Scheme mare clear and 
: plain, and eafy to him: * To 


f 


oe *: Cui preceptor: ita whom the Mafter replied, 
s bay rn rhat rhe Theorems of thar Sci- 
ST ence were equally difficulr 


ro all, and requir'd the ſame 
 arrention of Mind to underſtand rhem. Thus 
| feof of Mercy requires of all fincere San- 
-tification, and ſerious endeavours ro perfect Ho- 


F - or be exempred from Condemnarion. 

©» To the finceriry of Obedience, I ſhall add a 
2 more reſtrained Notion of tt as refpeCting Rel 
q «gin. The Duries of Piery confitt of an ourward 
Fan inward part; and rhe one without rhe other, 
| SE bur as a Carcaſs without. a quickning Sout. 


© Hearc in that Judgment, a diſcovery of all the 
3 Principles and Morives by which Men were a&- 
& 1; andthen he har is a Saint inwardly, = the 
or” Fpirir, who with pure Aims and holy Aﬀections 
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"neſs in the Fear of God,” and withour this none 


Now there will be an exquitire Anatomy of the _ 


. Kjth ſerved God, ſhall have praiſe of him. And. 
& wit tare wt God injoy the woug 
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expects»... 
ion. And nor only the groſs Hypoerite phat des * 


— q 


that have aſſumed of —eſ 
Ends, ſhall be pen Þ will be a cauſeg 
wonder in that day, that many who are } "Y Wy 
eſteemed by Men as excellent Saints, ſhall be We 
abomination to God. That m broad wif HY 
Hel rhoufands go thither is fad beyond 
on, bur nor ftrange at all : bur rhar in rhe path. 
of Heaven any ſhanle deſcend ro Hell, is aſtonuſh>22 
ing Thar rhofe who live withqut God itn th&'® 
orld, mm the neglect of his Worlhipy. F 
ina diffolure Artery, courfe, ſhould fall under > 
Condemnarion, is believed of all : bur tharthoſe*” 
who have a peared zealons in Religion, ſhall be 
at laft ed, is contrary to univerſal 1 


ceives others, bur he thar deceives inſet by the... 
external practice of holy Dunes, withour corre» 
fpondenrt lvely affections ; that prays with that 
coldnefs as if he had no defire t0 be heard, and 
hears with that careteſneſs as if he had no deſire, ; 
ro be ſanCtified by the Word, and is converſant 
in other parts of divine Service in that flight man- S 
ner, asif he had no defign to be faved, ſhaltby 4 
a convincing upbraiding Light ſee his Wick , 
in diſtonourtng that God whom he pretended ws: ; J 
worſhip, and negleCting his Soul, When rd ; 
Uprig t as pure Gold ſhall be more radiant 
the Fire, rhe Inifincere like reprobare Silver 
nor endure thar ſevere trial. 2 
Third'y, The frequent difcufſion of Confcient ; 
and reyiewing our Ways, is neceflary 'in order 3 
ro our comforrable appearing before onr 
This isa Dury of onthe * ey Revolarion: -} 
we are in Fleſh, the beſt Saints, nory 
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T—_ and ſometimes oyerborn by ſtrong 
= temprarions-; and tis more neceffary to beg for 
daily Pardon, than for our daily Bread: Under 
F- Law, if any one had by rouching a dead Bor 
G:: 3-5. Uncleanneſs, he. was ro waſh his 


> his Uncleanneſs. This was rypical of our dury, 
” that we. ſhould waſh away our Xt Defilements 
every day in the purifying Fountain .of Chriſts 
. - Blood,” that i ſet open. for ſin and for uncleanne 
> And the Method of the Goſpel to obrain the 


e bleſſed Effects of it is this, there muſt be a 
— ew ſight, and ſerious acknowledgment of 
our daily Sins, and a judging our ſelves by the 
*  domeltical Tribunal in our Breaſts as worthy of 
E Condemnation : for though we cannor. farisfy 
Divine Juſtice forthe lealt Sin, we mult glorify 
8 Ix ; and with hunuliry and fervency delire thar 


with. unfeigned- Reſolutions and Care againkt 


> Pardon for Sins committed. every day. And 
” "whereas many Errors in regard of vur frailty, and 


_ us from our ſecret ſins,, Pal. 197 12. \uch as 
rough Ignorance or inadyertency elcape from 
ſervation. If we are obliged. ro be recon- 
: Sled ro an offended or - offending Brother before 
- the night, and: the Sun muſt not go down upon our 
| wrath, much more to be reconciled ro an ofend-- 
br ed God, thar his Diſpleaſure may be atoned. The 
6 Morning and Evening-Sacrifice was a Figure 'of 
- the conttan ule. of Chris Mcxis and Mictiarioo 

SP 


thes in the Evening, and nor to lie down i In . 


r of Pardon, and our comfortable Senſe, and i 


-.-God would graciouſly forgive our renewed Sins, . 


— them for the furure. Thus we are to ſue out our - 


© their finenefs, do ſlip, from. us, we ſhould with : 
= © Conrrite os implore the divine. Majeſty to - 
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. our-Innocence, we have confidence of accept» | 


we pollels, wherher natural, our Life, 'ourFac 


, <=: a | 
for us. The ſecure neglect of renewing our Re: 2 
rance for our renewed Sins, deprives usof rhe 
omforrs df rhe Covenant, and ' will make the- © 
thoughts of Judgment as heavy as MGuntains up. 7 
on the Conſcience, when 'tis awakened our of its : 
ſlumber. - But when the Souls accounts are k 2 
clear with Heaven every day, O what a bleſſed. = 
Reſt does the penitent Believer enjoy in the Fa». 7 
vour of God ! O the divine Calm of Conſcience +: 
when our Debts are cancell'd in the Book of Gods 
Remembrance ! If we ſhould be unexpectedly 7 
ſummoned to appear before the Judg of all, the * 
fighr of our Sins will rather excite thankful affe- ® 
Ctions, and joyful Praiſes of God for his Mercy, 3 
that he hath pardoned them ; than fearful de» +3 
ſpairing thoughts of his Mercy, that he willgnog > 
pardon them. © 4-7 
And as this conſidering our ways leads ro Re® 
pentance, and is a Remedy for pat Sins, ſo 'tis 2 
a-powerful Preſervative_ from Sins afterwards. 2 
For as-in War the greareſt care is ro fortify the 
weakelt Parr of a belieged Town, and make it. $ 
impregnable ; ſo a Chriſtian, by the experience” ; 
of his infirmity and danger, will be more wile 
and wary, more circumſpect and reſolyed againſt 7 
thoſe Sins whereby he has often been foil'd; x07 
prevent the daily incurſion, and ſudden ſurrep» - 7 
rion by them. , And. according to the degrees af ** 
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ance with God in Judgment. 

Fourthly, Let us improve with a wile and fin» 2 
gular diligence the Talents commirred ro our : 
Trait-: for 1n that day we- ſhall be r 
for all that we have received. All the 
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nies, our Endowments, our Health and Strengrh; 
o Civil, Honour and Digniry, Riches and' Re- | 
» puration ; gr Spiritual, the Goſpel in- irs Light | 
= and Power, the Graces and Afittance of the Ho- 'F 
ty. Ghoſt, as they are Gifts from Gods Love, {o | 
x are Talents ro be imployed for his Glory. 
= We are Stewards, nor Proprietaries : for the ſu- 
# ) Lord-does not relinquith his. Right in our 
E-. 1 ngs; that we may diſpoſe of them ar our h 
> own pleaſure, bur hath preſcribed Rules for our | 
© uling them in order to his Glory, our own good, 
>. and the benefit of others. And 'tis ſad roconfi- 
E der thar ufually thoſe who enjoy the greareſt 
> Gifts, render the leaſt acknowledgments, and the 
- moſt abundanr in Favcurs are moſt barren in 
 "Thankfulneſs. Time, that unvatuable Treaſure, 
 thatis due. ro God and the Soul, the Price of 
- which ariſes from the Work of Salvation ro be 
done in it, how1s it ſquander d away ? Conſct- 
ence would bluſh ar rhe ſerious refleC&tion thar [ 
every day ſo much is ſpent in the Buſineſs of rhe h 
= World, or Pleaſures, and fo line redeemed for 
&. Communion with the Holy God : thar as in the: 
”  Prophetick Dream. the lean Kine devoured the 
&: far, ſo unconcerning Vanities take up that rime 
> Thar ſhould be employed for our laft and bleffed 
End. While Time is miſerably waſted, the Soul 
hes a bleeding ro everlattmg Death. More par- 
ticularly, we ſhalt be accountable for all rhe days. | k 
of the Son of Man that we have ſeen, all the ſpe- | 
- +, Elal Seaſons of Grace : rhele we ſhould improve 
- for our eternal advantage,” to prepare us for the | 
” Divine Preſence above. Bur alas, the Lords day 
& Thar is conſecrated for the immediare Service of 
+ God, and fhoutd be entirety fpene in-ir, and in 
"FL F -. ; ,  things- 
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things that have a neceliney Foedneizn ro py 
yer neither the enforcement of Duty, nor incira» ©; 
rions of Love prevyatl yon the molt, conſciendh | 
ouſly ro employ it in” Spiriraal Afairs, If they *" 
afford rheir preſence ar he Publick Worſhip, ts 7 
thought enough ; and, as if. rhe reſt of the Day 2 
was unſandtihed Time, they waſte it either un 
Complemental Viſe, © or ſecular Buſineſs,” in Re» 
creations,or things imperrinent to their Salvations 
Riches are an excellent Inſtrument of doing 
good : Gold is the moſt precious and extenhye 
Meral, and by a marvellous Art an Ounce may 
be beaten out into fome hundred Leaves : but 
'tis a more happy Art by giving it, ro enrich our 
own Souls, and ſupply the Necetlities of many 
others. Bur great Eitares are often uted ro foment + 
on ow mg rm Pride, and Sen- 
res Me or Mo CERCE ror WIE avis - 
to waſte them in fumpruous lib. 73. | 
Vamries. I inſtance in theſe b 
Talents, becauſe.they are uſually abuſed yo the: . 
diſhonour of the Donor. If rhe flothful Servant 
that hid his ſingle Talent in a ea yer and res 
rurned it without advantage to his Lord, was | 
into outer darkneſi, where there u weeping and g 1 
ing of teeth ; a tearful Image of what will befal.. 
all unprofirable Perſons, ow ſevere will. ther 
Accounts be who laviſh out their numerous-Tar 
lents to gratify their carnal Apperites, and betray 
the Blefting s*'of God: ro his Enemy the Devil 2? 
Only the wiſe and good Servant, that with pri» * 
dent Contrivance, and zealous Endeavours, wh 
proves his Talents, ſhall from the gracious, L« 
in whom are all ArtraQayes and. K 


E.. of our Service, receive an excellent Reward. 
- - » Fiftbh,. Another Rule of our Acceprance at the 
Haft Day is, That we muſt with Courage and 


>: Zeal maintain in eur rank and places the Cauſe 


> of 'Chrift. For thus he declares expreſly, P/oſo- 
-  - ever ſhall confeſi me before men, him alſo will I con» 
A {= efore my father which # in heaven. But who- 
EF Joever ſhall deny me before men, him alſo will I deny 
E.... my father which ts in heaven. Mat. 10. 33; 
34. When the Truth, Puriry; and Power of Re- 
ligion, an Doctrine, Worſhip and Practice, is dif- 
-countenanc'd- and overborn, our Saviour: com- 
- mands, and will reward-our undiſcouraged viſt- 
"ble Conftancy init. He will not only reign in 

” our Hearts, but be honoured withour Lips, and 
in our Converſations. Rom. 10. We ——_ rhe 
Title of Chriſtians; unleis we adhere ro our Du- 
- - xy in deſpite of all oppofirion. The. Temprarti- 
E ons that uſually. withdraw Mer from confetling 
and glorifying Chriſt, are ſuch as work upon the 

- Paſſions of Fear and Shame. And the conſideration 


. .of the laſt Judgment will forrify us againſt both. 


rt. Sometimes Religion expoles the Profeſſors 


E of ir to the loſs of all temporal enjoyments, and 


- of Life ir ſelf. And when the Honour of our Sa- 
-viour requires ſuch a. Service of us, when that 
+ Confirmarion- is neceflary to recommend Divine 
*Truth- ro the Belief and Aﬀections-of others, 
when our chearful: and couragious Example in 
ſuffering would animare thoſe thar are fearful ro 
* Conftancy and Confeſſion, then from Cowardile 
0 withdraw our. Teſtimony, 1s ro betray him 
again. When our Dury isattended with extream 
- Dangers, then the ſincerity and perfection of our 
Love tro Chrift is broughkr to the ttricteſt rrial. As 
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the Darkneſs redoubles their Splendor; ſo the - 
deliry of Chriſtians is evidenr in Perſecarions that 
enflame and excite their Zeal ro magnify the - 
Name of Chriſt in the fight of the World. There. 7 
# 10 fear in love, but & love caſts out fear. | 
1 Fob. 4. 18. Bur Fearfulneſs hinders the expreſs 
fing as of Love ro. Chrift, and berrays ro Ape» 
ftacy. Foras every Paſſion is a perturbation, I 
eſpecially Carnal Fear rhar blinds - and diſturbs _ 3 
the Mind, and hinders-the ſerious conſideration 
of the Reaſons of our Duty, and-rhofe Mortives 
| ro perſevere in it, that are the Fountains of our 
| Strength. From hence the rimerous are offen. = 
rreacherous, and Faith lies buried under rhe cold 
_ Aſhes of Fear. Now the irfegulariry of this 
\] aflion is beſt cured by directing ir ro the moit = 

powerful Object. As the Red wy Moſes fwallows- 

| ed up the Rods of rhe Magicians, fo'a eng 

i Fear will ſubdue thar which is in a weaker 
gree. Our Saviour therefofe rhrearens thoſe that: 
for the fear of Men (who can but kill the body) dare 
not own and defend his Truth and Cauſe; rhar 
he will renounce them before his Father-in the 
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will be the deſtruftionof body and ſoul in hell. Mat, 


by their Laws arrhe laſt Day,-if theit Power ex- XZ 
rended ro Ererniry, they might exact unlimited . 3 
Obedience to their Wills ; bur Conſcience 8'a 3 
more deſirable Friend' and terrible Enemy thaw 
Ceſar ; and all temporal Tribunals are ſubordw: 
nare and accountable 'ro the Supream and: Exers = 
mal : there is one /awgiver aud jidg, whe-xs ablete 1» 


; riidiction over Heaven, if Men were tro be tried 
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true Carbuncles- are diſcovered in the Night, for. - - 


great Day, the immediate conſequence of whack © 2 


x0. 31, 32, 33. If Earthly Porentates had a Jus 
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ſave, and to deſtroy for ever. Ir is the work Perdi- 
tion to ſecure our ſelves by the neglect of our 


* Dury, when we ought to periſh for the Glory of 


oor Saviour. Heyhat faves by life fhall loſe it. 
+--2. Shame wounds deeper rhe Breaſts of ſome 


; than Violence. Zedek4ab would rather expoſe his 


Kingdom and Life ro the Fury of -the Chaldean 
Armies, than be himſelf expoſed as an Object of 


| Derifio by ſurrendring it. And Saran who un- 


deritands the temper of Mens Spirits, ſuits his 
Temptations accordingly. The Puriry and Ho- 
lineſs of Religion, expreit in the Actions of the 
Saints, is by the ſcurrilous Reflettions and bitter 
Sarcaſms of prophane Perlons made contemptible, 
This is as fooliſh and malicions, as if - a Slave 


| - ſhould reproach the Son of a King, that he was 
F . Iike his Father in bis Countenance and Actions ; 
-- Tor by how much the reſemblance of Gods Ho- 


bne(s appears with more evidence and eminence 
In their Lives, -their Divine Relation. is mare cer- 
tainly and juttly re be acknowledged. Yet how 
many are aſhamed of this Glory ? And Zeal te 
yindicate the Honour of Religion is traduc'd and 
vilified, either as the Effect of deſigning Faction, 


- er of the Indiſcretion and Raſhnels of a weak 


Judgment and firong Paſſions. In every Age 
the fairhful Servants of God are by ſcornful Ti 


"Yes deſpiſed : Ye are accounted, faith the Apoſtle, 
the of ſe 


conring of the world. 1 Cor. 4. 179. But a 


E- _— Chriſtian looks upon diſgrace for the 


e of - Chriſt as-his Honour. The Apoltles re- 


k > *yoiced' that they were accounted worthy to ſuffer ſhame 


for bus name. "Tis ſaid of the Bapriit, He was not 


b. _ #hat light, but came to. bear witneſs to that light : 
- 9+ 5. 41;.intimating as if that were the next 


degree: 
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degree of Dignity troir.. And our Saviour, {| 
ing of the Proofs of his Divine Miffion, rec 
up the Witneſſes of fuch Dignity; that 'tis not . 
| ible for Sacred Ambirion to aſpire ro higher 
| ar, than to be in Conjunction with them 5 
they are Fohn the Baptiſt, hu miracles, his father, 
and the ſcriptures. Fobn 5. 33, 35, 37, 39- : 
Ler-us appeal then from the d 
————————— 
nr and Aurthoriry © 
rr the lat Day, in the preſence of his Fa» 
ther and all the Courr of Heaven, give an in« - 
comparable Crown to all that have deſpiſed ſhame 
for his fake. Bur rhoſe vile Spirits, whoſe Cou- 
rage of Sttaw is quell'd by vain Opinion, ane 
the Reproaches of Fools, and bave deferred rhe 
Cauſe of Chrift, ſhall rhen be clothed with. con- 
fuſion : for this we ate aſſured by qur Judg, That 
whoſocuer ſhall be aſhamed of m2: and my words, im 
thx adulterous and ſinful generation, of him alſo ſhall * 
the Jon of man be aſhamed when he cometh in'tbe © 
glory of hu father, with the holy angels. Mar. $. 3%. 
f rhe unnatural Brothers were attomih'd when 
the Governor of Egypt told them, I am Foſeph 
whom ye fold ; how much more will falſe Chritti- 
ans, when the Lord of Glory ſhall rell chem, I 
'am Jeſus whom for baſe ſhame ye denied > How 
will ir confound thoſe abject Wretches to be. @ 
+ | Jpectacle of Abhorrence and Scorn before that 
Univerſal Glorious Confluence > They would 
chuſe rather ro be covered under the Ruins of + 2 
the World. It we value and defire the appre-®? 
bation of the King of Angels, if we fear a fanal_-_- 
rejection from him, ro obrain the one and avoid: + » 
the other, we mult entizely adhere ro his = 6 
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4 requifite Qualificari 

> the Day of. Jud t. Then ſhall the lyng ſay to 

© © them on bu right hand, Come ye bleſſed of my father,, 

- anberit the kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
- dation" of the world. . For I was an hungry and ye 


"Sl 
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p__ meat ; I was thirſty, and ye gave me drink; 
Ewa 4 er,, and ye took, mein; naked, and ye 
-- elathed- me; 1 was ſick, and ye viſited me 5 1 was 
= a7. prefer, and ye came unto me. Mat. 25..34, 35« 
5. 36+ Linton and Endearments berwixt Chrift - and. 
-: bi are mutual and retlexive ; as they are ex- 
P:.. ly cender of his Glory, fo he is concern'd in all 
®  taris done ro them. And though the PerfeRion' of 
- Love confiſts more-in the AﬀeRtion of the Heart than 
E 2n outward Offices, yer our Saviour moſt congruouſly 
=. produces in Judgmenr the conſpicuous effedts of Love 
"x0 them, the ſupplying their Wants, allaying their 
F Sorrows, owning them when obſcured and depreft b 
-  Afﬀiaions, and injuriouſly treated by others. * This 
* Jove of Servicetharis directed and exerciſed rowards 
+ the Saincs, for the eof God ſhining in them, be- 
- - Gagſe they are che Children of God, and. Members of 
+ --Chriſt, and cherefore extended to all in whom the 
+ reaſon of char Love appears, ſhall be gloriouſly re- 
-- warded, for he interprets what is done upon his ac- 
& count to thoſe who are his own by ſo many dear Ti- 
b- fs dohe to himſelf. And what is more becomin 
} Bs cxccllent Goodneſs, than to reward the works 0 
6. = with ſaving Mercy ? Bur thoſe who when 
+, Chriſt preſents himſelf co them in his poor diſtreſſed 
Members, and ſolicits their aſfiſtance, to prore@t them 
© from Injuries, ro refreſh their Sorrows, to ſu 

# them in their exigeneies, thoſe that have Ability, bur 
-. vant Aﬀcttion todo them good,and incompaſſionare- | 
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ire the God ag for whe 


L te is moſt precious Blood, ſhould be in leſs | 3 
"lacand with many, than the and Horſes: - 
maintained for their pleaſure ? Andif rhoſe onthe leſt > 
' hand ſhall be:condemned to eternal Fire;for the colds» > 
eſs of their Love, how terrible will rhe Judgment bes. © 
$7 ae from the hear of rheir Enmiry i= ©; 
cſecurethe Servants of Chriſt for his ſa y. 7 : 
nl} wh rn Eſtares, Repurarions, that with 2 worle. 's 
than cf ro inhumaniry feck their ruinÞ 1s chere*. 
roy fake of-a more mortal guilr-? The infernal Furnace*- 
$ſevet-fokd heared for the puniſhing ſuch wickedneſs. © 
©.;>*T6 conelude+ this Argument, ler us obſerve the k 
-Command of our Saviour, To watch and pray al | 
« that we may bt counted wotthy to [land befort the ſort of mats. 
Theſe are Duties of univerſal influence into ourlives, F-.. 
the one prevenms Carcleſneſs, the other vain Confte © : 
dence-in our felyes ! and rhe conſideration cf Judg+ 
ment co come, is the greareſt Motive to them, and rhe® 
- firſt Principle of Hulmeſs:.This ſhould work more” 3 
powertul-in-us,” confideringthe Day .of Death is : 
-walent to the Day-of Judgment to every Perſon "—< " 
then a particular Sentence decifive and irrevocable” 
epaſſes,thart ſhall be publiſh'd at the laſt Day, Merhinks/ = 
the Tercors of the {ord ſhould engage our Souls and” 2 
Senſes ro a continual preparation tor his coming, "Tis. © 4 
#epreſenred fo as to affect che Eye, and keep it viyhws © 
Jant : Behold the Lord comes with ten thouſand of bis ſaints.” * 
to execute judgment upox all. Jude 15, Behold, be comess 
wn the clouds, and every tye ſhall ſeebim. Rev. 1. g. And 7 
to call the Ear, and make ir atrentive 3 The Lord bim« 
ſelf (ball deſcend from heaven with the voice of the arth«\ > 
angel, and-with the tramp of God. 1 Treſſ. 4- 16. How; +3 
<numſped ſhould we be in all our Ways, ſince eve” 2 
ation ſhall -be reviewed by our Judg ? Rs + - 
y itfers from the difſolution of the World, 
Ts I WE ſhown bes 
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verially Holy ; Seeing then af theſe things ſball 
- AM diffoited, what m Tag ppt opaips bein all 
| holy conveſation azd gadiings? 1 Prt, 3-11, 12. Bur the 
© - confiderarion of the ercraal - nt immediately 
b 0%" ; har Frarvqwers the World 5; O how 
| - = d ir be upon. Conſcience and the Aﬀe- 
#K, 'xo regulate che whole coyrſe of our Lives 
” - with a final reſpe@ to Gods Tribunal ? ; 
> -- In ſhort, ern gn rr of che/ſuccefs of the 
Apoſtles ing ro the Athenians the preſent 
Subject, the Immorcality of the Soul, —_— in 
the RefurreRion of the Body and furure Judgment, © - 
is the ame 1n all rimes and places: And when they beard 
of the reſurreftion of the dead, ſome mocked ; and others 
>  faid, We will bear thee again of this matter ; and others 
- lieved. Afi 17. 32, 34, There arc three Differences 
+, of the Hearers of this Dorine of fo great import> 
- . ance : ſome deride it as an extravagant Fancy ; ſome 
” believeic, and yield up themſelves entirely in obedi- 
2 ence £O 1t 3 others do nor abſolutely rejeR ir, as the 
-” firſt, nor accept ir as the ſecond, bur have a conjeGurey 
- or ſlight ſuperficial Opinion of ir, or. a ſpecularive 
3 _ to a hiſtory of things that do nor cdncern 
FE: n, and defer the ſerious confideration and apply- 
ingof ic torthemſelves. And of this third fort (O 
Grief!) are the moſt of thoſe who are Chriſtians in 
> Name. Theydelay tiil Deach, the ſolemn refleting 
© - upon the final Judgment, and rhe inevitable conſe- 
"quence of it, a blefſed or miſerable Eſtate for ever. 
»* And whereas the Apoſtle, who had infallible affu- 
-—  ranceof Gods Love, did with an holy ſeverity and 
ſelf-denial abſtain from all carnal Complacencies thar 
-” might hazard the never-fading Crown ; I keep under 
” my body, and bring it inte ſubjetftion, leſl by any means when 
© \+ Ve miſcris ' uchis 1 have preached to others, T ſbould 
= qui de electione roftra be 4 Caſt-away. 1 Cor. 19» 27. 
” — nulla adhuc Dei vocem + Yet the moſtive and dic in 
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KK; eat 6 «Jan i aſecureſtare, without prepa« 
”  raepemis, Greg, lib, 29. TALICO tO. appear before the- 
do | $ob, | Preſet © of his Dry 4 
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HEAVEN. ? 
CHAP. I. mn 


The. Saviour of Men, was before and under | * 
th: Law by various Predittions and Types © 
deſcribed , to prepare the World for his 
Reception, with Faith and Obedience," Tn - 
this Plalm, a mixrare of Hiſtory and - 
Prophecy. The Words of the Text aps 
plied by the Apoſtle, 10 Chriſt's Reſrur= 
reftion and Afcenſron, and Glory in Hea- . 
ven, The divine Preſence is the Supream ©: 
and Eternal felicity of the Saints im Hea« 

. Ven. The glory of the place conſidered. 

The Re of Heaven illuſtrated by ſen: 
ſible repreſentations. 


——_— 


Pſalm, 16. 11, Thou wilt ſhew me the Path of Life . o 


in thy Preſence s fulneſs of Foy, at thy right” 
Hand there are Pleaſures for evermore, *' © + 


Tz "rg ed ou and Goodneſs was © 
ea re and - during the legal 3 
Diſpentation, by vations Þ Fas "of 
and Types. ro delincate the Perſon of our | 
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{ _—_ Nat ths Wark of Redeggcin ro pre- ©; 
* pare the Minds of Men for his Receptionat his 
- coming mnto the World. All the; Evangelical 
; Prophecies recorded 'in the Old Teftamenr, as | 
D EEa Rays, arc cbnſpicuouſly united in him, 
B+ be Sun of Righteouſneſs ; ; and as_in' a curious 4 
$ Piece of Moſaick Work, each Stone according | 
3 * 20 its natural Vein. and Colonr is fo exactly 
* diſpoſed, and with that proportion join'd to an- 
3 Ara that the lively Figure of the Human Bo- 
E += reſults from the Compoture ; fo by variety 
L pes, the intire Image of our Saviour's 
4 ghy rae from his firſt appcaring on 
ts aſcending to Heaven. 
Nw *S dne .comparing and obſerving the 
Hinmonivbs Apreement- berween the Prophefies 
_ and | rar o rhe Old Teſtament, and the Hi 
the New, 1s a powerful means to pro- 
Son and eſtabliſh a true lively Faith in thebleb 
{ed Jelus as the promiſed Mefſfiab ; For it is an 
- | la : A ' - the "qa wu 9's | 
>. In diſpoling Times and Things fo, as the le 
S-. + bor! org $eouryg in the Event, and the mylſtes ' 
E , rious Figures ſubitantially exhibired in the ma+» 
E”. nifeſtation, of the Son of God. 'Tis true, his 
EZ Miracles raiſed Admiration, and argued the con- 
-  <atrente of Power truly Divine: For the Ex- | 
”" ." &xCie of an abſolute Dominion over the Order 
7 -of Nature, s a Royalty referved to God: bur 
& > "thar his miraculous Operations were ,foretold, 
more Aurhoriry to wearer Perſon, and Effica- 
yg his Do&trin. Therefore our Saviour him- 
m anfwer ro the publick Queſtion ſearfrom 
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Savienr-of the World, commanded che Meſiens = 
gers ro tell him whar they heard and faid , The © 
Blind receive their Sight, and the Lame walk, the 4 

Lepers are cleanſed, the Deaf hear, and the Dead. E 
gre raiſed up, Mar. 11. Which healing Miracles * *, 
were foretold by rhe Propher Eſay, Ia. 35. as the 
clear and diſtinguiſhing Characters of the | 
from all Seducers, when he ſhould come. 
fulfillingGod's Word by the Works of Chriſt, wa 
which there was ſenfible evidence, was an irres of 
furable reftimony that his Miracles were-true, - 
and '\performed for the confirmarion cf" the , 
Truth. 

Now' of all the choſen Saints thar forerol,. 
the coming of Chriſt, the new Law of Grace," 
and the new Kingdom of Glory, that he ſhould 
reveal and- eflabliſh-: Of all that reprefetted 2 
han Yarous Parricularities, concerning bis”. "A 
Perſon and Offices, there was. 2 
not a. more illulirious Type than Klraw ben 
David, that by pherical mum non tam * 
Words, and by propherical Ac- un: lingua fed 
tions did ſo dearly deſcribe him. & w:c«prophys **. 

In this Palm compoted by 7ice fs. us} 
him, D_— a mixture of Hi'! o- of 
ry 2 ophecy : Some, things in the krenat 2 
and immediate tenſe roaring Wh David : Thave © 
fet the Lard always before me ; becauſe he # at my "+ 
right hand, I ſhall not be moved. Our being at 

s right Hand, implies the higheſt Hoodies 
bn "qc Hand nab reſent and 
jure protection and defence. adv this EY 
had. the infallible Promiſe of God ro ſecure his. 
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"4 Of HEAVEN. Chap: 
= © implacable Enemies. .Bur the following Verſes 
© are applicable ro David, but in a lower ſenſe, / 
# ard by a remote Metaphor, and have their lire- 
ral and wen Accompliſkment m onr Sa- 
= viour. Thou wilt not leave my Soul in Hell, that 
£-* 3s, in the State of the Dezd ; mor ſuffer thy holy 
Fx One to fee-Corruption : that is, the Body of our 
© Saviour ſhould be exempred from the corrupting 
= Power of the Grave, and reſtored the third Day 
+ to Life. In this propriery and perfection of 
»- genfe, the Prophecy is applied by St. Petey to 
& _ onr Savicur's alone: for Navid died, and ſaw 
==  Corruptien ; Acts 2. 27, 29. and his Body till 
= + zemains under the Dominion of Death. And 
E "this laſt Verſe, Theu wilt ſhew me the Path of 
& JLife: in thy Preſence 1 fulneſs of Fey, at thy right 
--* Hand are Pleaſures for evermore ; is applied 
© * the Apoſile raChriſt, his Refurre:tion, Aſcenfion 
= to Heaven, and ſitting at the right Hand of the 
” » Majeſty on high: Theu wilt ſhew me the'Parth of 


--. Up ; thar is, introduce him into the Kingdom 
3 Glory, and by experimental Fruition make 
” Jim pantaker of it : In thy Preſence # fulneſs of 
= Yor, at thy right Hand are Pleaſures for ever- 
more. | 


- 
if 


3d 
» 
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- In thele words the Cauſes and ,Excellencies 
© -* of the Heavenly Life are expreſsd. The Cau- 
£* fs, are the glorious Prefence of God , and the 
= mtimare application of his Preſence, and diſco- 
{4 of his peculiar Love-ro the Saints. This 


year bleſſed Saviour had reſpect ro,. as the com- 
+» pleat Reward of his Sufferings Then ſhalt make 
ame full of Joy with thy Countenance. * And hu 
| Hand unplies his Bounty thatdiſpenſles, w_ 
& | beds is 
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ſures for evermore. 


From the words I ſhall oblerve one Propatss” * + 3 


ion. 


The enjoyment of the Divige Preſence in. + 
" Heaven, is the ſupream' and everlaſting” *2 
Felicity of the Saints. Fa 1 


In the diſcourſing of this Point , I witl.conf-- © 


der, 


Firſt, The Place wherein the Divine Preknce” | 
is gloriouſly reveald. 'S 
Secondly, Shew that the enjoyment of the Di- _* 
em. Preſence is the fupream. Felicity of tbe. 
ints, Tl 
Thirdly, Prove that the Felicity. ſhall be Evets b. ? 


laſting, 2 


Firſt, The Place wherein the Divine Pre» 
ſence is revealed. 'Tis conſiſtent with the Div 
vine Immenfiry, to be diflerently preſent in — 
places, The ceflential Preſence of God is 
tame -every where ; the influxive declarariny .. 
Preſence of God is ſpecial, and otherwiſe inone 

lace than another. oY is more | 

nt in the living Temples, his Saints on 
by the gracious and eminent Operations. of... 
Spirit, than he is in the reft of the World. 
is jor excellently preſent in Heaven, ary 
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= Order ; The Earth i full of the Glory of the 
” . Ld: tba bur the Sedinient of the Creation, 
= the Habiration of Birds and Beafts, nay of Re- 
>  bellious Sinners : And by this we may raiſe our 
IY ghes ro; conceive faimething of the glogious 
-.- Jan of Life, and Blefedneſs above, Tis 
© called the Heaven of Heavens, which is the high- 
= "eſt Compariſon to inſtruct and aſtoniſh us with 
the Amplirude and Glory of the Place. 'Tis a 
=” Place becoming the Majeſty of God, the Image 
=. of his Immenſity. Our Saviour affures ns, In hu 
Father s Houſe are many Manſions, to receive the 
- inmmerabfe company of glorified Saims, 'Tis. 
> called the Excellent Glory, 2 Pet. 1. 17. 

© - | The ſhining Firmament , with all the Lumi« 
*- - matries thar adorn it, are bur the Frontifpiect ro 
+ the higheſt Heaven, All the Luftre of Dia- 
> mi the Fire of Carbunctes and Rubies, rhe 
= Brighrneſs of Pearls are dead in compariſon of 
2s Glory. Tis the Throne of the God of Glory, 
> wherein his Maje?y is revealed in the moſt ik 
” tiftrious manner. For Pleaſantneſs 'ris call'd Pa- 
"#446, in altvfon to rhe delightful Garden plan- 
-— ved by the Hands of God himfelf for Adam, his 
”  Bavorie, whikt innocent. There is the Tree of 
© Life. There are Rivers of Pleaſure ſpringing 
> from the Divine Preſence. *Ts called the Inbe- 
© aitance of the Saints in Light ; to ſignify the 


I » Cxi and Joy of the ICE ; for Light has 
= Slendour , and conciliates chearfulneſs, and 5 
- 44x Emblen of boch. As on the contrary, Hell 
WS __ 
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+ This inferior World is fram'd wich exquifire 
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ville World, with all is periſting Koks I 
ſhortly fall , this Beautiful Scene ſhall beg 3 


Som is cloarhed with Fleſh, Fancy has 


horror. 'O: loft Souls. 

Heaven 1-0 is called a City that BY 
Foun1dt ions, e Builder and Maker s God. 

World'is like 4 Tent” or Tabernacle fe © 

Ip for a -rume., whilſt the Church s paſſing val 

h'the Wildern6&: bur Heaven is City 

of the Living God, the Place of his happy ob 

dence , the Sear of. his erernal Em 


mg £ bur the ſup prom eaten is hay is above this 
phere of murabiliry, wherein all 

= of rhe jarring Elements are cnn. 

and diſſolving : 'ris 
Lak cannot be Nell "Briefly — 

Ma er hu fram'd it correſpondently to the 
br which ir . was deſigned : 'tis the Sear of 
Majeſty, his Sacred Temple, wherein he 

he richeſt Beams of his Goodneſs and Glory, . 
oe his chofen Servants ſee and praile his ado» 
fable Exceffencies for ever. 


Secondly, T* will i hats thar the 
enjoyment of the Divine Preſence in Heaven, # | 
the tupreme Feliciry of the Saiars. 

To make this ſperrarara ten WP. I 


eaſy and intelligible” ro'us, the Scri ! 
t by ſenlibte AveSneitions Tor whie th £ 
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dominion, thar we conceive of eine bark | 
Aas5 - Cone _- 
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: - things. - Tis therefore fer forch- by 4 Marriage 
= Feaſt, Rer. 17.7. to Ggrufie- the, Joy. int Gly 
& of the Saihts: above. But ro prevent all gro 
 Conceits, we are inſtructed, rhat the Bodies.. of 
= the Saints ſhall be ſpiritual, not capable of Hur- 
ger or Thirſt; ror conſequentlyot. any Refreſh- 
+ ment that is eanſecbI the farigfaction of rtaſc 
Bb. +4 Pens. The objects of, the moſt noble Sen: F | 
— Jes, Seeirg. and Hearing, the pleaſure, of which 

” -5 mixed, with Reaſon, and nor common to the 

=  SBrurtes, are more frequently made ile of to re- 
concile the . blefſed and Heavenly State to the 
proportion of otir Minds. Thus ſometimes the 
3k above are repreſes ted on Thrones, and with 

= Crowns. 0 their, Heads : Scmetimes clothed: in 

= W/oite, with Pains. in their Hands: ſometimes 
Pnging - Sorns. cf Trawnph to him that ſits on the 

4 rcx;e, - Bur the real Felicity of the Saints in- 

» . finitcly exceeds all thoſe faint Metaphors. The 

* -Apolile, ro whom the admirable Revelation. 
was Exhibired, of the Sufferings. of the Church, 

and rhe victorions iflue out of. them in the fuc- 

». cefive Ages of. the World , tells us, :t does;not 

.*F appear what the Saints ſhall be in Heaven. 

= things that God has prepared for thoſe that love 

- him, ae far more above the- higheſt-aſcent of || 
&- *our Thoughts, than the Marriage-Feaſt of a } 
& . King exceeds in ſplendor and Magnii.cence, the ' 
W-- ination of one that has always lived in an 
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and render infipid all the Src of i 
World. | 


CHAP.IL 


Whatever u requiſite to our compleat Blaſt ot | 
neſs, is enjoyed in Heaven, There 1s an 


ſh- 
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Ne 

9 F 
C- exemption from all Evils. Sin and all the 
1C penal conſequences are aboliſht in Heaven 
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The concurrence of all poſutive excellencies. 
is enjoyed there, The Body is revived'8. 
a glorious Life. The Soul liues in Come: 
munion with God, The. excellence of the. 
Objett, and vigour of the attings upon ity 
the principal ingredients of Hapgimeſs. 


is require to conſtirure the compleat. 
Bleſfſedneſs of Man, is fully enjoyed 1 in. 
the Divine Preſence. 
1: An exemption from. all Evils is the firſt- 
condition of perfect Bleſſednefs.... The Sentence: 
of the wiſe Salon is tru, .-, 1a: 


d it will appear by conf: deringwhanevest ; 


——Dicique beatus : ; 1 | | 
| Ante obitum- nemo ſupremaque funeradee. at} 
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No Mart can be calld happy. whillt in this 
ley of Tears. "BUS are 10 many.natural C 
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A" Yes bs. & nao prevent, t Fat le ay be 
$ miſerable than cndiker, bur none perfectly / 
| - por here. Bur upon the entrance into Hea- * 
: Ven, all thoſe Evils, that by their number, va- 
riety or weight, difquiet and oppreſs us -here, 
ue at *. end. 
of all Evils, the worſt and moſt hateful, 

e aboliſh'd, and all Temprarions that furs 

fn is art] endanger our Intocenceghall ceaſe. 
dps Men lament rhe Weakneſs of the 
Fleh; arti Ometimes the violent Affaulrs of Spi- 
I " xirual Enemies. St. Paul himſelf breaks forth 
m [= A mournful Complaint , © wretched Man 


T am, ho ſhall delsver me from this Body of 
th 2 And when hartaſſed by the buffers of 
n, rettews his moſt earneſt Addrefles ro 
Þ God to be freed from them; Here our Puriry 
”” Bnorabloime, we muſt be always cleanſing 
” "our {elves from the Reliques of thar deep De- 

\ flemetnt-thar cleaves to our Narure. Here our 
P is preſerv'd with the Sword in our Hand, 
a'cominual warfare apainit Saran and the 
/orld. Bur in Heaven no Ipnorance darkens 
* the Mirid , n6 Paifions rebel againſt the fancti- 
fant Witt, no. Inherent Pollution remains, The 
% -aky s without $ tual or Wrinkle , or any ſuch 

thing. And all 'Temprations ſhall then ceale. 

Tempter.. was caſt vur of Heaven, and 

: — none-of his poiſon'd Arrows can reach that pu- 

”” TL1CC . Glorious Liberry ! here ardent- 

b 2-3 Aid Leanne Foioby ov 
| as 

” cot i itare quire taken away, The prove 
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with thar ſharp ſenſe, thar Dearh is 4# 
fed a3 a remedy, on accepted ar None Hs 
though rhe Saints have reviving Cordials, 
7a- } their Joys are tmix'd with Sorrows, nay 
re, jog Jojn age ir with Here, i ES ; 
|} fwecteſt refreſhment. Here the living $ 4 
al, cut and wounded , and made fit by F27 
ts for a Temple unto God in the new 
ſe. 3 Bur as in building of So/omen's Temple, ny 
ne | of a Hainimer was nor heatd., for all the 
i- | were fram'd before with thar exact deiigh Y 
th | correſpondence , that they firmly coribined wow*, 2 
"7 gerher. They were wag Frecrngh > «/ nd -_- 
of Y nothing remained but the » -- 
of Y- upon afiorher, and then TIT me - 
| DE EE I ha! ng 

r ints many curting All > 

Rane places them in rhe eternal Zuildmg, 


that comp - 1 raging S £5 fg, ary Ton 
The Heavenly Stare is Li mnt ag 
thy of that Tate. Thete is no infitmiry of 


=, no Poverty, nv Diſgrace, no "Treachery 
Friends, no perſecution of Enemies. There # 
more Death, nor Sorrow ; nor ſhall there be 1 


more Pain; for former things are paſt 25 

_ wh all Tears from the Bl of 

= The xd nk is com ara, all 

- Fure Joy 15 niche Ven, 
Sorrows the Puniſhinetit of 
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= ,»:2-A concurrence of all poſitive Excellencies . 
”  BTequiſire to Bleſſedneſs. And theſe -are to be 
 conſfiderd with reſpect to the entire Man. 
2” 4." The Body ſhall be awak'd out of its dead 
= , And quicken'd into a glorious immorral 
E* Life. The Soul and Body are the efſenrial parts 
t - of Man ; and though the inequality be grear in 
* their holy Operations, yer their .concourſe is 
© -  neceflary. Good Actions are defignd by the 
E . counſel and reſolution of the Spirit , bur per- 
form'd by the miniftry_ of the Fleſh. Every 
” Grace expreſſes it {elf in viſible Actions by the 
+ - Body. In. the Sorrows. of Repentance ir ſup- 
& plies Tears ; in religious Faſts, irs Appetites are 
*. reſtrained; in Tharkſgivin s the Tongue breaks 
 Sorth into the- joyful. Praiſes of God. All- our 
- Victories over ſenſible Pleaſure and Pain, are 
 obtaind by. the Soul in conjunttion with rhe 
+ ; bo 'tis molt becoming the Divine 
& Goodneſs ; not to deal fo differently, that the 
Soul ſhould be everlaſtingly happy, and the Bo- 
loft in forgetfulneſs ; rhe one glorifed in 
> Heaven, the other remain in the Duſt. From 
= their firit ſerring out in the World to the Grave, 
they ran the ſame race, and ſhall enjoy the ſame 
—Keward. Here the Body is the Conſort of the 
= Soul, in Obedience and Sufferings, hereafter in 
- Enooe, Mee” the "= 9/94 it Ity, or Tote 
= of Martyrdom ſhall be given by-rhe'grear Judg 
” in the view of all, they ſhall bath partakein the 
=” Honour. The Apoſtle aſſures us, the Bodies of 
& - the Saints ſhall be revived and refined to a. ſpi-. 
+ ritual and glotious, Perfection. Fleſh and Blood, 
> the Body with its terrene Qualities, 1s _—_ 
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and mortal., and cannot iberit - the, Kgngdom 
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7 HTNG: ir. cannot breath in ſo pure an Al bf 


God tells. , No Man can ſee my Face 3 
live : The fight of rhe Divine Glory. is not cons . > 
fiftent with: ſuch-remper'd frail -T cles of _ 
Fleſh. Nay the Body, muſt be freed. from the, 
innocent. Infirmities .that wexe inlcqarb's 4 
Adam in, Paradiſe - for he | made" 4 lis 0 A 
2..e. the Squl united to rhe 7 was the Foun: > 
a.perperual Elux ,. the -vital Hear nu ay «+ . 
radical Moiſture, from whence there was x) 
cefliry of Food and Sleep to. repair the > 3 
Rance and Spirits , and preſerve his Life ig, wty - 
+ bur in the Divine Fork, the Body tall 7 
be ſpiritual 1n its littes. and the Principle £ 
4rs Life : . ir ſhall DN Ed by the fu £4 2 
racal Power of the Spirit, withour rhe. ſupplies - 3 
of ourward. nouriſhment, and exempted from -* 
all. rhe low operations of Nature: therefore. ou 
Saviour tells us, the Children of the Reſurrettzon © 
ſhall be equal to the Angels, /prepar'd ole woe: b 
ploaymenr. and: Enjoyments of thoſe bleſſed Spitz - 


rits. _— 

And a fubſtantial unfading Glory will ſhine ® 
in.them_ infinitely above the periſhing Pride af” 
this World , and the Glory of the Fleſh , thavtis, © 
bur an appearaiice, Iike the fajſe Colours painted: © * 
on the Feathers of a Dove, :by ihe reflection of -_* 
the-Light, which preloply vaniſhes, when the 
Poſiure is chang'd , or the Light withdrawn,  -» 
.Of this we bave a.fure Pledg in the glorifed > 
Body of Chriſt , wha is the faſt Fruits of thens 
that fleep.; He ſhall change aur vile i - 3 
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#- Ee 0 HEAV v.* Chap. 
may be be faſhimed like fo > ous 
7 Þ- TG ny td the working of 1s porno Bo ahertly hea 
” ible to fabdite all things to himſelf. What: can'be 
b- # pre ghoeivas, rhan ro be conſtr th che hun 
fall be the Son of God ? hocp? nog 
| Ate the Work - Hands : þ—.. 
wo. Otmniporence , nothing is 
J eaſt. The raifing the 205 an immortal ſtate 
"of Glory, is as eafie to the Divine Power ,"as 
k -- the fortning 'ir firſt in the Wornb. As the Sur 
 KEbours no more in the Mines , in the forming 
Gold _ Silver, the moſt precious and durable 
. Metals, tha n in the production of a ſhort-lived 


% 2. The fupream ha vineſs of Man'is in the 
Soul's Communion God. This will 'ap+ 
FEppies they re principal Ingredients of 


they ave the Ganticnte of the ON: 
Vier of the Attings upon it. 'The 
Ro a is of God , bs a 


* Iwo Haneif according ro his mfinite Perfetions. 
And 'tis the higheft happineſs of the reaſonable 
ens tove God.” For te is a 
infigite, unchangeable Good, and tan 
cofniatthicare all thar is requiſire to tire 
neſs , Supply all rhe Wants , and fari 
the Withes the immortal Soul. The Un- 
and Will are oor moſt 'compre- 
b Neciive Frrultes, the ples of onr moit e- 
- Timent Operations. o know and to {love 
& are efferial ro he reaſonabl Soul, and in di- 
thoſe Acts upt 'God, the Rectitnde, rhe 
and of Man conſifts. ' As the 
Creature - by ' ſerring "irs — 
cart 
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urmoſt Capacity, from whence a Divine pleas 
fare, a perperaal SarisfaCtion ſprings, a Joy thar 
is as unipeakable as tis wane 'S- 


pr" "TT — — —_—S. 


> A —————_ _—_— kt. Ao ts... I... — 


CH AP. IIL - 1-4 

The Underſtandi be clearly en 8-3 

ed with the us "rafy oat? Here the 

revelation of God in his Works and Word 

is according to our capacities. In Heaven, © 

"ris moſt glorious , and our faculties are "> 

raiſed and refin'd' to receive it. The natal * © 

of God, his Decrees and Counſels , bis © 

providential Diſpenſations are revealed 
che Bleſſed. 


TO unfold rhis more particularly. 2 
1. The Underitanding ſhall clearly ſee the; - 
moſt excellent Qbjects, Now we know but in-\ 
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4 = 13: The naked Beaury of divine 


- Lungs is vaild,. and of impoſlible diſcovery : 

-- and by natural or accidentaÞ weakneſs , the 
Mind is nor proportionable to ſuſtain that daz- 
yo ling brightneſs. But when that which ts fag i 
E 3# come, then that which « in part ſhall be done 
away. In that enlightened State, the manifeſta- 
= Honof the Objects ſhall abundantly exgeed the 
”  cleateſt revealing of themhere. the Un- 
>  derftanding ſhall. be prepar'd in proportion to 
takea full view.of them. Therefore the Apoſtle 
-- compares the ſeveral Periods of rhe Church in | 
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= reſpect of the degrees of Knowledg, to the ſeve- 
= ral Ages of humane Life. "ray a Child, I 
bo 4s a Child, I underſtood as a Child, 1 thought as ; 
1 s Child ; but when I became a Man «4 pur away 
E Childiſh things. In Children the Organs, either | 
- from the exceſs of moiſture, or their ſmallneſs, 

= are indiſposd for-the vigorous exerciſe of the 
- Mind: ſtrictures of Reaſon appear, 'a 


ſp" preſaging ſign what will be , but mix'd with. 
- an ſcuritry. - But when the Organs are 
= come to their juſt proportion and rempera- 
© ment, the Soul diſplays its firength and acti- 


yiry. 

” ' To explicate this, ir is requiſite ro confder 
” the expreſſions in Scriprure, that Fgnify the e- 
gunent' degrees 'of Knowledg in the Blefled. 


Our Saviour affures us, that ce Pure in Heart 
= ſhall ſee Ged. Sight is the moſt noble, exten- 
& five, and affective Senſe, and cherefore f:r ro no- 
ify the clear, ſweer and fatisfying intuition of- 
- God in Heaven, 'Tis true, the Deity is ſpiri- 
il: and invil'ble ro the Eye of the Body, ins 
nootcuy EY finite * 
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finire - ory ES to the Eye of the © 
Sout ; but the glorified Saints fo clearly under- © 3 
ftand rhe Divine PerfeCtions , that our | 

F'. knowledg of God, compar'd to that Vilion, 1s" 
1 bur as the ſeeing of a dark Shadow in a Glaſs, 
ro the immediate view of the living-Subſtance- 
and Perſon. The diſcovery of the Deity ro us 

in the preſent ſtate, & by his Works and Word: 
and both'are imperfect, and far inferiour to the 
manifeſtation in Heaven. The abſolute fulneſs + > 
of Perfection that is inſeparable from the God-+ 

| head , is inimitable *by any Creature; for the 


Perfection of any Creature is limited in its kind” - 
as well as degrees. Therefore God was pleaſed 
| by variery of effects and reſemblances, to ex-" 
pres repreſent his Artribures, that our- 
, inds might aſcend by thoſe ſteps ro comtem»: 7* 
ad beyond = apariſon. The Liehr of 1 
all compariſon, 'The Light -- 

ven in all its purity and luſtre, is bur a ſha? 
dow of his unapproachable Bri : all the” ©: 
Excellencies of vifible things are bur a weakre». _ 
preſentation of the Glory of his Attribures, like" 
the deſcribing with'a Coal rhe beautiful Co 
Burs of the Morning : and compard-withrhe* 
ummentiry 'of his. Perfections ,” are like thedes: 
feribing in a- ſheer of Paper the" vaſt Celeſtiah - 
- In his Word there is a more clear and full 
diſcovery of his Nature and Will,” but accorx- 3 
ding 'to our capacity of receiving... The Divine: - ? 


Atrnibures in Scriprure are. maskd'and. 4 
ed under ſentible Compariſons : for-tio Ligl | 
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in reviving the Sh:wromste's Child, con- 
himſelf ro the progeelen of the Child, 
gut bu . Mouth upon bis Mouth , and bis Eyes 


|. -riport bis Eyes, and bu Hands upon hs Hands ; fo 


© God is pleaſed ro condeſcend ro our Capacity 


|” and ro adapt the Expreſſions of his Majeſty to 


the -narrownefs of -our Imaginations. Bur in: 


Heaven the Revelation of the Deity is nach 


more glorious : and the Mind is clarified from 


| 3 thoſe terrene Images that flow through rhe groſs 
: Channels of the Gn 


ſes. In this prefent ftare 
Conceptions of God are mix'd with 
s, and very waperfect ; bur rhere the Gold 


x our 
* - ſhall be parared fram the DroGs, and our Con- 


be mare and ing the Sium-- 
and Puri of God. dara 1 1 
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ivine Vertues, | 
els, Power, were: lo vitible in - tis Li | 
j and miraculous Works, that when Phe 
2 With that FD Beth of Aﬀethion, delired. the 
fight of the Farher, the only confurnmare BleL. 

,, ſhe u5 the Father, and it ſuffices : He. | 
told him, He that bath, ſeen me , hath ſeen the 
Tia Þ Bur , how . brightly do they appear, in 

agg ? WE ſhall /S him as-he. xs ; 
Gloxy ..of the . Son . of 


ns nora ti known by. the 
"Pp 4 ws, ny Fog 
Þ Bit of « Candle as. hy Tins s the Light 
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Knowl 
4 berfiec »[1C : - 
as god grlgr ogg receive ,. and"Our > 
Hewes ef | IR; 
"We ſhall theh fee white we now DELEVE + - 
concerning the' glorious” Nature of God 
Decrees and Counſels ,' his Providence a ad Dis h 
ations. © The fublimeſt Dodrin| « if 
{tian Reli gion, above the diſquiſitiort and 
Il Keke vc fe ANY 
-upon which the whole JOb- --2 
val depends In — to this, Fairh'! DOWS | * 
the Head and adores. Bur fach is the pride vt» 
the Carnal Mind? that it diſdains 'ro 5 | 
Divine ap + and the ſeemi Phils 
lolophers de the Primitive tins. 4s * 
'Caprives of i blind Belief. Bur rhis foul Re-- 
proach was as unjuſt as many others" wheres © 
with they deſigned ro diſgrace Chriſtianity ; for *_ 
the hunuliry of Faith does not exringuiſh'or a 
darken the Light - of Reaſon, bur revives and 
mcreaſes it : what 1s more fuirable ro uncot: 
Reaſon, than to believe the Revelation 
affords of his own Nature who cannor” 
aus ?: In the State above , where' reaſort'is': 
fied and inlarged, we ſhall underſtand r 
Eretiry- God was fole exiſting, but | 
; that the Godhead i is nor STM ir 


_— 


| of a fapernaoral Order ſhall be 
2 he great Myſtery of Godlindfs , Gad 
feſt in tbe Fleſh, the umon of the high Pex-' 
4 | == of the Divine Nature, wah the inno-: 
Cent Imperfections of the Humane Nature, the 
<dntrivance of our Redemption, wherein there 
: — few GE nj ul? 
$ principal Arrri ' | 
Ted. - thar product of the Divine 0 
” Wiltlom that is fo adard by che Angels, that F |; 
' aftoniſhes and ſaves us, ſhall be unfolded. The Y .,; 
4 Divine Counſels in governing the World, the wi 
Deſegns, the Ways, the Orders and Operations } .., 
| of God's Providence ſhall be conſpicuous. 1 EY 
4 »; nth of God, we diſcern the Eye } T 
the top of his Scepter : | the Wiſdom , 
ectirude, mi of his Providence is ( 
 viſhle in the defence of -rhe. Innocent, and his } «@/ 
an Power in the puniſhment of the } G 
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ave tallfl, and few chifen; the unſearchable Ways, 7 
andincomprehenfible Judgments of God, which 2 
Se Pall 'in an exrafy admires, Which 'tis not 2 
Hwfd! to inquire in here , we ſhall then under» 2 
ftand'in fach-a' manner; that Lighr ir (elf is'n p 
more clear. How often ate the People of Godt = 
here in miſerable Perplexities? and fay withthe 
Prophets , Verily thor -art- a God" that hideft Thy 
ſelf, O God of Iſrael the Savieur | Tisrrue a ſted> 
faſt Faith in the Providence of *God, that alk 
that he does, and all that he permits and diſpos *: 
ſes is bet, will quier their Patſions, and change - 

-rthe rempeſtuous Ocean. into the pacifick-$ea: 
bur when they are admitted into the Council of 
State above, and ſce the immediate Reaſons of 
his Decrees, what a Heavenly Wonder, what 
an exquilire Pleaſure will fill rheir Minds? 
when the original Fountains: of Wiſdom, as 
clear as deep, ſhall be opened, whar:{weer,Sa» 3 
risfaction will be ſhed abroad in their Spirits * 
They will fee the Beauty of Providence:w die © 
poſing remporal Evils in order to. their eternal © > 

elicity : that as in a curious $10 Get > 


po CES. 2 


do, FF 3 on. 


eſt Tinttures are ſo diſpoſed, as to giveLite; 
Grace to the orient Colours : So -all the 
Ctions of this Stare were but ſhadows..or + fouls, 
to make their. Faith , and Love, - and” Patience 
more agement, and their Reward.  ExX=h 
cellent. Whar our Saviour ſaid ro Peter, . 


cable tro the impenetrable. diſpepſari np: | 


« 
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Viderice to us in our mortal Stare: /aat-1 % YA 
thou" knoweſt not now, bis ſha! know hereafter: then = 
the oy bo dh rhe Secrets of his Connie: # 
: ſhall be nleakd, and we ſhall be able to ex« 3 
Bb ponnd _ 4 
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4 = the Sd bow aw" 4 of the 
jy. came” Meat , and-out of the Strong came 

=  Smweerneſs : we ſhall underftand thar his over- 
> ruling Providence is moſt eminently glorified, 
-. an extracting good out of Evil ; for we ſhall 
 Anow as we are known. 


CHAP. IV. 


The bleſſed effett of the viſion of God in | 
- the Saints. "Tis Produfiive and Conſer- | : 


. _wative of his glorious likeneſs, It affetts 
- them with the moſt humble wveneration of Þ 


Gods excellencies. It inflames them with } 
the moſt ardent love of God, ard of our 
Saviour, 


Will conſider the bleſſed Effects of the Vi- 
F fion of God in Heaven upon the Saznrs. Our 
Sawour tells us, Thx «s Life eternal, to know 
-. thee the only eruc God, and Feſus Chriſt whom thou NY 
”  baſt fk The beginning and introduction of | 
J Felicity, is by 2 lively Faith here, the con- 
"m0 farmarion of it 15 by rekens ſight in Heaven, 
"2 From the Viſion —_ Glory,. there will be | 
4s "0 of hislikenels impreſt on us. Pe ſhall Y 
5 be ke hov; for we ſhall v& him as be s. The | 
jon and happineſs 'of the Saints is. com- 
in.that Promiſe. "The Sun, when the Sky 
E clear and frene, forms onge 08.0 eee 


- 


impreffion. of Glory is in the . Saints, who ſee 
, S his Perfections in their infinite luſtre ? 'Tis the 
is wiledge of Chriſttans in this Life, above the + 
Burch under the Law, They behold in the ww; 
ts pel as in a Glaſs, the Glary of the Lord, and are; 
of Y changed into the ſame Image, from Glory to Glory. © 
th Y they become more Holy and Heavenly, more- * 
m purified and adorn'd with his Vertues and-Gra- 
| ces. Now if the Viſion of Chriit here in 2 
Glaſs, an eclip'ing Medium, be fo influxive ap- 
_ JF on Believers, what an illuſtrious and infallible 
i- | efficacy has the immediate, -clear,' and perma- 
ar F nent view of his Glory upon the Saints in Hea- 
w F ven? Thar fight.is productive and conlervarive ;, 
ou Y of his Image in its puriry and perfection for 
of F ever. 4 | TE 
N- 2 The Divine Preſence affects rhe Saints with” 
n. F the molt humble reverence and ſolemn venera=. 
eY tion,gf God. This is an eternal reſpect due! 
al Y from the intellectual Creature. to.the- Creavar;y 9 
1e Y upon the account of 'his-intinire and incommus/;-** 


n- } rucable Excellencies. He is diftinguiſtied not-+ © 


Y Fs from Idols, bur from Cyearures of -rhe - E 
p highelt Order , by as Ek ſupreme, and v 
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finſlar Namie, Fo M. Every _ of Fett & 
every ſpark of Life, every degree of Perfectic 
is from his Efficiency, $ entirely ups 


-oh his png Power. moſt eminent* 
Qualiries- of the kodmamidir are bur in ſow = | 
| appearance, com 'd 'with the realiry and fta-? 
' of his eros Narure.' In the Scri 
> . * Wiſdom, Holineſs , Goodneſs, Power, Trurh# 
, Immortality, are- attributed''tt> -God; with the 
= exclafion of all Creatures from thoſe Preroga-/F + 
- ives ; they being his effenrial, infinire and w-Þ} | 
comparable Perfections. They are ſeparable* 

 Qualiriesin the Creatures, like rhe gilding and! 

-.. enameling of baſer Meral :: bur in the Deity,+ 


a 
| 
- 
they are like ſubſtantial maſly Gold. There is} 4 
a vaſt diſtance berween created Beings; bur Þ 1 
the Diſtance berween a Fly, or a Worm, and F- | 
an Angel, is nothing to the diſtance berweenan Y 1 
=, Arch-angel and God : there being no compari Þ 1 
* fon berween finire an ininite. All-Crearnres Þ 1 
©, equally vaniſh, and diſappear as nothing,  com- 
> pard to the glorious Croinbily As if one from '} + 
© the Region'of the Stars ſhould look down up- | | 
= * ofh the Earth , the Mountains 'and Hills with JF |} 
the Vallies, would appear one flat Surface, an 
> equal Plain, the height and the lowneſs of the 
* ſeveral parts being indiſcernible at that immenſe 
artrance. 
Now it Heaven the Divine Majeſty 4s moſt 
=> viible and moſt awful and adorable. The fab- 
limeſt Spirits cover their Faces before his glorious 
Brightneſs. "The Prophet 7/aiah had a repre- 
- ſentation 'of Heaven : I ſaw the Lord fitting 
- eupon'a Threnehight and lifted .up, and Ins Train 
ela” i: | filed 
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filled the Temple. Above it ſtood the Seraphims + 4 
edch one bad Jix. Winds ; with twain he covered bus” © 
Face, | with: twain he: cover d his Feet, with twain ©. 
hexdid:fip.! And 1one cried to'-andther, and ſaith: ** 
: Help, holy, holy Lord of -Hoftz; the whole: Earth is" 


S full of +brr: Glory,” They highly honour him,'by 7 
re, Y the refledtion of his ſeparate and. peerleſs Ex» 
hl -cillencies; his Almighty Power, his Infinite Su-- - "7 
hell and Erernal Empire, in their canſetr- ® 


mJ 5:2. Heaven the Saints 'as perfectly love --* 
le Y God, as they-know him. This 1s the principal 7 
id | m_—_—_ Is and-Mer\ to the |blefled Cres > 
9, tor: tor his admirable Perfections, andhis excel 
is} Jent:Benefirs. The Evidence of 'it is ſo enrire, 
ur Y thar the reaſonable Mind cannor fuſpend its AG 
d }Y ſent : for Goodneſs and Beaury, the: Fruit and 
tche-Flower - of amiable [Things:,: do fo recom- 
mend: them tothe AJnderftanding arnd- Will, 
thavrhey powerfally allure-arid engage-the Af- 
feetions.- - Now theſe | arg,in God 1n 1inſpeak4- 
ble degrees of -Eminence. The Pro NY 
enr-1n a raprure, \How great # bi Goodneſs,” buw 
h 'Y great bis Beauty ! | 
n - :I'was: a Precept. of the Ceremonial 'Laws, 
ie £ that'the Firitlings ofthe Flock. ,1and-thevficſt 
lc F and-beſt Fruits of the: Earth ſhanld/be offered! 
F t0:God ;-not as if the firſt: that open'd therBekay 
ty:was more valuable in his Account than'ehe* 
laſt; or the moſt earlyFruits in-the Spring more «7 
to him than the later in the Aurummn'ys © 
5 "2 our ive; __ our: Love, the :firf# - © 
ief the Sout,: and the beginning of its ſtrength, . 
= Foyle nnd rely. arg Sr cr 
Ls Bb 3 The 
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by -The Love of God. is the Eſſential Charadter | 
6: | Be a Sainr, rhar diſtinguiſhes him from the Un- | 
-Jegenerate. Indeed, it:is ftrange that God, who 
' © Ss infinicely lovely., and infinitely. lberal-and 
” *benificent, ſhould nor /prevail -on\the Hearts'of 
> all Men;; bur if -we conſider the degeneracy of 
% - Mankind. how their Minds are depraved and 
- deceived, and rheir Aﬀections are viriated, the 
"Wonder will ceaſe. Carnal Men have not due 
E Conceptions of God; and will nor artentively / 
E- obſerve his amiable Perfections. St. Fobx. rells 
"4 us, He that loveth not, doth not know God. 'Know- 
-- -Tedg is the leading Principle in the Operarions 
-of rhe Soul.” There mult be a Heavenly Eye 
=. ro diſcover the Heavenly Beaury , before __ 
” -can be love of i. Now Men are in 
A darkneſs, and are defiled in Fleſh and Spriz.and 
£/ -therefore cannot love God who-is glorious. in 
- .  Holine6. Without reſemblance there can be 
-no Aﬀectionare Union, which is-the Eflence-of 
; "Love. The contrariery of Diſpoſitions-infers a 
. *eontrariery of Aﬀections. The Scriprure ex- 
preſſes rhis in dreadful Colours : The carnal 
Mind, is enmity againſt God : the Friendſhip of 
#be World # enmity with God © that is, Pride,.and 
Coverouſneſs , and Senfuality , which-are the 
b.. | Sr vet Tg, and are terminated | 
{pon worldly Things, are inconfittent wit | 
Love of God. The Jaltice of God is terrible } 
OS to:the Conſciences, Le his Holineſs. odious ro © 
the Aﬀections of the Unrenewed ; Tilt by Di 
vine - Grace the Underſtanding is enligfcened 
and purified to have right apprehenfions of 
| Ged; rill the Will and Atiections'are-cleanfed | 
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and changed ; -rill there be a-reſemblance' of  * 
God's holy Nature, and a conformiry to his ho» 3 
ly Laws, they-are not capable of _ ads = 
hering tro him, which is the int efſenkjaÞ-.. . 
Pro of Love. "% 
- But thoſe who are partakers of the Divine 
Nature, the Holy and Heavenly, taft and fee 
bow good. the I ord s ; and :c:ording to the Illu-., © 
ftrations of rhe Mind, fuch are the Impreſſions = 
upon the Hearr ; the Love of God in their” 3 
Breaſts here is like ſmoaking Flax, bur in Hea» 
yen 'tis a triumphant Flame. © God is the firſt 
Fair, the Original of all amiable Excellencies; *-* 
in whom they ſhine in their ' unſtained Luftre 3 
and Perfection ; . when he fully reveals himſelf, - 3 
and diſplays the richeſt Beams of his Love and 


Glory, how tranſporting and endearing is that - + 
Sighr ? Our Aﬀections thar. are now Tenaoel "4 
en many things, wherein ſome faint Reflections 
of his Goodneſs appear , ſhall rhen be unired'in © 2 
ene full Current ro him,» who « all in all. In 
Heaven the immenſe Treaſures of his Grace *-» 
are reveald. Thar when Man. for his rebe& © 
tous Sin was jufily expelled from Paradiſe, © 
and under the Sentence of -Erernal Death; -God _* 
ſhould nor only pardon , bur prefer us to the- ® 
dignity of his Children, and. prepare fuch a. 
Glory for us, and us. for fuch a Glory; this will ._.* 
inſpire the Saints with fuch- ardent Aﬀectiong 4 
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thar- will make rhem equal ro” the Angels; _ 
no pure and everlaſting Flames of Love-to +7 

In Heaven we ſhall be with Feſus the Medias 3 
tor of the New S_ , who # ſeated at the = 
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he appear to the Senſe and Soul of eyery gloris 


>” fed Saint ? for we ſhall ſee the King in bs Beau. 
au When -our Saviour was npon the: | 


unt, and one vaniſhing Beam 6f Glory-aps 


= peardin his Trans*guration,- Peter was fo rranf- : 
y _— at the fight, thar he forgor the World and : 

imfelf; How ravifhing then will the fight of ' 
him in his Triumphant Majeſty be, when we } 


ſhall. be rragtgur'd our ſelves? Now while Ber 
hevers are in the ſhadows of the- earthly State; 
they-/ove their urſeen $avieur with fuch intenſe 
degrees of afietion, as deface all the waſhy 


> , Colours, all the vain loves of things in this 
> World: bur when they are admitted into his - 
= ſhining Preſence, and ſee him in the day. of 


Celettial Glory ; with what an extaſy of Af 


tection will they: be: tranſported ? | 
We ſhall then feel. the endearing Obligations . 
out Saviour has laid upon 'us, who ranſom'd 


us with-ſo rich a Price , and -purchaſed for us 
ſuch an unvaluable Inhericance. For in pro- 

tion as we ſhall-underſtand his Greatneſs 
m himſelf, we ſhall his Goodneſs ro us. The 
Erernal -Son of God defcended from rhe Hea- 


.ven- of; Heavens ro our . lowly Earth ; and 


which 15: more , from the Majeſty wherein he 
there teigned, and was yiable ro the Angels ; 


» he became Man that he might-die, ro redeem 
us from the: moſt woful Caprivity, from Death, 


and-the ſting of Death , Sin, 'and the ſtrength of 


I *$in,"tb: Law, and obtain a bleſſed Lite and Im- 


mortality. for us. O unexampled Love ! Greater 


ove battr:no Mar thay this , to lay dewn bn Life 
/ 2.4 far 
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fal Man , a vaniſing? Vapour;za Life mixed” 
with Troubles and eXALION ; and 


-- 


n, and wikout-End, for Inimc 
Trivilego 'de'ro his ,* and} - 
mies,' for the.,worlt Enemies , ira huh "q 
ture from obedience-to their Creator, and 1 Ss 

; # 55 4 Love truly Divine, and infinitely 

e # not only rhe: Aﬀections , -bur an under{ ending | 
y and knowleds of all Creatures, 3. Briefly, 
Y he gave KS Tak [Croqures, Babe 5 BON = 
is | us) the” moſt excellent teſtimonies - of Love p 
f F} «har-we'can receive from Love it ſelf, and we” © 
+ ſhall love him with all the ftrengrh of our glos 2 
F riked SPAS. 
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Union with God by Knowleds and Love, 
.... Cauſes the perfettion and felicity of the 
+; Saints, That Union briefly. unfolded. The 
pleaſure that ſprings' from Knowleag, In 
-'» Heaven the knowledg of the. Saints mcom- 
'parably excels the knowledg acquir'd bero, 
be felicity that flows from the enjoyment 
of -God, that fully ſatisfies the love of the 
© - Saints. The bleſſed Communion between 
k. the Saints and Chrift in Heaven... The 
© Iove of the Saints is moſt fully pleaſed in 
© the Glory of God, 
4 Ui= with God by Knowledg and Love, 
Z accompliſhes the Perfection and Hap- 
bs | pineſs of the Saints. . 'The moſt per- 
E  micious cflect of Sin, is the ſeparation of the 
S Wal from God : and the reſtoral of usro Ha 
”  pineſs, is by re-union with him. This we 
rain by Chriſt, who is Emanuel in his Nature, 
and by Office, who rook our Fleſh which he 
offer d as a Sacrifice to God to attone his Dif-. 
pleaſure, and gives his Spirit to dwell in ws, as 
a IE active Principle, by whoſe ſpecial 
operation Faith is produced in our Hearts ; thar 
” 3, ſuch a belief of his Lovein redeeming us, as 
Inſpire us with a fincere and ſuperlative Love 
= ro him; and by theſe vital , we are u- 
ited ro him , a_ 2 a 
\£- 
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live the fame Life with him in Grace and 


s -» 


ow in Heaven 'our Union” with God is 
more near and noble, more intimate and it» 
} fluential, more inſeparable and erernal. "Tis 
'* | obſervable in natural Cauſalties, that whar. $4 
be of a more refin'd and purer Nature, 'is more * 
In # adtive and penetrating, and more cloſely unites -* 
#*» } with other things, than what is more'grols and  * 
0, material. Light, which | is the pureft Quality 
Mt in the World, actuares all Colours, and makes 
; them viſible, and actuares the Eye, and conv 
i the lively Image of the Object with ſhini 
ve 
7 


vidence into it. The Sun ſhoors irs inviſible Vir © 
tue into the deepeſt Mines. ' Fire is-more fi | 
tile and pure than Water, and will pierce into 7 
ſolid Merals, which rhe Warer cannot ſoak ins 
ro. The glowing Iron ſeems to be all Fire. 
Now God is the pureſt Spirit, and of infinite 
energy , and can. unite | himſelf ro our Spirits; 
more intimarely than the cloſeſt Union berween 
any Creatures i the World. He unires himſelf 
to the Underſtanding by an immediate irradigs 
rion, and diſcovery of his glorious Excellencies.” + 
Is thy Light , faith the Plalmiſt , we' ſhall ſee > 
Le. fle unites himſelf ro the Will, by the © - 
infuſion of his Love, and by thar, drawing forth-- *: 
our Love to him: This Union is compleat in 
Heaven, and moſt . communicative of the Di»: 


vine Influences to the Saints; and tly -- 2 
their raſey and warraar God , is in the © 
buy egrees thar created Spirits are capable  - 
of. This 1s the moſt defirable and | ff 
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of reaſonable Creatures ; for God.is the ever.» 
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- towing Fountain -of Felkciry, the” only *ftable 
. Seer of the Soul, »wherein bis repoſes it {ef 
 Jor ever. Accordingly the Pfalmilt ſpeaks, Re- 
= earn: to thy Reft; O my Soul, for the Lord hath dealt 
1 Sounzifully with thee, 
=” -» When the Soul opens its Eyes to the clear 
> aliſcoveries of the firſt Truth, in which is no 
- - ſhadow of Error, and its Breaſt to the dear and 
Intimate iumbraces of the Supream Good, in 
Which is no mixture of Evil, and beyond which 
ns; remains to- be known}, nothing ro be 
£fjoy'd, 'what a Deluge of the pureſt and ſweert- 
el Pleaſures will overflow it-? We -cannor af- 
= --.cend in-our Thoughts ſo-high , as to conceive 
> - the excels of Joy that atrends thoſe Operations 
of the glorified -Soul -upon its proper Object, 
© But ſomething we may conjecture. | 
Thoſe: who are poſlelsd with a noble Paſſion 
cor Knowledg , : how do they defpiſe all lower 
Pleaſures it compariſon .of it ? Mow do- they 
” - Target themſclyes, neglect rhe Body, and retire 
> Amothe Mind , the. higheſt: part of Man, ,and 
- - -neareſt 10'God ? The bare apprehenſion of ſuch 
* things that-by-their 'internal Nature have no 
-* 24trrattive/muence upon the AﬀeCtions, is plea- 
+ anr'wo the Underſtanding. As the appearance 
nof Light,-thongh;nor -arrended-with any other 
viſible [Beauties ; refreſhes the Eye after long 
yUarkneks:$0o' the clear. diſcovery.of. I'ruths, how 
2abltratt fo.ever, that- were. betore-unknown,. is 
a o-the-inrellective Faculty, Thus ſome 
» © %have been-\trangely tranſported - with the plea- 
# _ fare of a;Mathemarical- Demonirarion, when 
. *hecEyidence, -not the Importance, of the thing 
.o » aan | | Was 
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bamen of delight than "he "(pecularion-obvFE; "Þ 
and Numbets-?- So/or whennear his: Eid, © 
fome-of his Friends that ' viſited him were - 


Cos RY 


and opening his - raiſin hs Head vo ire 
arrenrion ; be xk Za, 
of ir ? Anſwered, opts 
underſtand what you are tiſcourſing ' 
of, T may die. Such 'was his de- 4 | 
hgke in Keorclelly thr? wit Jaalet 4 


lp ir made fs "Agony - in ſen Noo. | Þ 4 
le. {35 
Bur here are whey Te "that 16m... y 


this intelleqnal Pleaſure, wo ſhall ceaſe” 
Heaven. Here the acquiſirion of Knowledg'is 2 
_ db the expence of Health: Operates 2 

irs, neceflary for natural 

1s rk by intenſe Thouphts How often-#re 
oe ipyema fickly > [As rhe Flint -wheni#tis © 
ruck, gives not a fpa T———_— by 
ſelf ; .So.Knowledg is . obtain'd by Su = 
waſte our faint erfirive Facuhries. _ Femny” i 
regs Law be a free emanati 
ruth, without our 1a Wand 
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== Minds cannot extricare DE 
*- How many ſpecious' Errors impoſe .our 
Underſtandings ? We an on on things by fl 


jt 1-7 mages h deceiving 2 Bur then 
our -— + >a ſhall jy, 2-2 nga complear. 
There is no Tree in the Celeſtial Pa- 


- * madiſe, as no inordinate Aﬀection. Bur ſuppoſe 
» That all things in the, compaſs of the ocld 
©  wereknown, yet ſtill there would be emprineſs 
preniie ko ee for rhe molt com 
3 ive knowl of things that are infuf- 

5 make us happy , cannor. afford rrue 
* Satisfaction. Bur then we ſhall fee God in all 
® his Excellencies, the fupream Object and End, 
the only Feliciry of the Soul. How will the 
|: dhe of bi lars Prfcios i th mo» | 
ment quench our extream Thirſt, and fill us 
with Joy and Admirarion. ? Tis nor as the na- 
F- ed conception of Treafures , that only makes 
= gichin Jdegs, bur that Divine fight gives a real 
--- ancereſt in. him. The Angels. are fo rayiſh'd 
-”  ,with the Bokurics and wonders. of his Face, 
© that they never divert a moment from the con- 
— + templation of it. 

2. The pure { =" of rhe Saints to God is ful- 
- park in the poſſeſſion and enjoyment. of 
ty the greateſt delight and 
pur nongy is ſhed abroad in their Hearts. 
conſidered as. an Aﬀection of Eriendſhip, 
4 oe on attended with rwo Deſires; to_be al- 
= ſured of Reciprocal Loye, | and to enjoy the 
© Converſation of the Perſon beloyed , the teſti- 
E.. mony of his Efteem and Geod-will. 
, ht Thus kind of .* Afﬀection oye 
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be inconfiftent with-rhar infinite 'diftance that's _ 
Hf : The vine Majeſty; 6 
*propottionable to ' his Goodneſs. Accordi 
our Sxviour promiſes, He that" lhoes me, 
loved of my Father, and I will love him, and 'me- 
mfeft- my ſelf unto him. And ro confirm our b& 
Hef of 'this aſtoniſhing Condeſcenrion, repeats ' 
it, If a "Man love me' , 'my Father will' love bimk, 
and we will come to bim, and make our” abode with 
him. In the preſent ſtare ,, the figns of God's 
ſpecial Favour are exhibired to hig Fri Now 
he beſftows on- them - the' honour: ' of being tis -_ 
Sons, rhe Graces and Comforts of his "he © 
prockges Sarenges his'Love , —_ MA x + 
edemption. _ rt m eminency degrees, ' "i 
Eanctionrd? his Love, and the Effedts-of hls." 
Beneficence, are incomparably more glorious'* *; 
Heaven. Here the Saints are -adopred;, there  * 
crown'd. There he opens all rhe bright Tre. 
fares-of his Wiſdom, rhe Riches of his'Goud- 
neſs, the Beauries of. his HolineG,* rhe Glories ' - 
of his Power, and by the intimare© application 
of his Preſence makes his Love moſt ic ; 
them. Infinite Goodneſs excites and draws 
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; the word. Mine , inithe fweereſt and moſt- reats 
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God. is Light efſentially, and the Gehr. of 
Glory- will transform-us into; his, Lene, 
how dear and joyful is he prefers fake Sake: þ 
ro Chriſt ? He then ſees of the travel of hu Soul, © 
the fruit of hi ſharp Sufferings and bleedin Loves C 
2 5 nd ' The deligh gia, " It; 10. 0 

all: his Spiritual Progeny y brought; to' 7 

Heaven, made-pattakers.of his Glory and <q} 
Joy in his everlaſting Kingdom ? . For ' 
to the extenr of rhe Object, and dearnefs of .the 
Aﬀection, | Joy riſes. He will then preſent " 
to his Father with infinite complacency 
bold, here am. I, and the Children whom cn bet 


The deareſt Aﬀedtions - of - Chriſt and. rhe. : 
"os nao may are murual and reflexive... 
fo, and for, Coord Hom che pri 
ire, 4 , orvow m 
Solomon Jo his beloved Wife, are, as it-were, © 
Characters in the Bark, -ro be underſtood in a ©. 
ſpiritual Senſe, of the Myſtical Marriageiof 
.hriſt and the Church. Whar endearing enger«. 
courle is there berween: the moſt perfect -Lover 2? 
and his Spoule - inſpird with -the ſame pure 
Flame ? Here amiable PerfeAtions:arrat his 
Eye and. Heart : Thou art-all fair, my Love, there 
x no ſpot in thee, Cant. 7. His \in 'the 
Church 3s his unvaluable 'Freature : My Vines 
yard; which s mine, « ever before me. He 
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= - der manner: And the Church, with the far 
” , harmoniiis AﬀeCtions , ſpeaks of Chriſt. Shy 
-  contemplares in a ſoft exrafy his ever-ſarisfying - 
Beauty. My Beloved « the chiefeſt of [teri thous 
 - Jand,be altogether lovely,Cant. 10.16. She breaks 
=. peo y Beloved pany + am hb 
- Cant 6. OED of joy ov 
=; * and Union, we may 'aſcend' in our 'Though 
> What are the Joys of Heaven, where rhe | 
=”  miinion of Chriſt and rhe Church is entire and 
= * Yoo ninterrupted for ever. If Faith and Love 
-” . out unſeen Saviour produce a Foy wnſpeakable 
and ploriow, as if Believers were wrapt up'to 
- Paradiſe or Paradiſe deſcended into them, what | 
> will the fight and fruition of him ? There is as. * 
3 =_ a difference in degrees berween the Joy? 
s. 7: 
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| t flows from the and application + 
of Faith, and the Joy from Viſion and-full Poſe. - 
” -{tffion ," as. berween the impreflion of Joy. the. 
= - Forerunner of Chriſt felr, when he ſprang in 
the Womb ar the coming of our Saviour ; and: - 
his raviſhing Joy , when he ſaw Chriſt, and 
F: inred him our ro his Diſciples , Behold the 
-. Lamb of God, that takes away the Sins of the 
- World. | 
q 3. The fupream Joy of the Saints is. for the 
= Felicity and Glory of God himſelf. For as the 
- \ holy Soul feels no' more powerful morive to 4; 
 Sbve God; than becauſe he is moſt worthy of it, - | 
as he is God , a Being of infinite Excellencies, Þ 
© and therefore to be loved above the deareſt Per- 
+ Ons and Thirgs , even ir elf; fo the higheſt I. 
- joy it of is from this conſideration, "34 © 
» that is:infinitely blefſed: and glorious. For 316 
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oY = d. I Heaven the Love of 

rs 1s In us higheſt cr 

ad they. lee lory. inthe moſt | 
, which cauſes 'a tranſcendent Joy ro on 4 
{ rhis is one reaſon -why' the Sainrs, tho ſhi- 


ing with unequal degrees of es 
content. - For their moſt ardenr love dy 
.on God, rhar he i. pitatd 20H . 
Wt by ſuch various communications of his pooh» + 

eſs, is full -farisfaction. ro. _ - 
x ok Deſires. - Befides., in * Sic itag; habebit 
-ahoſe different Degrees of donum aliud- alld __ 
Glory, every one is fo con. mim, we hic quegy 3 
/ tent with his own, * thar 4onunt habeat, we - 
* there is no pollible defire of v4/# amplins "Y 
being bur what he is. 
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CH AP. VI a 


The Communion of the Angels and Saints itt © 
Heaven affords the pureſt Pleaſure, Love 
unites them, The allays of Love ceaſe 
there, As Love us _= ed in its objeth 
and degrees , ſuch is the delight that res 
' - fats from it. The Foy of Heaven is withs 

I. our defett or end. The produttive cauſes 
, of it, are always equal. The Face of 

God Ska s ſhines LEE ard the contems 
| #45. fixed," The conſt ant Che if 
4 foyment YA 
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” . joyment of God in-Heaven, does not leſſen 
delight of | the ' Saints. The reaſons why: 
- . the fruition - of \fenſible” things  withoue 
© change « tedious. All thoſe - cauſes of 
> Afwifattin ceaſes Heaven, The Sohn 
.. have as pa ads rs of their happts 
neſs. for ever as in the beginning of it. 


4 N [Heaven the inmmerable: Company of Amu- 
= gels; and. the general Aſſembly of the. Churgh 
of the Firſt-born,- as they receive' Happinels 

from 'the fight "of 'God+, fo rhey. communicate 
the- pureſt Pleaſure to one: anorher. An anfeign-- 
ed ardent Aﬀection unites that pure Sociery. 
Our Love is now kindled , either from a rela» 
yon'in Narure; or a-civil Account, or:{ome vi-- 
= fible Excellencies that render a/Perſoh'worthy 
© . of our Choice and Friendſhip: bur in Heaven 
- he Reſon” are” greater, and the degrees of 
» Love incomparably more fervensg, All Carnal: 
*.- Allances and Reſpects ceaſe in that fupernatu- 
zal State, - The Apoſtle:rells us,-If I have known 
; Chriſt after the Fleſh, "I know him. ſo no more, By 

>» the Reſurrection and Aſcenſion of Chrift he was. 
- - tranſported\into another World-, "and had 'com- 
2 mxmon witch him as. an Heavenly King, wirth- 
out low- regards. 16 the «ternporal Priyiledg of 


- * converfing with him on Earth: The ſpiritual 


Relation 1s more near and nent | the 
| ftricteſt Band of Narure. "The Saints have all 
--  Wlation to the fame Heavenly Father, and to 
bo Sow Chrif the Prince of Peace , and Head of 
-. Wat happy Fraternity. *The principal dhotives 
VE | pi 
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| Fyes 4 
Eight rhan what is ſenſible; a diviner Beauty 
than what is Corporeal,”and'a'nobler Love than 
whar- is ſenfnal. David declares that all by de- 
lioht was inthe Excellent. Bur there arc allays 'Y 
this Spiritual 'Love here. - For; | - 
© . © x. There are Reliques of: Frailry: in the beſt % 
[4 Men on Earth; fome iſhes thar render then 
* AH1efs amiable when diſcovered. Here their Gra» 
= ces are mix'd with Infrmities, and bur aſcend 
ding ro Glory. Accordingly our Love to theny 
mutt be regular, and ſerene, not clouded vitly- 
Error, miſtaking- Defects for amiable Qualiries} 7 
Bur in Heaven, ke Image' of God” is complear,” 
by the union- of all the glorious Verraes | 
fire to its perfection, Every-Saint there axaCQt-' 
thee with the firſt Exemplar , a Divine" 
ury- ſhines in them ever durable, a Beauty 
that darrs no contagious Fire, thar is inviolable 
and can ſuffer no mjury. 'The Apoſtle relis-ugy". * 
= The Church ſhall be gloria in Holineſs, without" 
4 Jper or wrink/e, or oy _ thar may caſt afi-* 
I & of deformiry upor 
| 2. In the: preſent ſtare this leaſt part of the 
> Oainrs Worth is viſible, As the Earth is fruirful 7 
+  in-Plants and-Flowees, bur its-Riches-are ci 2 
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in ſenſible Actions, but 


, *D fe animum be. ts Glory Pl (wqgerD * The o- 
,” #f virilicivet in- ry fake of Aims , To 
ex magni- he fnpretees the 


pes fo Cn ifit - propos the-inre- 


b gents ! Beauties of - Holineſs, are 
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- / page only ſeen, by God. Beſides, 
bk 0b *ef ai ſuch is the " miliry of. emai- 
eNemu: nent Saints, that the more 
abound in ſpiritual Trea- 


fares, they leſs F wo Ga As the Heavenly Bo- 
+ dies when in nedtyſh conjunction with the Sw, 
and” fulleſt of Light, make the leaft appeorance 
to onr fight. But all their Excellencies ſhall 
then be in view. The Glory of God ſhall be re- 
vealed in them. And how attractive is the Di- 
vine Likeneſs to an holy Eye? How will it ra- 
yiſh the Saints . to behold an immortal Loveli- 
.nels ſhining in one another ? Their Love is re- 


'Ciprocal, proportionable to the cauſe of it. An 
I = equal, conſtant Flame is preſery'd by pure Ma- 


- terials. Every one is perfectly amiable, and 
perfectly enamourd with all. How-happy is 

_thar ſtate of Love ? The Plalmilt breaks our 
"1a Raprure, Behold how good and pleaſant it s 
Bray Brethren to dwell together in Umty | Love is 
the Beauty and Strength of Societies, the Plea- 
fare of Life... How excellent is the Joy of the 
- Bleſſed, when the Prayer of Chriſt ſhall be ac- 
4—no Arp thar ' they all may be. one 5 as thou 


- Father art in me , and I in thee , that” "they alſo 


\ $4 be one nu, God is 


One in his 
glorious 
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and ſweereſt Concord, an Erernaf 
Agreement in Tempers and Tnclinations. There 


bY 


. # 3 "2 


and 


are no envious Compariſons ; for Love that afs. 


fectively transforms one into anorher, cavſes the 
Glory of every Saint to redound to the Joy of 


all. Eve 
of all, a 


” it melts and 


- adds to/irt. Sv 
2 that Celeſtial Fire wherein they all burn, ' thax 


one rakes his ſhate in the Felicity 
Such is the Power of 


mixes Souls .in; fuch an intire Us 


> on, that by Complacence , and an inrimare 
Joy, the Bleſſedneſs of all is, as it were, 'pro- 


per to every 


one ; as if every one were phct _ 


” In the Hearts of all, and all in the Hearr of 


| every one, 
\ Chrittians in 


If in the Church of rhe Firit-born 
the earthly Feruſalem, the Band of 


+ Charity was fo ftrict, that 'ris faid, the Mids 
titude of Believers were of one Heart, and one 


Soul ; How 


much more intimate and_inſepas 


rable is the Union of the Sainrs in Feruſalem a> 


bove, where 


every one loves another as hims 


ſelf 2 "Tis recorded of Alexander, that entring 
with Hepheſtion his Favorite , into the Pavilion 
of the Mother of Darius, then his Priſoner, the 
bowed to the Favorite, as having a greater ap*- 
pearance of Majeſty, thinking him to be Alex» 
@nder : Bur adviſed of 'her Exror, ſhe humbly 


bege'd his Pardon. 'To whom 
generous King replied, 
\ G@id nat err, Mather, this # alſo ander,:ft,Curt.l,3. | 
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Non erraſti Mas. 
Tou ter,nam hic Alex» 
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” - friprion of @ afd its Beaury 

* WM-4tS Doc Ap where all is Love; 
all is Delight he At it fAlf is irs own Re- 


: 


s enlarged with reſpect to the Object, and-its 

degrees, ſuch is nts and delight 
that refults from it, In that bleſſed Society 

there is. a conftant receivirg and prrveniing O 

. Love and. Joy. And. thar double exercife of 
the Saints, in the perfect circle of Love, is like 
* - the pleafanr labour of the Bees, who all the day 
are. flying-to the Gardens, and returning ro their 


Spirits from fragrant Flowers , ma» 
ig ſweer Honey. O' how do they rejoyce 
and 'trumph.in the Happineſs of one another 2 


embrace 2 What: Reciprocations of Endear- 
ments are between them ? O their raviſhing 
Converſation, and ſweer Entercourſe! for their 
Preſence -rogether in Heaven is not a filgnt 
Show. In the Transfiguration, Moſes and Elias 
- talkd with Chrift : We may underſtand a lirtle 
_ of. it, by. the ſenfible complacence that is a: 
among fincere Friends here. In pure Amity 
= there is a three-fold Union : a Union of Re- 
& ſemblance, that is the principle of it ; likeneſs 

+ cauſes Loye : a Union of Afﬀection., that is irs 

= RCs. . 
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As that benign and pleaſant Aﬀection! 


| Hives, and all their Art- is in extracting the . 


: - With what an unimaginable tenderneſs do they : 
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Mee  Efſence ; "is faid of Fonathan, that incom a | 
0 ble Friend, hs Soul was knit with the Soul of Das 


and Providence oyer them in this Warld:, ; bug | 4 
Cc  _ eps 


- 
Py OT I 


vid; and he loved him as his own Soul : the Union 


. of Converſation, that is requiſite ro- the fri 


Action of Love. What an etertainment- of 
Hove and Joy-is there in the preſence and-dits . 


-courſes-of dear Friends ! their mutual Afpetts; 


like a-Chain compos'd of Spirits luminous and 


active, \draw and faften their Souls to one ano-* 


ther : The Feliciry of Love conlifts in their 


"Converſation. Now/ in Heaven whatever is 
pleaſant in Friendſhip is in Perfection ; and 


whatever is diftaſtful by Mens Folly and Weak- 
neſs is aboliſhed. Wirth what excellent Diſcour- 
ſes do. they entertain one another > If David 


felr ſuch inward Pleaſure from the ſenſe of 
"God's Favours, that he could not reſtrain the 


expreltion of ir, bur invites the Saints, Come 


and hear, all ye that fear the' Lord, ard I will tell 


you what he has done for my Soul. Certainly in 
Heaven, the Bleſſed with overlowing Aﬀections 


- recount the Divine Benefits : the admirable Me- 


thods , whereby the Life of Grace was begun, 
preſery'd and.carried on in the midit of Temps» 


\ tarions ; the continual Succeſſion of Mercies 1n 


the time of their Hopes , and the Confumma- 
tion of all in the time of their enjoyment. How 
joytully do they concur in their Thankigivings 
ro for the Goodneſs of Creation : 1n ma- 
king them . reaſonable Creatures , capable to 
know, love and enjoy him , when they -might 
have been of the loweſt Order in the-whole 
Spheres of Beings-; for his compaſſionate Care 
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| ; E op the Saints above gs the yy *- 


700 


_ A— = Eg 


| heal for his { _ fingular Mercy- in 


CE 
Ing Sockung them from the cruet 
Ly « of Sin ; for his moſt 


We "oa HEAVEN Chap. vi 


free E, law yeorer them from all rheir | 
'Guilr by the Death of his only Son, and glori- | 


fied Gans with himſelf. They are never w 
in this delightful Exerciſe, bur continually biek 
Him for his Mercy that endures | for ever. 

may judg by the Saints here, when tb. in 
a fit diſpoſition to praiſe God , what Fervors 
they feel in rheir unired Praiſes of him in Hea- 

ven. "The P/almift in an Extaſy calls to all the 
parrs of the Worlg ro join with him ; The Lord 


b . reapns, let the Heavens rejoice , and the Earth be 


glad ; let the Sea roar, let the Fields be joyful, and 
all that dwell therein. He defires that Nature 
ſhould be elevared above ir {clf , that the dead 
parrs be inf! ired with Life, the inſenſible feel 
of Joy , and thoſe that want a Voice 
forth in Praiſes, tro adorn the Divine 
With whari Life and Alacriry will 
the Saints i in their blefſed Communion celebrate 
the Object of their Love and Praifes* The 
Seraphims about the Throne cried to one another, 
ro expreſs their Ztal and Joy, in celebrating 


his Eternal Puriry and Power, andthe Glory + | 


his Goodneſs. O the ble Pleaſure of 
this Concert! when every Soul is harmonious, 
and contribures his part ro the full Muſick of 
Heaven. O could we hear but ſome. Eccho of 
thoſe Songs wherewirh the Heaven of Heavens 
xeſounds, ſome remains of thoſe Voices where- 
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els of Honour”; for his . 
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the- Fon Adoration of the —_ of 
how.would, ir mflame our Deſires-to be _ 
with them 2 ' Bleed are- thoſt that are uy 
Hooe, they almays prarſe thee. 

; '3- The fulneſs'of Joy in Heaven is everlaſhs 
ng withour defect, and without end.” Gs 

'Tisundecaying, the productive Cauſes as 

anajne of it, Cain always equak "Thoſe 
are-the bearifick Object, — , 
itjon of it. Whilſt we are here below, rhe Suns | © 
of Righteouſneſs, as to our perception arid * 7 
tenſe, Aſcenfions-and Declinarions, Accetles | 
and 3 Receſſes. And ourEarth 'is fidr ſo 
but fome Vapours ariſe thar intercept tus chan 
ful refreſhing Light. Frome hence are al- 
regnare fa_s of Spiriraal Comforts and 
Sorrows, of Doubts and filial Contidence in rhe 
Saints. "Tis a rare Favour of Heaven, whet 
an arr Believer in his Up is {0 
circumſpect, as riot to provoke ro 4 
aa againſt him > When a Chrifties (as: 
thoſe rutelar Angels ſpoken of in the Goſpel) 
always behold the Face of his Heavenly Fas 
ther, and converſes with & hin with an holy 'Li- - 
berry. And whar a t hiding of Gods 
Face 15 to a deferred Soul, know who 
feel it. External troubles "are many times - 
tended wirh more Confolations to the 
than AfMictions to Senſe ; bur to love God with: 
a tranſcendent Aﬀection , and ro INN 
Enemy, no Puniſhment exceeds, of is 
R. - As his Lovi p-kindneſs in cheir offer is) 
betrer than Life, Diſpleaſure is worſe that 
Deark, How «beg wreſtle with God: by. 
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Ard and Tears," and offer, as-it were; a bo- 


%) 


Oo tranſient, or the Eye fo weak 
= -Jy-c:it-bur-by glances, the height of Joy would. 
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Violence ro the King;of Heaven, to recover 
iv-firſt- farenity. of Mind-, the loft Peace of 
? How paſſionately do they cry our with 
Fob, in-the Book of his Patience, © that I were 


us in months paſt, as in the days when God preſer- 


wed mie : when by Candle ſhin'd upon: my head, 
and-when by his Light I walk'd through darkneſs-: 


= «1 was 1n the days of my Youth, when the Secret .. 
* of God was upon my Tabernacle, Job. 29. 2,3. 
> And ſometimes God delays the revealing him- 


{elf even to his deareſt Children-; not that he 
does not {ce their Neceſlities , and_ hears their 
Prayers , or is fo hard thar rill their Extremi- 
ties he is not moved. with Compaſlion, bur for 
Wiſe and holy Reaſons ; Either that they may net 
return to Folly, if by any prefumpruous Sin rhey 
forfeired their | Peace.; or if they have been 
careful to pleaſe him, yer he may deprive them 
of Spiritual Comforts tor, a time, ro keep them 
e, and that with an obedient reſignation 

to: his Sovereign Pleaſure they may waar for his 
reyiving Preſence. And rhen Joy rerurns greater 
than-before. For thus God-ulually renders with 
iaterelt whar he ed only for-rrlal. Bur 
the Saints above for ever enlighrned with 
the viral ſplendo®and dear regards of his Coun- 
tenance, always enjoy his beamy ſmiles, A- con- 
tinual effuſion of. Glory illuſtrates Heaven and 
all-ts-blefſed Inhabitants. Errol ts 
And: their Contemplation of God is; fixed. If 
the Obyect, though bony goon were 
that it cayld on- 
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not be) . Bur the mind is rd wich"= 
ſupernatural "vigour ,ro' ſee-rbe brightneſs ® 
God's Face, and'by-rhe moſt atrenrive appli - 
tion always converſes- with rhat blefled Objetz - 4 
f that the Joy of ' Heaven is never intermirred 
for a moment. They always ſee, and' love, and,”*® 
rejoice, and praiſe him. 7 

'Tis poſſible' a carnal ſuſpicion may ariſe'qn 
ſome, as if the uniform perpetual viſion of -hB + 
ſame Glory might loſe irs perfect delightfulneſs 
For thoſe who ſeek for happineſs in the vaniry® 7 
of 'the Creatures, are always defirons of change, --3 

and have their - Judgments fo corrupred, thar, 
while they languiſh with a ſecret defire afrer an 

- unchangeable Good, yer they conceive no Good 
as deſirable, that is nor changed. 

Bur to- correct rhis groſs errour of Fancy, let 
us-# litrle enquire into the cauſes of Diffarisfa-* * = 
ion, that make the ' conſtant fruition of the: 

ſame thing here to be redious. | 
- Senſible things are of ſuch a limited Good- 
neſs, thar.nor- any of them can ſupply all our 
preſent wants, fo that - 'tis neceſſary ro: leave 
one for- another, And the molt of them are 
Remedies of our diſeaſed Appertires,- arid if nor 
remperately uſed, are deftructive Evils. Eat- 
ing and Drinking are to extinguiſh Hunger and 
Thirſt but continued beyond jult meaſure, bes 4 
come nauſeons. Befides , the Inſufficiency of \. * 
their Objects , the Senſes themſelves cannot be - 
fatisfed-all at once. - The Ear cannot atrend to 
delighrful Sounds , and - the Eye” be intent on 
beauriful Colours ar the ſame” time. The-Sa* ©» 
tisfaction of one Senſe defeats another of en-\-"* 
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therefore the ſameOb- * 


py 4» En bur the Hearr is. 


iſe ot from as many Cauſes, as there are 
unaccompliſhed. Add farther, all things. 
r the Sup atiord- only a ſaperficial __ 
© nd miſerably deceive rhe Expectations raiſed 
"of them: and many times there-is a mixture of 
ſome evil in them, rhart is more offenſive, than. 
, he good is delightful. The Honey is attended 
ith a. Sting, fo that often thoſe very things-we 
hgh after through vehement defire, when - 
"are obrained, we figh for grief, Now all thele 
Cauſes of diffarisfation 


ceaſe. in- Heaven ; * for 


* Vitae nes tadium te- 


ret timor mertis, nas 
fat omne conſiulium , 


nec implere nos _ulls 


« Falicitas poret. Cau- 
"Ta autem eft, quod 10 


 perveninns ad lid 


borwm immenſum & 


: ” inſupcrabile , #ubi ne- 


refſe ct, confiftat wobis 
woluntas neſtra, quia 
altra ſummum non. oft 
focus. Senec. £p.74. 


e moſt rajſed ho 
as he is more glorious in Himſelf 
borrowed Repreſentations, 


'there 18 an infinite variety 


in God, and whatever is. 
truly gene is _ 
nently en in, 

And in "his Preſence all 
the Powers of the Sout 
are. drawn out in their 
moſt pleaſant exerciſe; 
and always enjoy their en- 
tire happineſs. The fru- 
itioa of him exceeds our 
,as much 
hn in any 
God will be to us 


incomparably above what we can ask or think, 


The-compalſs of our thoughts, rhe de 
t meaſures 0 


defires cre im 


of our 
his Per- 


fections.. And- as he- is a Pre Good in Him- 


ſe, fo-he is 


fevalent over all evil. ' Tis e- 


4 vident therefore., that. nothing can allay the 


Joys 
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k 2 
$-of Sairts, when they arc in Gods' prey 
2. Novelty is not requiſite to ingratiate ever} i 
Good , and make it per- 1 
fedtly delightful. t God is oF. 
infinitely happy,ro whom en, 5 avi apgtis © 
no Good was ever new. ndIsyi5ai.0:3 $0486 2 
'Tis indeed the Sauce that a4 wiav x daily 2 
gives a delicious taſte ro X<4f* 1edyny. ' 
inferior things. For Men Erb. I. 7.c. ult. | 
reliſh only what is emi» _ 
gent ; and the good rhings of this World art - - 
ſo truly mean, thar they are- feign wo borrow 
2 ſhew of Greatneſs by compariſon wirh' a- 7 
worſe eſtate preceding. But an infinire Good | ©} 
ces always. the {ame pure cqual compleat > 
, becauſe it ariſes from its intrinfick per-- © 
jon, that wants no Foil to commend it. The: 
B/almiſt breaks forth , Mbom have 1 in Heaven i 
ue thee 2- This is no vaniſhing Raprure, burz ... 
conſtant joyful height of Aﬀection. God, the” +2 
eſſential Happineſs of the Saints, is always pet= 2 
fectly lovely and delightful ro rhem. MN 
3- The glorifed Saints im every Period of 
their happy State, have as lively a perception 
of ir as -in the beginning, To make this evi» 
_ > muſt Awe —_ Ur gre of No» 
ry {pri m a quick ſente of rhe oppoktte: © -- 
terms , hoc mn in the want-of -* © 
ſome defired Good , and after our obtaining it, 
Now the Mind is more intenſe on the advans 
tage, and more ſtrongly affected ar firſt. -. One 
newly. freed from the torments of a-ſharp Dib. 
eaſe, feels. a greater pleaſure than from a con» 
Cc4 ſtant 
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#Fanr tenour of health. Thoſe who are rais'd 
from a low ſtate ro eminent Digniry, are rranſ- 
ported with their firſt change, bur in tra& of 
time the remembrance of rheir mean condirioa: 


o Co 
- 
. 3 . 
- 
bes © 
” 
wo d 


\ a. MY "Y P'S" TR"... \ 
oy 4 a f - w x " , 
, « &.. i & 
LE & ' - wy w ca 4 - TEE i A, ' . _ 
HE | EF N | 
4 Z _—__ 7 o 
7 . ap. 


3s ſo weakned and {ſpent , thar 'ris ſike the ſh: 


" dow of a Dream; and proportionably their Joy 


is tefſened. Honours like Perfumes, by cuſtom 


- are Teſs ſenhible ro rhoſe that carry them. Bur 


the Saints above always conſider and feel the 
excellent difterence berween their fuflering and 
triumphant ſtare. They never tlofe rhar raviſh- 
Ing-parr of felicity, the vivid ſenſe of paſt evils. 
*Fherr reflections are. always as ſtrong on the 
Miſery from whence rhey were rais'd ro the 
ich of Happineſs , as in their firft glorious 
IFranation. In what an Extaſy of wonder and 
pleaſure will they be , from the freſh memory 
of what they were, and the joytul ſenſe of whar 
they are? .[-was (4ays i the admiring Soul) poor, 
blind, and naked ; but O miraculous and: ha 
Akeration ! I am full of Light, enrich'd withrhe 
Treafures of Heaven, adorn'd with Divine Glo- 
ry. I was under the ryrannous power of Satan, 


but he us bruiſed under my Feet, 1 was ſentenc'd 


to an everlaſting' ſeparation from rhe Preſence 
of God, - my only Life and Joy'; but now am 
poſſeſt of my fupream Good. O how'tranſport- 
10g is the compariſon of theſe wide and con- 
trary-exrreams ? How beauriful and pleaſant is 


the Day of Ererniry, after fuch a dark rempe- 


ftuous Night ? How does the remembrance of 


_  Juch Evil produce. a more lively and reling 


{ruicion of tuch Happincis? How ttrangely an 
o ', mighty 
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ightily:does Salvation with Eternal Glory fre 
the Soul ? This: gives a ipreely accent ro their 
everlaſting Halle/njahs. s preſerves an af- © 
ſtionare Hear © in their Thankſpivings th 
their Victorious Deliverer. And thus their 
Happineſs is always: the fame; and always 
new. | Their Pleaſure is continued i irs Pers - 


fection. 5 


— — 


CH AP. VIL. 


The number of. Poſſeſſors of Heaven cannot 
leſſen its felicity; The bleſſedneſs of 'the 
_ Saints is without End, In the firſt Crea- 
tion, the happineſs of Angels and Men 
was mutable, The happineſs in Heaven . -* 
as unchangable as the lyve of God to the _* 


Saints, and the love of the Saints to himg. 


The woful folly of Men in refuſing ſuck 
a Happineſs. An excitation to ck this 
Happineſs. The original moving cauſe of 
conferring this Happineſs, is the mercy of. 
God: the meritorious cauſe , is the obe= 
dience and- paſſion of Chriſt. *'Tis jan« 
poſſible for an innocent Creature , much 
more for the fallen Creature, to des 


ſerve: any good thing from God, ” Our. 


Saviour expiated the guilt of Sin, and.” 
. by. the. Merits .of bis obedience , purchgs. 
A CG-C 5 [ed- | 
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+ Jed the Kingdom of Heaven for Bulie= 
VErs. Il 


HE mimber of Pofſefſors cannor leſſen 
Fry their Felicity. The Divine Preſence is' 
an nnwaſted Spring of Pleaſure, equal-- 
ty full and open to-alt, and abundantly ſuffici- 
ent t0 farisfy the immenliry of their Defires.- 
Envy reigns in this World , becauſe earth! 
things are fo imperfect in- their Narure, and 4 
liar in their Pofſeflion, that they cannor” 
uffice, nor be enjoyed by all. Bur in Heaven 
norie is touch'd with that baſe, fow Paſſion : 
for God contains all rhar is- precious and deſi- 
'rable in the higheſt degrees of PerfeQtion, -and 
all partake of his Univerſal Gocdnefs, withour 
- ntetcepring- ane another. In the Kingdom of 
* Heaven there is no cavfe for the Elder Brother 
# "£0 repine at the Father's Bounty to rhe Younger, 
for for the Younger to fupplant the Elder ro 
- brain the Birth-right. The Heirs of Ged are all 
* gaisd 10 govereign Glory., and every one en- 
joys him as entirely and fully as. if ſolely his 
Felicity. Godys a Good as indivifible as onfonite, 
and nor diminiſhed by the moſt liberal commu- 
nications of Himſelf We may illuftrane this. 
by comparing the Price of our Redemption, and 
the:Reward. The Death of Chriſt is a univer- 
$1-Benef.r-to all the Saints, yer 'tis © applied 
to-every Bckever for his ect Redemprion, 
35 if our Saviour in all his Agonies and Suffer- 
 _ ings had no other in his Eye and Hearr, as if 
- All his Prayers, his.Tears, his Blood were of- 
n * "0 to. his. Father only for that Perſon. The. 
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1 Chap. VII Of HEAVEN. 


cothinbn ref 


thoſe admirable words, rhat ſignify fuch an ex 
ceſs of God's Love to. us, He that ſpared jt bu 
wii Son, but deliver'd him up for us all, how ſhall 
he not with him alfo freely give us all things ® 


Bur ro _ that _ 

riery -of every Be- 
oy is thereby prejudi- 
ced, is not only falſe, bur 
extreamly injurious ro 
the Merit and Dignity, 
and ro the infnire Love 
of Chriſt. Therefore rhe 
ſame Apoſtle rells us, The 
Life which T now live tm 
He Fleſh, I live by the Faith 
of the Son of God ; who lo- 
ved me , and gave himſelf 


* Ez totum ſe dedit 
univerſts , Forum - 
fingalis. Ae per hoe 
quicquid paſſione ſus 
Salvator praftitit, fi 
cut totum e debent the 
niverſi, fc ſenguli ; ni 
f# quod prope hoc plus 
ſinguli quam univere 
ff, quod totum arces 
perunt fingili, quans 
rum «niverſi. Salvians. 


for me: as if he werethe ſole Object of Chriſt's 
Love, the End and Reward of his Suffetings, 
And rhis appropriating of it to- himſelf , is nor 
ptejadice ro the Rights of all others. - St: Fobi# 
deſcribes himſelf by 'rhat truly glorious Finke, 


The Diſcigge 


this of himſelf, wirhour the injury 


whom Feſus loved. Conld.he f 


and indigna» 


rion of the other Diſciples? Certainly he might, 
For if we conſider rhat incomprehenſible Love 


of Chriſt, ex 
per, afrer * 


| ro them all ar his laſt Sap-- 
was: gone forth ; As the Father 


hath lov:4 me , ſo'I have loved jou ; we may ea» 
fily underſtand , that every one of — 
of: 


juttly believe rhat he was ſingularly 
Chrilt.- They were all received in the Hears, 
though (with-Fobn) they did not all lean on uhe- 4 


They 
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of it the Apoſtle- declares in '- * 
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5 Of REAVEN,. Chap. VIL 
> Breaſt of their Divine Maſter. Thus in Heaven 
=; . Gods the univerſal Treaſure of all the Saints, 
. and the peculiar Portion of every one ,, not en- 
: groſs'd by poſſefling, nor 
® $7. audiar multitude waſted by enjoying. * As 
flens, non inter ſe par- by his Eflence he eqay 
Fitulntimcomminuunt fills the whole Worl and 
fomos, Fanquam cibos : every part of -it : and by 
Jed'onmequad ſonar & his Providence equally re- 
Ixnibus totum eft, ©& pgards all and every parti- 
' [mgults totum. Aus cular Creature - lo in 
gut. in Ep. ad Vo- Heaven he diſpenſes the 
an. | Riches of his Love to all, 
that they cannor defire 
- mote, if every one of them were the ſole Heir 
of all' rhe Merits of his Son, and enjoyed him 
alone for ever. 
2. The Blefſedneſs of the Saints, as 'ris-with- 
ont diminution , ſo 'rtis withour end : "tis com- 
tand continual for eyer. "This makes Hea- 
ven to be Heaven; the Securiry is as valua- 
”  +Þle as the Felicity. There is:no lariery of..the 
F preſenx, no folicitude for the furure. Were there 
+ A pothbiliry, .or the leaſt ſuſpicion of, loling thar 
happy State, it- would cat an aſpertion of bit- 
terneſs upon all their Delights ; it would di- 
FKurb therr peaceful Fruition ; and joyful Fran- * 
y_ : as Hope in- Miſery allays Sorrow, ſo 
-Fear in Happineſs daſhes:Joy: and the, more ex- 
-cellent - the Happineſs is, ' the more ſtinging 
would. be the fear of loſing it, But the Inher:i- 
ance reſerved in Heaven, 1.immortal, .undefiled, 
zand fades not away, And the Tenure of their 
Pofejlion 3s infinitely firm , by the Dhpanieys 
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Chap. VIT. HEAVEN. | $975 
God,-who is truly immurable, and immurably- 
rue, and by the Divine-Power, the ſupport of.” 3 
theif everlaſting Duration. Our Saviour affures | -* 
his Diſciples, Becauſe T live, ye ſhall live alſe : and © 
he lives p.- evermore. This:-bleſſed Priviledg'the - _» 
_ Saints have by Jefus Chriſt, (who obtained eters ** > 
nal Redemprion for them) above rhe Grace gi 
ven to Angels and Men in rhe firſt Crearion, 
The Angels were upon trial of their Obedience, 
not in a determin'd State of. Feliciry. The firſt 
declination of Love and Subjection; was fatal 
ro them. ®*Wofnl Change !' how unlike ro then 
ſelves in their Original Puriry and Glory } an 
| unparallel'd Example of the Frailry of the Crea- 
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rare, and the Divine Severity. Man; did 'ftapd 
in Paradiſe for a lirrle while, and had a rainans 
Fall with all his-Progeny. [But the glorified Saints 
1- fit with Chriſt in Heavenly Places, and: enjoy-an 
1- unchangeable Happineſs, as-: permanent-as the 
t- my Author of it, and: the everlaſting 
1- Soul the Subject of ir. M/3th God 1s the Formpain 
e of Life. Who can pluck them: ouriof rhe Hands - 
Ee and Boſom of a Gracious God'? He will never 
To withdraw his\Loye, and they ſhall never torteir 
t- it : for Sin is from the perverſeneſs of the: Will 
i- and the diſorder of rhe Afﬀections , join'd with 
1- $8 ſome Error of the Mind. Bat-in'the Lightof 
o Glory, and full enjoyment of Ged, .the Under- 
K= ſtanding is ſo perfely illuminated, the Will and 
8 Atections ſo exceedingly ſatisfied, thar 'ris-.ingr 
4 poflible they ſhould apprehend erroneouſly, or 
deſire irregularly. Gol is ' Love, and will-kins 7 
dle in the Saints a pure Aﬀection thar. Erernity « © 
ſhall not leflen, In the preſent ſtate , our Love + 
AY FO 
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Imporſetd ; and as Fire out of its Spheredies 

yen by our neglet ro feed it by Ma- 
= enamouring Confiderarions of Bur 

m Heaven the nncteated Sun attracts every Eye 
with the Light of his Beauty, and inflames e- 
yery Hearr with the hear of his Love. The 


2 . _— Preſence of God is in different reſpects 
au 


ſe and Effect of enr Love to him, for 
the fight of God is the moſt powerful AtrtaCtive 
to love him, and Love fixes the —_—_ 
him. And the perſevering Love of 
the conſtant fruition of him-: for by Love the 
Good is poſſeſs and etjoyed. The, A- 
rells ns, Charity never-Fails, and rherefore 
the Happineſs of Heaven never fails. They en- 
joy a betrer Immortality, than the Tree of Life 
could have "Ot 7 in Adem. The Revolu- 
tions of the Heavens, and Apes, are under their 
Feer, and cannot in the leaft alter or determine 
> their Happinef. Afr the paſſing of Millions 
A. 4 wAeveh, itill an entire Erernity remains of their 
b:. 8 God. O moſt defirable State ! where 
'and Eternity are inſeparably united. 
O joyful Harmony ! when the full Chorns of Hea- 
ven ſhall ſing, Thx God-is our God for ever and 
ever, This adds an infitiite weight to their 
Glory. This redoubles their Jo Joys. Sith infinite 
fweerneſs and ſecurity : for the direct pleafure 
of en ing God, is attended with rhe toafune 
r ſhall continue for ever. "They re- 
chemGtve in the complear fruition of their 
b God reigns in the Saints, and they 
= live in him for ever. Brernity cxowns and-coi- 
3 -m———_ rheir Feliciry, 
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Chap. Vi. Of HEAVEN. 


The Application, 


From what. has been diſcourſed we ſhould, 

t. Confider the watul Folly of Men in re-- 
fubng ſuch an Happinef, thar by the admirable-- . ./ 
be my Expat 0 © Pets 6. Caper 
e be an or.Defire, or ci | 
in Man of enjoying Flappines beyol what 
is Infinite —— Erernal I © wretched 
Warld 1:1o:carelels of Frerlaſting Felicity. Who- 
can behold without compaſſion and indignation, 


Men vainly, ſeeking for Happineſs where * Ko 
w be found, and after pnerble di 


tte ned AR ALES RET. 


þ ments. flying at an Impoſſhbility , 2 

; |. rheir Sovereign and final rt ? An 
in the firſt enquiry have ſome 9 
an Excuſe, hg having ſo often dece 


with Gra <aþ 4 the Fruits of Paradiſe, 
| that ly ws ur ſeek for ſubſtantial Bleſled-- 
nels ro-fill the Soul, in vain ſhows that can only 
feed the Eye,is beyond alldegrees of Folly, Aﬀo- 
ng copdach | chat God and Heaven ſhould 
' be deſpiſed in compariſon of painted Tritfles, ? 
* This ads the greateſt \contumely to their Im-- 
piery. Whar power Charm obſtructs their 
true judging ? Whar Spirir of Errour 
poſlefles them ? ry Eternal things are tinſeen! 
not of conſpicuous moment, an thefbee | in 
. the carnal are eſtecmed lighr, againlt 
temporal things. preſent to the Sen ” does not- © | 
LEST The Vail of the viſt 
covers. the Sanctuary , where JESUS 


h-Prielt is entred, and ſtops the "Be | 


ing bye 
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> repent without remedy, 
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Of HEAVEN. 
Bur have we not aſſurance by the moſt infal- 
lible Principles of Faith, that the Son of God 
came down from Heaven to live with us;, and 
die for us,”and that he roſe again rv confirm our 
Belief in his exceeding great and precious Promi- 
fes concetning this Happineſs inthe ffarure State ? 
And do nor 
forr and univerſal I rove, that this 
World cannor afford rrve Happineſs tr-us ? 
How wretchedfy do we forfeit {ta Prerogative 
of the -reaſonable Nature, by-neglechng'our 
laſt and bleſſed End ? If the Mind be darkned. 
thar it does nor ſee the amiable” Excellencies of 
God, and the Will be depraved thar ir does not 
feel their raviſhing Power ; the Man ceaſes to 
be a Man, and becomes like the Beafts thar pe- 
riſh. As a blind Eye is no longer an Eye, being 
abſolurely uſeleſs ro” thar end for which ir was 
taade:” And though in this preſent ftare, Men 
are ſtupid and unconcern'd, yet hereafter their 
Miſery will-awaken them, ro diſcover what is 
that Supream Good 'wherein-their Perfection 
and” Feliciry confifts. Wher' their Folly ſhall be 
expoſed before Gd, Angels, and Sainrs, in whar 


» 


extream confufion will they. appear before that * 


glorious and immenſe Theatre ? Our: Saviour 
rold the unbelieving Fews, There ſhall be weeping, 
and pnaſhing of Teeth, when.ye ſhall fee Abraham, 
and Ifaac, and Jacob, and all the Prophets in the 
Kingdom of God , and you your ſelves turn'd out: 
They ſhall be rorrur'd with the deſire of Hap- 
fiineſs withour pollible Satisfaction: "Tis moſt 
jult thar choſe who” err withour excuſe, ſhould 
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Chap.VII: | 


e moſt evident Ptinciples-of Rea- | 
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. 2. Ler us be; {eriouſly excited ro apply our 
ſelves with. inflamed deſires and our- urmoſt dis 
ligence: to 'obrajn_ this unchangeable Hg 
neſs. ' In 'order tg this, 'we-- ſhall conſider 

cauſes of ir , and the means-whereby -ris ob+ 
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The Original moving Cauſe is the pure rich 
Mercy of God that prepared- it:for his-People, 
and prepares them for ir. The: procuring Cauſe 
is the meritorious efficacy of Chrilts Obedience 
and Sufferings: This, is expreſly declared by the 
Apoſtle; The wages of Sin #-Death, but the gift 
of God 1 eternal Life, through Feſus Chriſt eur 
Lord. F- 

I. The deſgning, the preparation, and achuz 
al beſtowing of thg Heavenly Glory , is-frony 
the Mercy of God, "This will appear by con 
fidering, — h 
- /1. Thar iwisabſolurely impoſlible that a meer 
Crearure , raopgh ret. hhould deſerye any 
thing from For enjoying its being and 
powers of working from his Goodnels, - the 
product of all is entirely due . ro him. And 
the payment of a Debt acquires no Title ro-a 
Reward. He- is the Proprietary and- Lord. of 
all by Creation. Hence 'nis:clear , that in-the 
order of diftriburive Juſtice- nothing can bechah 
lenged from him. | 

2. Beſides, ſuch is the , infinite Perfection of 
God in Himſelf, that no benefit can redound wo 
him by the Service of the Creature. Men. you. 
have done all, ſay you are unprofitable Servant s,Ffor- 
we have done but what we ought to do. The negs 


lect of. our dury juſtly expoſes to puniſhment, 
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diit the performance" of it deſerves no Reward, | 


becauſe no advantage accrues to God by ir. 
FP bv bath firſt given tnto him 4 and it Jhall be 


Redbriip-nſed ro him igain © He challenges all” | 
Creatures even-of the higheſt order. To ſpeak: 
ſtrictly therefore , When God crowns the An. 


gels with Glory , he gives what- is. meerly his 


own, and does not render whar is theirs. IF 
he ſhould leave rhem in their pure Narare, or- | 


deprive them of their Being, he were no loſer, 
hor injurions-ro them, For what Eaw binds him 
to-enrich rhens with Immortal Glory, who are 
> ways profitable to him-, or to preſerve thar 
being they had from his unexcired Goodneſs ? 
_ No Creature cat give to: him, rherefore none- 

Gm receive. from. him by by way of valuable 


-.3. There is no proportion between rhe beſt 
Works of Men; and: rhe exceſlenoy of the Re-. 
ward, watch lefs: an equiyalence. "Twas the 
-ſt and humble acknowledgment of Facob to. 
God; T wn leſs than the leaſt of all thy Mercies, 
thoſe that common Providenee difpenſes for rhe 
fapporr and refreſhment of rhis remporal Life. 
Bur how much Teſs than the gtorious  Excellen- 
cies” of the fupernatural Divine Life, wherein 
the Saints reign with- God for ever > The moft 
coſtly, the moſt difficult and hazardous Servis 
&s, are equally nothing in point of Merit, with 
Ge giving but a-Cup of cold Water to a Diſciple 
o Chri/t, there being no Correſpondence in_va- 
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tve” berween them. and the Kingdom of Heas» * 
ven. The Apoſtle rells us, I count” the Suffer- | 
#1ngs of the preſent Life, are not to be ' compar d. 
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, i rhe Glo rhur ſhall be vevente im w. And tuf- 


135:inore than -doing.. God rewards 
faithful Servanch not accordih worms. jy Ar 
theit Works, bur Tis own 
nificence. As | Alexander having 0 x fr 
PR of _ ro- be given po Gendeman 
in Po ro ly his wanr, a urpriz 
wiki ther imment? Botnry , modeſtly 1aid, -Fen 
were enough ; He replied, If fifty are tos much 


for you: to rective, ten-are too little for me to give ; 


therefore do you regerve as Pror, 1 will prove #4 - 
King. Thus God mm the ſing tis Favours 
does not reſpect the of our Perſons of 
Services ,. bur gives ro-us as a God. _ And the 
cleareſt Notion of the Deiry is, that heis# 
infinite in all Perfections,, therefore all». 
ſufficient and moſt willing to make his Crexs. 
tares/ compleatly happy. 
4. if & Creature perſeGty Holy thar viewer 
ſing'd, is: uncapable ro-merit any thing from. 
God, much leſs can thoſe who are born in A 


| finful State, and guilty of innumerable actnuab 


Tranigreffions, pretend to feferve any Reward. 
for their Works. "This were preſumprion ins. 
fpired by prodigious Vaniry.. For, 
- 1 By his moſt free Grace they are reftored. 
in conyerhon to thar Spiritual Power by which 
they ſerve him, The Chaos was. nor a deader 
Lump before the Spirit of God moved on the 
oY rhe Warers, than __ beſt of Men were 
re the vital influences of the Spirir wrought: 
them. And for this they are fo deeply 
pin thar if a thoulang times more 


lory were d, 
for perform es >= 


% - » 


AVEN: Chap.VIE. 
- 2+ The : continuance and increaſe of the 
powerful ſupplies of Grace” to rhe Saints,” who 


| 

even -fince- rheir 77 lags by: many laſpes } | 
| | 
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have. juftly:deferv'd thar uld withdraw |] 
"Ins : grieved- Spirir ,, are new Obligations to | 
Thankfulnefs : and ' the more Grace, the lefs 
Merir. 
3- The beſt Works-of Men are imperfect, 
allayed with - the mixrures of Infirmmes, and + 
nor. of fall weight in the-. Divine Ballance. If 
God-.ſhould -ftrictly examin our Righreowineſs, 
'xwill be found nerhier+ pure nor perfect in his 
Eyes, and. withour Favour and Indulgence would 
be: rejected. And that. which wants Pardon, 
gannot deſerve- Praiſe and Glory. He ſhews 
Merey to Thouſands that love him, and keep his 
Commandments. It Obedience were meritorious, 
ir were ſtrict juſtice ro reward them, . Phe A- 
le prays for Oneſiphorus , who had expoſed 
imſelt -to great danger for his love ro the Got- 
pel, The Lord grant he may find Merey in that 
day. The Divine Mercy gives the Crown of 
Life tro the Faithful in the day of eternal Re- 
CES. 
IT. The meritorions Cauſe of our obtaining 
Heaven, is the Obedience of Jeſus Chrift com- 
prehendirg all. that he did and: ſuffered ro re- 
concile God to.us. From him .as the eternal 
Word: we have all benefits inthe order of Na- Þ 
mre., for all: things were made by him , and for 
hm, as the, incarnate Word, all' good-rhings in 
, the order of Grace. What we enjoy in Time, 

and expect . in Ererniry, is by him, - To ſhew 
 ' What intlience his Mediation has to make us hap» 
” FP}, We muſt conſider ;. * 1. Man * 
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« 1.” Man by his Rebellion juſtly-forferred , his 
J Lig. owrory and the /Law . exacts' preciſely. the 
Forfeirure.- Pure Juſtice) requires. the Crime 
ſhould; be puniſhed according ro irs Quality; 
much leſs will it ſnffer-the guilty -ro enjoy, 
fayour of God. For Sin is-not to be confi 
as an Offence and Injury 'to a ws Perion, 
bur rhe-violation of' a Law; and-a diftyutbance 
in the order of Government; {o- that w-preſervs _ 
the hohour of governing Juſtice;, an equiyalent . 
reparation was appointed. Till Sin was expiared / » 
by a proper Sacritice,..the Divine Goodnels wag _ © 
a ſealed Spring, and its bleſſed effects — 
ed from the guilry Creature. Now the Son | 
God in our aſſumed. Narure offered up himſelf 
a Sacrifice in our. ſtead, ro {atisfy Divine Juſtice, 
_ and removed the'Bar, that Mercy might be glo« 
rited in our Salvation. The Apoſtle gives this 
account of it; Me have boldneſs to enter into 
phe Holieſt, by the Blood of Chriſt , by a new and 
lrwoing way which he hath conſecrated for _ us 
#hrouzb. the Vail, that #5 to ſay, bs Fleſh. Heb. 
IO. 19, 20. | 
2. Such were the moſt precious Merits of 
his Obedience , that ir was nor only ſufficient 
to free the guilty contaminated Racegof Man- 
kind from Hell, bur ro purchaſe for them rhe 
Kingdom of Heaven. If we conſider his Hu- 
mane Narure, all Graces were born with hwmn, ©; 
as Rays with the Sun, and ſhin'd in the whole . 
courſe of his Life in the excellence of Perfecti- 
on. _ And the dignity of his Divine Perſon, de- 
wed. an immenie value to all he perform'd as 
Mediates, One Act of his Obedience was more *-7 
; honouws * 
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the Prince of Life. In ſhort, $otporocte 
The- account of "Carats Suflerings that we are 
ified, as that we are. en The Wounds 
received in his Body, Characters of Ig- 
pom es poem wy of Death, are the Foun» 
tains 0 Abaſement is the cauſe 


If ir be faid, This ſeems to leſſen the freenels 
of this Gift. The anſwer is clear ; 

This was due -0- Chrift, bur andeferved by 
ms. Beſides, the appointing his Son to be our 
Mediaror in the way 'of- our. Ranſom, oa lanes 
anoſt glorious Work of his Goodneſs," 


TREE VE. 


The Goſpel requires qualifications iu all that 
- ſhall obtain the Kingdom of Heaven. The 
| renovation of Man according to. the hkg+ 
meſs of wo, - ſubly1 requiſite for 
the en ſe Reneming Grace 
deſcrid'd, At Wiſdom and Faſice of 
God requires that Men he ſanitified before 
they are admitted into Heaven. Without 
Sanitification, there is 4 moral incapacity 


" of enjoying the beatifick Viſion. 


\He Means of our obtaining Heaven are 
| ro be conlidered. Though the Diving 


Goodneſs be free in its Acts, and -rhere 
wn be nordigg in the Conamre of Mart, eel 
ducemenr-to-prevail upon-God in the nature 


_— 


a Cauſe, yer he requires -Qualifications in all -* -* 
thoſe who ſhall bag rw bletſed unc 4 
Kingdom. The Apoſtle expreſly declares, Th * 


not of bim that wile, nor of -bim that rums, but . 
of God that fheweth Mercy, Rom. 9. 16. Bur we * 
muſt di(ti the Effects - of - this Cy 
which ate 
ng down, Th Sw 

i an o> 5: ed Mercy 1 


2% os EAVEN Wh > - . ? 
fgnihes the pre 
| g God-m Converſion ; for in the 
18:5 Verſe, "tis faid, God ſhews Mercy to whom 
he will, and whom he will he hardeys. Where 'tis 
evident, that me Mercy is opposd not te: 
condemning, bur to hardning 7; conſequent-! 
ly the intent of. the words is this,” Thar Divine 
Grace. -overcomes'\ the: Rebellious Will, foftens 
the fiff and ftubborn - Heart , ' and makes it 
pliant to Obedience. - This flows from his pure 
Will and Pleafure , withour the leaſt No 
tive from the Inclinarions or Endeavours of ſin- 
ful Men. Bur the other Effects of God's Mer- 
cy require Conditions in the Subjects that re- 
ceive them : for he pardons only-penitent Be- 
lievers , and glorifies none bur perſevering 
Saints. - | 
To make this clear, 'tis worthy of Obſerva« 
tion, The Goſpel has ſeveral Denominations: 
"Tis called 2 Law, 4 Covenant, and a Teſtament, 
Rom. 3. 27. "Tis called the Law of Faith, and 
the Law of the Spiritual, Life. As a Law, it 
« —_ Right that God has mot freely 
5 bliſh'd in favour of loſt Man, that commands 
- = certain Duries, and fſers before them Erernal 
* Life as the Reward of -Obedience, and Eternal 
| Death the puniſhment of Diſobedience. AG- 
E Ya Ne is the trial and decifion of Mens 
—_ ng Stares ſhall be, 'which is the | Cha« 
_, raQter of a true Law. This:Law of Grace is 
y different from the Law'of Narure, that 
irdmntire Innocence ;-and: for the leaſt © 
| tion, or acculing Act, paſt an irrevocabk 
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"nit Tvenity/is mitted by the Golpel,, which ©; 

 Facceprs, of -fincere' perſevering Obedience:tho * 2 
prin ; accordingly. 'ris called the. Law of ; 
'Liberty,>Jamies:2; * Bur the Law of Faith 1s ut- | 
alrerable, and. admirs/of no Diſpenſation from 


the Duties'required in order ro our being ever« 


. 


EEE. 
g. z. Lhe 21ber) ano wins; ares, > 
imports a reciprocal Engagement berween, Pars 
'$ for rhe” + E. rhe Mattey contain» 
ed in it. The Covenant of Grace includes the 
Promiſe of pardoning and rewarding Mercy on 
Got parr, and the Conditions on Mans, with 
reſpec to* which, 'tis-ro be perform'd. There 
is-4n iwviolable dependence berween them. He 
wilkbe"or God, ro make us happy, but we muſt 
be us People to yield unreſerved Obedinge to hin, 
Heb. 9..' 'He will be our Father, and we ſhall be 
by Sons and Daughters ; but 'tis upon the terms 
of purifying our ſelves from all pollutions of the 
Fleſb and Spirit, and unfeigned endeavours 
-— bp; Holineſs in hu'Fear, 2 Cor. 'T1s afto- 
ing Goodneſs, that he is pleaſed ro condeſcend 
w. ſich a Treary with fallen Crearures : by a 
voluntary Promite he encourages them, bur rho 
moſt free in making, 'ris conditional in the per- 
formance. The conſtancy of his Holy Nature* 
obliges him ro fulfil his Word, bur 'ris if we do 
nor fait on our- part by carelefinels of our Du» 
ty. A Prefumer may” ſeal Aſſurance ro him- 
ſelf, and be deceived: in:this great Matter, bur 
God will not be mocked. If we prove falle in the © 
Coyenant,, he. will be: faithful , and exclude 
FP: Dd thole 
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"Claim made [out without perfo 


"required, And this s the Hill of God and Chriſt 


our Santtification, withour Which. we cannot. En- 


_ ſoy ir. 


Now from hence we, may ſee the ad nicable | 


| Agreemenc berween theſe rwo Notions, that. : 
ea ' 


and a Reward. "Tis a Re: 


ven 1s a Gift, 


Work, bur from the Bounty of the Giver, God 


| Fi Heaven to ' thoſe that faithfully ſerve © 


Bur their Service was due to God., $i 
no -worth in reſpect of Heayen ; fo that Man 
-Work is no Merit, and God * Reward 1s a Gi 


Our everlaſting Glory muſt be aſcribed. + his ; 03 


"Goſpel declares to be indilpenſably requiſ ite 1n 


of. Heaven : this is. com- 
e.of Man's Narure, 
.,. and. ſhew how nc- 


order to our obtain! 
prizd.in the , holy Cha 
which I will briefly 


Rn es ally Ky RE Coll Glory 


I, This holy Change. 1s expreſs d in Pn 


» Wie 
u o 
- *- = + 


_ abſolute and irreſpective, bur the Heus. are -ad- 
mitred to the polſelion_ of the"Inh ArjCe, AC- 
cording to the Will of the rich libe nd wile 
Teſtaror. There can, be, no, regnlar_Tatle or - 


gular 
orming whar Is". $ 


=. ward in the. order of giving it, not due tra; the-.. 


_ 


” moſt free Grace, as much as the PANen9 ;Qur 
- Sins, 
L.ſhall now. proceed to. confider,, what the 


——— 


the Kingdom of God, Joh.3.3. Sin is narural'to Mait 


from his Conception and-Birrh, and infects with”! 


its Contagion. all his Faculties. This 15' forneti» 


red,..and- cheryhed- by. 'Temprarions "that eafily* 
.encompaſs him. The Underitanding is” pollu-\" 
red-with evil-Principles, full' of ftrong Prejpdi-"* 


ces, and lofty Imaginations againſt the fuperna- 
tural Myſteries of Salvation. Tis full of-Tp- 
norance and Folly , and: from hence-either re- 


jects  them- as - incredible, or deſpiles them as '+ 
impertinent -or unprofitable. - The Will 4s Jes '' 
rverte, full of unruly and unhak -* 


praved/and 
lowed Afﬀections. "The Senfes are luxurious 
arid rebellious. In ſhort, Man is fo ' viciouſly 
and ſenſually inclined, fo al:enated from the Life 
of Gad, as if he had no diviner Part within 
him, thar ſhould afpire to a ſpiritual Bleedneſs, 


that ſhould regulate: and controul the excels of 
the | inferiour Appertites. . - This is rhe year 6 | + 


Character Saran--impreſs'd on him” in his 


and- without Renovation upon an infinite ac 


count he 15s uncapable of ſeeing God. This'Re- 


novation conlilts not in rhe change of his Syb- 


ſtance, as the Water was miraculouſly rurn'd” ” 


into Wine at the Marriage in Cana'of Galilee > 
the-ſame Soul: with irs efſential Powers, 'the 


lame: Body - with its-narural Senſes;” the Work -- 


of the Creator remains; bur/in the'Cleanling of 
his {tain'd Narure, in the ſandtifying his Facul. 
ries, that are - the Springs of his Actions, the 
whole Man is qnickned. into a Divine Life, ane 

ber Dd 24 , enabled 


© by.the'new. Birth, OuriSaviour, withafoltme"'®., . .; 
repeated- Aﬀſeyerarion-,” relis Nicodermmy's Vevilyg" os 
verily, 'excepr 4 Mn be born again, he cannat"fee + 
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= enabled ro a&t-in conformity to-ir. And of this 
=> the new Birth is a convenient Illuſtration. An 
” + activePrinciple of Holineſs is planted in him, 
© *thar- ſprings up into vifible Actions. The A- 
poſtle particularly expreſſes it in his earneſt 
- ., Prayer for the Theſſalonians , The very God of 
£11, Peace ſanfiify you wholly, and preſerve your whole 
»" , Spirit, Soul and Body Hamelefl, till the coming of 
Fefus Chriſt. _ Faculry is renewed, and e- 
very Grace infuſed that con{tirures rhe Divine 
Image. The Mind is renewed by Spiritual 
Light, ro believe the Truth and Goodneſs of 
-unſeen Things promiſed, the realiry and dread- 
fulneſ(s of Things threatned in the Word of God. 

. It fees the rrueft Beaury in Holineſs, the high- 
eſt. Honour in Obedience to God, the greateſt 
--— hf and - Excellence *in his Service. The 
W is renewed- by holy Love, a purifying 
Flame, and feels the attractive-virrue of our 
bleſſed End , 'before all deſirable Things on 
-. Earth, and determines to purſue it in the vigo- 
= = rous ule of proper means. The Body is made 
= an holy Inſtrument fit for the renewed Soul. ' In 
3 the natural Man becomes Spiritual in his 
.t ions, Reſolutions and Actions. All things 
are become New. There is a firm afſent, an 1n- 
violable adherence ro thoſe moſt precious Ob- 
..". Jets. revealed- in- the Scripture, and a fincere 
> ©. Choſen conſtant Obedience flows from the re- 
”  - newed Faculties. And from hence we _—_— 
>  ftinguiſh berween regenerating Grace, and for- 
- mal Hypocriſy in oy and The proficiency of 
5 Nature, and power .of common. Grace in 0- 
thers, A Hypocrite in agen 3 6en _—_ 
STD with- 
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without, by mercenary baſe reſpects ; and+his 
Conttedte. bein pra , handles facred "i 
Things withour feeling : a regenerate Perion .is' -* 
moved :by an internal living Principle, and" 
performs his Duties with lively AﬀeCtions: Nay = 
rural Conſcience under the compulſion of Feary 
may lay a reſtraint upon the ourward Acts offs 7 
Sin, without an inward Conſent to the SanCeth- - % 
ty of the Law.. Renewing Grace cleanlſes the 
Fountain, and rhe Current is pure. Ir recons, 3 
ciles the 'Aﬀections ro the moſt _ Com +. 
mands. I love thy Law becauſe 'ty pure, ſauth the” > 
Pſalmilt. y £8: 
A Moral Principle may induce one to abſtain 
from many Sins, and ro perform many praite. 
rthy things in conformity ro Reaſon. Bur 
is neither fanCtifying nor ſaving ; for it o- 
*Iy prunes Sin as if ir were a good Plant, and 
not root it up ; it compounds with it; an& 
does nor:deſtroy it. "There may be ſtill an-im- 
116 Indulgence to the fecrer luftings of the  - 
eart, notwithitanding rhe Reſtraint upon their ®* ® 
Exerciſe. And many Duties may be done on 3 
lower Morives; without a divine reſpect ro the + 7 
Commands and Glory of God. 8 1 
Bur renewing Grace ſubjects the Soul ro the 
whole Royalry of the Law, uniformly inclines, 
ir w expres: Chetieint' all irs Preceprs,; be- 
caule rhey are- pure, and derived from erer- 
nal Spring of Pariry. I: mortifies Concupt- 
icence, and quickens to every good Work, from _ _ 
a. Principle of Love ro God, and in this is di-. 
finguihr. from the moſt refined unregenerare 7 
Morality. : In ſhort, there may-be a ſuperficial 
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E_” - tincture of Religion from common Grace, a 
> :” zcanſient Eſteem, yeoking Align and. ear- 
a; 0 oo Endeavours. for a 'Time-after Spiritual 
+. Things, agd yet a Perſon. remain in a ſtare; of 
© Unregeneracy. Bur cenewing Grace-is a per- 
=, manent, ſolid Principle, that makes a Man par- 
3» taker of the Divine Nature, and elevates him a- 
- - bove himſelf. 

This: holy Change is wrought by Divine 
S Power. Our Saviour tells Nicodemus ,' Except 
3-4 Man be born of Water and the Spirit, he\can- 
©. not enter into the Kingdom of | God. © T he Analo- 
gy of a new Birth fgnifies, that 'ris intirely 
the Work of the ſanctifying Spirit , that con- 
veys a Principle of Life in order to the FunCti- 
ons of it. ''T'is the living Impreffiorof oo 

the ſole Eficient ard Exemplar of it,- the F 
and.Image of, the Divine Vertues. "Tis expreſt 
- * by-rhe- new Creature, The production of it is 
.. attributed to God's Power diſplaying it {elf in 
- --. a pecular excellent way: cyen 1h chat preciſe 
” -. manner , as in making\the- World. -For as in 
;,the-firſt Creation all' things were made-origi- 
=» - nally of,norhing, ſo-in-the; tecond, the Habiniof 
&* , Grace is infuſed-into the-Squl! that. was urrefly 
 - Yoidiof it, and in which there was-as little pre- 
.paration for-tze Holineſs, as of nothing ro'pro- 
uce this. great and World. And altho 
. there is-notonly -anablolure privetion of Grace, 
” but a fierce rehitance againit it, yer creating in- 
\-- Vincible: Power, does:as-infallibly and certainly 
-——.. produce its Effect in forming rhe'new Creature, 
> -a8-inymaking the -Warld. + From [hence it ap- 
= | .pears:ihat preventing--renewing:Grace is 10 = 
| tirely 


-rirely” MT Work of God; as his forming. then +2 
fn ne Body from. the Duſt of Earth ax firſt.”* 
bas wk this differenc þ 5 firſt Creation was** | 
withour Y fenf e'in the Subject, of the, © 
efficiency of $f Power in producing ir 3 
"| but'in; the new; Crearion , Nan cels. the vital 
"Thffuthce © of the Spirir, applying ir ſelf to al 
"his  Fagulries ,' reforming and enabling them® 
ee act" acconding ro the quality of their Na-- 4 


By 


' And by the way we may obſerve the admi-- 
"fable Grace ſhewed ta Man inthe, renovation 
_ of his 'corrupred” Nature. In, rhe compoſition 

-of his Being are unired a Spirit like the Angels, 
"and a Body, like terreſtrial Animals, by which 
4 he partakes of the es and narutal Life :: 
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"Now et FFÞ cali i of chish 
Thgngs K W704 from | rds of our. 
Yiour, for he ſpeaks uniye ©4h Except. a Mak 


be e born again, he Foun: fee the Ogden of God... 


'He' does not pot aply Hons 

IF) == 
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© + Try of it. The Jew: highly preſumed of zhe 


& © a boly Nature 1 always i 
fon, whereby he is made 1 


* by Son made of a Woman, under the 
"redeem them that were under the Law, that we 
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privikg of rheir carnal Birth, they ſprang 
om. the -pure and noble Blood of Abraham, 
Ged'F Friend ; they had the Seal- of the Holy 
Covenant mark'd in their. Fleſh : and: bence ir 
was proyerbial . amongſt them.;- that, every 1/- 
7aclite ſhould have apart inthe Worldto come. 
Bur our Saviour overthrows this vain conceit, 
and tells rhem rhat the ſupernatural Birth &n- 
ritles ro rhe. ſupernatural Inherirance. Circym- 
cifion . then , and Bapriſm now, .withour real 
Grace 1s an ineffectual fign, of no ayail to Sal- 
vation. In the qualiry of Sons, we are Heirs 
of Gcd's Kingdom; Rem. 8. 17. And. that ho- 
nourable Relation we have upon a double ac- 


; count ; by Adoprion' and Regeneration, Ga/. 
" 4: 7. Divine Adoprion is not a meer change of 
our ftare , a naked Declararion that one. ſha 


be dignified wirh the Tirle of C 


I 
'$ Son 5 or 
INFO ThE 'FEr- 
eb Ex- 


© *cellencies. © In this i differs from humane A- 
doprion ,. that gives the Name. and Arms, .the 


. Honour and Eitate of the' Adoprer to a Perfon, 
, - moral Endowments. 


conveying any of his inrelleCtual or 

rat, Whom Gad. adopts, he 
begers ro a Divine Life. - Beſides, ,our Saviour 
purchaſed this high Priviledg for vis: God ſent 


Law, to 


mipht receive the Adoption of Sons: By Union 


with him we receive the inveſtiture of this Dig- 
'. "nity,' Now whoever 4 in Chriſt, 5 4 new Crea- 
& awe, For the quickning Spirit, that is bo the 
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of 'Life-and 'Strengrh and Monor 
and an active ing Faith thar is inflgenria 


| upon all other G , are the Band of 
vital Union : So thar as 'all in Adam are 
verſally corrupt by the firſt Birth ;"all thar are 
in Chrift are. made holy by'a new: Birth. But 
this F ſhall fpeak' irs 'thenext 'Cha | 
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fit of” Grace 'rhar fanctifies, is the Spirit%of 
open that i Seals our Right to rhar King- 
om. 


be itt order to' our 
thele': 

- f. 'There/is an exquiſite Wiſdom ſhines in 
God's Works, in diſpoſing them for the ends 
which they ate appointed : and is it nor mon» 
ftrouſly -abſyxd ro imagin, he wilf admir into . 
his Preſence and Kingdom, thoſe that are abſo- 
lurely unqualified for irs Blefſedneſs, and oppe- 

-ite ro irs-Pariry ? | 
2.. His invariable Juſtice - excludes for ever 
all unholy Perſons trom Heaven. For-inthe ©: 
laſt Judgment "God will be glorified as a Go- 
vernour, in the diſtribution of Rewards with 
reſpect to the Obedience and Diſobedience of 
Men. "Tis worthy . of obſervation , that the 
Actions of God on the reaſonable Creatures arte 
of two forts. Some proceed from his ſoveraign 
good Pleaſure, of which there is no morive or 
reaſon in the Subjects on which they are terms” * 
nated. "Thus by a free and infu 
cree- (When all Mankind , lapsd ang 
| Da ; | 


obtaining of Heaven , are 


miſerable, 
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Soul wharthe Soul. is ro'rhe Body, the principle. -_” 
, of Beauty. and Motion,” © > 
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Fully, rinder' a-diſtin& Head. Briefly, the SpF - A 


-/' Now ' the Reaſons why this Change muſt «4 
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perable De" 
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* ” "-pailian; being, gwlry,and;depraved. with 
_y | oy ts Adam. + This difer- 
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amut.ice. ':Bur there are other Actions of God 
for which there: is an evident reaſon in Men on 
-whom .they are rexminared. Thus as the fu- 
-preme Fudg, without reſpett of Peiſons, 1 Per. I. 
*17. he will judg and reward every 'Man accore- 
#ng-to'h-H/orks;:Rom. 2. 16, Ats:26. 38. Ihe 
Evangelical Law (as was toucht on before) is 
the rule of erernal Judgmert, and gives a right 
from the gracicus Promiſe of God jo all pent- 
tent Believers in the Kingcom of big, and 
excludes all impenitenr Intidels. Dive Juilice 
will ulutirionuy appear then in diflangwiſhbing 
Believers from Unbclievers by rheir Works, the 
'proper Fruits either of Faithor1n..delity : All the 
thick Clouds of Diſgraces, Calumnies, Perſecu- 
tions, that often oppreis the mot tincere Chri- 
ſtians/here, ſhall not then rn ERS; 
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Poerjres make e of ro de- 
hers, ſhall nor Gal theic Wicktdnels. 

Is hot ew the ohe_ſhall be abſolyed and 
"plorified ; the others. .condemned_. and | 
£ ever. "ti ſhorr, withour violation o iS OWN | 


rreous NO ES the.Golpel, God can-. 
Y 


© Feceive the 7 into. his Glory, Heb. | I. 


Ne &s the Legal "Bar, that. excludes un-- 
Fed Perſons Er the bearifick viſion. of 
'God, there, is a, moral incapacity. . Suppoſe char 


| = ſtiould *? allow Ofnnipotence, to rranſlare«® 


| mo 


ch a Sinner to. Heaven, would the Pkge makey a 


OY 
- 


App: ye C an twoancongruous Natures de-- 
if in One. gra ny ? The happineſs of ay” 
LE ty Yreflion of Pleatre from a {ai 
The* happineſs of intellectual Beings 

We i an entire EY of Diſf rt wy; <0 
So rhat, unlet ; God recede . from FA —_ 'F 
j tely impo ble, or Man ; 
iſ «1s and *ROGAS into his. likeneſs, there 4 
be no ſweet Caparnttion berween them. Our- 
Saviour aſſigns this Reaſon of the neceſſiry of 
Regeneration in order to our admiſſion 1nto. 
Heaven : Tat which i born of the Fleſh, i fleſh 3 
and that which i born of the Spirit, « Spirit... Ac-- 
cording to the «< qua liry of the Principle, ach is: 
what proceeds from it. The Fleſh 1s a corrupt 

. Principle, and accordingly the Natural Man is. ” } 
wholly carnal in his propentions, operations and: ,-* 
end. The Diſeaſe 1s turn'd into his Conitirus. 2 
tion, He is dead to the Spiritual Life, ro the. 
actions and enjoyments that are I to it-2” 
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> Nay, there is in kinks / Fe Principle of 
E bt to thar Life : not- only a moral cold- 
{nels 0 God, bur a ſtiff averſation. from: him, a 
refiſtance and-impartience of the* Di- 

ane Prefence., that would diſturb his voluptu- 
ous enjoyments. \TheExerciſes of Heaven would 

' be as the Torments of. F 11 ro him, while in 
- *the midſt of: thoſe pune Be bis inward in tg 
tions —- 5+) run: into the loweſt Lees of 


fo deep _ predominant in an-unholy Perſon, 
be removed, 'tis utterly impoſſible he ſhould 
** .-. enjoy God with farisfation. As it. was neceſ- 
AE fary that God ſhould become like {Man on 
: ZEarth grto urchaſe thar Felicity for himqfo 

'Man muſt be like God in Heayen before he 

cary polſeſs 'ir. Holinels alone prepares Men 

for Cel:#tial Happineſs; that is againſt-the-cor- 
v4 ippuon, and at ove the perfection of meer Na- 
b now joan ro conſider more parti- 
© cularly what 1s requiſite in ori to off 6b- 
| _ taining of Heaven. 


therefore rill this Contrariery, | 


ST — 


(CHD. IX. 


Fahh is the * Redeemer. is Mnifoenſably vn YY 2 
quir'd of. all that'will partake of Salvas. 
iow, Heaven wuſt 'be choſen as our Sits. 
pretem Happineſs, and ſought as onr 
"end," The chojct of Heaven muſt be 
. Cere, Garly,, firm, and conſtant. The fan» * © 
cerity of the Choice diſcovered by the z.ea- 
lous uſe of means to obtain it. The  ſin- 2 
cerity of the Choice will regulate our judge" ij 
ments and affettions\, with reſpett tot . 
poral "ages that are ſo far good or evilio + 5 
16, 48 they condutt or droert us from ea. 
ven. | —_— Choice of Heaven : 
makg us aſpire to the higheſt degrees.of * 
Holineſs we are capable of in the preſent” 
Stare," The vanity of the beyer fe Ih 0 
"WAY 6 in TReligitn diſcovered, .. do... 


Aith in the Redeemer is abſolute re- Y 

uired of all.that will partake of the * 

robert urchaſed by him. God /o 

frogs the Waxld ,.t ir he gave by. only __- 

that hover believes in him ,' 

pores but have. Eternal Life, John 3- 16.” 

15 the Spirit and Subſtance yy 

rherefore I will briefy unfold it. The Son of 'Þ 

God having affumed the human Narure, and . 3 


performed whar was neceflary for rhe | puny : 
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ITS as ſo plea- 
m = loweſt 


of Sin, Phil. 2. $, ET the: 


ſed with his Dbedidn 
State he rais'd him ro Dh Glo ye 
-him fupream Authority," atd all- wer 


. 40:coftmunicate that \ Glory ro: proce "Thus 
Sr Saviour declares; Thou hafh. ap: bim(( e. 


2 Bw power over al ef ld, Fo 
A 7s ts &s Je, 5 fi 4 fn im, 


7.2.” Ahd*he exho cople,. La- 
Ne f- that” Meat Br SN han be Jeon Eternal 
work which the Son of Min Jball give tto you, 
for him hath God the Father Jeated, ohn 6.' Now 
* this. glorious -Life 'is--nog-given to 'all, |bur- on- 
F 0 ace who ug unirert *tQ IM bing br 
T principle-of rhe carnal 
ene and Death 1 ta.all his his Piigery "ole 
fri (Who 8% Fn roh h)-the 
of the renewed State: Ser 
nd Glory to his Peopt The Apoltle expreſſes 
it, As in Adam all aye, his natural Deſeeddents 
£57 21 Ig tion'5\ even, Jo 51 
| all be made alive; 3 Cor. 15..22. 
that is, all that 'ate ſpirirua Nm to him, 
ſhall partake of. his glorious Reſurrection. Ang 
St. Fobn tells us, He Hat #ach"Yhe So, Bath Bife'; 
and he _ hath' ot oe cs Barth tit if ife, rJoh. 
5, 12: avi hach our 
won. to Ereriial T3 th KY in 
Faith Has' x princ 1 Eciicy 7 11 FECE- 
ng Cvth hrdore tis &&Þþ prot by. thar ACt ; 
a Tecefoed” Wim", 'to. t om give he 
to become the Sons of God, Net I. Feb (and 
AJ Cnutnty Heirs'vf Glory) to as Inany a as be- 
_ Hieved on has Nihe.. "And $ 'Lald 7s dwe# 


in 


' 


riota-meer aſle 
bay ape hc 


padionare (rd orgy 
nets, and rhe ener A the DIO 
ſed by him, bur fuch;a Belirh as ſways the Will * 
and Aﬀections to receive hum upon God's rexms 
for our” Salvation. --Faich is. leared in warts. 
Sonl, in the: Mind. and [Hears , and ;acce 
Chriſt jatirelycqs Propher, Prieſt, and Kip the 
parts. of,.rhe. Mediaror's\Office,;.are -- 
connected; rand all-rhe Effects of wp —_ 
municared -#0- the ſame. Perſons. - Fefus Chriſt- 
mail, of God to' Believers, Wiſdom ; ro! cure their 
Ignorance .and Folly ;:Ry rrbrecufrafs, to-aboliſh 
rheir/Guilr ; Sandtifioation, to nenew their Na- 
ures; und Recppeion, to- free. chem. at laſt from 
the Grave.,cang, bring them to Glory, -x Cor. x. 
From hence 'tis. clear, that the Faith, which. 1s 
juſtifying and ſaving, includes in its Nature, -as 
dependance and truſt in Chriſt as a powerful _ 
and merciful Mediator, that is' able ws. willing 
ro-reconcdle -us ro God , and make ms forever, 
happy in; his Favour ;-fo,.a ſincere reſolution 
of- Obedience and Subjection ro all- his 
Commands , even to the plucking-our 'of the + 
right-Eye, and the - cutting off the right r hand; | 
the parting with the moſt pleaſing ior brerg 
Sins. For the Promiſcs of rhar-are the. = 
Rule of Faith, make an offer of Chrift uPOB *Y 
| = | 
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ets Conditions ns 2s Him har God exited 
with bu right band, fo be a'Prince and a' Saviour, 
e reenrence 16 Tel, ant forgiveneſt of 

= only" the the Tullied fr 


yy" ro'eſcafi Hell} and will 
wo '2s their Prince, 


Ide tive that Faith that #4 tifeioned, and pres 
Eorea: 


Golpel 
© 2. We muſt chuſe Heaven as our ſupream 
ba: and. regard it as the” main *end'of 


ives. Man fell from'his Dury and Feli- 
ay by preferring ſerial Pleafare before rhe 
' Favour of | God , and became” guilty of: the 
reſt Diſobedience and Diſhonour to his Ma- 
, and'is reſtored by ' the holy change of his 
K Wit the ſerting his Aﬀections- on 'a pure Spi 
- ritual This fubliming rhe Wi 
waa. its Love and Choice from the Crea- 
IA , is the effect of Divine Grace, 
ant wrough in a-rational way For Man is 
as artificial Engines by force ,, nor 
as «7 eng from neceffiry , their Faculties being 
derermined by the outward application of Ob- 
eas : he is not drawn up ro Heayen by ſuch 
; © narural impreſlion , as Steel by the Load- 
--  Rtone, nor forc'd by a violent motion as a Stone 
+ aſcends, bur as an underſtanding free'Agent; by 
_ the direCtion of the enlighrened od Mind, and the 
$1 MM an! elective agg 
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| Pp Fi Walks far es re 
Ck 6 of Nature., that the 


4 ve Powers 0 every C © be dap 
forth KS thei preſs vation 
ACC ngly he led "ro Work in ne by 


| derftanding and Will, 1 
Bin < .of | Opcrarion'is Mall are to delibe 
rate and chooſe in order to his Uapineb. O- 
therwiſe the rational Faculties would be in 'vain. 
His Goodneſs and. Equity, it that he fets before - 
rhem Eternal Life as the Reward of. Obedience. 
God will 'be, glorified 'by him as a Law-giver 
© anda Beritfadtor, and has ordained in the Gol- 
pel chat alt 'who chuſe and diligently ſeek the 
gdom of Heaven ſhall infallibly obtain it, 
ad” none" be deprived of it but for their neg- 
lect. The Decree of a- final fate of Miſery, - 3 
though nor in time, yer is conſequent in the} ** 
- order of 'caules to; 1he obſtinare" retuctaney 'of . | 
- Suiners again(}reſtoring Grace-;- and the wilful- - 
forſaking their own Mercies. Thereſe God 
vindicares the” Equiry of his Proceedings with 
Men by their own Principles , 'and with'tender 
piry ne, Wy will ye die ? "The cor- 
declining from God, and adhering 


; i Creature, as a HappineG., is is the'true © : 


cauſe of Man's:ruin. This will {infinitely clear 
the Wiſdom, and. Jultice; the . Puriry,/and Good - 
neſs of God from all Imputazion, - -:t+: 4 

The choice of Heaven for our Felicity is BY 
manly W be Fermines, Abd; as de. wh 
ſpect. of ir that all holy Counſels 
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to ay Mc is. the. Lady and. its. final Fe- 

, liciry, as ncom parably nr Ap yok The 

Y Its. leajures ave a 

lk ZN ypon._ ri ole.l fe, direct- 

"ng ro'ayoid whar; is inconliftene+ and; umperti- 
F nent, and, ro do what is conducive | ra ut. 


Now this Deng. © a matter of uolpeakabl Ms. 
7) POCFAnER, Iwill. .. 


> ; ih :Shew: an hn | 
Mis - Yer includes, 8 [86-rs "Qualities - "mr 
; fects..." Fi 
— Ra Dire& how wimke-this Choke. 
Thirdly, Preſent foine Powe Morives' to 
*ExTite us to it... 
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- 117The Quattries of this Cielo che; 
"3, Jomutt'be fineerd and! cordial, 
-» Do20) Early; in'uefiritand/beit Days. 
3. Firm and<conftants © "7; 


"221: faſt be fincere and cial The moft 
"efſetial 2nd ative Dae 20: in humane Narure-is 
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..the-Aﬀections, 'the” Pleatures of: Senſe ,; and ſpi- 
ritual-Joys ;/ from* hence ir' is that thar which 
.. makes: Men-bhappy is. the -Objet" of 'Eleion. 
And: atrhaugh' there | is. nothing / mottnifiifem 
;-and; 1nviolable than" the>nataral ifclinarion''to 
Happineſs, yer the prear diſtifiction: of Man--. 
- kind ariſes from this ſource, the regular or-per- 
. .verie-uſe- of rhis/Inclinarion, the wiſe or miſta- 
-: king choice of Happineſs. - Now: the finceriry 
of our: Choice is diſcovered ,>-when''tis Clear 
. and/ennire, ariſing from- a tranicendenr eſteem 
| of che'Faypur : and: Enjoyment of Yod* 'as/our 
chief Good ,. and - abfolurely- requiſite for us. 
| And' from hence it-is evident rhat the-Choice 
rrue'Happineſs, neceffarily "includes the'deſpi- - = 
ſing and * rejecting: of the falſe Happineſs that 2 
ſtands 1n competition with ir. There cangor. 
+ berwo- reigning Principles ou the Soul '3:for it + 
+. cannot vigorouſly-apply it {elf to rwo'Objefts. 
ar rhe: Give tie. ' Oh Gviour Has decidedvit, - 
-//No Man tan ſerve two Miuſters; for eithev/he'will 
hate the one and love the other, or hold'ts ehe"one 
and 'ufpiſe the other :* ye « tarnmot ſerve” Goth and 
"Mammon, The Maſtergare itreconci ahd 
-. their Commands are directly oppolite.”" Ir'was. 
as poſſible ro place"upon the fame Alrarthe-Atk 
of God, and the Idol of' the Philiſtimg/ rag thar 
Heaven and the World ſhould eamporund and: © 
take equal ſhares in our AﬀeCtions. Indeed, if +" 
the Conceprions "in the Mind are burfaint'and. |», 
floating 'of the univerſal -farisfying Goodneſs'of 
-"the--Object- propofed” ro” tnake'tus happy,” the- © - 
1 WHI-remains in tuſpence ; bur when ris cleafly - -* 
-<and'ftrongly re ed ,”>the Heart rodrawn 
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. entirely ro embrace ir. © Divine Grace, by the - 
illumination of the Underſt ,-purifies and 
| Suge the depraved Will, -and heals the di- 
*  ſtempered Aﬀeti "The wild Menhare thas | 
- had a diſcerning Eye faw reaſon enough to part 


©” With all, that he, might gain the Pear/ f Price, 


the Grave and Glory of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. The Apoſtle declares his refolute con- 
tempt of the concurrence of all the Pre 
tves either the Law or the World could afford 
him, that he might have an intereft in Chriſt, 
the-Recoffeiler and Reſtorer of Man to the Fa- 
Your and Fellowſhip of God. But what things 
. Were pain tome, pe I counted loſs for Chriſt; - 
_ yea doubtleſs ; 1 count all things but loſs for the 
+ Excellency - of the Knowleds of Feſus Chriſt- my 
Lord, for whom I have: ſuffered the loſs of all 

UF -- 5 do count them: but dung , that I might 
win - The benbroons Goſpel is the a pon 

Lighr that ever ſhone 1 

| ok Reveon of -the deepeſt 

_ qa moſt admirable Love , wherein _ 
Combination .of God's holy and wonderful 
Counſels for our Salvarion is unfolded; and ac- 


. 3N cordingly St. Pay, with rhe greateſt Life of Af- 


-- ſection, {ers -forth his value of ir, and by full 
and moſt vilifying Expreſſions, rejects all things 
_ of it. 

he Sincerity of the Heavenly Choice is 
diGovered by a zealous obſervance of - the 

Means requiſite in order roit. Inanimarte things 

incline to reſt_in their Centre, rhe Rational in- 


- [tend and rol nl repo it. The | bleſſed | End,, when 
reſpected DN —_ to its worth, "W 
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ing ir. There may be a naked eltimarion, and * 2 
ſome deſires of Erernal Happineſs fimply. RE - 
dered., yet .the Will remains incompleat 3nd. y 
junction with the Means is propounded to ugg; 
and the carnal- Man will no#cogſent to the - - 
Means. He diſlikes the Holineſs of Religion,” - -* 
and will rather forfeir Heaven, than fubgur ro. + 
{ach ftrict terms. * Though with Balaam, ina... - 
fir'of Devotion, he ſays, © #3at I mipht dit the... 
death of the Righteous, and that my"laſt End mught ' =» 
be like bs ; yer from Indulgence to his ſenfnabs* -: 2 
Inclinations , he will nor live as-the Righteous” 7.3 
All his Wiſhes of true Happineſs are ſoon ftran- 
led by the predominant love of ſome Vanity. * 
Tis laid of the I/-aclites, they deſpiſed the pleaſant -. 
Land, Plal.106.14. norabſolurely in ir ſelf, for wr; 
was the Glory of all Lands,”abounding with things * - 
for the ſupport and delight of Man ; bur con» **. = 
fidering - rs diſtance , a Wilderneſs waite and 
wild TRY ,* and the Enemies to be en- 
countred, they did nor think ir worthy of un- 
dergoing fuch Hazards and Difficulties. The 
Land of Canaan was a Type of Heaven, both 
with reſpect to its pleaſanrneſs, and the man« 
ner of the Iſrac/ites obtaining it. . Their Title 
to 1t was derived from the rich Bounty of God, 
therefore *ris called the ' Land of Promiſe ; bar 
it was to be poſſels'd by ueſt. "Thus the 
Celeitial Canaan is the pure Gift of God, bur 
the actual enjoyment of it is obtained by vidto- 
: r10US 
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: riols reſiſtance, againſt the Enemies of,our Sal” 
© - vation,” *And Carnal'Men,-deſpiſe this pleaſant 
- "Land", the Promiſe |þeing, inle joined 
-  with*Preceprs of Duty and ience, from 


| this ſenſible World, to the' place 
where God dwells in Glory.” Zeal animates his 
Endeavours, as the Motion of the Heatr diffu- 
ſes the'Spirirs into the Arteries, to convey Lite 
,ro all-parts. of the Body. One thing (faith the 
| H—_— Plalmiſt) have I- deſired of the Lord, 

"* that nil T ſeek after, . that I may dwell in the 

5 fe of the Lord all the days of my Life , to be- 
bold the Beauty of the Lord , and to enquire into 
hy Temple. The ſenſual Man is ranging abroad 
for {atisfaction , and ſhoors all the Game that 
croſſes his Eye ; bur the Soul that has a diſco- 
vering Light, - and” feeling hear of rhe divine 
Bextitty, unires all its defires.in God, and, with 
affection to an.Extaſy, longs for the enjoyment 

- of tim, and the endeavours atre'in ſome pro- 
= portion 'to the defires. Our Saviour rells us, 
That from the days of John the Baptiſt until now, 
the Kingdom of Heaven ſuffers violence, and the vio- 

& - lent take it by force. Some previous Rays of the 

- - Suftof Righteonineſs appeared in his Miniſtry,and 

- Pproducd ſuch a holy Ardency in thoſe Converrts, _, 
that with all reſolution, diligence and earneſtneſs 

| they ſought to be partakers of the Bleſſedneſs 
'* - revealed. Lazy Delires, eaſy Proſecurians, flug- 
= guh Atrempts ; diſcover that the Heart is nor 
= through- 
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- gait Ss Dl, Erjoynients: 
- tran glit'-to ufo our the 
rs ir Prof, Shy "yail the - Day to: > of 


$ out "the Night for their Exſeand Pleaſure, But,” 


. alas, Heaven 1 is only regarded by the By 5 as 


& if the 1at Iletual Soul were only givers to dwell + 
”. with rhe Body on Earth.,*the place'of «s Ba- 

D bee " and" direit Afairs ow below , and \ 
* not ts 4d-ini the way to Heaven, the place of -/ 


; its Natvity,, and p prepare - for another? World: 
- The Work of Salvation follswed' with thar 


| remiſs de hoe of Aﬀection, as if ir were alight” 


| ke tmed 'or neglected;”/Theſe/: 
| | Perits =: mb in their Boſorns ;* 
for: pd ative ro obtain'inferior),.* 4 


and n are des Ek g Endsburiwith-that” 


cold a we = ho mind the ſuperior nobler End 


of Mak, thar it is wholly fruſtrare, which plains + 


ly ſhews it Was never ſeriouſly intended--by 
. them. 


.gilan 
"quicken us to FA with tearer dxlipence and 


_ ty/rhe Kingdom of po tmginn'y os h="" 
Y 


A Carnal Wretch, urged 


; = ſting of A bruriſh Delite, with what impa- 
% | tience 


The { Cee Abo Men fo ative and vi- 
te their low Defigns \, ſtiould of | 
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congerly 

&@ rize iS 
ble-#o--conceive the" - raviſhing / 
Soul -when: it firſt gazers through the beautiful 
Gate of rhe Celeſtial-Temple, and ſees the Glo- 
ry | of the Place., and: hears a Voice: OT. the 
Throne," Eniter into. thy Maſter s 70. to 


- with him for ever ? The: ſerious, belief © eRvy 


will. draw forth all onr- active Powers in the 
Service'of God. 

3+ The-Gnceriry of our Heavenly Choice de- 
clares it {elf , in the remper and frame of our 


Hearts,: with reſpedt to all tem [Fhin 
this World: - _ main xp RTbs 


; 2ng; eſtabliſhed, 'thar ir conſiſts notin cular Ri- 


ches and Honours, and/the Pleaſares of Serife, 
but in the-clear Vifon of God., the blefſednels 
of the Spirit ;- it follows thar all preſent things 
are in,our uſe ſo, far Good or Evil, and to be 
dered or nor; as they are profrable or prejus 
dicial to -oux obraining Salvation, as they con+ 
ws or divert us from Heaven.. A wile 7 
looks on temporal things not 
Glaſs of diadered Paſſions thar oy a 
ous and imparient for what is grateful ro 
bur with reference to his furure Happine He 
conſiders the train of "Temptations that arrend 
an 
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an exalred Condition , and deſires .ſuch a por- 
tion. of theſe things , as may redound to the. 
Glory of the Giver , and be improved for his 
own Salvation. This. Purity of Aﬀections our 
Saviour teaches us: For in his Divine Form of 
Prayer, the true Directory of our Dchres, are, 
ſer down in an admirable order all :rhings we 
are to pray for. And they reſpect rhe End; or 
the Means. The End.is the primary Object. of. 
our Deſires ; accordingly the rwo firlt Petitions 
concern our bleſſed End, as ir reſpects God and 
our ſelves. We pray , Hallowed be thy Name; 
that i by the reverence and .adoration of all. 
his Subjects :. and, Thy Kjngdom come ,. that.1S,: 
for the manifeſtation of his Erernal Glory in the, 
next World, thac we may reign with him. The. 
Means in order to this End are of rwo 1orts. 
Some conduct ro it by. themſelves , thoſe are 
the good things deſired in the third and fourth 
Petitions ; ſome lead to it by accident, and» 
1 thoſe are the freedom from Evils  expreſs'din 
rhe laſt Petition. The good things deſired, el- 
ther have a direct influence upon our obtaining. 
Happineſs ; and they are ſumm'd up in our 
univerſal Obedience ro God's Will, expreſs'd in. 
the third Petition, Let thy H/ill be done on Earth, 
4s. it i in Heaven ; or they are ſuch as by way 
of ſfubſerviency promote, our Happinels,and thole: 
we pray for in the fourrh Perition', Give. us this, 
. day our daily Bread. . And 'tis obſervable there 
is bur one Petition for Temporal Bleflings, and 
'tis the laſt in the order of thoſe that concern - 
good things. And thar fingle Perition is fo.- re- 
ttrained, that 'tis eyident by its Tenoux, thar 
Ee earthly 
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=_ 7 thitigs are not'abſolutely good" to'be de. 
fited HABlves, bat row axprky fub6r- 
dinately ro our eternal Good. Daily Bread we 
mntft-avk of our heavenly Father, thie neceſſary 
fipporr of the preſent Life, withour which we 
Earmor exerciſe our internal or external Powers 
all Faxciilries in his Service ; but not Delich- 
cies and Abundance for the luxurious! Appe- 
tire. . 7 
The difference of Conditions in rhe Sms 
World is very great : as in Pharnob's Dream, 
Gitic Ears of Corn were fo full and wei hey, 
that they betided with rheir weight ; oS:s 
thin and-blafted, that they were as Seubble for * 
the Fire. This ſome abound be gh oi 
- poſſible in this Life, othets ate e 
Mornino , under various and continual AMA 
Ons. Now this infallible Principle being planit- 
& in the Heart, rhat all prefenr things ate to 
be improved with reſpe& to our fatate Mappi- 
inddetate the Aﬀections in Proſperity, 
io to tfe the World: that we may 'erjoy God, 
akd miake us not- ofily parient, but pleat in 
Advetfities, as they are preparatory for Hea- 
Ven 


The Original of all . the Sins 'and Miſery of 
Men, is their perv @ 2» 
Iu oft more lieu baſe" of things , by tettn- 
Jiu ei ithatere prop- thy "the Meats: ifito! the 
er fupſain;uri uczem, Eid, ſerting their Atecti- 
_ fun amy tr ors of: Love, -Defire; 4nd 
an id qua amas ootis Joy tpn ſenſible! thi 
nendum riferre, Aug. 5, &* thi 83, 
oe Dod. £4464 'S- as their proper Hdppinels, 
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of the ſpiritual. ercrnal ſtate ; ro.which all -* 

| bh Ns LeEE rient. For aps So 
leaſed and-fickly in a Foreign Country,-that © 
could not poflibly. recover Health bur in his Nas» 
tive Air , 10 his eturn'thither , invited by the 
poaparnch of the way; ſhauld rake up. his.re- 
nce in it, and nevef atrive'to his ownCGoun 
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try. Among the eſt Indiazxs {ome *Y 
ave * :xeported to be. ſwift in runs * * Acoſta. - 
ning, that no Horſe-can keep pace - 
with 'them, and they have a conſtant rule i= 2 
their Diet, 16 eat. of no-Beaſt, - or Bird, -or Ei | 
that.is low, jn-motion, fancying}it would: 
tule a,luggiſbnels in-them. The Chriſtian Li 
is. by the He-campard to 4 Race, aud 
earthly Km, cn inſeparable property of Nay 
ture load and (s rhe Soul , that it'cannar 
| wuth vigour run'the Race ſet before it. The Be- 
| liever ore who intends for the high price of 
* dx Calling, and is'true to'his End, will be #exey 
perare in all things. Nay, he will not-only be 
circumipect, lett rhey ſhould check . with. his 
great. Deſign, but. wilely- manages them-.in. ub» 
lerviency t0-t-. St. Pay! charges them that are 
rich in this World , to do good, to be rich in good 
Works, ready to diſtribute, willing to. communicate, 
laying in. ftore for themſelves 4 goad Foundation 4 
gainſt the time to come., | that\they may lay. bald igf 
eternal Life, 4 Tim 19. 18,19. od db 
And the-fixed aun at Heaven, | as/pur Felic ; 
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”- * makes thoſe Calamities that in themſelves are 
© intolerable, ro become lighr-and eaſy. The Poor," 
'the' Mourners, the Perſecuted are bleſſed now, be- 
eatuſe theirs is the” Kingdom of Heaven. The A- 
though under variery of ſharp Troubles, 

et expreſſes his ſenſe wirh that mitigation, as 

r hghtly ronch'd with thern :” as /orrowful, but 
always rejoycing. From hence he tells us, that 
with unfainring courage he proſecuted his glo- 
nous End. For our light Afiitions that are but 
for, a moment, work p-4 us a- far more exceed- 
*ng weight of Glory. This ſeriouſly believeg and 
conſidered , will make us underitand the Har- 
mony and Conſent of the mo!t diſcordant parts 
of God's Providence. ' This will reconcile the 
ſeyerity and roughneſs of his Hand , with the 
tender Compatiions of his Heart towards his 
Servants. © This will dry up Rivers of unprofi- 


table Tears that flow from the AﬀMicted, and 


make" the Croſs of Chrift a light burthen. For 
their heavieſt Afictions are nor only: corziftent | 
wirtr his Love, but the Effects of-1r being in- 
flnential upon their Happineſs. We are now 
roſs'd upon the alternate Waves of Time,” but 
"ris that we may arrive at the Port, the bletied 
Boſom” of our Saviour , and enjoy a peacetul 
Calm; and fo we ſhall be ever with the Lord. 
Words of infinite ſweetneſs This is the Son 
of our Proſperity, 'and -rhe Charm of our Ad. 
. + verſity * Well *might - the” Apoſile add imme- 
XS diane, -xfrer, Therefore comfort- one another with / 
© © 4. The fincere Choice' of Heaven as our fi- 
nal Happineſs, will make - us aſpire ro- rhe 
teak Ba - greartelt 
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them : whatever we adore and eſteem, wear 
-Changed into its Image. Idolarers are as ftupis _--? 
and 4enſeleſs , as the Idols ro which. they. pay 

Homage. Thus when God is choſen as our fu-" 
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heigtit of Holific&".we are 


| eſs: and Heaver' is a ſtare of COn- 
formity to the Holy God, .. This di De 1s 


:obſervable berween the Underſtanding and the - 


"Will in their Operations : The prawn, 
forming Conceprions of Things, draws the 

ject to ir ſelf, The Will is 5 ade by che Ob- 
ect-it chules, and is always faſhioning and 
framing the Soul into an intire conformiry to it. 
Thus Carnal Objects when-propounded as the 
End of a Man, ſecretly imprint on him their 
Likeneſs ;| his Thoughrs, Aﬀections, and whole 
Converſation is Carnal. As the P/almiſt ſpeaks 
of rhe Worſhippers of Idols, they that make them 
are like unte them, fo s every one that truſteth #n 


m Good and lait End, by converiing with 
im, the Image of his glorious Holineſs is dert 
ved on the Soul , and; becomes Godly : the 


.Hearr is drawn by ' his attractive Excellencies, . 
and the Life. directed- ro him, This being a. 


Point of grear importance, Lſhall further prove 


and illuſtrate -ir. There is no dehberating a-. 
bour the degrees of thar which is loved-for it © * 
lelf as our End. More or leſs may reſpett the | 


Means that are valued and uſed ro in.1r, 
but the Love of the End -is'vaſt and unlimited. 


A Phylician endeavours to recover- his: Patient | 
to ſound and perfect _—y thar me" I 
= 3 C : be 
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greateſt | "<Y 
mthe preſent ſtare. - For the Endihas always'a 
werkal Vertuc to transform a Man into 'its 
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B fv thing as his Happinets, bas will uſe aſt © 
[. &iligence ro -gain the prefent and full poſſeſfion | 
E-: of 1 —. oe it cannot bn imagined thar Þ * 
any on ſincere oponnds the enjoyment | 

| he of -Heaven as hs Ed got Love will make | 
him fervent and/mduftrious to be as Es | 
2s is poſſible here. He will ſtrive by bl | 
and glorious Gradartions , ro aſcend to- rhe per- | 
tection of his Aims and Deſires: , to be holy «4s | 
God 3 holy in ail "nanmer of Converſatiew, to be 
prre' & Chrift 5 pure. We have an admirable $1 
- "Inſtance of rhis 1n-St. Pay/, who declares, - Bro» Þ. 
& . #hten, T count not my ſelf to have apprehended_; 
1 

| 


Tat ths ene thing I do , forgetting thoſe things: 
whith are belind , and reaching fot wnto heb 
#hings which are before, I preſs toward the Mark, © 

For the Prize of the high Calling of God in Chnaſt 

Feſus, Phil. 3. 13, 14. His Progreſs was great, 

F  yetthardid not make him flack in the proſe- | 
+ curion of his End. He kboured to atran the | 
| Precederit of our Saviour, to feel the Power of | + 

| his Death and Life ," to apprebend Chriſt wiwely | 

| and perfectly as Chriſt had apprehended him. He 

E  _ was very diligent to improve cone Divine Image x 

0p wn his Heart and Life. | 

+ _- = Fromihence we may difcover-the 'vaniry of 

: their Hopes, 'that- ate-of lakewarm Afections 

6 in Religion, Tm abhof#'d charaQer of _ 
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Y ro 192 ng it a ——_ Principle , as 5 convey: 
njent for their carnal eaſe and intereſt \ not 2+. - 
earneſt in following Holineſs. Viaes- iN eh 
ity are tolerable with them, the any -f] 
ge 1s. condemned. They content - 
a mediocrity in Religion ; are 
| and ſecure, as the Church that 
Fam rich, and have need of nothing. They boalt 
as if they had found our the remperate Re-+ 2 
jon between the burning Line and the frozen" « 7 
on They account all ll that is. aboye their de-- lt 
grees in Religion, xo be furious. or- indilcreet 
Zeal, and all belaw to be dead, \cold Profane»+ 
$. neſs. They cenſure rhoſe for Hypacrily or un- 
nocoſlirg Strictnels, who are vikbly berrer, and. . 
proud s with" thoſe wha 
are i ST hus - &r off rhemiclves _ 
/ by wing athers. Ba toy —_— do Men de» ©: 
ceive and damn Bene on > Can we haye-iad-- | 
much of Heaven upon the Earth 2 Can we bes" K. 
" come too like God, when a perfect conformity 
; $0 hiov is aur Duty and Fekciry ? Indeed Mo- Mo» 
ral Vesrue conlitts in a Mediacrity , not of the 
habirual Quality, but of the Aﬀedtions” and 
| Ations berween the vicious extremities. Portis 
mide. conlifts in the mean berween Cowardilſe; | 
and raſh Boldnels ; bur-haw much the mare 
egnhrm'd rhe couragious Hahir is, fo much the + 7 
more a Man excells in that Virrue. Liberaliry _. 
| conſiſts þerween an indiſcreer Profuſeneſs, and ” 
| {ordid Avarice ; Patience berween a ſoft. Nelis-  - 
eacy, and ſtupid Inſeabbility,/ Thus Philpſaphic- © | 
Virme. glories in its Beaury as pure and. 1Ntine, | | > 
| Os Lana YIcious :—5—— A i 
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I 4ipion of many is Paganiſm dreſt up-in a Chri- 
-- Ftzan Faſhion. Bur this mediocriry only belongs | 
"20 inferiour Verrues, thar reſpect things of crea- * 
red limited goodneſs, and is determined accor- ' 
ding to the-worth of their Narure. Bur divine 
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Gracesreſpect an Object ſfupreamly Good, and 
rfection conſiſts in their moſt excellent 
degrees, and the moſt intenſe Aﬀections and 
Operations thar are leading to it, Faith in irs 
tence, Ho 
Ardour can never exceed. When the Object is 


Infinite, a mediocrity is vicious. Humility can - 


never deſcend roo low, nor Love aſcend roo 
high : for reflefting upon our natural and mo- 
ral Impertections, that we were raiſed from 
nothing, that we are defiled and debaſed with 
Sin, we cannot have roo low thoughts of our 
ſelves.” And fince Ggd the Sovereign Being, in- 


-—Enite in Perfedtions, and infinitely amiable is 


the Object, no bounds or meaſure muſt be ſer 
to our Aﬀections, bur with all our united Pow- 


2% ers, all the Heart, and with all the Soul, and with 


all the Mind, and with all the Strength, we mniſt 
love him, and pleaſe him, and 
beloved of him. 

There are others will acknowledg their de- 


eavour to be 


E fects, and tell you they do not pretend ro emi- 


nent Sanftity, to the Graces of the Apoſtles 
and Marryrs, nor aſpire ro their degrees in Glo- 


- ry; they are content with a lower place in Hea- 


yen, and leſs firict Religion is tufficient for 


*their ſe. . This deceit is {trengthend by 
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; that enervares and diffolves many of 
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in its Aſſurance, Love in its 
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- our Saviour's Precepts, by teaching they are not 
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, nefs, as the Stars differ in'Glory ;-yer none are... 


Laws 5 obliging a all Chriftans/ ro: 0 Obedience, o 
will atrain ro-erertial- rae ym by, 
fection : if. they. are nor done _'tis.noSin', ang" 
the performance of them a -nvitles- + 
to-a richer Crown. And though Men by” 
rocks pleaſe their (0 
yer by taitm arory in the way; . 
come to eg eatier rerms, than-a 
fal reſpe& to-God's Commands ,-and-:an — <—Y 
' care-to obſerve them. - Bur Death will , 
all theſe feeble wretched Prerences; for 
the Saints above ſhine. with an unequal bri 


there bur Saints. And thoſe who do nor mourn 
under their Impertections,. and unfeignedly. de- 
fire and endeavour-to-be berrer, were never; ... 
really good. The florhful Servant that did not * I 
waſte but neglect ro improve his: Talent, was-*- 
caſt into owter.. Darkneſs. T here -are — 
degrees of puniſhments in Hell , but the leaſt» 
miſerable there ave miſerable for ever. In 
tis a perfect contradiction, a ,; for 
Man to think he is fincere in his hoice, and | 
repar'd in his Aﬀections tor the -pure w. 
| *ehcity in Heaven , that does nor la TY 4 


cleanſe himſelf from all pollutions of Bleſh and. 
Spirit ,, and to perfect Holineſs in the . Fear 4 ” 
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The Choice of Heaven muſt be early, in the 
+ prime of our days. The Choice muſt be 
conſtant, Saving perſeverance includes 


'CHAP. XK. 


= 


ebe permanent reſidence of Grace tn the 


Sort; w#nd the exerciſe of it, and progreſs 
 rowards Perfettion. Perfever ance "4s re- 


quired, notwithſtanding all Temptations 
that may allure or terrify us from our Du- 
ty. Saving Perſeverance excludes n0t all 
Sins, #ut total Apoſftary end final Impeni- 
tency. The ſimcerity of "Obedience 1s diſ- 
covered by its Conſtancy. A corrupt C on- 
fidence., or 4 vicious acjettion of Spirit, 
the truſting in -our ſclves, and diſtrufting 


God, are equally pernicious to the ftabi- 


"2. 


lity of a Chriſtian, 


| * choice of Erernal Feliciry muſt be 
early, in the prime of our days. The 
rule of 'onr Duty, and Reaſon binds 


ns to remember eur Creator #n our Tonth;xo pay to 


4 *> him the firlt fruits, of our Time and Streogth. 


When we are ſfurronnded with inticing Objects, 
and the Senſes are entire and moſt capable ro 
enjoy them , when the electing Powers are in 
their vigonr , then tis juit we ſhould live to 


God, obey him as our Lawgiver , and prefer 
the fruition of him in Heaven, the reward of ; 
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Qhedience, before all the pleaſurs of Vaatty : 
'Tis very honourable and pleaſing to God-to_ 
ive the Heart to him, when the Fleſh and the. © * 
p Warld ftrongly ſolicit ro withdraw it. Tis.” * 
high endearinent of the Sou] r9 him, when his 
Excellencies are prevalent in- the ERegm and. 
F Aﬀections above all the Charms of the Crea-- © 
: tures. And 'tis an unſpeakable fatisfaction ro- 
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the Spirit of a Man, to. declare the truth and: *  ? 
ſtrength of his Love to God by deſpiſing Temp-+ 
4 rations when they are moſt inviting, and 

| Appetite is eager. for the enjoyment of them. 
" Bur alas ! how many negleXt their Dury, and; 

| defer their Happineſs ? 'Lhey think it roo ſoans: 3 
4 to live for Heayen before the evil Days come ,. 

- wherein. they ſhall have no pleaſure ; when they 

ho cannat fin, and vainly preſume they can repent.” 
, The danger of this I have conider'd in the Dif--- 
4 caurile of Death, and ſhall therefore proceed to, 

the next Head, | 


3dly, Our Choice of Heaven muſt be con. 
ſtant and laſting, | 
2 The two principal Rules of rhe Spiritual Life - 
* are tobegin and end well : ro fix and eſtabliſh. 
s the main Deſign for everlaſting Happine(s, and. 
0 from a determinate Reſolutian and ratiged Paur--. 
* poſe of Hearr., .ro purſue ir with firmneſs and. 
conttancy : ro live tor Heaven, and with readi>-- ©: 
nels and courage to die for it , if the Glory of-* 
God.1o require. Perieverance is indilpeniably- * 
neceſlary in all that will obtain the Erermal Re-- 


ward, 
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For the clearing this moſt important Paint, | 


E will, | 


Firſt, Repreſent” from Scriprure the Idea of 
Perſeverance, that is atrended with Salva- 
rion, 


Secondly , Conſider why 'tis fo ſtrictly re- 
quired, 


Firſt, Saving Perſeverance includes the 1 
manenr' reſidence of Grace in the Soul : Tis 
compoſed of the whole Chain of Graces, the 
union of holy Habirs that are at firſt infuſed 
into a Chriſtian by the ſanctifying Spirit. When _ 
Eternal Life is promiſed to Faith , or Love, or 

© Hope, 'tis upon ſuppoſal that thoſe Graces be- 
ing planred in the Hearr ſhall finally proſper. 
He that us faithful to the Death, ſhall inherit the 
Crown & Life, Rev. 2. "Tis Love that ncover 
fails, 1 Cor. 13. that ſhall enter into Heaven. 
"Ts Hope firm unto the End, that ſhall be accom- 
pliſhed in a glorious Fruition. It Grace be 
difleited by an uſurping Luſt, Apoſtacy will fol- 
low; and rhe forfeirure of our right in the King- 
dom of Heaven. 

'2. Grace mult be continually drawn forth 
into exerciſe according to our ſeveral ftates and 
duties, and the various occaſions that hap 
in our courſe through the World. Thole who 
are light in the Lord., are commanded to walk as 
Children of the Light ; to ſignify the. excellency 
and purity of the Chriſtian Life. Thoſe wbo 

| live im the Spirit , muſt walkin the Spirit ; that 
WE 1s 
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ap.X. Of HEAVEN. 
is, by a conſpicuous courſe of Holineſs declare 
the vigour and efficacy of the divine Principle 
that is communicared ro them. Paulum ſeput- 
te diftat inertie celata virtus: Verme that breaks 
nor forth into viſible Actions, is not worthy of 
the Name. The meer abſtaining from evil is 
not ſufficient, bur all rhe poſitive aCts of the 
holy Life are ro be conſtantly done. In dif- 
charging borh theſe parts of our Duty, com» 
plear Religion is expreſt, and the power. of 
Grace conſiſts. 

3. Perſeverance includes not only continuance 
in well-doing, bur fervour and progreſs towards 
Perfection. There are rwo fix'd States, the 
one in Heaven, the other in Hell. The bleſſed 
Spirits above are arrived to the height of Ho- 
linels. The Devil and damned Spins are funk 
ro the loweſt extremiry of Sin. Bur in the 
middle ftate here, Grace in the Saints is a'r 
fing growing Light, and Sin in the Wicked im» 
_ every day, like Poiſon in a Serpent, that 

comes more deadly by his Age. We are in» 
joined not tro remain in our firſt Imperfections, 

ut to follow Holineſs to the urmoſt 1flue of our 
Lives, to its intire conſummation. For this end 
all the diſpenfations of Providence mult be im- 
proved whether proſperous or afflicting. And 
the Ordinances of the Goſpel were appointed 


hs. ME 


that in the uſe of rhem we may be changed in». | 


to the divine Imape from Glory to Glory. 


4. Perſeverance is required notwithſtanding. 
' all Temptations that may allure or terrify. us 


from our Duties ; what ever affects us one way 
or Other, while we are cloathed with frail:Fleſh. 
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geclared by our Savieur, If any Man will come 
«fter me, that is, be my Diſciple and Servant, 
tet bim deny himſelf, and take up bu Croſs aud 
Follow me ; "even ro be crucified with him, ra- 


zher than wilfully forfeir his Integrity and Loy- 


alry to Chriſt,” He muſt 
-* Netator ammem in- by a * facred fixt reſolu- 
Serpoſitum ſuperstu- tion deveſt himſcif of all 
mu, eXwrur, nc #3- things, even the moſt va- 
men hoc tanto appara- 1yed and defirable in the 
*, gud ſe 4ijpolis- reſernc World, and actu- 

werit , tranſuatabit , . 
wi tericy Corporis ni 9 forlake them, nay en- 
: Ports nz - ha X moſt dif 

ſu terrentis impetum ain WHar 15 
ſeindat , & laborem raſteful', aud reſiſt unto 
watgations exhayriat. Fes _— rather than deſert 

Pani Dury. 

T7. He muſt with un- 
Wong Faalaree continue in doing his Duty, 
trwirhftanding all Miſeries and. Calamyies; 
Foffes, Difgraces, Torments , or. Death ar delf, 
"which wicked Men, and greater Enenues, the 
Powers of [Darkneſs , can inflict upon him, To 
them who by patient continuance in well dang, 
feek for Glory, Honour and Immortality, Eternal 
Life s promiſed, Rom.-2. He that endures to the 
End (norwithſtanding the moſt terrible Suffer-- 


mngsto which he -s expoſed for -Chriit's Aake) . 


. Thall be ſaved, Max. -10.-22. In this a:Chrittian 


7 myſt be the expreſs Image of his Saviour, who 


for the joy that was ſet before him , endured: the 
* .Crofs, deſpiſed the ſhame , and % ſet down at the 
1: right hand of God. Difgrace and Pain areEvils 
>.  Dathumane Naturehas amok tenderſente of, 


bu & 2 
ED gu + | yer 
—» a» «* - 
4 _ = o 


i WO 


R -,, 
F o 4 . is F p $ - 
_ di % 


EM 


roo AV ap. 
Tis the fundamental Principle of Chriſtianizy 


— an as of a oc WS » = 


Co 


od of of 18 

+» 
” 4 
--, 


- ee FI . es ke RITES EY L { - _— "0 
ao.) , Of ÞF $A VEN. Iog9. 
yer the Son of God with a divine 
and conſtancy endured them in the higheft de+ 
grees. He was {corn as a feigned King, and” © 
falſe Propher. He ſuffered a. bloady Death.  _ 
ra- | and by the Croſs aſcended to Glory, And we * 
y-- | muſt follow him, if we defire to be where 
aſt | he is. BU} 14 
lu- 2. Bur this- is nor the only trial of a Chri-® * 
all | fan. Proſperity is a more erous oe 
'a= | £0 the Soul, though Adyerhty be more rigo-” = 
he | rous, 


» 


Us Sevior arms 
N- Incumbit luxuria : Juven. 
1t- 


to | For rhe Spirir is excited by Perils and Difticylle 
rt | ries to ſeek to God for Strength; and wikh-vigh - 7 
lant refolute Thoughts nnizes all its Pawers/ yo. + } 
n-- | oppdiethem ; bur 'tis made weak and catzeles 
Y, | by whartiis grateful ro the {ſenſual Inclinations, 
S; | Irikeeps cloſe the Spiritual Armour 19 the ap 
encounter of Dangers that threaten-1t5 ruin, 
3s inticed to pur it off by thegaveſſes and-blag- 
diſhments of rhe World. Jr does nor'ke irs £- 
nemies under-the diſguiſe of a pleaſant Temp- 
ration;- Thus Sin ings is. ſelf, AE 
Trealing ſte 1nto* hrone withour, 
fervanion. Man is wounded wth a ple 
Temprarion as wirh the:\Plague,thar flies 40 1 
'dark, and 'Grace-is mſenhbly- weaken'd. From” 
hence it is, rhar Adverſity-otrev reforms jhe Vis © 
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b FAR AVEN. Chaps X. 
* - *=5. Saving Perſeverance excludes nor all Sins; 
= - "bur total Apoſtacy, and final impenirency, which 
-,.-- are fatal and deadly under the New Covenant. 
If the Righteous turneth away from bu riphreouſ-- 
neſs, and committeth Iniquity, and doth according 
to-all the Abominations that the wicked Man doth, 
el he live ? all hs. Righteouſneſs that he hath 
1 Gone ſhall not be 'mentioned , in hy Treſpaſs that 
© 3:he treſpaſſed, and in by Sin" that he hath ſinuedl 
= be ſhall die, Ezek. 18.24. If ayy Man draw 
F back, my Soul ſhall have no pleaſure in him, faith 
the Lord, Heb. 10. 38. Theſe Threatnings im-- ' 
ply, there is a poſſibiliry of the Saints INN 
; 1 way confieres - in themſelves, - but not r 
| they are ever totally deſerred by rhe Holy Spi- 
* rit, and left 'under the reigning Power of Sin. 
> "The Threatningsare inrended roawaken their 
Care, and are Rreſervarives of them from Ruin, 
and have a fingtilar Influence on their Perfeve- 
rance. A vigilant and cautious Fear eſtabliſhes 
the py of their Hope. Indeed, from-rhe 
eliques of - weakneſs and corrupridn in the 
-Samrs, they ſometimes actually tall-anro pre- 
ſumptuous Sins, and by rebellious relapſes wound 
| - Conſcience, and ler qur much of the vital Spi- 
rits, their Graces and Comforts. Bur though 
& the divine Nature in them is miſerably waſted 
= by ſuch Sin's, yer ris nor abolifh'd. As after the 
> Creation of Light, there. was never -pure. and 
"toral Darkneſs in the World: Grace does-not 
£., confift in a' Point, bur. is capable of Degrees. 
The new Creature may decline: in Beaury and | */ 
— Strength , = Life remain. Berween a lively | tr! 
and adead Faith, there may be a fainting Faith; | 
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'as in-Sr. Peter, for certainly our Saviour was 


heard in his Prayer for him, that his Faith ſhould 

not fail in his dreadful Temptation. . The Saints 

do nor by a particular extinguiſh the firſt 

lwing Principles of Obedience, Faith and Love; 

nor change their laſt end by an entire racer 

from God ro the World. In ſhort, a fingle 

of Wickedneſs does not reduce theni ito. a. 
ſtate of Unregeneracy : for 'tis not the marrer 
of the Sin fingly conſidered, bur the diſpoſition = 


of the Sinner rhar denominares him. It Grace 


1 in the Saints ſhould utterly periſh, as ſome bold- 


ly afſert,*their Recovery would be im e 
For the Apoſftle'rells us, that if thoſe * were 
enlightened, and had tafted of the Heavenly Gift, 
that had been under ſome common Workings 
and lower Operations of the Spirit, if fuch faf 
away univerſally, and live in a camrle of Sin op» 
poſite ro their _— I by _ 
rions, 1t is impoſſible ro renew epen- 
rance ; how po more then if thoſe who were 
truly ſanctified by the holy Spirit, ſhould ins - 


rirely loſe all thoſe gracious habits planted in. +; * 


them in rheir Regeneration? Bur David, though 


guilty of Adultery and Iynrder, Sins of fo foul 


a Nature as would diſhonour Paganiſm it ſelf, 


and made the Enemies of God to blaſpheme, was." | 


reſtored by Repentance. The Goſpel propounds 
a remedy nor only for Sins committed be. 
fare Converſion, but after ir. IF any Man fin, 
we have an Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt . 


the Righteous. God does not revoke the Adop« _ » 


rion, nor reverſe the Jultification of a Believery £ 8 
but upon ſcandalous diſorders, the IT © 
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of it, b OA 
- till by renovation, be is qualiied and made fir 
the enjoyment of thar F pure Inheryance, 
For thoſe Sins which are a jutt cayſe of excome | 
munigating an Offender the Church.on Þ - 
*-Farth, would exclude him from the Kingdom Þ} 
of Heaven withour Repentance. Our Saviour 
P ing us, what * hound on Earthb., s ratified in 
"Heexcy. And the Apaltle ex elly declares of Þ - 
-- thale kinds of Sin for which Profeſſors muſt be } 
© xemoxyed from. the Communion of Saints here, } 
$5 x they areanexclufive bar from the Kingdom Þ} 
Faven. But I hgue written £0 Qu, not to keep 
Company, if any that x called 4, Brother be a Eor- | 
Weaver, or Conetors, or an Idelater, or aRazler, or 4 | 
| &, or an. Extortiouer : with ſuch 4- once, ng | 
wer to.cat, 1 Cor: 5. 11. Ang know ye not that | | 
the Unrightecus ſhajl not inherit the Kingdem of } 
? Be not devejued : neither. Ferriicators, nor. 
Japlaters, nor Adidterers, nor Efferunate, nor Cos 
Petors, nor .Drunkar ner Rewiers, nor Extors 
- 12-i Las inherit Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 
If one that is ruly a-Child of- God: 
bw bp apy of theſe Sins, till by an extraqrdis 
46 EY he is prepared tor Pardon, he 
dhe [2 it, nor haye- a comfortable hape + 
ipto Heaven, For only thoſe who } + 
zhed, axe glorified. Indeed it is not imar-Þ 
vhege the Seed of Ged 7 _ the vie-f - 
e of Grace, as it does Yohs ws 
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| he lived in him more: dearly than im himſelf; 
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eruptions in rhe way for a-rime, bue 
xf with renewed Zeal and Diligence we 


of it. 
thing -prapounded , The Reaſon why: Perfeve- 


fance' 1s yequiſite in all char will abwin Eternal 
_ and 'rigs rhis, That their Sipcerizy may be 


vered by conſtancy in: Qbedience - under” - 
T 


all Trials. Blefſed s the Man that endures 
tatrn; for when he u# tried, he receine' the 


' Cramn of "Life, which the Lond bath promifed wi 


them: that love him. "The Law required-unfr- 
Obedience . the ate 2 , 
accepts 'of Sincerity ; t be- 

wanting, there is no Promuſe that gives right 


to the Now Sinceriry implies tuch- - | 
an entire Love'of God, as makes a'Perſon ſubs. ” 


mir to all Duties commanded ia his Law, and 
all'Trials appointed by is Providence. A hi 
Example we have of this in Ahrahwy, when 


and by his own Hands, for a Burnt-Offering. 


This was to kill a double Sacrifice at one Blow ;; 


for the Life of Abrebam was bound up in I/@ao: 


we 
_ 


all-his Joy, alt his Poſteriry By $.ra had-died 
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was commanded ro offer up his only Son I/aee, 
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Sevondiy, I come now to conſider the ſecang..,, © 
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Foes: 1 oa 
- 0 Of OTE Logs 
IF * in Iſaac. Whar reſentments , whar feſrftance$* 
” » of Narure did he ſuffer? yer preſently he adP 
dresd himſelf to perform his Dury. WhoeverF 
faw a more glorious Victory over all the re 
; def and powerful Paffions of humane Nature? 
= _. O uncxampled Obedience ! being an Original} 
Without any Precedent to inmate, and wirhout} 
F a Copy to ſucceed'ir. Aﬀer this clear infallible} 
”, - . Teſtimony of his Sincerity, the Angel declard} 
from Heaven, Now I know that thou feareſt Goh, 
. ſeeing thon haſt not withheld thy Son , thine only 
- Son from me. And 'tis faid concerning the fol- 
1 zOwers of the Lamb, that they loved nat their} 
Z Lives unts the NDeathi The Love of Chriſt] 
that animated them -in all their Sufferings , 
'was ſweeter than Life , and ftrofiger 
Death. | 
Indeed there was a wonderful difference ' inf 
the behaviour of the Martyrs under Sufferings,] 
bur in all, the ſame Perſeveting Grace was evi-} 
denr, though” working variouſly. Some' in the 
molt beaurifut Flower of their Age encoun-J: 
terd Fire and Sword, Tormentors and Tor- 
ments, with that ſenſible Toy, with thoſe Songs 
-of Praiſe to Chriſt, as if they ſaw the Heavens] 
open with St. Szephen, and rheir Saviour ready 
ro.receive' and crown them. Burt 
*Homil 6. de many others, as Chryſoſtom tefti- 
_ Tavd. Pal. fies; went to the Tribunals, ro! 
the Theatres, go Dearth, with 
many appearances of Fear.  Upon' hearing the 
-wild Beatis roar, were {truck with hor 
ror; ar the :fighr of the Executioners and the 


-. Inftruments..of Taerment, they were: and . 
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Ve! 
eN- defire, with not my Will 


r courſe; as when tis 
af-the Sun: fo, thole 


ight Beams of Comfort , £1 wo 


1/9] When. one Word to renounce Chriſtianity ould: 
31-1 have ſaved them, no Tormems could hs 
er] from them , bur they | pariently endured. al* 3 
a] Role and the adenine Power of Gee: The,» 4 
and.the admirable; Power ot Grace. 

ith firſt overcame their own Fears, the reludtancy 
of the carnal part, their Aﬀection to wharever 
in{ is deſirable in the World , which is the nobleft 
"A Victory, and then - the Cruelty of their Perſe- 
viel curors. . In them was yerified the Teſtimony of 
hef the .Spirir-, Here.» the patience of the Saints: 
n-I. Here are they that keep the Command of God and 
weld the. Faith of Feſus. 

gs| _ But bow many appear faithful while their 
ns} Faith is not to be ſhewed by difficult Works, 
and proved by Sufferings? The Seed that fell | 
url 02 the ſtony Ground , ſprang up as hopeful as 4 
jj. the Seed in the good Ground art firſt ; but when | + 
rol Tribulation came , ic wither'd away, wanring 
the Root of Sinceriry. And rhar which was 
ſown among "Thorns, was choak'd by the Cares <7 
r4 and Pleaſures of rhe World. Some Luft in the 
4 Heart -interweaves with the Afﬀections', 'and 
if . aules Apoſtacy, How many from glorious 2 
[4 WA 4 Begins. * 
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ma nor rhe Charges of 'Wis deſigned Work. be- 
yan to tdife a' tnapni Scracbure, / bur und- 

the Foundation in tus own 
pented their Qhoice of Hea- | 
' vw what, in: muft colt them, 
ard would: -lave *the Work with the loſs of 


Others thar began in- the Spirir, and-with 


raiſed Afﬀections {et out im rhe ways of Godli- 
als, yer by gy ry of ſenſaal:Lufts and 


"ue juſtior venia in 
aninibut cauſir, quam 
wluntarius, an quam 
invitus peccator 17> 


plerar * Negationem 


mag is. megavits, qui 
Chr: ſtem' vexatur, an 
qui -deleFatus amifit? 
(? quam amitteret 
if, an qui quum 


de praleir. 
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- amitteret Iuſit 7 Tett,. 


jons, (and there- 
fore with-grearer * Guilt) 
leave their firit Love, and 
end in - the Fleſh, They 
fall from high Profeffions, 
bat received by:ſofr Plea» 


fures feel not 'the Fall. 


Theſe were never fincere, 
and-never had a Right to 
Heaven. Þhey took up 
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_ tells'ms of ack," bankfeen Derter for rhem"rony . +» 
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- Fire, congeals more firongly "rchan-ther whrielt 
Was hogs pore becnate _ are = 
np 'evapso -by the Fire, triote rep a 
Pars ma ding are more capable of Cold."  - 
thoſe who have felt the Power of rhe Word fi 
their Aﬀections, and afterwards loft thar has 
Iy heat, become more 'tdeden'd in their Sing 
God jnitly - withdraws his'Grace,, and-therevit - - 
$pirir "that was  expeſted 'for 'a cite,” terms 
with Seven wore, and apgruvates' his "Tyrans 
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Fo conclude ; Since the certainty 'of Satvus 
tion 15 conditional , if we perſevere in” a-holy: 
Seare, let us beware of a corrapr Confidence, 
#nd'a' vicious Dejettion -of Spirit, . che | 
it! our ſelves , or diſtrufting ; To'prevent. 
the traſtitig in our fetves; confider, 

1. The moft excellent Creatures are by 'the 
mſtabiliry of Narute liable to -defection , ſub- 
ject to' a-corruprive change. Of this' the fal 
| kh Angels are a'dreadfil Example, who of 
their own TTtion,  unterhpred , firitied th Hea- 

2.. The Danger / is greater of falling away, 
When they are typed 5 ſolicired by 4 violent 
ov grateful Termpration. Thus our firlt Parears 
ns af nntes Grow in <n-Fled, had 

recove their -Poſt m all ww 
the wnd'of . the World, Foy * #4 
"—_ 3. When > 
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iN © ——_— every Spark , the Danger is ex- 
"  --rream. Like > defieged Ciry thar 15 in great 


3 and Conſpiracies from: within. Let us therefore 
- be very watchful' over our Hearts and Senſes, 

md keep as much as is poflible at a fafe di- 
ſtance * Fempration. And be very dili- 
gent-in' the uſe of all holy Means to confirm 
and" fortify our Reſeturions for Heaven. God 


iſed ro Hezekiab 15 Years, bur not-ro 

"M rao Life by- Miracle ; he was great pe 
- repair the waftings of Narure ;by daily'Food, 
=. and to abſtzin from what was noxious and de- 
q ſtructive to his Body. The Apoſtle excites Chri- 
. Ffians, to work out their own Salvation with fear 

| and trembling ; for it is God that works in them to 
> Will and to b; of his 290d Pleaſure. Let him that. 
Bands take" heed leſt he fall. None are a more 
eaſy conqueſt ro the Temprer, than thoſe who 
preſume upon their\'own Strengrh. We ſhould 
be always jealous 
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: - +3: When there is ſupervenient Corruption in | 
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ty to forbidden” Things , and” rakes 


| ' hazard of rakihg , by Afaults from, withour, - 


Denique ſape cognovimus, 
quoniam quem formidoloſa 
carnificum pompanon terruit, 
nee diviſe lateris ſulcus in- 


# iriumphalis fartitudinis 
vigore abdacere potuerunt , 
_ eur inter ſacra premia con- 
© Fitutum, Uxor tenere prolis 
oblatione, miſerabilis units 
'  Jdacrymaniſcratioe decepit. 
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Fregit, nec ardentes lamine' 


of our ſelves, from 
i {ad Examples 
of Apoſtacy in eve- 
.ry og St. Ambroſe 
teſtifkes from . his 
own knowledg, that 
many after the cou- 
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| 1 their Sides. that their Bowels a peat. e7. Y 
 F EE ha Lamang of Bhs: ry of che | 
; # dies, yet when led forth ro' finiſh the Vicory 
 F Fazth, to be att Speftacle- to Angels 
and Men, when the Rewarder was rea» 
| dy.to put the Martyrs: Crown on their Heads, 
| arthe fight of their mourning Wives and Chil 
1 dren.an the way , were overcome by Pity, the' 
weakeſt - Aﬀection, and faild-in the laſt a> 
of Chriſtian Fortirade. He muſt . pray to be 
ſtrengthened with-all Might, according , to his ple- 
rious Power , unto all patience and. long-ſuffer 
with. joyfulneſs, For ome may yigoroully refit; 
one. lort of Tempration, and render themſelves 
to-others.. And if finally variquiſh'd..by one 
of thoſe Enemies, we loſe our Victory and 
Crown. 

And as Preſumption betrays the Soul into 
the Devil's Snares; ſo a vicious dejection . of 
Spirit. from a. diſtruſt of Relief from God in 
our Difficulties, and his a{ſitance.wiwh onr*un- 
teigned, endeayours for Salvation is yery parry, 
czous. For this damps Induſtry, and-caules &- 
ther a total neglect , or uncomfortable uſe of | 
Means for that End. Many Chriitians conſi-  . 7? 
dering their Graces are weak , their Nature 
fickle and. apt to revolt, are ready (as David ] 
ſaid, One day I ſhall periſh by the Hand of Saul” _- 
to. conclude ſadly of the Iflue of their Condit. * 7 
tion. To encourage fuch , let them conlider, - , 
thar Perſeverance 1s not only a Condition, bur + 
a Privilege of the *Covenant of Grace ; For” 7, 
that aſſures us of ſupply of ſpirirual Strength,” 

' to the lincere Belieyer for performing the, Cons 
| Ft dirign 
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(oolees " Indeed 'if Grace were the 
meer "product” of Free-Will, the moſt fervent 
Refaturions would vaniſh inro'a Lie, upon rhe 
Afﬀanir of an overpowering 'Temprarion. * As 
Hezehiah ackriowledped tht rhe Aſſyrian Kings 
had deſtroyed the Gods of the Nations that were 
770: Gods, but Tdols, the Work of Mens Hands. Bye 
fanctifying-Grace is the eftect of the Holy Spr- 
fir, and he that bepins that yood Work im the 


' Saints, will perform it until the day of Feſus 


EM: He thar inclin'd them joyfully ro chuſe 
the Spiritnal Erernal Good, ' will bind their un- 
conſtant Hearts , thar by a faithful adherence 
they ihall cleave to their Duty and Feficiry. God 
has moſt'graciouſly declared, 1'wiil pur my Spr- 


* Fit into their Hearts, that they ſhall never depart 


From me. The promiſe is founded in theur- 
changeable Love of God to his People. Were 
God, as Man, fubject ro Variation, there mighr 


© be Jealouſfies in Believers, leſt rhey ſhould Tole 


his good” Will. As thoſe who depend on Prin- 
ces, are ſuſpicious leſt from the narural incon- 


E - Rancy of the human” Will, a new Favourite 


ſhould ſupplant them. . But whom God lovgs , he 
loves to the End. The Apoſtle prays for the 
Theſſalonians, that God wou!d preſerve them blamc- 
leſs until the coming of Chriſt, by this Conſidera- 


; Ton, faithful s he that calleth you, he will do it. 


He ſpeaks of the, Internal Call, that opens'the 
Heart, and overpowetrs all Reſiſtance. As when 
the. Angel came with a Lighr ſhining im the 
Priſon to Sr. Peter, and ſtruck him on the Side, 


© bid him ariſe quickly, looſed his Chains, and 


Ed hin through the-Guards, open'd the __— | 
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and reſtored him to Liberty. 


( The ef 0 

ling of a Sinner, is the vilihle and infallible Et-*% 

fect of electing Mercy ; and God is unchangea- 

-- "le in his own purpoſe, and faithfal- ro 

Promiſes of bringing all ſuck by Sandtification . 
to Glory. The {He iclls the Saints at. + 
Corinth , That the Redeemer would confirts 4 
chem ro the End : God # faithful, by whom ye” - \ 
are called. Grace that was at firlt inſpir'd, is * 7 
continually aftuared by the Spirir, who 1s ftiled” 
the Earneſt of the Saints Inheritance. Yo'that 
whereas the Angels that excell'd in ſtreogrh, 
kepr-not their firit State of Puriry and Glory, 
bur are ſunk into. Corruption and Milery, yet © } 
true humble Believers, though weak, and en» . © 
compalt with many Difficulties, ſhall be prev 
ſerved from deſtructive Evil, and raiſed ro an 7 
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| unchangeable Eftate of Perfection. This is as 

rruly admirable, as if the Stars ſhould fall-from 

Heaven, and Clods of Earth aſcend and ſkine 

l 1n the Firmament. The Apoſtle who acknow- 

] Jedged hw inſufficiency of himſelf to think, a god _ 

. Thought, yet truumphantly declares, I canido alt - 
things (within the compals of his Duty) through 

7 Chriſt that ſtrengthens me. The Love, Fidehry 

4 and Power of God are-a fure Fountain of Aft- 

b ſtance to every Chriſtian, thar ſincerely reſolves 

4 and endeavours ro proſecute his laſt and bleſſed 

End, | 
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E. Direftions.to fix the: Choice, aright. The 
© danger from the Senſes and the. Fancy, of 
= perverting our Choice. The power of 
Fancy conſidered. The carnal affeftions 
are the worſt Counſellors, The Senſes 
and Carnal Aﬀeftions are uncapable 
of apprehending Spiritual things ; they 
are deceitful and very numerous and cla- 
enorous, The general example of Men is 
.Corruptive of our Fudgments about world- 
ly things, 'Tis fooliſh to be direfted by 
the Multitude in , an affair of Eternal 
moment, The univerſal fudgment of world- 
EY ty Menintheir af ſerious Hours, is con- 
= ſiderate, and to be believed, 
WS Shall now come to the Directions how to - 
+." fix our Choice arighr. 
{+ .@ This is a matter of everlaſting Conſe- 
quence; it therefore becomes us with the moſt 
EF -intenſe application of Mind to conſider it, and 
according to the advice of Wiſdom, to keep the 
:- : Heart with all diligence ; far out of it are the 


- 


© afſues of Life. | 
; % #2 Indeed the choice were not difficult between -. 


\ 
S..4 


WS, Iymg Vanities and ſubſtantial Blefledneſs, if un- 

Feorrupted Reaſon had the fuperiour ſway : bur 
4n,rhis lapſed ſtate of Nature, the Underſtand- 
Sg” and "Will are: ſo depraved , rhar preſent | 
things pleaſing ro Senſe , Taviſh the Hearr into, 
35S "$>aN , 8 a. 
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Men are deceived ;'not _ mn 

Fry nec ruin. the ſubrile Seducer ol 

-fair Temptations. This will be e en hp 
reflecting upon. ng frame and com 

Man, as he conſiſts of Spzrz?, Soul 4 praph=s, 

the manner of his acting. The Spirit 18 m_ in» 


rellective diſcerning Faculty , the Seat of Reas, 


ſon, capable ro com and judge of rhe | 
lities of things , OS ks their. iffnes. _ 


Body- includes the lower Faculties , the Senſes, -- 
Fancy and Paſſions, that are converſant —_— 
preſent things. The Soul is the Will, the * 
ciple of Election, in the midſt of the other, as 

the Centre ro which all their, Addrefles- 
Now. upon the propoſal of- the -ipi | 
carnal Good in'order to Choice, .the Will. is ud 

be Gidephed by the "Tn 
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- that in the compecon, Heaven with all us A 
Glory 1s deſpiſed, and the preſent. World ems . 

* -x ly To open this more particularly, cons * Eh 
{ider 

1. The Senſes can only taſte and en 

d ſer di y Pleaſures. Py grabs; k 

n FE, he Fancy that de up wary oro in irs | 

rions, and is their eqns - 1 

: S roger Feliciry only- under the notion,of ſens 

oy Pleafure, We oo? illuſtrate this. by 234 
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actice of. ** Aretims a 


Flazitio inſigm, ſem. 
o7 rom Aa. ner, reeofded withan- 


we flagrant of ob 'id famy , who being oftety 
| bas Pingtnr ſub di- 1mployed” te pant ths 
nie fmgie ltaq, Goddeſſes tobeſtt irithe- 
not orþ 48 ventraban- Pagan” Temples; always 
| Pl, drew thei” Piettires by 
4 | the Faces and Complexi- 
Ss of his Hatlots, that the Objects of his im- 
= pure Love might have Vencration , and a Di-- 
bs "wifity atrriburted ro them, under the Tirles, and 
E487 Petence of Minerva, Fino, Diana; and the os. 
_ther:Goddeſſes-ador'd: by the Heathens. This 
$—_T. in an-Idofater , is reſembled by Men 
fancy Happineſs, (thar is a ſpiritual divine 
= Perfection emoyed iti the glorions Vifion of God) 
+4 bez carial F ; and having with' ſenf- 
ble Coloars- afid - ineaments repreſented it as. 
yy rs ch&itbrutiſh Faculties, place it itt 
Hearts; and facrifice + a' rheir Thoughts; 
Ee vis atid Service ro _ M 
© ancy 15 've wertul in Men upon a 
"dine eB I 
* 1: The Underſtanding naturally receives the 
-, MNoriorts of Things by'Phantaſms thar are {till 
& - trixing in" its Contemplations.” \ While the Sonl, 
"> Woonfined to: a Tabernacle of Fleſh ; ir appre- 
{+= hends no Obje&t without the precedent excita+ 
"risn'of the Senſes. From whence' it is impoſſi-. 
-ble, that a Perſon abſolutely deprived of Sighr 
From his Birth; fhonld wo an boon of Light or 
dts ;%or thar' is -bornt deaf, ſhould conceive 
r'Sound-1 Ss, rhe Senſe never having im impart- 
Caf acconrt of it'rd. them, "Aids ths litage 
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of the Object is nar immediately-rran{mnites.. 
from the. Senſe ro.-rche Mind, bur . firſt to thi Y 


Imagination, that prepares it- for irs'view., An 


x 


rom. hence the ſenſual/Fancy is ſo predominant = 
m. {weying the Judgment , and. nchning-the 
Will.” As thoſe Counſellors of State that : 
the-Ear of the Prince, and are continually with: 7 
him, by ſpecions Informations ,, and daiguiting - 3 
Truth, influence hymn. ro approve or reject-Pers 
ſons and Things, according 10: the. various Ale © 3 
pets. given by. them... The ſame Object pror-. <4 
pounded in a dark., confuled manner... WW 
mavcs ns; but varnitht and beaur1hed with hives. © 
If and pleatant Colours by.tke Imagination; 38”? 
armed with ſuch Power that ravihes the eiteem 2 
or rhe £gLne, a only of rhe Wall, 3's 84 
Ciel al Happinels-being purely: Spiritual, fuck 3 
af Eye hath = ſeen, =4J Gong = i 
into the Heart of Man to conceivs., 1 
diſcoveries. be made_ of ir. by Revelation, yet.- 2 
the Imaginarion makes ſuch an obſcure derract--, 
ing Idea of it, that it affedts no more, than-a _® 
dead Shadow drawn in. ſome imperfect Lines. 
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*is a meer Dream, that brings neither folid nor 
durable Joy. One in a Fever is pleafed by i 
taagining Fountains and Streams, though he 

- . knows.that imaginary Waters cannot quench 

" his Thirſt, nor afford the leaſt real Refreſh- 
ment. Now the ſenſitive Appetite being in- 
fam'd by the Fancy; imparts a contagious Fire 
to the Will, and that induces the Mind, either 
ro concur with it, and palliate the deceir, and 
to judge favourably according to its Inclinarions, 
or mdkes ir ſlack or remitls in its Office, di- 
verting the Thoughts from what might con- 
troul the Appetite ; or if the Underitanding 
- ſtill contradicts, yer "tis in fo cold and fpecula- 
tive a matrer, that the Law of the Members re- 
©bels. againſt the Superior Lighr ; and is too 

WS ong for the Law of the Mind, and thar Say- 

$:yerifed, ctr. . FRG”, 
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hs 


Video meliora probeg; 
Deteriora ſequor. 


T fee whar is worthy to be choſen, bur purſue 
whar* is to. be abhorr'd. Thus miſerably weak 
are the' rational guiding Powers in Man - ſince 
his Fall, thus imperious and violentthe bratyh 
Faculties. In ſhort; illufion and concupiſcence 
arc the principal Cauſes why the mot noble 
 rn1 divine Good is undervalued and tejected in 
compariſon of inferior tranfixory Vanities. O . * 
\ukt cheap Damiation of” beguiled Souls ! A 
Meſs of Potrage* was more' valuable to- Ear, 


- than the Birth-right that had arinext to it the 

{Regal and Prieftly Digniry. -Unwite and uns 
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1» forſake their own Mercies. 
e + Thus Thave briefly ſer down the proceſs of .- * 
h F Mens fooliſh choice in this degenerate Stare. - _ 
- Þ + Now thar we may with a free uncorrupred 
- | Judgment compare things in order te a. wile : 
Choice- of rrue Feliciry , it follows from w a4 
has been faid , that as the Apoſtle in obeying*7 
his Heavenly Commiſſion, conferr d not wi op "2 
Fleſh and Blood. We muſt not in this matrer of - - 
inhnire importance, attend, X 
” 1: To the Suggeſtions” and Deſires of the 
Senſes and carnal Appetite, which are the worlt:- 
Counſellors, as being uncapable of judging what *-,- > 
s our proper Happineſs, deceirful and unpags.”* 2 
runate. af 7 
Firſt, They are uncapable of apprehending3*** 
4 Spiritual Eternal Things which alone rig nee Pen 
and compleat ſatisfaction to the Soul, and cath» "8 
not look forward to the end of ſinful Pleafures, +? 
and ballance the terrible Evils they leave at 3 
parting, with the flight vaniſhing conrenr TS 
{prings from their Pretence. Therefore as blind" 
erſons lay hold on things, they feel, {o rhe lens” 
fitive Faculties, thar are Lind and bruriſh, ad»#%. 
here to groſs. preſent enjoyments, not under 
ſtanding the pure ſpotleſs Feliciry that -1s rw” > 
come, and defpifing what they do nor. ubders =” 
ſtand. Now a. 1 fair wpon. -- 
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tft for Men thaf ſhould affect with Judgment; 
to judge by their Aﬀetions. 
2. The Carnaf Appetire with its Lufts are 
ery deceirftil, a Party within holding correſ- 
ponderice with our Spiritial Ehemies, rhe Ar-/ 
mies of evil Angels, ſo active and afliduous in 
pontparing and accompliſhing the Damnation of 
len. The Devil in Scripture is called 7he 
"Temipter by way of eminence, who mariages 
and 1mmproves all Temprations , and his perni- 
czous Deſign is by the Objects of Senſe, order- 
<d and made more alluring and killing by his- 
"Fatious Arts, to engage the Aﬀections into a' 
t-- . Compliarice, and fo ro gain the Will. Now our 
gfeat _ is not ſo mnch from Saran rhe'E- 
23 my. without .,- as from the Carnal Apperite, 
"7 Me Traitor within, that gives him the Ht and 
+5 Caly entranceinto the Soul: He can only en- 
© a. tice by repreſenting what is amiable to Senſe, 
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tim to wo npon. The perfect regularity of 
© Faculties 4n our Bleſſed Saviour was not in the 
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E > ſtanding all his Attempts, did. not ſome corrupr 
<<< -<p=rq , Cheriſh'd in our B6ſonis, lay us na-- 
-- ked and open to his poiſon'd Darts. The A- 
pole; Perer, who had a Spirirtial Eye, and dif 
4. .cernd wherein the ſtrength of our grett Ene-- 
-. my lies; admonithes Chriſtians , D#ayty Belvved, 
BY of vefcech you , as Strangers andl Pilryimny, abſtain 
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E, frons fleſhy, Luſts, that mar againſt the So. 
we are.rold by. hin, That the Corruption, that 
6 in the World, 1 throughi\Luſt. The outWaT 

© | Qbjets are-ulcful. and beneficial in theie ky 
_ the abule of rhem- is from Lu(t,, The Poilop 
n IS. NOT 1n-the Flower 3 bat inthe, Spider.,.,, by 
f 

e 
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therafore in5nirgly dangerous-to-centals; gr | 
Our, carnal Faculties in rhis;matrer, Jor,zhey ane 34 
bribd and corrupted , and. will. temp 


N poral-things to our choice. 
" 1::3+ Lhe ſenſual Aﬀe<tions arc fo numerous 
SG; and, clamorous, ſo yehement and halty,, that it 


they are admirted to.counlel.,, and give the de- 
- cilve Vote, the Voice :of COIL will.nar 
9 be. heard .,or regarded. In concernments of a 
5 lower. Nature , 'rtis conftantly ſeen, that,ne- 7 
J thing more diſturbs. Reaſon,.and makes Men--* *; 
unprovident and precipitant in their Determj- _ 
nations, than a dif rderd Paiion. From hence, 
;Tis. 4, prudent Rule, That as 'tis nor fit ro eat 
18 height of a' Fever , becaule the Meat 
&s:che Dilcale, by increaſing the feveriſh, nor 
the” vital. heat: ſo 'tis:not good to deliberate m 
.the. heat. of any Aﬀection. For then the 
Thoughts ſtrongly. blow up the Paſſion, and- 
{morker Reaſon, and the Mind is rather a Par- 
ty. than a Judge : but after rhe declination of 
thar Feyer in. the Soul}; in a quier interval; tis 
_ lealonable- ro conhider, - Now if any fimple 
(Paſſion when moyed, : tranſports and confounds - 
 -the; Mind, and'makes ir _uncapable of judging: = 
aright, much more'the love of the World, an 7; 
unyerlal Paiſion that reigns in Men, and has. 
lo many ſwarming delires anſwerable to the 
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'-- ,vatiety 'of ſenſible things, and” ther is 
more unruly , laſting and dangerous” than any 
rricular Pafſion. In' ſhort, enſnal' Aﬀections 
Mrivkce the Mind, and hinder 'irs due conf- 
ing the folly and obliquiry of the cartial 
4 ice, and when ' incensd {as diſtracted Per- 
Johs whoſe Strength grows! with their Fury) 
W. violently” break all the reſtraints rhe 'nnder- 
© Rftanding 'can apply from reaſon and revela- 
S tion. 

2. In order to make a righr Choice, we muſt 
be very watchful leſt rhe general Example of 
Men ramr our Reaſorr, wt cauſe an unmode- 
> rate efteem of remporal things. The whole World 
= ties in Wickedneſs , in a ſenſual Sty, withoir 
&- Conſcience of irs Miſery , or care' of ' regaining 

\- ts Happineſs, deceived and pleaſed with ſhews 
of Felicity. The way to Hell is broad, as the 
. inclinations of the licentious Appetite ; pleaſant, 
EF as the delights of Senſe; fo plain and 
= *Bor. eafie, that Meti go to it * blindfold/; 

LE andfo frequented, that it would force 

from any conſidering Perſon, to ſee Men 
Ao meer with Damnation. When Catifto 

The. Hartor reproach'd Socrates that rhere-were 

"28 F =v 


\ © +», morefollowersof her Beau- 
wiv > 6% ty than his Wiſdom ; the 
7 4755 + Philoſopher replied, That 

"75 i was not itrange, becauſe ir 
+ - Was much' Eaſier to draw 
RSS 4, hem in the way of-Plea- 

Ris mi fure, that is ſteep and Nip- 

ian. 1 13. pery,than ro conttrain them 
to aſcend to Vertue, —_ 
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ed on'a Hill , ; hed ae is flow, and 

with toil'and difficulty. Now ce We blindly 

more contagions than Example.” *'We'bl 

corifent with the Muttirnde, and are 

fooliſh Wonder, ant carnal Dei: of "wok 

DE NG 
ing to make”'a due 

= ver ' Artifice of rhe | ». gh - 

more vahuble ahve atrractive 

- para Perſons, from the commen practice 

O 


e them as their * 
Happineſs. As font” :Mchants' by * 
raiſe rhe Excha ro advance 
falls iſe nge , d 


the price ' of their -own'Wares: \The 'Men-of 
the” World are binder” the direction of Serie; 
and think them only-ro be-wiſe and happy/rhit 
ſhine in Pomp, abound in Riches, and overflow. . - 
in Pleaſu The' Platmiſt rells us of the 
us » Idling;' that while he lives, he" | 
s Soul '; ani Men will praiſe thee when thou deft 
well-to thy fol By vicious imitation our || 
_ -are moe -corru _ and wry 
rais'd to rees for paint 
The Foag in %s purſuir oF Barthly SE 1 
are inflam'd by the contention of _ | 
when holy Deſires and Reſolutions ſprin K 
in Men, yer {o* powerful is the cuſtom of the - * 
World, that they. often becoine ineffetual, © 
a Ship 'whoſe Sails are fill d with a fair 
bur makes no way , ſtopr by the force of o 
Current, - Now to forrify us againſt rhe 
ciaus influence'of Example, conlider, 


Wt + To moſt, yon wn in his "Ai = 
> vaſt. moment... 20. be under. the direction: of 
the-Mulritude. For the moſt. are fortiſh and 
- fendual, govern'd by rhe uncertain motions af a 


voluble Fancy, roving. impernous 
Algae "of by her cm le, 


ard iy gy Re. - 
ven! 4 1s 2s perfect, m Dyeaot as.for 
—— follpw, a.; Herd. . af AY through rhe 


vol and leave. a clean» Path hag: lies betore 
him. If there: were bur fey 4n or. Coun- 
try that were deluded woe fe PCArances, 
A would be a WI ga r 5 Pee 
the Foolith : .a4 great, n rs 

the Earthly-minded. give. Repuarion, and 'Cre- 
Gir:r0, their Error? He were g ttrange Fool un- 
gecd,. that ſhould refute &'a Gingle piccerof; coun-- 
rerfeu Money, and recewe- a great Heap in 
gayinent : as- if the number. :addog a -xcal 
Value to them. 'Tis therefore ,a neceflary 
point of Wiſdom .to;.di- 

P on de ants Nelt all £ vulgar. Prejudur 
Suiicatier, lemper cre- CCS, to, ſepara e ur felves 
ditur |, ſanabimnr, i fromthe itrade, that 
»hndo ſeparemur ace We may:;lce the yagiry of 
bite Sen. ae vit. Beat, Things ,-that  dazle intc-- 

rior Miads. 

- 2. Conſider the univerſal ſudgment even of 
worldly Mew in, their laſt and- ſerious Hours, 


© When the Profpet of Erernal (Jhjngs.i$ open 


| Þelore, them... How wvaltly difierent are- their 
pratienſork of Temporal Things in the re- 
from what they were in their vicious. 
d Defurs 2 How often do they break forth in the 
lorrow- 
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© ChapzXI! Of HENWVEN:! 13% + IN 
| forrowful Words of: the: Apoſtle; 7/+ have been; 
roiling all Night, and caught nothing > Whew 
there are but a few remaining Sands in the” 
_ of 'rime, and _ _ the —_ ou | 
ore ther, how powerfully do they : 
rhe emptineſs 26 atreraiany of things below. 
and figh out mm Solomon's Phraſe, ail WwVarr 
nity ? And this is more ſingalarly obſervableant = 
thoſe who have had the fulleſt enjoyment of 3 
Earthly Things: How” do- they complai-ef > 
the vain World, and their vainer Hearts, when 
Experience has convinc'd them 'of their woful: 
Folly 2_ Solomon who was among other Princes, 
as the Sun in the midit of rhe Planers;. that.ob-** 
{cures rhem by his illaftrious Brightnelsg.He ©. -; 
that had ſurveyed this Continent of Vanity, to* +. 
make an Experiment whether any ſatisfaction. 
could be found in ir, at laſt ſadly declares, thar 
all rhings here below are” bur ſeveral kinds and: 
ranks of Vanities, as ineffectual ro make' Men * 
happy , as  Counterfeir Jewels of ſeveral Co- _- © 
tours are to'enrich rhe*Poffeflor. Nay they'are 
nor only Vanity, bur Vexation, an empry' ſhow 
that has-norhing real ,, but the vexation of dif- 
appointment. And: ſhall we nor value rhe judg- __ 2 
ment of Men when they are beſt inſtructed, and-* } 
give credit to their Teſtimony when they are 
tincere ? Certainly in their Approaches to the 
Divine Judgment they are molt conſiderate and 
ſerious, they have the rrueftand juftelt thoughts : $ 
of things, and moſt freely declare them... O tlie” 7 
altoniſhing Folly of Men! they will-not be cot” 
vinc'd of the error of their ways, till they come 
ro the ead-of them, and. the Sun is fer, and nig- 13 
* i | rune” - . 
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of pf - 
> pore ro ſhew- further whar is ne- 
us in our Choice, that we' may 
,- not En, intro [the double ay; of being de- 
© ceived with a falſe Ha Fogens for a lirtle rime, 
ppine 
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CH AP. XI... 


ww "aged belief of unſeen eternal things is 
lan to ' dire our Choice. | Faith 


*” realizes things future , and” conrouls the 
7; of preſent Temptations, The neg- 
FE the great Salvation proceeds Now 
The moſt that are Believers in 
—_ Infidels in their Hearts. Cone 
" ſoaderation is neceſſary in order to 4 wiſe 
"Choice. It muſt be ſerious and delibe- 
Eo rate; frequent , and with application to 
Ls - the Soul, Motives to Conſtderation. 'T i 
” ”, "the nobleſt exerciſe of the Mind, and moſt 
_ Profitable, = 


Fs A ſound and ftedfaft belief of unſeen 
Eternal "Things. 


E*" Seondy, Serious Confderation of the vaſt 
"> difference between things ag > 4 
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| objects of Sight, and that are the objects 
of Faith, | 
Firſt, The ſound and ftedfaſt belief of Eres, 


nal Things 1s requiſite ro direct our Choice a- * 
right. Faith x the ſubſtance of things hoped far, 
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the evidence of things not ſeen, Heb. 11. 1. It a " 
ſures us of their realiry and worth', as if = 4.8 
were before our Eyes, and in our actual Pof- 7 


ſeſſion. This Divine Light governs and con- 
ducts the Will ro chooſe wiſely, and excites all 
the practick. Powers for the preventing the 
- greateſt Evils, and the obtaining perfect Felicis 

ry, When the Devil, the deadly Flatrerer, by 
inviting repreſentations .of - the World intices 
the Heart , the ſerious belief of the furure re 


Beau». : 

, Fairh repreſents the angelical luſtre of the 
Viars, rr Wi germ. ſhall —— the nnſpot- _ 
red Lamb 1n his glorious appearance ; and this.” ._ 
unbinds the Chatm , and makes the tempting _ 
Perſon an abject nor of Deſire, bur Averſation,” 
If rempred with Honour to hooray bo 
ance, Faith repreſents fo convincingly the S 
ry which all "thoſe who preſerve their Con- 
{cience and Integriry inviolable , ſhall receivey * 
at the univerfal”] t, in the preſ{c + off $— 
God; and the holy Angels, (as our Saviour has 


promis'd;) He' that ſerves me, him will my. Fa, ot t : 
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| Zara) and the confuſion wherein the moſt ho -.. 


; $39 T WP: 


” F - Aa » * A y - 
= te dE Dans > _—” abt < - E 1435" "MET 
- 2" vari Fir inte 39-2 cd 62" ua ES 0+. Arete; 
$2438 EY ca NS. oo H<-om. ” 


" <252% "aWfVpq HTS x 3 ry 
SC Tr EY FF | 4 =_ T* Fan VT Ta 
-_— 17 . #4 þ - Y "2 *. Al - C ? jv 

—_ =o : *; w $ ? 2 > 

ENS — 


4 2- nourable Sinners ſhall then be cover'd-, that 
2 with a generous diſdain all ſecular honours will 
*bedeſpiſed. And it is as powerful to enervate 
the Femprarion of temporat Profit. We read 
EF of Moſes, that Ly Faith, when he. was. come to 
E” Tears, (and therefore more capable ro under- 
© ſtand and enjoy what Felicity the brighteit Ho- 
”F nours and greateit Riches could afford) refuſed 
to be called the Son of Pharaoh's Daughter ; chu- 
| ſing. rather to ſuffer  Afﬀiiction with the People of 
» *Ged, than to enjoy the Pleaſures-of Sin for. a Sea- 
fon ; eſteeming * the reproach of Chriſt greater. Ri- 
| ches than the Treaſures of Egypt : for he had 
- reſpe& to the recompence of Reward. And-all the 
Evils which a wicked World, inſpir'd withrage 
*” from Satan, can threaten. to fright us from our 
»* Duty, Poyerty, Diſgracc, Baniſhmenrt, nay Tor- 
> +-ments and Death, thoſe Terribles vine 
© ” heightened. by the carnal-Fancy, are.cafi 


|. - yercome by a ſincere and ſtrong Believer, ]} 
4 ' +a were utged by tn motives ro. re- 


nounce their Religion,. rold the Perſecurors, thar 


=> Life was not-ſweet- to.them, if they might nor 
- Clive Chriltians,. nor Depth bixrer, it they muſt 
Ko} vie ie. for Chriſt. | A-lively 
Nee Dereamur occidi, Airm  periwation of rhe 
guns .conſtat , quando ..cxccllence.and eternity of 
ecciarmur, coronary. the Reward, what mira-- 

. Cyp. culous .efftdts would ir 


| 

NY | produce? Nothing would | 

- © be impoſſible within, the compaſs of our Duty, 
',, Either to do or ſutfer zn, arder 19; gloriqus/lm: 
=> MANY: \Faitly has. a celeltial Powers a;mag- d 


4 


Barth; and: faſtens ir-ro- things above. Ir is nor? LY 
imaginable thar a clear-ſighred' Soul, thar ſees a+ 
. Good infinirely great, ſhould reject ir for mean: , 7 


things ro pleaſe - rhe lower Dehres. We 'mayt 
as-- probably imagine , rhar a skiltul Jeweller 


wold'part with the richeſt Oriental Pearts, for- 


Cherry Stones-to play wirh Children. 
From hence we may diſcover- the true caulſe: 
of the negle6t of rhe grear Salvation offered. in 


rhe Goſpel, he Word preach:d does not profit gi». + 
not being mixt with Faith in them that hear 4t.27 2 
It is aſtoniſhing ro conſider that Earth ſhould*'.- 22 


contend with Heaven for our Aﬀections, and# 


' prevail againſt ir; that Vaniry ſhould tyra» the 


Scale againſt the exceeding and eternal weight of 


Glory ; that Men ſhould purſue flecting Shas . 
dows, and neglect rhe-molt excellent Realities; © _- 
as if rhey could be happy there; and continue liere- - * 
for ever; and y-there were ricither Hips © 
| org aryh one . Bur this releaſes the-wone.. © 
, that all Men have not Faith. Etetnal Things. 
are nor of conſpicuons moment in the carnal- 


Ballance. Some- are Infidels in Profeflion; 04 
penly declaring themſelves ro be wirhout Reli+ 
gion, without God, and” have rhe fathe credit 
of the Heaven and Hell diſcovered in'the Goſs 
pel, as of the Elyfian Fields, and Stygian' Lake; 
the Fables of the Poets. Theſe live asf they 
ſhould never die, and die as if they ſhould ne- 
ver live'in the other World ; as if Death-cauſed 
ſo deep a ſleep, thar rhe Voice of: the Son-of 
God coutd ' nor awaken them at” the laſt days 
Theit Unbelief is not from Reaſon, bur-vicions 
oppoite Aﬀections ; for the- trurh of "the-Eters 
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Y | nal Srare is fo clearly revealed, and e 
kn Rabliſhd 'in the Goſpel, thar the ſincere 


| ind 
£2... muſt readily afſent to it. But the Wicked can- 
=, not delight in the diſcovery: of that for which 
-  theyare unprepared, and therefore try-all ways 
to clude the Force of the moſt farisfying Argue 
-Ments. Their Infideliry is obſtinate and ines 
 ., fable. An inſtance whereof we have in the 
-” » . Phariſees, who rejected our Saviour. Tho all 
the Characters of the Meffiah were conſpicu- 
ous 1n his Perſon, tho his Docrins were con- 


* firmed by Miracles , 'yer they wonld not yield 
- up themſelves ro that omnipotent conviction ; 
bb wefe their "carnal Prejudices againſt 


| his humble State ,- and holy .Do&trins. 'Fhar 
”  Reproach is more juſtly due to Tnfidels under 
the Goſpel, than to 1/7ae/ in the Prophet: 1#/bo 
*  # blind as my Servant * The Hearhens who are 


- Time, oe. eſs culpable than thoſe who have 1n- 
. finitely more reaſon ro believe it, and yer be+ 
heve 1t leſs. The Plea for them will be a ter- 
.* rible. Accufarion againſt ſuch lnbelievers. If 
a Blind Perſon falls,-it moves Compaſſion ; bur 
# one voluntarily- ſhurs his Eyes againit the 
Sun, and refaſes the Direction of the Light; ahd 
- falls from CIO ice, his Ruin is the jutt Con- 
| e. of his Folly: Simple Ignorance ex- 
| __— Pie - 38n 


* | ed wilful Ignorance , now-Reaſon and Revela- 

| "= with united Beams give ſo clear _— Þ+ 

+, mo-theErernal World, apgravates Guilr 
** and Sentence of fach Unbehevers, Wop s 
Wa Beſides, 
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as. to the degrees of the Fault,- bur affect- 
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& who are Believers. in Title, *.; 
are Infidels in Heart: Our Saviour tells rh& 7 
Fews, who pretended the higheſt Veneration"*% 
1 to the Writings of Moſes, That .if they had Be&*"O 
lieved Moſes, they would bave believed him, far" 
| Moſes wrote of him, If Men did ſeriouſly be- > 
1 lieve _ an excellent agret, as the Goſpel ' 
, would\ it. be a cold unperiwative- +7 
| Motive ro them > The depravarion.of the Wit a 
argues a correſpondent defect in the* Mind'; +3 
| though not abſolute roral qprang oÞ ſuch 2. -; 
weakne(s/'and wavering in .the Aſſenr, - that"; 
# when Temprarions are preſent and urgent, and '*? 
ir comes'ro actual Choice , Senſe prevails oyer # 
Faith. This will be clear by Univerſal Expe-* 7? 
rience in temporal Things. - The probable-hope 23 
of: Gain , will make thoſe who are greedy of 
Gold, prodigal of their Lives , - and venture |. 
through rempettuous Seas to accompliſh their +.” 
Defires. if the- belief were equal, would 
not Men do or fuffer as much- for obtai 7uY 
whar is infinitely- more valuable ? A firm Al 
ſent would produce adherence, and Faith in the*—2 
Promiſes, Fidelity in obeying the Commands of 
Chriſt. Tertulian propounds it-as a powertal's- 
incentive to- the rs, Quus ergo non liben®. | 
tiſſime tantum pro vero habeat erogare, quantum 
alii pro falſa ? Who would nor joytully: acritice- ©; 
Life and all irs Indearments, to obtain wes 2 
Blefſednefs , which others do; for-the vain Ap» 
zarance of it ? Men.may be as eruly- 00g p 
withour Subjection, as Believers withour 2" (= A 
venly Converſation, which is inſeparable from-* 
the Realiry of Faith, Many in the Bolom 'ofs 
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"Iz Fa. Ont « are as'truly ,” chough not- © nioto- 
=. Fiouf}y, Infidels, as/"Turks and Heathens. In- 

*- *deedeven in true Believers, the apprehenſion 
+ Tof eternal Things has fuch :grear-allays, that 

"temporal Things. are overwwalued and . over- 
'Feated. A ſtrong Faith in the Truth and Power 

* "of God, would make the-glorious World © 
+  Jore and near in our Thoughts, that with-in- 
= Cifferent Aﬀections we ſhould receive good or 
=.» evil Things here, Rejorce as if we rejoiced not, 
"and mourn as if we mourned not. 'Qur des 

*would be fo regular and as if the ] 

x * ro. come the next + ava as if the Sy 7 did 
my begin to be darkned, and the Trum- 
6 Arch-Angel were founding, and the 
bs Wo ja the diffolving World were univerſally 
© _ Infidelity deads the Impreflion , and 

(- . wg the reigning Power of Eternal 

Things in our Hearts. In ſhorr, Men are Hea- 
venly or Earthly in-their Choice and Conver- 
= as rhey are directed by the fincere 

Lone of Faith, or miſled-by the falſe Beams of 
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>, 3.3 $ econdl, The ſecond Thing requiſite in order 
=” To a wile Choice, is Conſideration. For as by 
Fairh the Vertne of the- Reward is difluſed 
hall the Faculties , and the Powers:of 
the World to come are felr in-the Soul ; ©, by 

_y tion, Faith-is exerciſed and becomes 
4 - This unites and reinforces the Beams 
of) ternal Truth, and inflames the Aﬀections. 
—_ the Plalmiſt expreſſes hinaſelf, My Heart - 
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Pres mt white I-was mnſing, the Fire br <Y 
Heaven-is a Felicity /gloticus and arrraQtive,* 4 £ 
that if duly conſidered, no Man can poſſibly re. Sees 
7 fuſe itt and” Hell is a Miſery fo extream and. > 
7 fearful,” that f'feriouſly laid 'ro:Hearr , nome... 2 
| can-poſibly: chaſe ir. The laſt End'is tbe ©» 
conceived the'Narion of an infinire Good, 
withour the leaſt mixruredf Evit, ro:which 
the ttimane' Will -fovayed bythe invincibledm-. *** 
reflion' of Nature has a tendency. "The! L 
y of Indifference 'is with reſpect: ro ſome A 
r good Things, which may be varionk 
red, {9-as'to cauſe Inclination/or Fs 
, Suri Thoſe Menwwho believe'Erernal:F 
is the Reward of Holine(s, yer with a "i 
Inadvertency” "neglet their Duty 3 and -rhar b: 
- \-EternalDearly is | he Wages of Sin,” yer-ſecure- -. 
ly contirme in it ;*s -more' w I than t +. © 

e Martyrs fing in the Flames ; .and the-grear.. _... 
Cauſe of -it 15- rhe neglect of Conf Confilerarine, | 
This is/affigned-to berte Cank of rhat unnt- 8 
tural and"a{toniftiing Rebellion - of 1/raeFagainft - 
God-rheir Father an Sovereign : Hear, O"Hea- 3 
vens, and give Ear, O Earth : for the Lord hanh 4 
Jpeken, I have- nouriſhed and brought up Children 
and they have rebelled againſt me. ' The Ox louns © 
hii Owner,” and the 3h hy Maſter sCrib - but 
Iiraet” dorb nor kyiow \" my People ' doth nt co 
der, Va.'r. 23. 

This'Ditty' as 4t- is'of admirable Adv 
ſo 'tis uni neceflary ; for all are 
-goncerrd,” and 1t-is-within the Power of alt. © © 
perform. Though Men cannot converr'ther---. 
— yet they -may-conſider what \is prepara» 
—_ 
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ry" 20+ "For the Will may. ruen 
bk Wrwga of the Mind to'any fort of Ob- | 
ROPES mw briefly ſhew on. TI _ Day, 
#- thoſe Objects from whence. our Thoughts. de- 
-. - Hive vigour for the foraying of the W-end, rhe 
* Conduct of the Life: 
'# - 1. The Narure of Conſideration is dileover- 
ed by irs End , which--is thiss Thar the Mind 
farisfied in the juſt Reaſons upon which 
+--the'E of Heaven is to be made, the, Will 
ind Aﬀections may be in an earneſt, 
yoyful-and conſtant purſuir of it: - And. in this 
wy it difters Rags ener g th and 
ut Influence | cart: 
Like a' Gafland* of Flowers one rhe 
þ .._.: Head withour any benefit-and refreſhing to him 
© that wears ir: And 1 Meditation differs 
* - fromthe: ſtudy of Divine' Things.m order to 
* the inftenting of ochers. That 15 ike a Mer- 
chant's buying of Wine for.Sale, this like pro- 
| it for our own uſe. 
har the Conſideration of / Erernal Things 
may be effectual,” it mult be, 
1, Serious and argpe per the Aﬀair is 
's rn reality above le Conceprior 
4 -2omk arifon All other things 4 how. con- 
” Gderable ſoever in themſelves, - yer reſpectively 
and. in parallel! with this, are of no account. 
- .OunrSaviour told Martha, One thing n neceſſary: 
A "917% hath choſen the better part , that ſhall not 
= -be \ from ber,. Whar ——_— | 
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* | would have no 


"equal inothent with Sh of entering * 5 
Son of God 2 Yer -a ſerious artettion'to'the-- G 
Words of Eternal Life dropping from =xq 
was more neceſlary- than making pro 
him; The ret and moſt 2 wes v1 ſl 
the Woy if are bur +a vain gr boon 
rregularity and Imperrinence, in com 
Erernal Salvation gs the greateſt 1 
of Thoughts is requilite, roundeceive the Mi 
and ingage the Will for, Heaven. 'Tis very obs. 
= ap" that - Errors in Judgment and Choice 
fpring from the ſame og the not fincereand.. 
oe Fonighia of Things. In rhe decifions of - 


ruth is diſcovered by com 
__ an of al "aid: Arrention, « & => 
the- one and the other parr : Bur- when ſom2 
vicious Aﬀection contradicts the "Frurh,- at bills 
_— Mind with Prejudices, that it cannor ame -,- 
ooo ſearch into Things, and is deceived E. 
| Lich Fallacies with the Image of,” 
Truth. * For x according ro the preſent applicas -- '» 
Wa of rhe Mind 'ris derermined;-and. , 
ſtrongly applies it ro- conſider that which # for. 
the Intereſt, and' conſequently Inclinas... + 3 
tion; not Reaſon, is the Principle of the Per-. * 3 
ſwalion. And this is more evident in Mens., © 
foolifhChoice : As the Eye cannor-ſee bur what 
is viable,” nor the Underitanding conceive 
is not Intelligible , rhe Will cannor love.” 
 chuſe what is not amiable, a leaſt 
the Devil did ap _w without a Di 
to perſwade , ll 
his Temptations edn pop rk hy 
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tections, and reſcue them from the caprivity of 


'. Iy, inlinirely to be preferrd above the little ap- 
_ pearances of Beaury and Pleature here, yer 


. Change. When the Clouds diffolye in a. gentle 
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PerſpeCtive, to make what is bur ſuperficial, ap- 


pear ſolid and ſubſtantial And the 1 Heart 
rurns the Thoughts. ro what is grateful, wirh- 
our ſeriouſly conſidering what is infinitely bet 
ter, and accordingly. chuſes by the Eye of Senſe, 
the happineſs of this World. Therefore till E- 
ternal Fhin S are opend. in the view of. Con- 
ſcience;, = the Mind calmly conſiders by 
the Light of Faith their Reality and Great- 
neſs,-no right valuation, nor wiſe choice can' be 
made. 

Beſides, the moſt clear and rational enforce- 
ments by the actings of the Thoughts , are ne- 
ceflary ro make a ſtrong impreflion_ onthe At 


the Fleſh. In other things as ſoon as the Mind 
s enlighrned ,-rhe . Will reſolves, and the infe- 
rior Faculties obey ;--but -fuch is the reſiſtance 


of the carnal Heart, rhar altho 'tis evident from 
infallible Principles there is an everlaſting Glo- 


the moſt piercing Reaſons enter heayily with- 
out earneſt _inculcation. Slight or - ſudden 
Thoughts may produce vaniſhing Aﬀections of 
complacence, or diſtaſte, and fickle Reſolurions, 
that like ſick. Feathers drop away, and leave 
the Soul naked ro the. nexr Temptarion'; .bur 
ſolemn and fixed Thoughts are powerful on 
the Heart, in making .a thorow - and. laſting 


Shower, the Earth drinks in all, and is made 


Fruirful ; bur a few ſprinkling Drops, or a ſhort 


form of Rain, that wets only the Surface, with- 


Our 
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our ſinking to the Roor, is little beneficial; 'In | 
ſhort,” there may be ſome excitations to Good, _  ? 
and retraCtions from Evil, ſome imperfet'fainr 
efſfays roward Heaven, from an' impulſe on the 
Mind. ; bur ſolid Converſion is hn re by de« - 
liberate: Diſcourſe , by the due- conſideration 
and ettimation of things, 'tis rational and” per- 

aal. | | 

2. Conſideration muſt be frequent ,- ro keep 
eternal Objects \pretent, and powerful upon us. 
Such is / che natural Levity and Inconttancy , 
Sloth "ye Carnaliry of the Mind, Jo the No--. 
tions of Heavenly. hi uickly rhrough, * 
bur- of Earthly wbide thee It op Severe be 
thrown upwards ,- it remains no longer in the 
Ait,-rhan the impreſſion of the force by which 
it was thrown continues ;” bur if it falls on the 
Earth, it refts'there by Nature. When the Soul 
is raiſed in contemplation ro Heaven, . how apt , 
is 1t to fall from-rhar height, and loſe the eſteem, 
the lively Remembrance and Aﬀections of E- 
rernal Things ? | Bur when the Thoughts'are 
excited by the preſence of what is pleaſing -ro 
Senſe, the withdrawing the Object does not de- 
face the Idea of it in- the Memory, -nor lefſen 
the Conceit, nor cool the Deſires of it, becauſe 
the Hearr is narurally inclined ro ir. There- 
fore "ris 'neceflary 'every day to refreſh and' re- 
new the: conceprions of eterrial Things, that al- 
-though they are not 'always in act, yer the et- 
ficacy"may be always felr in the Hearr and Life. 
The Soul habituared roffuch Thoughts will nor 
eahily yield ro Temprarions, that ſurpriſe and.o- 
vercome others: that are Strangers in thelt 2 
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| be fixt on inviſible things ſo diſtant from Senle, 


-little diſtant Light more clearly ſeen: ſo-when 


'cree of the Will that turns Men from Sin ro 


- vailing over the rational, .he overcomes, and. is 
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Minds'ro the other World : Nay the:preſence 
of Temprarions , as by Antiperiſtaſis, will rein- 
force” the Reſolutions for Heaven ; like rhe 
pouring Water upon Lime, thar revives a hid- 
den Fire in it, which. ſeems a natural Miracle. 
'Tis therefore of grear advantage frequently ro 
ſequeſter our ſelves from rhe World; to redeem 
Time from ſecular Afﬀairs, for the recollecting 
of our Thoughts and their ſolemn exerciſe upon 
the Erterrial World. Senſe thar reveals narural 
things, darkens ſpiritual. How can the Thoughts 


if -always converſant with ſecular Objects thar 
draw-them down ? In the filence of the Night 
a ſmall Voice is more diftin&tly heard, and a 


the Soul is withdrawn from the noify rhropg of 


the World, and  ourward hugs are dark-| x 
t 


ned, the Voice of Conſcience is better. heard, 
and the Light of Heaven more perfectly re- 
ceived. 

3. Conſideration of Eternal Things muft;be 
with: preſent Application to the Soul. 'Tis.nor 
the meer cenviction of the Mind, but the de- 


Holineſs , from the Creatures ro God. The 
Heart is very deceirful, and by. variery- of ſhifts 
and -palliations is \diſpoſed to irreſolurions -and 
delays in Spiritual Concernments. .How often 
does the miſerable . Sinner contend- with him- 
ſelf, and while Conſcience urges him to ſeek 
the Kingdom, of Heaven , and the . AﬀeCtions 
draw down to the. Earth, the-carnal part pre- 
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overcome, he is convinced and 
his own Mind. © Til” Conſideration iflues in 
this, that with ſerled Judgment and Aﬀections 
the Soul derermines for God and Heaven, 'tis 
without profir. Therefore in rhe managing this 
Duty, tis our Wiſdom nor ro be curious and in- 
quifirive after ſubrile Conceprions, and exalred 
Notions of the furure Stare , thar lirrle confer 
ro the making the Heart berrer ; bur ro think 
ſeriouſly on whar is plain and evidenr, and moft 
uſeful ro. produce a preſent laſting Change. Ir 
were egregious Folly in a Man, that for the 
uſe of his Garden , ſhould with prear labour 
ferch Water from diſtant Fountains, and neg- 
le& rhar which ſprings up in his own Ground. 
Fhat Meditation is profirable which produces 
ts holy and firm refolu- 
rions of -obeying God in order'ro the full en- _ 
joying of him for ever. - 7/44 6 ro he 
+ To::perſwade 'us ro" the ſerions pratvice"of 
rhis Duty, there are many enforcernents 
Is any Man fo fooliſh, fo regardleſs of his 
Convenience, to purchaſe a Houſe wherein he 
muſt live all his Days , and will not firit ſee 
wherher it will 'be convenient,and ſecure for his 
Habirarion ? Shall we not then conſider Hea» 
ver the Manſion of Blefledneſs, and Hell the 
Sear of Miſery and: Horror? for ac&rding as 
we chuſe here, we ſhall be in the one or other 
place for ever. I ſhall in- the fourth part of 
this-Treariſe, endeavour to repreſent ſomething 


- 


afrer, and ſhew how congruous and powerful 


| the Thoughts of it are- to reſtrain Men from 
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17452 OFHEAVEN. Chap:XIÞET 
Sin ; but. at preſent ſhall briefly excite to the- 
Meditation-of the Heavenly Glory, as the moſt 
noble, delightful and fruirful Work of the Souk; |. 
whiles confined to. the body of Fleſh. "Tis- 


_ the moſt exalred' Exerciſe of the Mind; the 


pureſt converſe with God , the Flower of con- 
tkerated Reaſon. Tis moſt like the Life of 
gloritied Spirits above , who are in continual | 
contemplation of the Divine Excellencies, and 
Tis moſt raiſed above the Life of Carnal Men, 
that are ſank inro Senſualiry -and ' Bruriſhneſs. 
"Tis the moſt joyful Life, in-thar i ſheds abroad 
in the Soul Delighrs rhar ncither fſariate, nor-cor-- 
rapt, nor weaken the Faculnes, as the Delights 
of Senſe" do , bur afford Perfection as well as 
Pleaſure. 'Tis the moſt profitable Life. As in 
thoſe parts of the - Earth where the Beams of 
the Sun are ftrongly reflected, precious Metals: 
and Jewels are produc'd, wherein the refvlgens, 
reſemblance of that bright Planet appears':-fo 
the lively and vigorousExercile of the Thoughts: 
upon the Heavenly Glory , will produce Hea- 
venly Aﬀ/ections, Heavenly Diſcourſes, and a 
Heavenly ſhining Converſation. This will-make 
us lye kke the bleſſed Soctery above, imitating 
their Innocence and Purity, their joyful, entire 
and conftanr-Obedience ro God: - This confirms 
the Holy Soul in xs-Choice, with an invincible 
againſt rhe Temptations and Laſts of 


cc 
the World. The ſerious confidering Behever 1s. 


filled with raviſhing Wonder of the Glory that 
ſhall be revealed, and looks down with Con- 
rempt upon the-Earth, and all -thar has the 
Name of Feliciry- here. - All the - Invitations, 
| | nay 


*heck . his 
- Breath'of an Infant to ſtop the high flight of 
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nay Terrors of the World, are as unable rs 
purſuit of his bleſſed End,. as the 


an Eagle. | 

- | Bur how rare and diſuſed a Duty is this ? 
How' hardly are Men induc'd to fer abour it ? 
Buſineſs-and Pleaſures are powerful Diverſions, 
Some pretend Buſineſs as a juſt Cauſe, bur in 
vain ; for the one Thing neceſſary challenges our 
principal Thoughts and Care. Beſides, there 
are-intervals of Leifure, and rhe 'Thoughts are 
always ſtreaming, and often run waſte, which 


directed aright , would be very fruitful to the- 


Soul. The true Cauſe of this negle&t is from 
the inward remper of Men. Carnal Pleafures 
alienate the Mind , and make ir unfit for the 


deep ſerious actings of the "Thoughts upon E- _ 
ternal Things. F 
art Mad : it makes the Mind light, and vain, 8 


I have ſaid of Laughter, Thou 


and deſulrory. As a difracted Perſon by every 
morion of Fancy flies from one "thing to ano» 
ther without Coherence. - The Heart þll'd with 
cloudy Cares, and ſmoaky Fires, with "Thoughts 
and Delires about worldly Things, isunprepard 
for ſuch a clear, calm; and ſedate Work. A 
Carnal Perſon- can taſte no ſweetnels, feel no 
reliſh 112 the Meditation of Heaven, nor any 
Spiritual Dury. "Tis as if one ſhould rake ſome 
delicious Fruit into his Mouth, a Peach, or-the 
like, without breaking the Skin ; it would be 
rather a trouble , than pleaſant. Nay, the 
Goſpel exprefly declaring , That without Holi- 
neſs no Man ſhall ſee God ; thoſe who by vicious 
Aﬀections are ingaged in any-ſinful way, being 
Gg 4 conicious 
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- tory excluſion from celeſtial Glory, -cannor -en- 
dure the we, 2 of Heaven. The Divine Pre- 
Aence 1 is their Torment, and: the ſerious confide- 
ration of it, is ro bring. them before God's ho- 
ly and juft Tribunal , to accuſe and condemn 
em. 


—_ _- 


CHAP. XII. 


Tic Objefs from whence Conſideration : de= 
reves its power to direft our Choice. The 


end for which Man was aefign.4 in bis | 


| Creation. We muſt make a judicious Com- 
b a porifon between the Objetts that ftard in 
* © competition for oxrChoice,the preſentWorld 
and Heaven. The vaſt difference between 
them in their quality and duration.” 


Objects', from whence Conſideration de- 
rives Vigour, - for the inclining of rhe 


| h _ + tight Choice and for regularing” the 


Fn o | Conſider the End for which Man was de- 
- * fignett in his Creation, why endued with ra- 
-*.. tional and noble Powers of Sonl, and placd 


: ] Shall now: rake a particular view of thoſe 


+ by the Soveraign Maker in the highett. rank of 
” fo numerous and various Natures that fill the 
Craoverſ, Is ir ro raile an Eitare, to ſhine un Þ 


Pomp, 


| 0 Fry of their Guile and op : 
; Aand*rhar while fuch, rhey are under a peremp#J} A 


\ 
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more for-ever ?.:'Was he ſent into rhe W 
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| upon as mein a Buſineſs as thar of the fooliſh 
Soſpont ; -who- employed an Army, farniſt(d. -._ > 


Milirary Preparacions, to gather Shells 
upon;the |Sea-ſhore? This were , according to 
the paſſionate expoſtulation of the Pfalmilt,. wa 


|. charge God - +hat he -hed made al Mex in vain, i 
- Reaſon and. Scripture rells us the End. of. Man _ 


15 r0 glor exypy od, the obrainiing wheres - * 
of makes hinyperfectly happy, and the mitfling  - 


P 
of it perfectly miſerable. 'I his is a fundamen- 
ral Truth; upon which the whole- Fabrick of 
Man's Dury and .Feliciry is built. Withour this 
Foundation, our Faith - preſently finks. If the 


| clearneſs of «this principle be obfcug'd, we ſhall 


wander from the way of Erernal-Life, and nor 

"loſe the way , bur the remembrance and 
defire .of it. Thunking is the: properry of the 
reaſonable Soul, and rhe juit order of Confide» 


ration is, that the Mind -primarily regards this -.; 


fupream direQtive Truth that is ro govern all 
our Actions. "Þ'was pru- y 
denr- Counſel that *one + Primum ego - ſcript» 


of- rhe Antienrs gave for ,,,;, officium exiſtin 


compoling a Book, that wy, ut ritulum ſuum 
the Author tly re- legat , arque idewti» 


flect upon. the 'Fitle, that dew interrg-t ſes 
© may correſpond in all quid caperit ſcribars, 


the parts with his original 


| Deſign. | Thus it becomes a Man often to con- 


f * 


ſider -the- End of his Beihg, thar the courſe of 


| his Life .qaay have. a dire& tendency 0.6y 
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152 Of HEAVEN. 


and the more -excellerit- our End-is { the ; 
conſtraining is the neceſſity? ro proſecute ir.” "Tis' 


_ of -grear Efficacy #6 reflect u our: ſelves, 


Whirher do my Thoughrs and Deſires'rend/? 
For what do I {pend-my Strength, and conſume 
my Days ? Will it be my-lat Account; how 
much by my Prudence and Diligence 1 haye cx- 
ceeded others in remporal Acquiſitions? If a 
General were at play while the Armies/are en- 
gaging, would it be a noble Exploit for him to 
win the Game, whiles his Army for want of 


, conduct loſes the Victory 2 Will n- be pro- 


firable for a Man'to gain the World, and'lofe 
his Soul ? Ler Conſcience anfwer in Trath: 

7 'Tis obſervable what is 
® Cum natals dies Fe- reported of a * noble Fo- 
bruarii admonuifſet «- © 'reigner, that on his Birth» 
tatis numeranda, & day , refledti upon the 
triceſimo Teperifſem , Age of his Life ; he was 
invyaſit me ſubita me= furpriz'd with" grief, and 
flitia, ©: perculſit ad {truck with Allonithmenr; 
way prg that without'a due Senſe 
culmen ini Kg bs 5 ane 


quo lux qualibet fit 0b . c 
fSexrier, & dies noftri rived to that Age, when 


nd occaſum inclinare our Days begin ro decline: 
incipiunt. Viſa eft mi- 1 an inſtant all things 


hi rerum facies mo- ſeem'd io change _ 
cen 


wento mutata, tune FANEC 1n his view. | 
primum- me hominem firſt '({ays he) Þ perceived 
agnovi, Mcmoires Iwasa Man, for before 
C hanut. ' I had not reſolved: for 

what I ſhould employ my 


MB Life, The Idue was, his ſerious- Relolution 


unteignedly 


ts ks +4 


=_ [RE 
» —S. 


- oy 
n R? 4 ” 
V no 
s 
-_ 


| -” LP 
i _ "o - HS 7 1 * 
Ts 
on 
2X : FP 
_— - ” = 


| 


es, woof. & CA» C90 AD Rn On AASA 


by = + 


OO SO RnOGADT RAB TACD A 2LRT 


+35 PRE- 


—_ . - 
- 2, 48 » LAS by 
= + wat > 


, 
FP « 
. 46a 
'* = g Fy 
4 £4 -— ww 
. —- - 
- (705 
a4P. 


cm _—t— 


, to'place his Feliciry in Holmeſs of Life, 
and moſt zealoufly to follow it. Ler any one 
thar js not of a reprobarte Mind, and an incor 
rigibly*.depraved Heart, duly conſider the fub» 
lime and ſupernatural End of Man. O what 
a mafyellous change will ir make in him, of 
Carnal into Spiritual? Nay it would be a kind 
of Miracle” if he contirmed in his ſinful Stare. 
How will it rransfotm him into another Man; 
with new Valuations , new Aﬀections and Re- 
ſolutions, as if he were born again with a'new 
Soul 2” How will it amaze him that his whole 
courſe has been a contradiction ro the wiſe and 
LOS deſign of God , that all his Induſtry 

as been a race our of the way”, a : 
diverfion from” his main Buſineſs, thar his Life 
has been fruitleſs and dead ro the rrae End'of 
it > How will he be confounded ar his'former 
Folly * Then alone we a&t with Underſtand- 
ing, when mov'd by our blefied End, and onr 
Actions by a ſtrict rendency without variation 
iſſue into 1t. 

2. Conſider arrenrively the Objects thar ſtand 
in competition for our Choice, the preſent 
World and Heaven, ro make a judicious com-- 
pariſon between them in their Quality and Dy#- 
ration. | 
Firſt, in their Quality. The things of rhe 
World , according ro a fl. of God 
himſelf, who is only Wiſe and” Good, and has 


the highelt Authority ro decide in the caſe, are 


bur fallacious appearances of Happineſs, meer- 


Vaniry, And certainly the Creator knows the. , Y | 
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Tage-his own Works, bur would undeceive Men 
- that are apr to judge and chooſe by the Eye of 

Senſe _ The Apoſtle rells us, That an Idol # no- 
ming in the World ; although the matter of it 
may be of Gold, or Marble, or Wood , yet it 
has no divine Perfection, which the Idolater at- 
. Tributes ro.it. Soall worldly things, in which 

Men” place their chief Care, and Confidence, 
and Joy, though they have ſome degrees of 
G th and are a tranſient relief we in 
our ge to Erernity, yer they are nothing as 
ro perfect Feliciry. Fo —_— Opinion and 
Conceir that makes them fo valued and plea- 
fing, like a rich Dye to a flighr Stuff from 
whence irs Price ariſes. Reaſon is either ob- 


ſcurd, or not obeyed, when the World is the ' 
Obje&t of 'our Choice. Now whar are theſe | 


Appearances of Beauty and Pleaſure, compar'd 
=. Bleſfedneſs thar is truly infinire ? Carnal 
Joy {miles in the Countenance, flatrers the Fan- 
cy, touches the Senſe, bur cannor fill-the Hearr, 
bur the Favour of God fartisfies the Soul. Thor 
haſt put Gladneſs into my Heart, more than when 
their Corn and Wine increaſed. Carnal Joy in 
its higheſt elevation in the time of the Harveſt 
and Vintage, is incomparably leſs than Spiritual 
Foy thar ſprings from the Light of God's Coun- 
tenance.- 'The World cannot fill the narrow 
capacity of our Senſes ,- bur diyine Joys exceed 
our moit inlarged comprehenfive Faculties. The 
Eye 4 not ſatisfied with ſeeing, ner the Ear with 
bearing ; but the Peace of God paſſes all Under- 


| | Sanding. The Things” of the World are of a | 


lmired 


HEAVEN. Chap.XILT' 
= True worth of all things , and would-nor diſpas | 


God is a Univerſal Good, in whom are all Ar- 
rractives to raife and —_ our Deſires. If Men 
did conſider, they wouJd di 

in compariſon all that is named Felicity here, 
with the Favour of God: To ſeek for fatis+ 
faction in rhe Creature and forſake him, is as if 


one deſtrous ro ſee rhe Light ſhould withdraw” 
from the preſence of the Sun, ro borrow it '+ : 


from a weak Ray reflefted by ſome obſcure 


Matter. Now if there be fo vaſt a difference 


in their Nature, as berween a painted Vapour, 
and the ſolid glorious Good, berween Finite and 
Infinite, why is there not a difference accord- 


ingly in our Eſteem, Aﬀections- and Reſpects 


| ro them ? How unreaſonable is ir that a Soul 


' capable of God, ſhould cleave to. the Duft-? Ir 


would be moſt egregious ' folly ro hang a 
Weighrt,thar is able to rurn a great Engine upon 
a ſmall Clock : 'ris incomparably more fooliſh, 
when the love of Happineſs, the weight of Hu» 
mane Narure, which applied arighc, will rurn 
our Deſires to Heaven , 1s only uled to give vi- 

orous motion to our Endeavours about earthly 


hings. 


2. Conſider their Duration. The Apolile tells 
us, that the main ſcope of hs Attions was Things 


ed L invi/ible ; and gives the reaſon -of it , For the 


things that are ſeen are Temporal ; but the things 
that are not ſeen are Eternal, 2 Cor. 4.18. To 
inſiſt upon the vaſt difference berween Tempg- 
ral and Eternal, may ſeem needleſs: for the fwlt 
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* _, Notions of things are of tſhch uncontroulable Y 


}  Cclearneſs, that an attempt to prove them, is to 
- © Tight a Candle ro difſcoyer the Sun. * Yet this 
Principle drawing after ir ſuch powerful Conſe- 
;" quences for the government of our Hearts and 
| Lives and Conſcience being ſo remiſs, and rhe 
enſual Aﬀedctions fo - rebellious , 'tis needful to 
conſider this ſeriouſly , that what is really af- 
; ſented ro in Speculation , may not þe contra- 
dicted in Practice, Now who can unfold the 
infinite Volume of Ages in Eternity ? The Un- 
derſtanding of an Angel can no mare compre- 
hend what is incomprehenſible, than the Mind 
&f a Man. A Snail will paſs over an immenſe 
{pace as ſoon as an Eagle : for though one dif- 
Patches more way than the other, yer both are 
ql diſtant. from arriving to the end of 
what 1s endleſs. Bur that the Conception of E- 
ternity may be more diftindt , and affecting, it 
1s uſetul ro. repreſent it under ſome eqapgral 
Reſemblances, thar ſenhbly , rhough nor fully, 
expreſs ir. Suppoſe that the yait Ocean were 
dittiled drop by drop , but fo ffowly, thar a 
Thouſand Years ſhould paſs berween every 
drop ; how many Millions of Years were re- 
quired to empty it ? Suppoſe this great World 
1 its tall compaſs , from one Pole-to another, 
and from the rop of the Firmament to rhe bor- 
ret, were to be filld with the ſmalleit Sand, 
bur ſo ſlowly, that every Thouſand Years only 
a fingle Grain ſhould be added ; how many Mil- 
hons would paſs away before ir were filled ? 
> If rhe immenſe Superticies of the Heavens, 
 Wherin are innumerable Stars, the leaft of 
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| which uals rhe magnirude of the Earth, were 


filled” with" Figures of Numbers withour rhe 
teaſt vacant ſpace; and every Figure Fgnifieda 
Million , whar created Mind could rell their 
Number , mnch leſs their Value > Having 
Thee es, I reply ; The = wi be emp-. 
tied dro drop, the Unive Id eraiby 
grain, x tag Gnu ah wrirten in the Faanpe 4 
will come to an. end ; and how much of Erer- 
nity is theti ſpent-? Nathing ; for till infinite- 
Iy more remains. In ſhort, whatever 1s 'Fem- 
poral, extend the continuance of it to the ut-. 
moſt poſſibiliry of Conception, is infimrely ſhort 
of Ererniry. A Day, an Hour, a Minute, has 
ſothe proportion with a Thouſand Years ; "for 
that duration is derermined' by a' certain nuin- 
ber of Days, and Hours, and Minntes: but 
Millions of Ages have no proportion to Eterni- 
ry , becauſe tis an. indererminable Duration. 
The Mind is ſoon tird and loft in fearching af- 
rer Numbers ro repreſent it : 'ris confounded - 
and {track with amazing Horror, and can only 
direct the Eye upward or downward to-rhe 
two Habitanions of Erernity , the glorious and* 
the miſerable, Heaven and Hell. Now ler us 

the Things of the preſent World with 
thoſe of ''rhe future Stare. The fir{t are mea- 
turd by flying Time, the other remain in'an 
unmoveable | eres Fhe Comforts that ſpring 
from the Earth, ſuddenly wither and fall to it: 
the Tree of Life flouriſhes only above: Fre« 
quent' changes from Proſperity to Adverſity, 
are the Properties of this mortal State. As thoſe 
who are it Voyages at Sea, ſometimes are in” 
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calm, and preſently. ſuffer a Srorm , and-are 
forc'd to alter their Courſe by the changing 


the Winds ; fo 'ris with us in-our paſſage here.} 


Bur upon the firſt entrance into another World, 
all the variations of this are art an end. .Verily 


every Man at by beſt eſtate # altogether Vanity. 


Surely every Man walks in a vain ſhew, ſurely they 
are diſquieted in vain. The vilble Felicity of 
Man is of no continuance. We may frequently 
obſerve in the Evening, a Cloud by the re- 


flection of the Sun inveſted with fo brighr a ! 


Luftre, and adorn'd with fuch a pleaſant va- 
riety of Colours, that in the judgment of our 
Eyes, if an Angel were to aflume a. Body cor- 
reſpondent to his Glory , it were a fit matter 
for it. But in walking a few Steps, the Sun 
is deſcended beneath the Horizon, and the 
Light withdrawn, and of all that ſplendid fla- 
ming appearance, nothing remains but a dark 
Vapour , that falls down in a Showre. Thus 
vaniſhing 4s the ſhew of Feliciry -here. In this, 
Senſe aflifts Faith ; for rhe experience of eves-, 
ry. day verities what "the Scripture. declares, 
that the Faſhion of ths Worid paſſes away. And 
therefore the guilty Folly of Men'is aggrava- 
ted, to /ct their Eyes and Hearts upon that which 
# not. To ſee one paſſionately dore on a Face 
ruind and deform'd with Age , ro be inchant- 
ed without a Charm , raiſes wonder; and ex- 
poles ro contempt. Yet ſuch is-the itupidity 
of Men to embrace with their mo't entire 
Aﬀections the wither'd Vanitics of -the World; 
that are haitening ro their Period. - "T'was a 
{twging reproach to Idolaters itrom God, Noxe 
ky | conſiders 
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ere:Y it in, the Fire ; yea, I have alſo baked Bread 
apori the Coals thereof : T have roaſted Fleſh and 
eaten it ; and ſhall } make the refidue an Abo- 
ty. mination 2. ſhall I fall down to the ſtock, of a 
they Þ Tree ? And are not ſenfual Men equally guilry 
of Þ of fuch monſtrous Folly-? for though univerſal 
tly F Experience convince them; that all things un- 
der the Sun are fading , and that many rimes 
t a Icheir deareſt Comforts are ſnatch'd away from 
va- | their Embraces ; yet who does adviſedly con- 
Pur | ſider , -and ſay ro himſelf, Shall I give my. 
or- | Heart -to tranſient Shadows ? Shall I cheriſh 
ter {vain Hopes, vain Aims and Defires of obtain- 
ing Happineſs in a periſking World 2 Altho 
he” | the worihipping a Stock be Idolatry of groffer 
la- | Infamy, yer 'ris as fooliſh and as deftractive to 


? 


"9 
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us {ro God, upon the-Crearure, And -whar fol 
1s, | lows in the Propher is juſtly applicable ro ſuch 
ves, | Perſons ; He feedeth on Aſhes, ( that not only 
afford no nouriſhment, bur + is very hurtful to 
nd- | the Body ) a deceived Heart has turn'd him as 
'a- | fide , that he cannot deliver hy Soul , nor ſay, 1s 
ch. | there not a Lie in my right Hand » Thus Cars 
Ce. | nal Men are fo blinded with their Aﬀections 
t- | ro theſe ſhorr-liv'd Pleaſures , thar they cannot 
X-; | take the true liberty of judging and reflectin 
ty. | that they are deceived and delighted 'wi 
re- | empty Shadows that will ſuddenly. end in dif- 
d,, | appointment and ſorrow ? Briefly , rheſe glir- 
a: | rering Fictions and falſe Wh cannot pleaſe 
« 4 withour an Error in the Mo 
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rk | ſer our chief Love and Joy, "that is ofly due” 


d , that ſhall laſt, 
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confiders in by Heart , neither u their Knowledg: : L 
nor Underſtanding, to lay, I have burnt part of *\ 
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bur a little while. And if you 
ed Perſon fing and dance , with a conceit tha 


fober' Reaſon for his phantaſtick Pleaſhre , ef- 
RY if you knew that his chearful Fir ſhould: 
ddenly change into a mournfut or raging 
Madneſs for ever ? But the Blefſedneſs above 
Bs -unchangeable as God the Author and Ob- 
ject of ir, Eternal as the Soul that enjoys ir. 


Luiſts thereof, turn our Aﬀettions from” the | tnde<-: 
filed immortal Inheritance ? Shall rhe vaniſhin 
appearance , the fleering Figure of Happineſs 
be preferred before whar'is ſubſtantial and du- 
rable ? If a ſpark of true Reaſon, of ſincere: 
Love to our Souls be lefr, we ſhall count all. 
things but droſs and dung, that we may gain the 
Kingdom of Glory, Thus Ererniry inlightens; tlms- 
it counſels us, 
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Other Motives to: ſeek, the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. "God is very willing Men ſhould par- 
take of his Glory, All who unfeignedly 
and earneſtly ſeck, ſhall obrain it, Hea-, 
ven ts promiſed upon gracious terms, An 
Anſwer to the Carnal Allegation that we 
are Commanded to pluck out the Right 
Eye,. and cut off the Right Hand , and 
0 7 
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he is a Prince, wonld you be willing to loſe® | 
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ſaw a diſtract 1 


And ſhall the V/rld that paſſes away with the 
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ZCEhap.XIV- Of HEAVEN. - 
"r0 ſubmit to the ſharpeſt Suſferings, Fer 
vent and Conſtant Prayer for Divine 
Grace that we may fix our aims upon. E- 
ternal Happineſs, and be diligent in the 
uſe of the means to obtain it, 'The Grace 
of the Spirit requiſite to convince the 
v-" Affimd thoroughly of the reality and great- 
the neſs of an inviſible and future Happi- 
rl 9/5. *Tis requiſite to purify the Will | ; 
1 and Afetions, that with full conſent the F 
F: or may deſire and proſecute its bleſſed 
U= End. 


be 4. © encourage us to ſeek the Kingdom of 
as | Heaven , I ſhall propound arher Mos» 
: tives to Confideration, 
r. God is very willing that Men ſhould be . 
| fGaved and partake of his Gtory. For-rhis end, 
be has brought Life and Immortality to ven in 
the Goſpel.. Fhe:Lord Jeſus, the Sun of Righ-- 
teouſnels, has difpell'd the darkneſs of rhe Gen- 
tiles, and the ſhadows of rhe Jews, and ren-- 
- | dred the blefſed and eternal- State ſo- clear and 
'- | fo viſible, rhar'every Eye may. ſee it. . Qur af 
ly | furance of ir is upon infallible Principles... And 
4 the excellent Glory of it is inexpreſlible; 
| yer tis repreſented. under variery of fair and 
vely Types to invite our Aﬀections, Beſides, . 
God makes an earnelt offer of Life ro us in his: - 
Word, he Commands, Counſels, Excites, Urges; 
$ nay Intrears and Beſeeches. with infinite Ten- 
derneſs, 
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dernefs, that Men will accept of -it. © "Thus the hn? 
Apoſtle declares, Now then we are Embaſſadors Þ + 


for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by us, we} 


pray you in Chriſt's ſtead be reconciled'to God. ' Is" 
It not evident then beyond the moſt: jealous 
ſuſpicion , God is defirous of our Happineſs ? 
an we imagine any deſign, any acevſty 
in his Words ? Why ſhould Heaven courr a 
, Worm ? Tis his: Love to Souls that expreſſes 
it ſelf in that condeſcending compaſſionate.man- 
ner, -to melt and overcome the perverſe and | 
hardned in Sin. | 
And as his Words, ſo his Works are a con- ; 
vincing Argument of his Will: His moſt gra- 
cious ſuſtaining and ſupporting of ſinful Men, 
his innumerable*Benefits conferred upon rhem, * 
in the proviſion of Good, and' preſeryarion from ' 


© - Evil, are for this End, that'by the conduct of | 


- bis - merciful Providence they- may-be led to 
- Repentance, 'and received. into his bayour.) And 
the rem Judgments inflicted on 'Sinners ,! 
- are medicinal in their Nature, and_.inihis de- 
fgn to bring them to a ſight and abhorrence of. 
Sin, to prevent their final ruin : if they prove 
mortal to any ; 'tis' from- their obſtinare- Cor-: 
raprion. - 'The rime/allowed ro rhoſe 'who are 
obnoxious to his Juſtice every hout , 1s not a 
meer reptieve from' Tormenr., but a. ſpace of: 
rance ro ſue out a Pardon-: "They are: 

| ſpared 'in order to Salvation. - The Lord. long- 
, ſuffering to usward'," not willing that any ſhould 
F _ » bus that. all ſhould come to Repentance ,'Þ} * 
2 FELT. 3.9, ; 'T. 
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'”, Bur above all his other Works, rhe giving of 
his Son-ro be-a Sacrifice for Sin, is an incom- 
© qe demonſtration, how much; he delights 


| the Salvation of Men. Since God has 
been at fuch coſt ro: pur them inro. a capacity. 
of ' obtaining. the Kingdom of unchangeable 
Glory ,” far tranſcending the earthly Paradiſe 


that was forfeited by Sin, we have rhe ſtrongeſt 


affurance that he defires their Felicity. - And 
how guilry and- miſerable will rhoſe Sinners 
be that when Chriſt has opened Heaven ro us 


by his Blood , refuſe. ro enter into ir > When 


Brutus the moſt noble Roman , propounded ro 
a Philoſopher his defgn ro reſtore Rome to Li 


"berty, he replied, Thar the action would be 
glorious indeed, bur thar ſo many ſervile Spirits 


that. ramely ſtoop'd under Tyranny , were 'nor 


worrhy that 'a Man of Verrne and Courage 
ſhould hazard himſelf ro recover thar 


them, which they did ſo lightly efteem. The 


Redemption of Mankind is'without controverſy 
the Maiter-piece of God's works, wherein his 


rincipal* Attributes appear in their excellenr 
lory. | But how aſtoniſhing is the unworthi 
hels of Men, who wretchedly neglect Salya- 
tion, -which rhe Son of God purchaſed by a 


'Life full of Sorrows , and a-Death of infinite 


Sufferings ? Bleſſed Redeemer ! may ir beſj 
ken- with rhe humble, affectionare, and Wks 


ful ſenſe of rhy- dying Love , why didit thou. .” 
give thy ſelf a ranſom for thoſe who are” 
F charm with their Miſery, and with the moſt 
/F foul Ingraritude diſvalue fo precious, a Re- __* 
1:4 | Gemprion F How juſtly ſhall 'they be for ever 


deprived 
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--deprived:of ir ? Behold, _ye teſpiſers; and won 
der, and-perifh, 62% 2H 
2. Conſider, this glorious Bleſſedneſs ſhall-be 
the. Portioh 'of all thar unfeignedly chooſe iz; 
and. earneſtly feek ir. - This morive was inclo» 
fed in the firſt , bur deſerves a ſeparate :Con 
deration. ; And of this we have. infallible affu> 
rance-frotn the Word of God , who cannot lie: 
Godlinefs' has the \ Promiſe of the Life ta'come: 
Thy ts a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all accep*? 
tation. The hope > a Chriſtian is ſo certain? 
that 'tis compar'd to an Anchor- faſtened in Hea*"F 
ven. And belides the Fidelity - of his WordjF 
God has given us Security of. the Reward, the 
Life of -his Son. This methinks ſhould rurn rhe 
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Current of our Deſires and Endeavours to Hea- 
ven. For notwithſtanding all our toil and. 
{weat, the labour of the Day and the warch-? 


ings of the Night for 'the obtaining Earthly: 
things, .yert we 'many times fall ſhort of our 
auns and hopes. -T'was the obfervation. of the 
wilelt Man , I returned. and./aw under the Sun, . 
that the; Race 15,not to the Swift ; nor the Battel' 
fo the Strong, neither yet Bread to the Wiſe, nor 
get Riches to. Men of Underſtanding, nor yet Fa- } * 
vour to Men of Shell; but Time and Chance hap» 
neth to all. Indeed fuch- is the order of 
ivine Providence in the World; there muſt -beÞ #/ 
different conditions of Men . here, ſome Rich, - 
others Poor ; ſome Noble, others Mean; ſome . 4 
in Command, others in Subjection. And from % 
hence it is alfo evident, thar-neither Dignity. - 
nor Riches, nor Pleatures are the Happineſs kc 
"Man, For 'tis:not becoming the Wikdom and Þ 4 
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Goodneſs of 'Ged te make -rhar the laſt end.of _ ® 
"the reaſonable Creature , which though ſoughr -- © 
Cwith Sincerity. and Diligence, may not be ob» - + 
xained, or. of -which without his own conſent 
pens be deprived, - But civil diſtinctions, and 
qualities are of no walne and conlideration 


> with reſpet ro the obraining or - excludi 
+. from __ The rich CE no 
F arc in an exalted Srate , have not a more eaſy 
+ aſcent and entrance into- rhe Kingdom of God - 
than thoſe,who are in the loweſt degree, The - 
+ Stars appear with the fame bignels ro him 
3 'thar ſtands in the deepett Valley as on the 
- higheſt Fill. Is. there any difference berween 
the Souls of. the rich and great in the World, 
S$ 4nd the Souls of the poor and deſpiſed? Are 
1 they nor equally the Off-ſpring of God , and 
: qually ranſomed by the-moſt precious Blood 
JF :of his Son ? Are. they nor equally capable of 
Eternal Rewards ?. Are: not the promiſes. of 
F the Heavenly Kingdom , equally adareſt to &- 
# # very one that has an immortal Soul, that is 

= Jaithful ro his Duty and Covenant with God ? 

* This ſhould inſpire all with flaming Deſires, and 
draw forth their urmoſt Induſtry, and make 
them ſtedfaſt and unmoveable , always to abound 
#n the Wark, of the Lord, knowug our - labour 
ſhall not be in vain in the Lord... 

JF - 1 know the Carnal Will. is impetuous and . 
i  awparient of delay ;; and earneſt . for. what 1s | 
3 t with the neglect of the future Glory. . 
WF Burt rhe unreaſonableneſs of this is evident to -- 
| All ;-for 'ris not a new and ftrange thing to , 
Flow in_ hopes of reaping a Harveſt, tor Menge «I 
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be induſtrious and active on Land and Sea 
future Advantage, Nay, tis rhe conſtan 
. practice of the World : The Merchant, th 


viſible Inflances of- this ; and tho many rims La 


; World, to carry it fo lightly as if they had 


! ©. 


usband-man , the Student , the Souldier, and 
every Man in the Circle' of his Calling art 


the moſt flouriſhing Ropes are blaſted, rhey 
are nor diſcouraged. ' And is it nor a fight 
of wonder , to obſerve Men cheartul in 
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bours and Hardſhips in, the Service of the. 


Wings, and all for a poor and uncertain Res 
compence, and to be flow and languid in theif 
Endeavours for a Reward as great and as ſutg 
as God is glorious and true ? How many am 


biriouſly ftrive to- pleaſe a Prince , and wait 


long in his Service, who is bur a Man, and 


therefore variable in his Temper and State © 


{omerimes is not willing to do whar he can 


and ſometimes cannot do what he would ro. 


reward his Servants ? And is there not infinite 
'ly more reaſon we ſhould labour to pleaſe God 
who.is the moſt liberal , and rich, and certas 
Rewarder of all that ſeek him? 
3. Confider how gracious the Terms are 
x which Heaven 1s promiſed in the Goſpe 
Saviour's Laws are fo holy, juſt, and in 
their own Narure ſo good ro Men, even it 
their (6227 199 (emi , that rheir own Ex» 
cellence , :quiry , and Sweetneſs, is fuff 
cient ro recommend them without a reſpect tc 
the glorious Reward of Obedience, For what 
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can more deſirable than. conformity to the 


Nature 'of the bleſſed God > What PleafureP® 


A ems. At tet IAC rn ot vWF WWE 


'& comparable ro that which "fptings from a 
-pure ence, from a godly; righreous and 
' ſobe Converfition 2 How joyful is the perfor- 
*mance of thar Service which more immediate« 
-1y is directed ro rhe hongur of the Divine Mas» 
"IF jefiy ? In Prayer, and other ſacred Ations, we 
"IS draw near tothe Fountain of Feliciry,and receive 
om his Fulnels. In the affe&ionarePraiſesof God, 

3 weare Companions ofthe Angels. And is nor In« 
"8 Egrity. and Honeſty in our dealings with: Men 
> ef pore eafie and comfortable than Fraud and Op- 
oo prefiion ? Is 'ir nor troubleſome to be always 
1a -nder a Mak, to uſe arrs and difyniles ro a- 
F void rhe reproach and revenge that artends un- 
juit AZtions when diſcovered? Are Tempe- 
mance and Chaſtity as hurtful ro the Body 
238 Luxury and Laſcivionſneſs , the effentiat- 
parts of Carnal Felicity > How miſerable 

8 Man when the Heart is rent with numbers 
tels Vanities, the Aﬀettions diſtracted between 
warious Objets ! how - quiet and compoſed , 

- $ When the Hearr is united ro God as the {it- 
he Good , and the Aﬀetiohs joyfutly con- 
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ire in his Service ! Can it then be prerenided 

J tir the Yoke of Chriſt is heavy, and his Law 

- $ hard ? Or ate his Promiſes uncertain ; and his 
- Reward {mall? No, 5 Commands are 10? grie- 
Jus 3 71 the leeping them there is a great Re- 

= #94, a preſent Paradiſe. Religion will make 
| happy heredfter in the enjoyment of God; 

| - mae hete in Obcdience to his Holy WilL 
Ach is iis Goodneſs, rhar.our Dury and Hap- 
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Bur it will be faid, That the Goſpel require 
us #o pluck ont the right Eye, aid to cut of has - 
right Hand , and te take up the Croſs of Chriſt 
oe s, to mortify the deareſt Lnſts, and to ſulmnit 


to the ſharpeſt Sufferings for hu Honour, that well ; 
may be eternally Happy. ' v _ 


To this T anſwer ; " 
"Tis rrue, the human Narture in-'this depras 
ved Stare , only reliſhes fuch Objects as pleas 
fantly inſinuate with the Carnal Senſes, a Ti 
birrer as Death to. bind np the Aﬀetions fre 
* them. -Bur Grace gives a new Divine Nature 
to the Soul , and makes ir eaſy to 'abſtain from 
feſhly Luſts. To make this more clear by a 
ſenſible Inſtance : ' Suppoſe a diſeaſed Perſon? 
whoſe Stomach is oppreſſed with corrupt Hu 
mours , and his Throat and Mouth ſo heated 
with Choler and : continual Thirit , that he 
thinks it impoſſible , though for his Life, ro ab+ 
ſtain from immoderate Drinking. If a Phyſ- 
cian by ſome powerful Medicine cleanſes the 
Stomach, and rempers the internal Hear, .heſ 
then can eahly reitrain himſelt from Exeeſs 
Thus a Carnal Man that is full of falſe Eftif 
marions, and irregular Defires, while there are} * 
Pleaſures without,and Paſſions unſubdued wit 
in, though his Salvation depends on: it, thinks 
it impoſlible ro reſtrain the exorbitant Appes 
tites of Fleſh and Blood. The Gentiles thought 
at ſtirarpe, Chriftians did not run with them ta 
the ſame exceſs of Riot. Bur divine Grace fol © 
clari ies andenlighrens the Mind, fo purifies anc 
elevarcs the Aﬀections, that 'tis nor only poli * 
ble but ecalie to abſtain from unlawful = q 
49%. ah Ms Ra We 
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Fares. St: Anſtin-befqre his Converſion was a- 
HFoniſh'd.,. rhat-many in the vigour of Yourh; 
and in a frat World lived Chaſtly ; and/re- 
k. Feat apon himſelf, was encouraged' by this 
wall JI bought , that. which ſuch and fuch obſerve, 
i why, ſhall it be impoſſible-ro me ro,obferve? 
+ and upon ſerious trial, by -the proſperous influ» 
ence. of Heaven , . was a Conqueror over all 
carnal. Temptations.” . Nay after - his holy 
Change, the-withholding : 
; . bis Cart from VItious Quam ſuave carere 
Delights, was inexpreili-. ſuauitatibus i/tis ? 
bly more ſweet than his 
tormex enjoying of: them. And. are there nor 
many, vitble examples. of holy heavenly Chris 
flians, ro. whom groſſer-. ſenſual Pleaſures are 
unſgvory and coatemprible 2 gu may as: well- 
tell rhe number of the Stars, as of thoſe who 
bave practiſed Religion in irs ſtrictneſs and 
uriry ,. and by their enlighrned Converſarions -. 
lirected us i the way ro Heaven. . And» are 
# their Bodies taken from rhe Vein of a Rock, 
eſe and not compoſed of Fleſh and Blood as well 
-F as others ? Are their Paſſions like Solomon's bra- 
2 zen Sea, unmoveable by any Winds of Temp- 
xitions ? Are they entirely exempted - from - 
the impreflion of Objects, and the lower Af- 
ſections ? No, they are alive, arid ſenſible of 
ps things that raviſh rhe Aﬀections of carnal 
n, but by the power of Grace deſpiſe. and 
overcome them. And this Grace is ottered in 
{the Goſpel ra all that ſincerely defire it, fo that- 
tis 2 yain wretched pretence that Religion binds 
We; H h S 4 10: 
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+ To theatix of the "Objedtion, * 
>. Tomernmes ate expoles the Profeſſors ay 
wheavy Sufferings, T anſwer; Indeed rhe-C 
pel-is plain and peremprory in this, if we t 
MAL eh Chriſt, we muſt ſuffer with him, wheh 
we are called forth to'give a'noble teſtimonys 
tO his Truth. 'Tis no extraordinaty Elevarion® F | 
ag point of Perfection , bur the dury of every | 
Chriſtian ro be always ready in the diſpoſition” 
and reſolution of his Mind , to facrifice his Life” 
when the honour of Chriſt requires it. Burt's 
'tis no hard condition to ſuffer tratſfient Aﬀys! 
dtions for the dbtaining a Happy Immortality, * 
to be conformable ro the Image of our faf® 
fering Redeemer , -thar 'we-may be crowned” 
with "his Glory. How many Chriftians-elteem-/ 
ed rhemſeves pnonred in the Difgrace, and. 
bleſſed in the Injuries they ſuffered for Chrit,” 
and with an invyincible Patience, and aftoniſh-" 
ing Joy , endured the moſt cruel Perſecutions, * 


* = though yer the human Nature in-thetm was as” 


render and ſenkble of Pains as in others ?. bur: 

the natural averſion and repugnance ro ſuffer-? 

ing was overruled by the determitiation of rhe” 
rational. Will, upon the accounrof their Dury, 
and the Reward attending it: Fhey gave a” 
molt convincing ſen{ible Teltimony” how much”! 
more valuable Heaven is , than rhis- pteſenc Þ- 
World , willingly expoſing thetnſclves to all? 
-_ here , and reſoxcinf in kopt: of has 
- In ſhorr ; the Reward of Obedience is a tri- Þ 
umphal Crown; and where there is' no Victs-' 
i there can. be” no FS s ay == 
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bomber, no Victory ; - and where no. Enethy, - (; 
* no Combar.. Therefore we ard commanded &-- 4 
© Fight againſt our internal Enemies, our corrupt 
© Afﬀections, to kill. the Luſts of the Fleſh , and 
h. to encounter and overcome ; by Humiliry and 
v - meek Saubmiffions, rhe Cruelty of malicious E- *.* 
- nemics- without us, in order to obtain-the © ® 
* Crown of Lite. And a Believer that has Hea> +" 
| yen in taſte and expectation, will eafily- res 
© ounce the moſt pleaſant, and willingly endure 
the tharpeſt-Temprarions , for the bleſſed Re» 
1 - ward of his Obedience. 


LARS. | 


Laſtiy, Fervent and conſtant Prays er 1s requi- -/ 
FS for the Grace of God , that we may-fix , 
; our- Aims aright upon erernal Happineſs, _— 

uſe thoſe fare Means that with divine Advany | 4 


tage are 'd in the Scripraves, that can 

; wake us. wite to Salvation, Sach is the depra- 

Vario! of dlan fince tus Fall , the Mind is dis 

by Yain Thoughts, and the Heart prev 
| Hee with ſenſual thar'till' :he 
” -rit of his Mind be renewed, ard his original Af- 
' feHions ro the Supream 'Good be revived and .. 3 
teſtored by Divine Grace, he is regardleſs'of it,” ...* 
= {and only applies himfelf ro whar 1s pleafingto:+ 2 
"Senſe. There may: be ſome tranſient Glances, - - 
© © and volatite Wiſhes of Heaven in Carnal Men, 
| bur they are miferably weak , and ineffectual; 
| a'mo!t” necetfary Dury incumbent ' 
is by humble and fervent Prayer to 
| Aer cho ro God for his Spirit, to ens. 
our ' Minds, that''we may believe the 
[ and Grearne6 of the Breenal m_ 
4 i, | 
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and ro reform our Wills, [that we may feel its 
arrraCtive Force. Borh theſe Acts of the Spitit 


are fequifire , that the Love of God, as ours 


chief Feliciry , may be the regent Principle ot 
our Hearts and Lives. 
For this end rhe Holy Spirit convinces / 


Men thorowly of the Reality and Greatneſs 
;- of an invifible and furure Happineſs. In the WF 
© Lighr of the Goſpel, how many of eminent? 
intellectual Faculries are ſtupid as to their grear # 
Inrereſt , and ſpend themſelves about Trifles,'F 
and-are equally tractable ro Erernal Ruin; as 
the Ox ro the Slaughter ? He thar is deftirure Þ 
of the illuminating Grace of the'Spirir, x blind, ? 


and cannot ſee afar off. Now by the Analogy 


+ berween the corporal and intellectual Faculties, | { 
we may underſtand, in ſome meature, how the © 


Mind is illuminated by the Spirit of God.' For” 
. as'tothe Act of Seeing ,. rwo things are'requi-": 
fire 3 1. External Light in the Air ,- withour 'F 
which the Colours, Figures and Beauries of Ob<' } 
jects are not viſible to the _—_ Eye, bur 


lie. obfcurd under impenetrable Darkneſs, 2, In- 
ternal Light in the Eye, in which the viſtve* 


Power conſiſts : if this be extinguiſh'd, the ! 
cleareſt Light: of Heaven 1s of no-uſe, ior rhe} 
diſcovery - of Things: Thus the Underiiand-F 
ing'1s enabled to ſee Spiritual things. 1: By # 
the Revelation of the Object : In this reſpect” 


Life and Immortality are brought to Light by the 


Goſpel. Till that bright Diſcovery was made- : 


of Eternal Blefſedneſs, it was above rhe-dejires 


and hopes of ſinful Man. Calum; hom. nec ppt as || 8 
re - OX Gran z nec i; perare &Xx propria M 
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CE. "iP EN LY mw 
Chap.X Of VEN: | 
© muſerie conſcienti4. 2. By the inward inlight» 4% 
ir ning from © the Spirit of Wiſdom, that removes © 
Ir, Ve Fancrance, Prejudice , and Inadverrency of | 
of & the Mind; which as Scales darkned irs Sighr, & 
"F-and difpoles it ro perceive-the Verity and Ex- | 
5 cellency of ſpiritual and future Things, though 
F nor with comprehenſive - Evidence ,- yet with 
e F thar affirance ,  thar no doubrfulnefs ' or ſuf- 
r _ remains agahy them. "Tis obſerva- 
$ ble that Faith is expreſt in Scriprure, by Pri- 
dence, Wiſdom, and Know/edg, whereby a Man 
> knows the Grounds and Morives of his Judg- 
2 ment and Aftions. And Sin is called Folly. For 
as when the underſtanding Faculty, either from 
”the indiſpoſedneſs of the Organs, as in Idiots, 
E or from the diſorder of Fancy, by inflamma- 
tion of the Humours, as in diſtracted Perfons, 
"F cannot weigh' and compare , and therefore 
$ makes a perverſe judgment of things ;- ſo the 
carnal” Mind , by not due meaſuring and pon- 
* dering+, judges fally of S rial T hings. If. 
ſomething no-, bigger than” the Hand wege pur: 
- before the Eye, it, would intercepr the ſight of 
- the Heavens ; and he that not conſidering the 
Properties of things near and diſtant , ſhould 
£27 <conclude that Piece tro be bigger than the Hea. 
"3 yens., . were juſtly reputed a Fool. And the 
2 folly'of carnal-Men is more grols , who prefer 
F tungs preſent- ro- Senſe , before what is tarure 
F and. of everlaſting conſequence to the Soul. 
& Bur there are ſome Actions , which if done 
F a-Narural, would be counted Folly ; yer being 
3 done by thoſe who in the reputation of the 
[) - World are Wile , are edge Prudent ,: bur 
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ff HEBA & Chap.X\ 
+ "they are the moſt deplorable Folly, Now 

& the reſtoring the Leſum principium, the braken 
Mind to its found ftarg, —_ tis able v 
conſider, diſcern and conclude of things. accom 
ding to their Narure, fach is the aton of Gee 
Spirit upcn the corrupt Mind-, clarifying. and 
enlghtning it, ſo that 13 receives full conyichon 
by the cleareft Marks of divine Authoriry 
thining/.1n the Goſpel, of the Trath of all xk 
great and precious. Promiſes therein-contained, 
and cauſing it, by a ſteddy application of the 
Fhoughts, ro ſee the yalt difterence berween 
what 1s Temporal ; and Eternal ; how deſpica» 


i |} 


finite incitimable Happineſs of the nexp, In 

; hings according to thew Na 

 - ies, belieyes., etteems, and d 
+* They are of eternal-Moment, 


grafues OT ETITTET A @anens y V+ eiily, uw po4its 
tis irreparable by hutnan Skit, afid without 

Miracle can never be reftored ; {o the intelie« 
Without the renewing power of rt 

never know Spiritual Things at they 0 
= Known. Therefore as the blind Met in'the Gofs 
> - pt who deſpair'@'of help from! the Phylicians 
ln; a of the mira Power” of Chrift,” 
- Iimporcunately 4 his healing Mercy 


be to bt 


but in a more noble and higher Senſe, Lord, 
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» the renewed Mind kngws Re 


bly light all the Vanities - of this World are! 
found, when pur in the Ballance againſt zhe in» 


=--,,necefary for the Ha pinels of Man. "And a5! 
: wok oe *h.n awed! | yer of, Aon nm _ ——_— | 


Etual Faculty , when darkned by finful Lafts,” 
Spirit, cal} 


© that ive may receive our ſight, Let us witti'the 1 
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ts pray to the Light and Saviour of rhe World, F © 
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| World, to chooſe Heayen: There may be an 4 


' eontinued in their Sins viſibly deſcended into. 
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| or Hell, and ho” 17 Fiery Tongue ſhoul& 


| _ cnginii Piuroir DE rs . 

| oft '2calotis Aﬀettions-call npon the God of 

aw Lord" Peſts Chriſt, the Farber of Glory, that 

* be wonld give unto ws the Spirit of Wiſdom and 

” Revelation in the knowleds of him, the Eyes of _ + 

- ut underſtanding being wort , that we may 
iow what” is the =_ of bn Calling, and what 
+ of the Glory of” by Inheritance in the 

.” Barns. 

© 2. The efficacious Influence 'of the Holy Sp 

- Fitts -requifte ro change the Will, rhar with a 
free' and full: conſent it may defire and profe- 
cute the Spi ErernaF Good. Without this, 
the convictiorr of rhe Mind is not powerful &- 
mough to convert the Sonl from the love of the -. 


In & Conſcience , without a "renewed 
Hearr. Though the Judgment affents thar Gol 
&% the Supream-Goot, yer 21! the Heart be cif= 3 
emciſed, the ſenfualiry of rhe Aﬀections rakets, * *: 
away, divine Love thart directs the Life ro God » 7 
as our blefſed End , can-never poſſeſs ir. I *3 
poſe thar Men had a ſenſible and itrong afſu- 
rance of the Eternal Stare hereafrer, if all 
thoſe who lived godly. in a vifible manner ak 
cended with E/:as tro Heaven, and” if all who ** 


Hell, as Corah and his Company were {wal- 
lowed up alive by the Earth, before the I- 
raelites ; if Men could hear the joyful Exulta»- 7 
nons of the Saints above, their high Praiſes of: © 
God , and hear the deſperate Cries and deep = 
Complaints of the Damned : it one, ——_— $7 
ing to the deſire of the rich Man, were ſent: * 
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relate” what he had ſeen and ſuverd, and' ex* 

hibir a ſenfible demonſtration in himſelf. of thoſe 
Torments, yer this alone were not ſufficient t0' 
draw off their Hearts from the deceirful Hap» 
pineſs of this World, and faflen them on the 
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perfect and Erernal Happineſs in the next. Ins 


deed they could not then indulge their Luſts {0 
ſecurely, bur they would be Strangers to the Life 


of God , {fuch an 1inveterare alienation of Heart 


is in Men from-real Holineſs,. ”Till the ſanti- 
Fring Spirit' by, a directive per{waſive .Light 
thar repreſents the Truth and Goodneſs of Spi- 
ricual Things, rransforms the Soul, and makes 
it Spiritual 1n irs Valuations and AfﬀeCtions, 'ris 
inwardly .avcrie from Grace and Glory... The 


Lord dire# cur Hearts into the Love of God, and 


into the patient waiting for Chriſt , when he ſhall 


come to be glorified in his Saints, and admired in 
”* all them thars believe. 
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CHAP. 


The opening of the Text. The pniſflinent 
of uitreformed Sinners ſhall be extreum 
and Eternal. 


to inſtrutb and 
fhall be the chief Mourney in Hell. 
Aprekenſ 
flitting Objets. The Thoughts ſhall be 
fiat upon what. is Tormenting, All the . 
T wg Paſſions will be let looſe upon 
the Guilty Soul. Shame, Sorrow, Rage, 
Deſpair, at once ſeize on the Doc 


te. ti. 
— 


Mark 9. 48. Where their Warm dieth not, and 
the Fire n-not quenched. 


"PF. Words are the repetition of a 


a F WPI? hc 


out — 


powerful Moriye , by our Blefſed $a- 


ever 


The Torments in Hell ex © 
ceed the heavieſt Tudgments inflited berg." - 
They are repreſented in Scripture, ſo | @#s * 
rerrify Sinners. a 


% 


wil be enlarged to all af © 


viour, re deter Men from ind nf 
Temptations to Sin, how grateful or WIS of 


K 
hed 


* charming and favourite Si 


Eye offend thee, pluck it out. All the Occaſions 


+ whereby Sin infinuates itſelf, and inflames our 
Inclinations, whether it bribes us with Profit, 


or alltres by Pleaſure, muſt be immediately 


cut off, and for ever ſeparared from us. . This 


Counſel ſeems very ſevere to the natural Man, 
who freely converſes with; Temptations : To 
do Violence to" himſelf, and tear his beloved' 


Lufts.from his Bolom ; the Carnal Nature. will” 


not..conſent #0. Qur Saviour therefore urges 
fuch Arguments as may move the Underſtand- 
ing and Aﬀedctions, may ſtrike Senſe and Con- 


"-«fcience © For 'zt i Getter to enter into Life maim- 
” td, 4hani having two Hands to # into. Hell, where 


'the Fire.never. ſhall be quenched. , Hope and Fear 
«arc the\moſt active Paſſions.: rhe Hope of Hea- 
-ven is matiye enough ro. induce a true Believer 
to deſpiſe and reject all the Advantages and 
Pleafures of Sin that ate bur for a Seaſon : and 
*the Fear of an Everlaſting Hell , is ſtrong e- 
"nough. ro tontroul the vicious Appetires: ' Rea- 
54> . fon determines, that when 
a Gangreen that 1s;dead- 
ly and ſpreading,has ſeiz'd 
upon a Member,  preſent- 


T -* 

Ut corps redimas 
ferrum patieris & ig- 
wes : ut valeas anime 


qQuicquam tolerare ne- ly ro cur off an affected 


gabis ? At” pretium Arm or Leg , to" ſave the 
pars hac corpore Mae re{t : how much more rea»; 
Jus habet. Ovid, . 1onable and neceflary js it? 

to part with the 6moſt 


Ya viour 
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ever to them : If thy Hand offend thee , cut it 
off ; if thy Foot offend thee , cut it off ; if thy* 


, to preſerve the 
-woul from Erernal Death ? 'Tis obſervable, our. 
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F Saviour.inculcates three times, thar Men b. 
F take notice of it with terror. .ere:the arms” 
>  wever dies, and. the Fire. is never quenched © K' 
"—* Worm gnawing upon the Bowels , that are of 
oy the moſt render and quick ſenſe;,.. Fire rhar 
Y'S cauſes the mot yehemenr pain, are fearful Re- 
> preſencations -ro .rypify hes.” Torments. of rhe 
; (n+ And thar the Worm is, undyings, 
F and, the Fire , unquenchable , infinirely aggra«4 
+ yares their Puniſhmenr, $2 
a. The Propofition is this : That the puniſh; 
I ment of -rhoſe who will retain their pleaſant 
x or pro:itable - Sins , ſhall be extream and erey- 
"| nl 
3 | 
b In rhe handling of rhis Point, I.will, R 
E z. Diſcourſe of the Extremiry of the. Puniſh 
4 ; menr. by 
Th #2: Of the Ererniry of ir. 


q 

1. Of rhe Extremiry of . it., en 2 

ws © Before the particular Deſcription of Pains 

I. of rhe Damned, I ſhall obſerve in gener Thar 

38 tbe full Repreſentation of Hell is beyond-all 
human Expreſſion, nay our mot ' fearful 

7 Thoughts cannor equal-rbe Horrour of it. Mao 
knows the Power of thine Anger ? Plal, 90.1. 

© What are the prepared Plagues, by infinite Ju- 

"| Rice and Almighry Wrath for obltinate Si 

* ers ? Ir is impoſſible for the moſt 

e 

' 


aury, 
frembling Conlcience to inlarge its fd appre- - ' 
F Hhenfions according to the degrees of that 
T The Lord will ſhew forth hs Wrath, and make tus 


Power 


” 
q 
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"None can tel 'what God can dv , _and' what? 
- Man ſhall ſafer, when made capable ro'endure 
fach Torment for ever, as now would preſem- 


, 1 __ known in the Veſſels fitred for Deſtriftion' 


If confutne him. As the Glory of Heaven cars 


not be = tnderftood rill enpyed, ſo the Fore 


ments of Hell-cannor be comprehended' till felt. 


But we may have ſome difeovery of rhoſe un 


. known. Terrors ; by* the following Conlidera« 
_— 4 


7. The moſt heavy Judgments of God 'F 
Sinners Jug ie 


here, are lighr and rolerable-in Compa« 


riſon of the Puniſhment of Sinners-in the next: 


” Stare. For, | 
(1.) Temporal-Evils of all kinds and degrees, 
as Peſtilence, Famine, War, are deſigned for rhe: 


Sins, and are common to Good and Bad here. 


And if his Anger be fo terrible when hechaftiles* 


as a compaſſionate Father , what is his Fury 
when he: puniſhes as a ſevere Judg ? If the cor-. 


ing Remedies ordered by 'his Wiſdom and" 4 
Eove for the converſion of Stnners be fo ſharp, 


what 1s the deadly revenye of his irreconctleable” 
Harred ? ay o - 


(2.) The Miſeries of the preſent State are al-. 


 kayed with ſome enjoyments. None are fo u- 
niverſally afflicted , 


ings. Judgments are tempered with MerCitgss 
o Mar is torrur'd with all Diſcafes, nor tor? 


faken of all Friends, nor otterly without Com 
fort, And when the Aﬀiction is irrcriechablegy 


yer 


Sringing of Men ro a fight and of rheir® 
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o deſolate , bur fornerhing 
remains ro fweeten the fenfe of rietr Suffers) 
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tif. our grief produces Sympathy. in others, 
E ſame A. ro = troubled Mind. and by that; 
- affiftance rhe Burthen is made lighter. Bur up: 

Jell, the Damned are furrounded with Ters 
rors, encompaſt with Flames, withour any things 
' torefreſh their Sorrows, not. a drop of Water 
+ to a Lake of Fire. - All that was eſteemed Fe: 
+ |. kicity here, is rorally withdrawn. Death purs 


i« | 2 period to their Lives and Pleaſures of Sin for-, 
+ ever. For "tis moſt juft, that thoſe Objects: 
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FF which were abuſed by their Luſts, and alienas+ « 7 
tn # td their Hearts ffom their Dury and Felicity, © © 
2. ſhould be raken away. And which is extream:.._. 
« | Miſery, in their moſt piriful Srate, they are aby- 
$ folntely unpitied. Piry is the cheap and univers ” 
fal Lenirive, not denied. ro the moſt guilry in 
their Sufferings here : for the Law _ rurs 
-mſtructs us to; pity the Man, when the Males 
factor ſuffers. Bur even this is nos attarded. zo 
the Daroned. All rt Apo 494 CEP 
not incling. 4p Com _—_ of L >. and > 
ON Abi puts, 1, firaven. Owarus Hem-!- Torr 
= they are not compaſſionable Objects, their Mis. 
Bry beirig the jult effect of their perverſe ob- 
nate Choice. And in Hell all human render 
Aﬀections are extinguiſh'd for ever. Now "tis 
- the perfection of Miſery, the exceſs of Deſola- 
- Hof, ro be deprived of all good things pleaſing 
_ to our. Deſires, and ro ſuffer all Evik from: 
which we have the deepeſt averſation and abs: 
horrence. As in Heaven, all Good is eminerits. 
Iy compriſed, and nothing but Good, fo in Hell 
FF 21! Evil is in exceflive degrees, and nothing but 


Evil | 
"a (3) Teme 


& 


(3.) Tem Evils are inflicted by the 
diation of fecond Cauſes that are of a limiteds 
wer to hurt : bur in the nexr Worldihe ore 
ediately torments the Damned by his abſ6&:F 
lure Power. The ApeRle tells us, that the Wics }* 
ked' are puniſhed with everlaſting-Deſtrution from! 
the preſence of the Lard , and the Glory of hiiÞ. 
Power. What is the laſhing with a few Ruſhes; 
ro a blow given by the hand of a Giant thay 
ſtrikes dead at once ? This compariſon is below? 
the Truth: , 
= More particutar-- | | 
© -Iy, theſtare of Mi- +- Indeed it ir difficult to cone 
A ſery 5 {er forrh in ceive how '4 material Fire 
Scripture by fuch £47 af on a [piritual Sub- 

' repreſentations as ſt #109 But t ” unreaſonable 
. Fo aetermine that it is is 

Pc Y "x men? Ros poſſible, For if we conſider 


49 | what Pain is, it is 4s cos 
open the moſt+ car« cefuable how p pure Spirits 
hal Men.” Nothing ,,, capable of it, gs Spivite 
» more mtvlerably ;; Conjuni#imm with Budies, 
The human Soul in 148- Nas 
titre is Spiritual as the Angels, yet has a painful ſenſe; 
of Fire or other affli ting Evils incumbent on the Sens * 
Jer. The Body. meerly feels not pain, but it paſſes. through 
the Body t0 the Soul. If the Soul by a ftrong diverſions 
of. Thoughts, - apply it ſelf to. an Objeft, the Body it 
ſenſible of Pain, as it evident in ſome D ſeaſcs 5 
"and that in the. beat of Battel, - dere Wounds 'are nt © 
-fe#Þ. _ 4nd as God by a natural Conſtitution has” ors" 
 "* Weed, that the Body ſo tonched and moved, excites # 
” painſul Senſe in the Soul, he may have ordained that 
the Devils ſhall feel the impreſfons of Material Fire 
tm the place, to which they ſhall be confiu'd. | 
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a painful, than ſuffering the violence of Fire in- ©* 

ea raged with Brimſtone : and Hell is deſcribed 
© by a Lake of Fire and Brimftone, wherein the 

cked are Tormented, Whether the Fire | 
be Materiat or Meraphorical , | the reality and <4 

- mrenſeneſs of che” Thrment is ſignified ' by it; - 

TS. Bur the ordinary Fire , tho mingled with rhe 

"moſt torturing Ingredients, is not an adequate 

a F repreſentation of it. For that is prepared by 

| * bur the Fire of Hell is prepared by rhe 

Wrath of God for the Devil and his Angels: 

The Divine Power is ilſuſtriouſly manifeſted in 

" | that terrible Preparation : So rhar, as ſome of 

*'F of the Fathers expreſs it, # one of rhe Dam- 
ned might paſs from thoſe Flam's into the 
fierceſt Fires here, ir were ro exchange a Tor- 
"ment for a Refreſhment. The Scripture 
ſpeaks of rhe vehement hear and fiery” Tharlt, 
and ourer Darkneſs in which the” Damned 
faffer, ro ſatisfy the rights of Juſtice jn' the 
Torment of thoſe Senſes , for the Pleafure 
\# which Men wilfully broke the Laws of 
Bur rhe Soul being the chief Sinner , ſhall * 
be'\the chief Mourner in thoſe Regions . of: | 
Sorrow. An Image of: this ' we have in- the A- 

- gonics of 'Spirir, which ſometimes the Saints. 
-themietves. are: tn here , and which the moſt: 
fubborn Sinnefs. can neither refiit nor endure.” -. 

Feb was afflicted in that manner that he com=- 

SS plains, Fhe Arrone 'of the Almighty are with 

= vt, the Pojſon whereof drinks up my  Spixih,: the 

© Ferrors of God [ct themſelves. in Array againſt me. 

"Wa Spark of. his Diſpleaſure falls on''the 
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p< gulry Conſcience , it rears and blows u ally 
as 2 Fire-ball caft into a Magazine. com : 
who; underſtood the Erame of - human Nature 
tells us, The Spirit of 4 Max- can bags his Tuff 
mty : that is, the Mind- fortified by -principleg'F-- 
ef moral Counſet and Conftancy,, can _— 43 
rhe aflault of external Evils : . but 4. wawded i 
Spirit who can bear 5 This is moſt infuppor. 
table when the fting and remorſe of the Mind, F- 
15 .fram the ſenſe of Guilt: for then God aps 
pears an Enemy , Righteous and Severe ; ang 
Who, can encounter -with - offended Omanipor<Þ 
tence-? Such is the ſharpneſs of his.Sward, and 
the weight of. his Hand, that every ftroke 8 
deadly inward. Satan the cruel Enemy ok 
Souls, exaſperates the Wounds. He diſcovery 
and charges Sin upon the Conſcience, with all 
its ayg ge Tg and ery Nu: dip, 

| , the We! Ve an ny 
the Wounded Spurit, What ifons of, Horrog, F 
whaz Spectacles: of Fear, whar Sceges. of Sam 
the Prince of Darkneſs ? And which heighten#F 
the Mifery , Man is a worfe Enemy to himſelf” 
than Satan: be falls upon his own Sword and! 
deftroys himſelf. The guilry Conſcience turns. 
- -— <#be$4n into Darkneſs, and the Moon into Blood | 
-- the precious Promiſes of the Goſpel, rhat affurey”” 
E. Favour and Pardon to rerorning and relent'F 

mg Sinners, are rurn'd inro Argomems of ' Deb" 

pair; by refefting upon rhe abuſe and prove 
cation of Mercy , thar the Advocate in Gow: 
boſom, is become the Accufer. Whatever 
Soul-wounded Sinner fees or + hears , af 
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Fifi 4 what ever he Hhittks, rorments: tan "— 
= Diverſions, in the World, Buſineſs , Pleas 
ates, ferry Cottverlati n; Comedies, "ard 28 


vi heffectudl to give from thoſe rings 


and Furles in Gi Breaſt "ad the ip hgh 


I » Holy Water is 16 expel a raging Devil from 


polleſt Perfon. Thoſe whe on theit Price "ol 


z > and Jollity, have deſpiſed ſerious Religion} 


F- fther as a fond Tratfpott and Exraly tos 


w - Wards God , or a ddll Melancholy and De- 


dF their Sifis with all 


feftion aboitr the Soul, or an idfe Scrn 
about indifferent thi yer when God has fer - 
tet kilting ctrcttmaftances 


$$ is order before their Eyes, how changed, how 
= <onfortnded are they ar that Appatins 
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& How teifics, with! the dreadful expeQation 
#f the doom that atrends them ! Iſhazzer 


i the midft of his C atid Herd of Cons 


 Axibmes, by a few 6d Tbs 


Walf , containing his Proceſs _— 


3 was fo terrified his Guilty 
& Kitence ; that his Joims were ry Je = 42 
- fink ufider the a ehenſon. Now afl 


bles of Mitz, are bur the beginnings & 
ws; Þut the Smoak of the infertial Ns 


| ace but Farnefts of thar terrible Sum which 
% = a will fevetely exat of rhe Wicket 


*Indect! rice Examples are rare, and not 
jarded by the mort, and by ſome look'd 
as the  effeſts of Diſtraction ; bar wm 

Ghvince thee bold and careleſs Siriners who 
ver felt rhe ttings of an awakned Cal: © 

dence, witat  extrearti Tettors (ie be: * 
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Es Ws Wicked in the other World > - Con 
cr, 
1. The Apprehenſion ſhall be more clear 
gand enlarged than in the preſent Stare. Now 
the Soul 1s oppreſt with a: weight of Clay 
and in Drowlineſs and Obſcurity. The great! 
© things of Eternity are of little. force, ro con} 
© vince the Conſcience , or per{wade the Af 
=> fections. But then, the Soul ſhall work with 
the quickeſt activiry. The Mind ſhall by ay 
ifrefſtible Light rake a full view of all af 
flicting Objects. 'The moſt ftupid and uncon- 
cerned Sinners ſhall- then ſee and feel their” 
ruind State , what a glorious Feliciry they® 
have loſt, what a Miſery they are plunged? 
into, without any poſlibiliry of leſſening ir by 
falſe Conceits, OT anving any relief by the 
error of Imagination. . 
E 2. The mournful Thoughts ſhall be-always/ 
= .fixt upon what is tormenting, - The Soul 17 
*. - conjunction with the Body, cannot :always'Þ - : 
- apply it ſelf ro one fort of Objects. For:Þ 
" the Miniſtry of the ſenſible Faculties- is re-Þ - | 
quiſite to irs Operations. And the Body muſt} - 
be ſupported by Eating and Drinking . and 
Reſt , which interrupts troubleſom Thoughts.: 
Beſides, rhe variery of Objects and Accidents: 
here avert the Mind fomerimes from what 1s;7 
afflicting. Bur rhe ſeparate Soul is. in no de-! 
pendance on the Body, and after their re. 
union, there ſhall. be no necefliry of Food} 
or Sleep, or any other animal actions. 
to ſupport it , bur it ſhall be reſtored to a8 
© new* capacity for -new Torments , ang Pre 
\'» 4 erv a” 
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Herved- in that miſerable State by*mhe 
of God. There will be nothing then zo di 


n ; 
ear#  yert- the loſt Soul from ſad Retledtions upon © | 
wil -us. Miſery. There are no lucid intervals *m 


if - 3. All the tormenting Paſſions will then. 
nl be let looſe ar once upon the guilty . Crea- 
\- ture. And it there be no fingle -Pailion 10 
- weak, but heightned, will break the Spirit, 
and render Life ſo miſerable; that a Man 
will rake Sanctuary in the Grave to eſcape z 
how milerable is the Condition, when- the | 
Y molt ferce and united Paſſions war againft---; 
ey. the Soul ? This is fignified by the never-dying _ 
ea Horm thar gnaws on the tendereſt parts, = - 
FF of quickeſt ſenſe. Shame, Sorrow Deſpair ,®,** 
16. Fury, Harred and Revenge, are fome pf "4 
an Brood of Vipers that rorment the Dam- 


nN” 1. Shame is a Paſſion of which Human Na-+ _ * 
Sy  fure 1s very ſenſible , and this in the highelt *, 8 
Yr degree of Confuſion ſhall ſeize | EY 

= on the Wicked. For all the Dan. 12. % © 
TY juſt cauſes of Shame ſhall then 

GY meer. The inward ſource of it is the con- 
SS fſcionſnels of Guilr, of Turpirude and Folly mn 
the- Actions ; and all theſe are the inſepara- 
ble Adjundcts of Sin. The guil- 

try-Soul by a piercing reflection Tacita ſudant 
pon its Crimes , has' a ſecret precordia cub 
| ſhame. of irs Degeneracy and 24. Juv: 

- Unworthineſs. The Paflion is 

- increasd , when a diſcovery is made of vile 
practices that defile and debaſe a Man, expole - 
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- Bhrettrr and Infarty , before Perſohis t 
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- High Qualiry and emifient Verthe, whom we 
= Hire and revetttice,” 4h Whoſe efttem WE 
: = Falve. To be fufprized in an | unworthy 
E - Ation by fach a Perſon, diſorders the Bloody! 
Ind rransfuſes a Colout irito the Face, ro cop 
- ver ft with a Vail of Bluſhing. And the mot 
> ftunierous the Spectators are; the thore the Dif 
grace is aggravated. And if Deriſfion be join 
ed with the Ipnominy, ir cauſes extrean! 
* Diſpteaſure. O the vniverfal Confuſion; thes 
+ -. overpowring amazement that. will feize off 
; FO Abel 
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Sitiners in the prear Day of Diſ&very, whe: 
ts _—_ Works of Darkiieſs : ill thei baſe; 
2 Senlualities ſhaſl be revealed before God, An? 
gels and Saints! When all rhe -Covers of 
ts ame ſhall be raken' bXF, the Excnſes an" 
| Denials, ro extennate or. conceal their _ 
ſhall vaniſh, and their Breaſts be tranſparent” 
, - "to the Eyes of all! How will they be a-- 
© = ſhamed of their foul and permanent Defor- 

= -miy in. the Light of rhat glorious Preſence? . 
How will they be aſtopiſ'd ro: appear in all” 
— . their Pollutions before thar brighr and im 
*  mhenſe Theatre > How will they be cots” 
>. founded ro ftand in all rheir Guilt before” 
that ſublime arid ſevere Fribunal ? How wilt : 
they endure the upbraidirigs for all the Sins 7 
which rhey hive fo' wickedly cotnmirred.;”: 
and rhe derifion for the Puniſtiment chey 16"? 
deſetvedly ſuffer ? The holy Judg will Tag) 
at their Calamity, and moth, whin their "fear 
comes. The Righteous alſo ſpall fee, and ſhall 
tains at them, Lo theſe are the Mem that 


A Kd i ww Dro mw a+ wit to Fo a _*_ wm + 


k.. — 


MM ©”, wwoy 


1+ wy m2 m2 wut #h Aa ws 


_—__— 


Lg 
" a 4 
« - 
. 


made not God their Portion, bur periſtting Va- 

© nities, that preferr'd ſweet Folly belive 

F Wiſdom. The Devils will reproach them for 

© thar ſcornful advantage _ had over them, 
0 


Chap.l. Of HELL 97 


evere 


That as Children are ſeduc'd for things of Luftre 
to part with real Treaſures , ſo they were ea- 
fly perſwaded for the Triftes of Time to ex- 
change Eternal. Happineſs. M/ither will they 
cauſe their Shame to go? Jer, 14.12. Thoſe black 
Sinners thar here never change colour for their 
Filthineſs , that hardned by cuſtom in Sin, are 
I etrable ro Shame, as the brure Beaſts rhar 
are abſolutely deftirure of reafon ; nay, thar 


# have not only overcome all renderneſs, bur 


- 


Swan Eh 43.7 LAR 73-54 


” _ — 


| gl in their Shame , ſhall glow at the mani- 


ation-of their ſordid Luſts , their vile Servi- 


F _ and be covered with Confuſion, and the 


of it ſhall be revived in their Minds for 
ever. 
2. To open Shame is joined the greateſt in- 
ward Sorrow. This Paſſion, when violenr, 
netrates the Soul in all its Facukies, and _ 
Aaſtens 'F to the afflicting Object. When it. 
dwells in*the Boſom, ir gives an eaſy entrance 
to whatever cheriſhes u-. encreaſes it, and re- 
jects what might aſſwage and lefſen the ſenſe 
of the Evil. 'The moſt pleaſant things do nor 
excite Deſire or Joy , bur exaſperare Grief. 
Like thoſe Animals that convert the beſt nou- 
riſhment into their own Poiſon ; ſo deep Sor- 


.row receives mournful impreſfipns from all 


things, and turns the {weerelt Comforts of Life 
into Wormwood and Gall. The cauſes of Sor- 


ow are either the loſs of. ſome valued Gocd, or 
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. the ſenſe pagan any And' the I 
©. tow'is more violent, as the Cauſe isgrearin 1 
- > ME, and' in the' apprehenfion' and rende 
-of rhe Sufferers. Now both theſe Caules 
mn all. the heavy Circumſtances that can 
ly and aggravate Sorrow, meet in Hell 
the 5 ot of Miſery. | 


The lofs is inconceivably* great. It Cain : 
when baniſhed from the iety of 'thelF-; 
Saints , * where God was publickly worſhip'd; F: 
and by ſpiritual Revelations and viſible Ap 
paritions , graciouſly made himſelf known 


F-4 
- cry'd out in anguiſh of Soul, My puniſhment #5 | 
reater than”T cah bear : from ty Face "ſhall X 
hid , arid T fhall be a © itiwe- upon the 
Earth: how intolerable will the: final {eparas 3 
tion from his glorious and joyfal Preſence yo 
In the clear and transforming Viſion of his Glo Fl 
ry, . and rhe intimate and indiffoluble Unioa® \ 
with him by Love, conſiits the Perfection and x 
Satisfaction 'of the immortal Soul. -: The Feli? 
cith reſulting fron it , 1s+ as entire and erernah,; T 
as God is Great and True , who has fo. often ; 
promis'd it in ' Scripture. Now the"DamnedÞ: 
are for ever- excluded from the reviving Prev 5 
ſence of God. *Tis often ſeen -how-tenderly 4 
and 'impatiently- the| humane Spiririreſents the} | 
b-of - a dear- Relation. Faedb for the-' fapy - if 
poſed 'Dearh of Fyſeph, was {o overcome with 4 
Grief ; - that! when all his Sons and Daugh-) - i 
rers roſe up to comfort Him, he refuſed ro be j 
comforted, .and faid , T will po down mourning. 
1o- the Grave, Indeed this overwhehning ay 
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ow, is both a Sin 
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nd 4 Puniſhment. | Faſt Domine, & fic eff © 


Fis ordained by pena fir fibi omnis inordinas 
the righreous and ' mw affefius. Aug. : 
> anchangeable De- 
FF eree © God, thar every inordinare Aﬀection 
8 in Man ſhould be his pwn Tormenror. But 
che lofs' of a poor frail Crearure for 2 3 
: 1 time be fo afflicting , how” infupportable : 
I will the Sorrow be for rhe loſs of the. Bleſſed -- 
PF God for ever > Who can fully conceive the Ex- 
8 fir and Degrees of thar Evil ? For an Evil 
- riles- in proportion to the Good of” which it 
—geprives us: Tr muſt therefore follow, thar 
tal -Blefſedneſs being an infinire erernal 
dd, the excluſion ' from 'ir. is proportiona« 
2 Ev4l: *And'as" the Felicir of the Saints 
-Riwlts from the Fruition of Godin” Hea- 
Ven, -and (from compariſon wirh the contrary 
Stare :* So the Miſery of the Damned ariſes, 
3 both from the thoughts. of” loſt Happineſs, 
$ ane" from -che laſting ''Pain-char' Torments 
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tr maybe rephed ,- If ' this be che nrmoſt 
Pit thar "is conſequence ro Sin, the Threat» 
J fig of i, is Iikely” ro "deter bur few from 
3 the pleafing their corrupt Appetires : for cat- 
4 57 Men ve- ſuch -groſs and ' vitiated Af 
{Hoff that” are carele(s -of fpirimal Happi- 
3 els." They ' earmot' taſte and ſee how' good the 
JC: ; Dord # tr, ' K. 
& To this a clear Anſwer may be. given : In 
the next State, where rhe Wicked ſhall be 
Wever without thoſe Carnal Objects, that. 
6 Iiz here 
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2194 Of HELL Chap: 
here deceive and delight them, - when depri 
ved of all things that 'pleaſes their volups 
tuous Senſes , their Apprehenſions will be 
changed ; they ſhall underſtand what a Hap» 
mY it 15' to enjoy God, and what a Ai- 
ery to be expelld from the Celeftial Par: 
- Our Saviour tells the Fews, There ſball- 
e weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth, when ye 4 V 
Tate Ia. yr acob, ard all the ps i 
in the Kingdom f God, and you your ſelves thruſt 
eur, Luke 15.28, How will they pine. with 
envy at the fight' of that triumphant Felice 
ty, of which they ſhall never be Parrakers © 
To fee- that bleſſed Company entring into the? 
facred Manſions of Light, will make the loſs: 
of Heaven infigirely more - diſcernable ' and 
terrible ro the Wicked , who ſhall be: caſt 
into outer Darkneſs, and for ever be . deprivea” 
of Communion with God and his Saints. De=F: 
part from me, will be as dreadful a part of zhe- 
Judgment, as Eternal Fire. -- +. 

Wirth the loſs of the moſt excellent” 
Good, the ſuffering of rhe moſt afflicing” 
painful Evil 'is joind. ' The. Sentence 35 ,- 
Depart ye Curſed inte Pverlaſting Fire. And 
if an imaginary Sorrow conceived in the F* 


o 


Mind without a real exrernal- Cauſe , as in 


Melancholy Perſons, when'+ grols Va urs. X 
darken pp. corrupt the brightneſs * 
rity of the Spirits that . are requifize+ for "ub 
chearfal Operations , is ofren ſo opprefſingy 
that Nature ſinks under 4t ; How infuppor- 
rable will the Sorrow of' condemned Sinneme” 
be, under the impretſion- and ſenſe re bent? V 
m þ IT. 
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ing Hand, whim: it ſhall - 

* how "mad and boly he is in his 

how juſt and . dreadful in 
Sinners ? It may be, the indulgent 
Soy in hi his fear of Hell, by fancy- 
ng the- number * of Sufferers ' will aſſwage 
the ſenſe of their "Miſery. Bur this is a 
| oth Miſtake ; for the number of Suffer- 
> ſhall be fo far from affording - any Re- 
\' f, that the Miſery is aggravared by the 
on and Communication of the Miſe- 
- ral Every one is ſurrounded with Sor- 
yes, and by rhe fights of Wo about him, 
s the univerſal Grief. 'The weeping and 
, the cries and' dolorous expreſſions 
Fall "the Damned, increaſes yhe torment and 
Gs of every one. As when the Wind 
pires with the Flame , 'ris more fierce and 


| SZ 5 Th: Concmirr of Sorrow- will be Fu- 
«0 fo tat themſelves, as the true 
A R_ED 


3 of 
g 4 fuch a Non of his righteous 
1 {Rev cory of bis rghoom bs Ju 
FF Rice in the condemnation of the Wi 
-they ſhall be ſo convincd of-- it, as not to 
3 be able ro charge their Judge with any de- 
2 tings gain or excels of in his pro- 
| inſt them. As the Man 1n the 
Tp + beat intruſion without a | Wed- 
| ding-Garment, How cameſt then in hither ? was 
| is: will find no plea for their 
FJultification and , bur--muſt receive 
In [1 3 , the 
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the eternal Doom: : with ,Silence,.and;Conhy 
&  fion. Then Conſcience ſhall, cevive.-the bitrep 
zz _ remembrance of. alt: the;. methods -of diving 
Mercy tor 'their Salvation , rhat,were netic, 
Ctual by * their Contempr and Obſtinacy.., AF 
the compaſſionate Calls by his! Word, . with 
the holy Morions of the Spirit , wete like the! 
lowing of .Seed in the Stony Ground , S 
took no Reot,.. and. never came -to perie 
on. All! his / terrible; Threarnings were bw 
as Thunder. to the; Deaf,” or | Lightning: ra 
the Blind, that lirtle aflects them; rhe bous 
ry of his Providence,deſgn'd - to lead them 
Repentance, had the ſame etfect, as the Showers 
of Heaven upon Briars and Thorns that.makes 
, zdhem grow the. faſter, And. that a mercy fat 
ready ro,pardgri., did not, produce "—— r 
correſpondent affection . of grateful obedient 
Love , bur by the moſt unworthy proyocaut: 
tions they plack'd down. the Vengeance due i” 
to obſtinate. Rebels, will ſo enrage the Dame} 
ned againſt themſelves, - that they .yvill,: be. 
tels miferable, by. the Miſery they ufer, than | 
by - the conviction of their rorn Minds,:, that; 
they were the ſole Cauſes of it. Moat Re: 
pentings will be kinaled within_ them, tor the: 
fupid.ncglect of. tbe; great. Salvation-lo.dearly i 
purchated , . and earneſtly... offered..to” rhem 2: 
What, a fiery addition to.their Torment, .,that:® 
when God. was {o, willing to Save them, they: 
were {o wiltul,zo be Damned ? . 'They will 
never forgive themſelves, that for the ſhort 
and mean Pleaſures of Senſe , . which if'-en-3 
joyed a Thouſand Years, canngt recqmpe! 
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lofs of Heaven, nor require the pains of 
ZHell for an Hour , - they .muſt be deprived of _ . 
| rhe one, and firfler the other for ever. 
ca 4. .The Sorrow and Rage will be increaſed 
23 by Deſpair : for* when rhe wretched Sinner 
UE ces the Evil is peremptory , and *no Outlet 
2” of - Hope, he abandons himſelf ro the violence 
of Sorrow, and" by cruel Thoughts wounds 
; 5s Heart more , than 'the fierceſt Furies in 
Hell can. This Miſery that flows from def- 
= pair, ſhall be more fully opened under the 
Faiftintt - confiderarion of the Ererniry of "Hell. 
& Brietly , as the- Bleſſed are -in Heaven , 'and 
E Heaven is in them , by thoſe holy and joyful - -. 
Aﬀections thar are- always exerciſed in. the Di« 2 
wine prelence , - ſo. the Damned are, in, Hell, 


- 


and. Hell is in them by thoſe fierce and mis. © 


- 


l 
| 
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Q 
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Ffrnble- Padions - that continually prey Upon. . 


CHAP. 


Tie Fternity of Miſery makes it moſt ins 
tolerable. The Fuſtice of God cleard ini 
the - Eternal puniſhment of Sinners for 
Temporary Sins. The Wiſdom of God 
requires that the Puniſhment threatned 
frould be powerful to preſerve the Com-Þ 
mands of the Law inwviolable. There «6 
an inſeparable connexion between the 
Chozce and Aftions of Men here, and 
their Condition for ever. The Damned 
are nngqualified for any Favour. The 
— guilt of Sin requires a proporai- 
tiow mm the Puniſhment. | 


it above all other Conſiderations in-F - 
tolerable. Our Saviour ' repears it}. 

thrice in the ſpace of a few Verſes, to ter-"} 
rify thoſe who ſpare ſome favourite Corrup- "| 1 
tion, that in Hel] their. Worm dies wot, and | 1 
the "Firs 15s never- quenched. * God will never *Þ$ 1 
reverſe his Sentence, and they ſhall never 'F « 
thange their State. How willingly would *F ; 
t 

| 

| 


| 
| 
| 
; 
ih 
'T HE Erernity of their Mifery makes} | 
| 

! 


carnal Men raze the Word Eternal out of the | 
Scriptures ; bur to their grief they find ir 1 
joined with the Felicity of Heaven, and the 
T, nts of Hell. The ſecond Death has all 

the terrible qualities of- the firſt, bur nor the 
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? ple, 
| i of the Rich Man? 


hey are all changed into a contrary ftare 
5 of [| 


and thar' ftare is  fix'd for ever. 
ſhing Paradiſe he deſcended in- 


"= an pr 1 In this the Vengeance 
of God _ is infinitely more . heavy- than the 
© moſt rerrible execution from Men. Human 


4 roma and Power can inflict but one Death ' 
© { thar will be ſoon: difpatcht) upon a Ma- 


E tfactor worthy to fuffer a Hundred Deaths 3 


if he be condemned 'to the Fire , they can- 
© not make him live and die together, ro burn 


IF and not be conſumed : But God will © far 
37 #pporr the Damned in their Torments, that 


*they ſhall always have Strength to feel, tho no 
Strength to patiently endure them, Thoſe ex- 


: - tream Torments which would extinguiſh rhe 
- 7 - preſent Life in a Momenr, ſhall be fuftered for 
$ Ever. This Conſideration infinitely aggravates 


fe 


the Miſery. For the loſt Soul: rackt with 
the fearful Contemplation of what ir muit 


dj fuffer for ever, feels.as ir were at once all » 
"2 the Evils that ſhall torment. ic in irs ' whole 
rj duration. The perperniry of the Miſery is 


always felt by previton. This is as the cruel 


4 breaking of the Bones upon the Wheel, when 


"= 
*-?3 + 


+ the Soul is rormented by the forelight of 
© Miſery thar without allays ſhall continue in 


© the circulation of Erernal Ages. To make 


8 more - fen'ible, ler us- con::der , that Pair 
44 Ii 5 . makes. 
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* , makes the Miind obſeryanr: of rhe , of WM; 
the- Hours. In. Pleaſures, ./Time ,wuh,a quickly 
--- and fitent--motion infenfibly flides away:s,þ 4 
-- i® Freubles rhe Hours. are tedious ;-2n:, vio" 
lent Pains *we reckon the: Minutes, as-long.. 
- Tis «obſervable, how paſſionately rhe atflictedy 
 , Plalmitt complains, M/ll the Lord caſt off fer 
; ever ? W/ilkzhe be favourable ' no . more. * Doth! 
hs Promiſe fail for  evermare e Hath. be. fore, 
gotten to: be- gracious 2, Hath he in Anger: ſhut 
up bs tender 'Mercies 2 Plal. 77..7., In,, what 
various -patherick Forms does' he, expreſs the 
ſame Aﬀection > Though he had afſuranceF 
- that the gracious Ged would ' not. be always* 
ſevere; -yer his Anguith forc'd from him;Com-2F 
plaints.; as, if. -rhe., moment. of, . his Trouble. 
were. an;\Etcrniry. + But what firains of . Sor- 
row atre- among -the Damancd.,. who belides:F- 
the preſent ſenſe of their Miſery, have always; 
m their I houghts the vait- Erernity whereia*F 
they mult {utter it ? 
:-When three terrible Eyils were propound=-; 
ed: 19 David's: Choice ,,. .pining ;:Famine .for;* 
Three Years , , or; bloody War , for Three; 
> Months, or devouring. Peſtilence for 'Three® 
Bays.; be chole the ſhorrelt, ' though in it ſel6*F 
the heavie!t Evil. .._ 
- Many ſ:d Days mult, paſs under the other: 


= Judgments, where :Dearh by. anticipation in * 

juch .-variery - of Shapes. would be preſented; 
x0 the. Mind , ,thar the lingring expectation oi 
- would atflict more than the ſudden ſtroke 30 
= "whereas the fury of the Peſtilence wauld bes 
” ſoon over, Burt the, Damned haye not, thi 
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lief, but ſhall be tormented day and night 
for” ever and\ever. - How earneſtly do they feek 
for ''Deach, bur cannot 'find it > Whar a Fa- 
Zyour would they eſteem ir-to be annihilated © 
For certainly, if ' when rhe-Evils ' in the pre- 
<= F-fenr State are ſo multiplied, that no-comtorr 
23s left, or ſo violent- that rhe afflicted Per- 
2 fon | cannot enjoy them ,- and refreſh [his ſor- 
3 rowful Spirir, Death is choſen . rather than 
"3 Life ; it cannot be imagined that in the fu- 
AF mre Stare; where the Miſery is extream, and 
2 nothing remains to allay ir, that the Damned» 
F ſhould be* in love with the unhappy good of- 
FF ſimple being , and not chuſe an ablolure ex- 
© tinction -if - 1t might be. | 
= - If any one ſhould be fo fooliſh tro think 
i that Cultom will render that Stare more 
2X tolerable, he will find. a terrible confurarion | 
SF of his vain Fancy. Indeed, continuance ung *” 7 
*F der light Evils, may arm rhe Mind with pa* 
tience ro bear them ; bur in great Extremi- 
. ties it makes the Evil - more ponderous and 
F intolerable. He that is rorrured with the 
= Stone, or on [the Rack, the longer: rhe” Tor» 
2 ture continues, the leſs able he. is ro ſuſtam 
S it. In ſhort, as the Joy of Heaven is infi« 
7 nitely more raviſhing , that the Blefled are: 
FF withour fear of loſing ir; fo rhe Miſery of 
3 Hell'is proporrionably rormenting , that the 
F Damned are abſolurely deftirute of hopes 'of 
© a releaſe. Tis 4 fearful thing to fall into the 
<= Hands of the living God,” who lives for ever; © 
= and will puniſh for ever-incorrigibl Sinners 1.3 
bt. There 7 
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There- are ſome who ſtrongly fancy, 'tis 
not confiſtenr with Divine Juſtice ; ro inflict” 
an. erernal Puniſhment for remporary Sins: 
Therefore rhey ſoften” rhe 'Senrence , by in-F 

ing' the Words of Chriſt, Theſe ſhall 
$0 znto Everlaſting Puniſhment , of the annihn-F 
lation of impenitent Sinners; that is , they 
ſhall:/be for: ever deprived” of Heaven , bur! 
not ſuffer Torments for ever. A 


"gr _— clear Anſwer: 1. The 'F 
oppoſition between everlaſting Pumſhment,: 
and everlaſting Life, in the you of Chriſt, © 
is-a convincing Argument they are to be un- | 
derfiood in the fame extent for an abſolure 'F 
Etermity.” And the words, in the / Revelation | 
are ſo expreſs, rhar rhey admit no mollify-: 
ing Interpretation , They. are tormented Day 
wnd Night, for ever and ever: Which necefla-- 
rily infer, the tormented have Life and Senſe © 


tor ever.. Now that in Scripture 'tis evident; 


that God hath decreed. and denounced erer--: 


nal Pumſhment to obſtinate Sinners, is ſuſh- 
cient ' tO _ all Enquiries: about the Ju- 
frice of it: for Divine Juſtice is the correl-- : 
pondence of God's Will and Actions, ' with 

the Perfections of his Holy Nature: From 
hence we may infer with invincible Evidence, 
thar wharever . he pronounces in l, mend, / 
and-. conſequently inflicts , is moſt Righteous. | 
The Irath is, we may as eafily conceive: 
there is no God, as that God is unjuſt ; be- 


Perfection of his Nature, Thas the Apatnny b 
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"I 7. 
8," VOCares, 
t, oF zhar plead thoſe things for favour. ro them, 


then cut off all rheir Excuſes , reduce 
them ro a defenceleſs filence, before he cuts 
them off. - God will be juſtified in hn Sentence 
overcome when he judgeth. 
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he 
the laſt Day, in determining the Wicked-ro 
a ftare of everlaſting Torments, has been con- 


1. The Wiſdom of God requires , that the 
Puniſhment threatned in his Law , as 'ir mt 
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e Righteouſneſs of rhe Proceedings: at- 
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4s makes a ſtrong imprefiion —_ the Mind , 


and 'a prefenr Fear..makes a Perſon follicitc 


=> r0..avoid the incurſion of what is ready tos 'Þ 
ſeize on-him , withour forecaſting to prevenrimn 
> an Evil look'd on at a diſtance. Therefore 
that the Sanction "of | the Divine Law- may} 
preſerve the Precepts -inviolable , - that there: 
may be a continual Reverence of- ir, and a! 
fixed Reſolution in the Hearts of Men not to: 


_ tranſgreſs, the Penalry threarned muſt be- in irs 
own” Narure fo terrible , that\the fear of it 


may conquer the . apprehenſion of all preſenr 
fficted ro conſtrain us ro! 

Sin. Therefore. our Saviour warns his Diſci- # 
les, Fear not them: that can kill the Body , 

make. that part. die that is mortal) but fear } 

him that after he has killed, has power to caſt 
snto Hell ; yea, I ſay unto you, fear him. Now 
if the threatning of an everlaſting Hell, through F 
* Infdeliry and Inconfideration, be not effecual | 
- "1n.the Minds of Men to reitrain- them from | ' 


Evils that can be 1 
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Sin, it Temporary Torments in the next |} 


E- State were only threatned , which are infi- 2 
nitely more .eaſy. and tolerable, carnal Sin-+ 
ners would follow the ſwinge of their cor--3 


rupt - Appetites , and commir Iniquiry with F- 


greedinels ; this would .feem to-, re./ect upon; 
Fo Wildom of the Lawgiver,-.as if he were + 


ective in, not | binding his Subjects firmly 


ro- their Duty, and the Ends of Government |} 


would not be obrained. 
2. God , as the Sovereign” Ruler of the 


World, has eltabliſhed an inſeparable Con- 
= nexion berween the Choice and -A tions of. 
49 Men 
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Mer here, and- their furure C ondirion fork *Y 4 
yer. The promiſed Reward of Obedience ight®”- © 


roFÞ-excellent and..eternal, that alt the Allure-'* © 
nr ments - of .the\, World vaniſh .in compariſon, .. ." 
re th-it : and there is fuch an: infallible Af . 


ay\Wlurance- of ' this Reward in the Word of. God,; 
re WF thar-all;,. and only thoſe who. ſincerely . obey 
a & his Commands, . ſhalk;enjoy it in the furuge. 
ro: State'; thar a ſerious Believer who ers. * 
irs FF things, cannor: be. diverted. from his- Dury by, 


reſent Temptations, Beſides, by' a Chain: 
© of. Conſequences , finful :Pleaſures are linked.” 


nt 

ro.F with 'erernal puniſhment threatned in the Di- 
i= # vine, Law; and he that will enjoy forbidden 
/ , & Pleaſures, | binds himſelf ro fuffer all the Pains, 
r FF annexed rothem. . Now when God has; from- 
/ his [excellent. Goodneſs and. undeſerved Mercy, 
v .- allured Men. of - the Glory; and Joys of, Hea- 


F yen- that are unſpeakable 'and erernal, -upon 
” the 'gracious. Terms of the Goſpel ; 'and, upon 
n {| their deſpiling ir, rhreatged Erernal Miſery, if 
r # Men. obltinately. neglect fo great Salvarion.; 
- . how realonable, is. a they; ſhould inherit. thew 
- wn . Choice ? thoſe who do. not. ſeek -the- : 
- Kindom,. of Heaven, ..cannor eſcape Hell, bur; 
1 #. by crernal - conſequence ir will be , their. Po« 
x | ion. . There is no middle State ih. the next; 
> #. World, no tolerable Mediocriry, but rwo cogs 
/ F travy drates; - yer alike in this, that the Hap» 
: | pinels and ;Milery , are equally Erernal : and;; 
us guſt ,,..that all -who neglect eterral - Lifeg © - 
= z ſhould. ſuffer rerernal Death :. for ris the natu-* fo” 
. F nah. and _ neceſſary. Conſequence of .their Ops; 
"IF tion : Lherefore , Sinners are charged wiki 
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extream madneſs, to wrong their onn-Souls, a 
'#s love Death, Ptov. 8. 36. <2 
'* 3. Ir will appear how unqualified the Dam-vF 
+ ned are for the leaſt favour; if we conſider | 
their continual hatred and - Blaſphemies' of FF - 
God. The Seeds of this are in wicked obſtinare'F. 
Sinners here, who are ſtiled haters of God; * 
bur in the Damned this-enmity is direct and'F * 
explicir, the Feyer is heightened into a Fren-"F | 
y , the bleſſed God is the object of their Þ | 
ſes and eternal Averfation. Our Saviour'F. ! 
rells us, that in Hell there. 5 weeping and'F 1 
gnaſhing of Teeth ; extream Sorrow, and ex-"} 
tream- Fury ; Deſpair and Rage are the pro-| 1 
per Paſſions of loſt Souls, For when the gui * 
ry Sufferers are ſo weak, that they cannot "1 
by Patience endure their Torments, nor by 1 
reſiſt the Power thar inflicts them," #1 

and are wicked and ftubborn, they are irri-- 1 
tated by their Miſery , and foam our Blat--F t 
ies againſt rhe righteous Judg. If their F 
could exrend to him, and ir Power \ 

were equal ro | their Deſires, they would de-- } \ 
throne the moſt High. Hatred rakes plea-: Þ } 
t 

I 

\ 
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b 

0 

ti 
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1 


ſure in Revenge , either real or imaginary :' 
and although God is infinirely above the: 
tranſports of their Fury , and all their ran- 
corous Im tions are reflexively pernicious 
to themſelves, like Arrows ſhot again the | .: 
Sun , thar fall down upon their ds that © * 
ſhor them, yer they are. always venting their 
Malice againſt the juſt Power that rorments 
them. - Tis faid of the Worſhippers of the- 
Beait, that they gnawed their I onzues for 

s Pain, 
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” Pain, and blaſphemed the. God of Heaven be+ 
F cauſe of their Pains, Rev. 16. 10, 11. The 
F Torment and Blaſphemies of thoſe impeni- 
* rent Idolaters, are a true repreſentation of , 


P . vw» / 
by G 
f, 


of F the ſtare of rhe Damned. From hence ir ap- 
re pears they are the proper Objects of Re- 
{5 venging Juſtice.. How can we reafonably.con- 


- ceive, that God, in-favour te the Reprobares, 
ſhould . croſs the eftabliſhed order of ,Crea- 
IC - owe —_—_ of - Beings were mow 
ur'} rerial © ſhing principles, t I- 
ritual, of an Lowry, Lomrxap And Vl 

F God withdraw his Conſervative Power of 
+ the guilry Soul in- its Immortality, and to pnr- 


% 


F an end to its deſerved Miſery , and ſelFtor-. 


\menting Reflections, annihilate it ? If a Cri-- 
lea! were juſtly condemned to a ſevere: 
Ly dF 


Puniſhment , and ſhould mer & =< 
reproach the Prince, by. w Aus. 


| thority he was condemned , could it- be exe, 
r*} pected there ſhould be a mirigarion of the- 
r nrence ? And is it a Thought conſiſtent: | 


the Sentence againſt the Damned , who ; 


- 
- $ were as omni t- ro effect, as are 
s {| malicious to defire, Md dekros his Beings 
> | Tis true, the Divine Threatning does nor 
4+ bind God to a rigorous execution of it up» 
on Sinners : he has declard.,, if. Sinners wilt 
turn from their evil ways,he will repent of the Evil 
| be purpoſed to do unto them, Jer. 26.3. bur whens 
-& Threatnings are part of the Laws wr” 
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Men are. govern'd ,:-it ' is. congrnous. t ..the 
Wiſdom and Juftice-of the Law=giyer"to exes 
cute them +12 their- full force upon +the ob= 
itimare Offenders:, - withal. conſidering - the ina 
flicting -of «them is fo. far from working any 
mgenuous Change in | thoſe Rebels, thae 
thereby they become more fierce and obdu 
rate. o 

Lafly, the immenſe Guilt thar - adheres! 
to Sin, requires a proportion in the \Puniſh-! 
ment. Tis a rule- m all Courts. of Judica-$ 
ture, that the degrees of an Offence aric 
according -to rhe degrees of Dignity of t 
Perſon offended :. Now the Majeity of God: 
is truly infinite, againſt whom Sin 15/ com 

. mitred-; _ and ona the | Gyilt pf dur 
exceeds our- boundleſs. Thoughts. This is thes 
reaſon of the: Sentence, Curſed is. every ons 
that: continueth not in all things which are writ 
ten in: the Book of the Lam, to do thera. 'The' 
Curſe: threatned, includes the firſt.and the ſe- 
cond ' Death. + What a diſhonour is it,,to the! 
God- of Glory,” that proud Duit+ ſhould -fly in 
his Face, -and-controul his Authority 2: Whars 
2. provocation; that the reaſonable Creature, 
thar, /1s\.naturally-.and necellarily a Wbject 
ſhould deſpiſe rhe Divine Law and Law-gi"= 
ver'? [Though carnal, Minds elevate the Guile 
of- Sin,” yer weighed in the Scales of the San" 

 Gruaty, tis found fo heavy, that nd Puniſhel) 
ment inflicted ' on Sinners ; exceeds, either? 
in the degrees or duration , the \deſert of® 
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- 15: not -{arisfied in depris, 2 


Elbat will cauſe the moſt dolorous perceprions 
2m their ſenſitive Faculties. The Lake of Fire 
Wand Brimftone, the blathneſs of Darkneſs for e- 

wer, are words of a terrible ſignification. Bur 

mo words can fully expreſs the terrible In- 
redients of their Miſery :+.'The ..Putuſhment: 
fill be in proportion ro. the Glory. of God's: 
Hajeſty that is provoked, and the extent .of 
us Power. as the Soul was the prin= 
ZF<pal,-and the. Body but an Accefſary in the. 
> Works of Sin ; > its capacious 'Faculties 
n-Ffhall' be. far more rormenred' than the litnired 
FF Faculties of- the ourward- Senſes. The! 
FF Artribures of | God ſhall be tranſmitred throug 
F tbe. Glaſs of - Conſcience, and concenter'd up- 
j- 02. damned Spirirs : ,The Fire , without 1s nor 
& © rormenting- as the Fire within them; How 
2F will the tormenting . Paffions be inflam'd ? 
3 What Rancour ;' 'Reluctance;* and © Rabe; \a- 
ot the juſt 'Power- that ſenrenc'd them to 
F Hell > What impatience and - indignation a= 
I gainit rhemſelves for ' their | wilfal Sins , ' the 
t cauſe of it > How will they curſe their- 
Creation, 
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Guitt of Sin. will never be 


Fire in Hell, as long as God" and Ererniry 


hall continue , they - muſt ſuffer thoſe Tor«Þ 
ments, which the ftrengrh and patience of ny 


Angel. cannot bear one hour. 
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Prattical Inferences. The tender Mercie. 4 


of God. tro Men, in revealing the pre-: 


pared Plagnes for Sinners, to. pref 
vent their Me s Carnal Men are} 


more capable. of conceiving the. Tor= 
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ments of Hell, than the Joys of Hea- 


ven. They are more apt t0 be moved by: 


them; The deſperate Folly of Sinmers, Þ 
to. chuſe the pleaſures of Sin , netwith- 


| ſtanding the. dreadful and everlaſting® 
Torments that. follow Sin. The ſteadfaſt” 
belief and ſerious Conſideration of E-+ 
ternal Death , the wages of Sin, 1s. a 
: prevailing motive to abhor and for« "F 


fake it. Onur dear Obligations to our Sa-\ 
v10Mry | 
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God fo far reconciled'as to" annihilire then. 
As long as there is- Juſtice in Heaven , ors 
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mn 8+ viour , who: delivers 14 from the Wrath 
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m2 JI Shall. now draw ſome practical Inferences, 
1 and conclude this Subject. 
x ” 1. From the Revelation in Scriptare of rhe 
ni #readful Puniſhment prepared for nnreformied 
IF Sinners_in the next State, we may under- 
ſtand the render Mercies of God ro Men'; 
how willing he 3s they ſhould be faved, who 
I are ſo wilful ro be damned. Hell is repre- 
- ſented ro them by the moſt violent Figures, 
6 to terrify their Imaginations , and ftrongly 
© affect 'their Minds, that they may flee from the 
Wrath to came. God counſels, commands, in- 
© treats , urges Sinners to be wiſe , to- foreſee 
= and prevent the- Evil that eyery Hour is 
eo # approaching to rhem : and with Compaſſion 
F and Indignation laments their Miſery, and're- 
W 3 ee their Folly in_ bringing it upon 
"F themſelves. The Divine Mercy. is as-eminent. * 
'F - ly .and , apparently dechard to ' Men in the 
F preſent Forge State , in threatning Hell to 
3. excite their Fear, as in promiſing Heaven 
FF to allure rheir Hopes. For it carnal induk 
3 gent. Sinners are not rouſfed by a quick ap- 
prehenſion of Hell, they will {ſecurely en- 
" 3oy their ,pernicous Pleaſures, 'and deſpiſe 
<< the ble Reward, and Heaven would 
| = Human Souls as th full of 
ory. | 


(c.) Be | 
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þ"#.F: 1.) Becauſe they ate 


thre © capable "1 
-- *onceive of rhe Torments of HelF*thaii thi 
©» TJoys-of Heaven. Storms and' Darkneſs att 
©  more-eafily drawn by a Pencil, than a cleat 
calm Day. Fire mixd_ with  Brimſtone,, is 
very painful ro Senſe ; and the Fancy ſtronf 
- repreſents. -its Vehemence in rormenting 
the .Body,; And what Miſery. the tnceſſant 
xemorſe. of. the. guilty Conſcience will cauſe 
inthe Damned hereafter , "is in part nnders 
Rood by the ſecrer Accuſations and Twingel® 
_ of - Conſcience in {elf-condergning Sinners here 
Burt they. are abſglutely ftrangers to wt $4 © 
of.-rhe Hply. Ghojt, - ro. the Delights of rhe 
-  Soul-in communion with God, . and” ro Peace 
of Conſcience 4n his. fayour, "They cannot* 
withour experience, know how good the Lord 87 
no - more than, ſee a ;taſte.  :To diſcourſe to! 
them - of ſpiritual, Pleaſures thar flow fron 
the} Divine Pretence, of the Happinefs of rhe $7 
Saints chat. are, before, the 'Throne of God, and us 
 forve. bin - in by Temple. ,-: 1s © Taegk, Wael + 
the, Tongiie. of ati Att” 
[* unintelligible things. Þ'7 
weſcit * quod loquer. Their . Minds and La Ao 
Avg, - guage are confin'd to fer 
x / {--», ble rhings.. The nar 
ral. Man. recaives nat the things of” the Spirit 
cf: \Ged for they .qre fooliſhneſs. to him ; net? & 
ther.1can he know' them , becauſe they are [pi-* 
ritnally diſcern'd; There may. be - in the car» 
nal Mind a conception of Heaven -as a Sans! 
Etuary wherein they may be ſecured from 
"the Wrath of God, and ſome _ A 
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borifuſed thoughts . of irs Felicity,” as the Tea'®: - 

7 Light /arid* Qolours':in tone: blind-from his © 2 

WBirrlt ;--bur” only be Pure” in Heart Gan few .. © 
leat 50d, AS 1N vY 
Ss 2 > 


ſo in Me riort eration of ' + 
) T » | 3... 
ing” ( 2.) Carnal Men are more diſpoſed to'be 
ant{wrought yr vow by repreſerxingithe Torments 
uſebef Hell; - rhan” the Jays'of Heaven. Forwe 
cannot love but *what is” Known, "nor[enjoy 
Þut* what is loved. "And as rhe - purification 
of the Heart from vicious Aﬀections; is af 
aF—excellent means tro clear the Mind ; ſo the 
=Fluſtrarion'. of the Mind” is very- influential-rb 
warm-the Heatr. The rrue 'conception”'of 
Heaven in its amiable "Excellencies , * would 
powerfully and fweerly-raviſh: rhe 'Aﬀettions'; 
z of this, prepared Souls afe only. -caps- 
a-vie. Bur rthofte who are lenfaual, are wirthobr 
Freliſh of : ſpiritual Happineſs, » and are-allur'd 
or rerrited="only with what -is [pleatantror 
F p2ifful: to) Fleſh. / '; elm trioddyt 334 
Tis: recorded as the onparatiel'+dFollyi'of 
5. Nero ,"thatwhenthe was? 77 | 
ready 'ro cur” hit:own '* 1denridem diffitanns, 
th EThroar ro avdidi-the qualis artifex peres! 
Tur of the Mulricude, : + ;\Suet. 
3-he' broke» forth into grear - ) 
| Expreſſions of Sorrow, «-whar an excelleyr 
5 Artiſt he” died 1: T'was nor” rhe loſs of the 
Roman Empire that fo much -rroubled hin, 
as that ſo much kill in Mulick ' died/ with 
um. _He- valued himſelf more as a Fidler, - © 
tan an Emperor. '.:Thus carnal Men -with - 3 
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| to ſeck his Favour. Brief 


Sinners ; '1s' a 
firain 


veri 


oe WEELAG © tone hog cs H 
Wap "F; "HE "i Ks 
©, This ews: rhe wofal depravation 
Mirids and Wills of Men, thar.'\cha( Sity, 
- = ny painted over with Pleaſure,” nor- 
ſtanding rhe moſt ' dreadful and! durable 
ents , the certain Conſequences: of it. 
perate folly!, either they * believe, or do 
Mt, Ew erarnal Torment'of Hell. If they 
t 'nor., how' prodigious is their inipiery-? 
If they do , 'ris more prodigious | they - dare 
indulge their vicious Aﬀections. A wicked 'Be- 
Lever is more monſtrous and guilty than a 


ith | Wicked In=del. 


EEE 


- In ſome there is Atheiſm full of Folly, or 


: 'Folly full of Atheiſm, that they will nor bes 
Hheve the prepared Plagues for- the Wicced 
i -che Hexr Stare, - becauſe rhey have no ſen-: 
L ible proof of them. Reaſon, athited by 


*D:vine Revelation , affords fo clear: an evi 


F dence of the future- Srare, and the Rewards 
and Puniſhmenrs in it, that if any fincerely ap- 

ply rhemſelves to confider things j he - wall 
$ receive - the mot affective conviction of them. 


Tis rrue, there 15 not ſeniible evidence ; for 


$ God will try our Faith before he farisfies our 


Sight : partly, that we may honoar his. Ve- 


- Tacity, - by yielding a firm aſſent ro his Word 


the actual accompliſhment of whar is 


iſed- or 'threarncd ;'-and+ partly that our 


| Obedience may- be: valantary and | uncon» 


3 #rained,” rhat - his Goodneſs may take irs'rile- 


| 
', 


jad reward us. But thele prelumpruous- Iatt- 


& live as if they had no Spirit, nothing of 
u ieritanding in them : they are wholly une, 
oy zhe Dominion of- ſente, as.uf rhey weys? _ 
p--- K k free ©. > 


their firſt Jinan by. che Spmniatds,. Wene | | 


{o/terified by their: -glittering Swords, that Þ + 


they preſently fled, and very conkderarely re+ 
ro hide themſelves in the Day, ;and * 
aſlutr. their [Enemies in the Night. They | 
were--fcarful ro-dee their Danger, :and ,nath | 
ww. encounter it, and fighting, in the. dark, Were 


mal Death arc rhe brandiſhing of God's glit- 
tering; Sword before he firikes ; and ſenſual 


Infdets are aftaid leſt rhe belief of rhoſe rex * 4 
rible Trurhs ſhould pierce, into zheir Breaſts; 
thetefore arc utterly averſe, from, due cop 


* - dering their Danger, and. will not foreſce 


what they thall certainly ſufer. , 'Tis-4n yan 
mo. offer Arguments to convince. them}; for | 
they are as deaf as - Adders to the wiſeſt /In- 
itructions , | till Senſe -extorr. an Acknowledg- 
ment from. them. - They, , have chardned cher F 
Hearrs and Faces /againit, all, Reproofs-,.-.and Þ 
by.an open canempr- af Serjpruge-Threars 
. hings-, are: palt- reclaiming. | [They; ate now. | 
tearleſs of that Judgment, the rhonghts where» ! 
. of make the Devils tremble :, but rhe [time 
_wwll oy _ , When the wig Fa _ 

Aghreous which .now they, da{pile,, ſhall 


reataings. of, 'erer» Þ 


1 the Chriſtian Chnitch, who "bto-- 
0: prefis they are"rrae” Believers, yer 
indlpently in their pleaſant op pro- 
'df "ah Faith' is counterfeit, 
| | ” ent 'ro' the” Truth of 
God's Word'thar-is-withonr efficacy, and wil 
, not avail them at the” 1d, "Unfeigned 'Faith - 
of the Divine "Th ; rode fuch a 
Text! 5 ' would make 1 4. 


* Hearts *and Ways: | The fear of 
xthtes recorded; that whett 
wy -or- uit of the Þhif5ft 
1-40 Goniplett has itory, fotbad, "wpor 
pu Dated, thar any Round ad, "apo 

the Sun doc In the Chace of 
_—_— they- pak 


de 
te Hhger and 4 


wy i" for he People wi "the XC 
Oath, And did: Men ral believe and fear 
. th& Law of God; threarning Hell for" Sin, 
FY _—_—_ they dare. ro commit. it, Sago invi- 
; * plezfanr /Temprations'? Nay, 'not'on-. 
| ook rong* Fear; bat 'the riteer di 
F £2 Dinger ;-wAt "reſtrain re "molt th 
? | K.k 2. ment 
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- ment defires of Nature. Whar- Perſon; tho + 
: * ÞJnflam'd with "Thirſt, wovld drink a Glak;of 
.cool - Liquor, it he fuſpected - that | deadly | 
Poiſon 'were.. mix'd with it ?:1&nd if Men. 
were perſwaded that Sin is -artended with e- 
ternal Death .' would: they rink 11 Tniquity 
(ihe F/.1ter ? The. Devils themſelves are hat 
able to conquer the fear of , Judgment: ro | 
come, they believe and rremble :- [Therefore 
when it- is not active. upon. the Conſcience, + 
it js cither becauſe Men -do nor. believe ir,, or | 
they tancy, that retaining their. beloved Luſts, 
they may. obtain- an; eaſy; Abſohuion; and ef 
cap? the Damyation of Hell, which the E- 
zernal Judg has declared ſhatl be:the puniſt» | 
NB Se on wn ont 
7 #220 PAcF Out rgat aYC , r 
oniſhing Perverieneſs ! will not | 


: 
os 
- 


| 


tream one 
way his Eltate , and for 
of a few Years, be redue'd 


3» Jer ,us- ſtedfaltly believe, and frequent» 
| ty, contider, that. Eternal Death s the Wages i 
A akin, that . we may Tenounce ,it with- rhe - 
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, the World, thar are the Elements'of Cat- 
'nal Felicity, how light ate they againtt the 
Heavenly. Glory > Will the Gain of the: 
FO compenſate the Lols of the” Squl apll. 

Ivation.for ever? If there were any 
compariſon berween deluding tranſient. Var 

* ries, and the Happineſs thar 1s * 
and farisfying for ever, the Choice 
he more difficult, and rhe Mitltake ies cul 
hes 5 bur they vaniſh into norhing in the} 

parifon. According to the Judgment 'of 

Serif would ah hy one chuſe rhe enjoymenit"df: 
the .miqit exquitte Pleaſures for a Year, and 

| F afterwards be content tg burh, in a Furnace- 


' F for a Day; much lefs. ro enjoy them L. 
' # Day, .and ro burn. for a Year ? Whar tage 


| Brutes are they , who for momentany 
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lights, 'ineur the. fiery Indignarion'of | 
ever 7 © Try but the Finger. with® the Flatng 
of a Candle, you will” ſoon. diſtove Ir 
: weaknels, Will. -rhe © remernbrance of 

| Devphr allay rhe” Fortnents of rhe*D 
* When Carnal , Lifts are moſt inflamed , a 
Obje tate preſehr, Pain” wil e 
Kk3 the: 


1pyOJ Gt virhour ? 

; Eaſe, or. End. .O that Men would ſtrip. Sin 
.of irs diſguiſes, and waſh: off its. flattering 
Colours, and look intp its odious Naruee , , 
and T9 the conſequential Evils of it in the 
next World ! O that they would conſider 
they bang by ſlender Strings, (a lirtle Breath 
.that/ expircs every Minute ). over the botrom- 
gels. Pix:,. and that within a little while ng 
thing. will, remain of the Pleaſures of Sin , 

_ but the undying Worm, and the ever-livin 
Flames! This would be a meaos. to. rai 
and preſerve in. them an invincible Reſotw 
4jon. and ReluSancy againſt all temptations 
to fin. and. provoke Gad. But how hardly 
are Men. inguced 49 .exercile their Minds on 
this texxi ject! They think leat of Hell, 
who- have mot reaſon to conſider it. * 

. To'this I nwkt add, that the mcer fear of 
Hell, and the judical impreJion upon Con- 
kcience from it, is net fufficiept to-convert F- 

len 10 Gad. Foe has ſeryile AN, 
though it may f.op a_Tempration, an = 
ger the, .eruption - a_Lu.t into the grols 
Act, yet does not renew the Nature, avd i 
pal Holy and Heavenly, There may 


| 1 the Soul, - and perſevering. 
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Nifs timere- incipiat 
homo Deum colere, now, 
pervenict ad amore,” 


Avg. 


empniry to all. reryrning Sinners, and far 

grad of Heaven the bleſſed Reward © 

iſed tro them. No Offers of will © / 
prevail ro make Sinners to yield rhem | 
till are flormed by the Terrors of the 
Lord. t when the fear of Helt has fade * 
a Breach, Divine Grace enters and takes pot 
ſellion.” 2 the- Virtue of. the Loaditone, when 
encompaſs'd and arm'd with Iron , is increa- 


{d, and draws a 'far greater weight 'than 


when 'tis naked and ſingle ; thus the Artta- - 
Etives of Heaven ace more powerful to moye 
the Hearts of Men; when enforced from rhe 
and the Hoje of Heaved.« 416 {rival BE 
a | '0 ven , are ſpirirnal At- 
fe tions ; and "the Obedience that flows from 
them is voluntary from the intire conſehr of 
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Ex; ou From 0 ihe NT ET, -of the Pi-.. 
- Wffiml rmin'd for Sin, 2. = | 
; ANC wed dear ,onur E 's 7 


7 Chriſt, "Tit yk and ads of of : 
orld you nor releaſe the ons Sarle | 


and. "Spa onately "pave. his! 
the Price EX our T7 ption. bY He reg 


the Spirit of Holtneſs, to  alklnizatt @at Minds, 
ro incline our Wills, . ro ſanRify our Aﬀecti-. 
efs , without whoſe Otthiporent Grace , nei 
ther the Hopes or Feats: * things fad 
and. Future ,, would ever have deanfed 
Changed our Hearts and Lives. We, are ha- 
tucally as ſenſcle6 as the Dead , as to whit 
eancerns our everlaſting Peace; blizd and bru-. 
th, and. wirhout fear ſhould plunge opr- 
ſelves into DeſtruCtion, if the Spirit of power, 
and of a found Mind, did nor' quicken and 
ditet us in the way- to .everlaitih Life. oO 
char we might feel our dear Galt ons ..to- 
hin. who has delivered us from t up ta 
come, aud purchasd. for us a Felidity petfet, 
afid! withour end ! [1 would not 7elſch and dif- 
parage one Divine Work., to advance and 
extol- another ; but* *ris. 2 Truth that ſhines 
with ts; own 1 ight, and is. pF by our 
Saviopr, 'ttiar Qur Redemptioh Hell t6 
Heaven, is a more excelleat Benefit. thap out 
Creating - 1n' as much, as qur My”; being 

tier than our Being ; and rs Mikry 
is inimccly worſe than macer not be 
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the Seat of _— If his Per- b 
moſt amiable and artractive,  -: 


; yer yer that he-died for us, ſhould make 
* him the Object of our moſt ardent Aﬀections. 
| To theſe who believe he » preciow ; to thoſe 
' who have felr their undone Condirion, and 
* that by his Merits and Mediation , are re- 
ſtored to the Favour of God, thar are freed 


rormenting Fears, and revived with the 
ſweeteſt » he is and will be eminently 
and ec precious. Bleſſing , and Honour, 


-” and Glory, and Power , be to Him that ſitteth 
* pm the Throne, and te the Lamb for ever aud 


0 EVEN. E . 


” lineſs, Power, and Truth, of God are glorifed 
in thar great; and, bleſſed Work.) In Oteqo, 

E *.,"Conkderations of the Exiftence of God, and 

- of the Immortality of the Soul, with the Re- 

*.. compences of the Furure 'Srare. To which is 


now added, The Diviniry of the Chriſtian 


Religion, proved by the-Evidence of Reafon, 
and Divine Revelation , for the Cure of Inf» = 
deliry, the, Hectick Eyl. of, the, Times, In 
The Sover: i Happineſ f Map, 
he Soveraign and Final Happinels of. 1 
with, the effectual Means 'to obtain , it, In 
Ottapo. | | 
\ .. Several Sermons upon Death, and Eternal 
Judgment. In Ottave., | Wu 
he * ons Lal, Things ,,, Death and Judg- 
dent, \ Heaven and; Hell, practically confllergd 
and applied, wen Tra nop ru | 
- Fhe Danger of Proſperiry diſcovered; ini , 
, veral Sermons'upon Prov.-1; 17. In Gftave:\ 
' The great Dury of Relignation'in Times of * 
Aftliction, &©c, In OFaw, ”y 


- 
/ 
pp 
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—_ A 


- 


i A Funeral Sermon prphed upon the Death 
:- of the Reverend an Excellent! Divine ,» D8-" 


&; —4 


« & 
P a * 


Thomas Man'ton, who deccafed: Ofober 118, 1677. 
+ To which is now addeg; the lait publick Ser- * 
- mon Dr: M.nton preached. In OS ave. | 
The Sure Trial of Uprightneſs , opened in * 
deveral Sermons upon P/at. 18; v:23. In Oftare. . 
A'Deſctiprion of ' the Bleſſed Place and State 
'of rhe Samts above. in a Diſcourſe on Febn 14.2. | 
Preached- at the Funeral of ' Mr. Clarkfon. 
The Way to the highelt Honour, on Fo/n 
12. 26. Preached at the Funeral of Dr. Facomb. 
The ſpeedy Coming of Chrift & Rp 
on Rev.'22. 12: -Preached at 'the Funeral of 


Mr. Benj. Aſnurſt. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Ewly printed, The Holy Bible, containing the 
Old Teſtament and th? New : With Ann9- 
cations and Parallc] S:riptures. To .whbich 1 ,an- 
nex'd, The Harmony of the Goſpels : As alſo, The 
RedyRion of the Jewiſh Weights, Goins and Mea- 
ſares, to our Engliſh Standards. -*And -# Fable of : 
.che Promiſes in Scripture. {By Seamuel Chirk, Mi- 
nifter of the Goſpel. Printed in Folio of a very 
+ Fir Letter ; the lice never before in one: Volume, 
Primted for Brabazo Aylm.yr in Cornhid. % 


